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Situation Overview 
 

In partnership with the Government of Papua New Guinea, a team from Hela Council of Churches, United Church in 

Hela and the United Nations Migration Agency (IOM) conducted an assessment in Pureni, Levani and Fugwa com-

munities affected by an earthquake that hit Hela province on 26 February 2018. Impacts from the earthquake in the 

assessed areas include displacement of 6,085 people and almost half of them are from Levani (48%). Forty one per 

cent of the IDPs are from Pureni and the remaining 11 per cent are from Fugwa. Women and girls (51%) constitute 

the majority of the displaced population and 49 per cent are men and boys. The majority of the affected population 

with shelters destroyed during the earthquake have built makeshift shelters either at their homesteads or in care 

centres. Some of the IDPs are living in houses belonging to other members from the community. An observation 

from the assessment shows that a significant number of traditional, semi-permanent or permanent houses being 

used as shelters by affected population were damaged during the earthquake and some are likely to collapse 

should the after shocks continue. Community members from Pureni, Levani and Fugwa had their water tanks dam-

aged and surface water sources (creeks, wells and rivers) polluted and lack access to portable water. Sanitation fa-

cilities in Pureni and Levani were destroyed leaving community members resorting to open defecation. With the 

assessed communities, the earthquake made less damage to food gardens especially in Pureni and Fugwa while 

more damages were experienced in Levani. A number of children (under 5s) largely those from Pureni show signs of 

malnutrition such as  swelling of the ankles, feet and belly, and require nutritional supplements. Levani is remote 

and not accessible by road. The community does not have education and health facilities, and it takes about 5 

hours by walking to access the nearest facilities. This report present findings from assessments conducted in Pure-

ni, Levani and Fugwa communities, Hela Province. 

Assessment Volunteer (middle) and a father and his son both living with disabilities in their makeshift shelter in 

Pureni. © Peter Murorera. IOM/ UN Migration Agency 

Assessment Report for Pureni, Levani and Fugwa, Hela Province 

18 March 2018 



  Internally Displaced Persons’ Demographics 

 

 

6,085 IDPs 36% Girls and 33% Boys 49% Males 51% Females 5% Elderly persons 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  

The earthquake destroyed water tanks and polluted 

most of the creeks, wells and rivers used by community 

members to fetch drinking water. A finding from the 

assessment shows that most people from Pureni are 

getting drinking from Tagali River while those from 

Levani and Fugwa collect water from nearby creeks 

and rivers. Levani community members reported water 

from some of the creeks turned oily after the earth-

quake. 

Most sanitation facilities in Levani and Pureni were de-

stroyed during the earthquake and community mem-

bers are resorting to using the bush/open defecation. 

During the field visit in Pureni, the assessment team 

gave hygiene awareness and more participatory health 

and hygiene awareness activities should be conducted 

in the affected areas.   

Food and Nutrition 

Most community members in assessed areas in Pureni 

and Fugwa are getting food (kaukau/sweet potatoes, 

vegetables, cassava, taro and bananas) from their gar-

dens. Kaukau grown from subsistence farming is the 

main source of food in Levani where most of the food 

gardens in Levani were destroyed during the earth-

quake and  available food supplies are likely to last at 

most three (3) months from mid March. People con-

tacted during the assessment reported food rations 

were delivered in Fugwa and this resulted in tension 

being created among community members because 

the supplies were not enough for all of them. Discus-

sions with the community members shows distribu-

tions should be coordinated with the targeted benefi-

ciaries to avoid situations where people fight over re-

lief supplies. A number of children below 5 years old 

largely those from Pureni show signs of malnutrition 

such swelling of the belly and require nutritional sup-

plements.  

 

Tagali river accessed by Pureni community members to collect 

drinking water © Peter Murorera. IOM/ UN Migration Agency 

 
Most of the displaced persons have makeshift shelters 

while some are living in their houses (damaged) or 

those belonging to their clans members though most of 

these shelters were  damaged during the earthquake 

and likely to collapse should the after-shocks continue. 

People contacted at a care centre in Papulumu Ward 2, 

Pureni reported 11 people are living in one canvas 

(tent) shelter.  

“I live in this temporary shelter with my daughter and 
her two children.  I used to give my canvas (tent) to 
members of the community during funerals and it  

does no longer provide enough cover due to wear and 
tear. If it rains, water gets inside.”     IDP Women con-

tacted during the assessment.  
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Shelter 

A women and her makeshift shelter in Fugwa.                                      
©  Peter Murorera. IOM / UN Migration Agency 



Health  

There are no health services in Levani and those requir-

ing medical attention take a 5 hours walk to Fugwa Sub

-Health centre1. The affected population in Pureni2 and 

Fugwa have access (by walking) to nearby health facili-

ties. There are reported cases  of diarrhoea and cough 

in Pureni community, and community members are 

worried about getting malaria and need mosquito nets. 

Education  

Primary schools in Pureni and Fugwa are accessible at 

distances of less than 5km, there are no education ser-

vices in Levani. Children of the school going age 

(primary) in Levani walk 5-6 hours to the nearby school 

in Fugwa and spend a week living with relatives and go 

back to their villages during the weekends largely col-

lect food supplies.  

Protection  

The majority of the IDPs are women and children, and 

are more vulnerable to protection related issues. A few 

people contacted during the assessment reported that 

persons living with disability were left alone in the fall-

en shelters during the earthquake before being res-

cued by their household or community members. A 

finding from the assessment shows there are cases of 

gender based violence largely against girls in Pureni 

and these were not reported to the police during the 

time of the assessment.  

Humanitarian Access 

Pureni and Fugwa are accessible by road and it takes 

about 2 hours and 1 hour respectively to reach these 

communities from Tari town. Levani is remote and it 

took 5 hours for the assessment team to reach the 

community. The access bridge over Tumbutu River into 

Levani was damaged during the earthquake and needs 

to be repaired to allow better access by walking into 

this community. Regarding communication in the as-

sessed communities, there is no mobile phone network 

coverage in Levani. 

Preliminary immediate-long term needs:  Water, Shel-

ter, NFI kits, Food incl. nutritional supplements, 

Clothes , Blankets, Trauma counselling, Medicine sup-

plies, Classroom tents and learning resources, and Re-

habilitation/reconstruction of damaged infrastructures. 

1 GPS coordinates for Fugwa Sub-Health Centre: 5.714242”S and 142.69246OE  
2 GPS coordinates for Pureni Sub-Health Centre: 5.85858”S and 142.83259OE Page 3 

Women and children at a care centre in Papulumu Ward 2, Pureni. ©  Peter Murorera. IOM / UN  Migration Agency 
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