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Week 52, 23-29 December 2017 

General developments & political & security situation 

 

 Joint statement by Iran, Russia and Turkey is released on the International Meeting on Syria in Astana 21-22 
December 2017  

 The enclave of Beit Jin is the last rebel-held bastion in Western Ghouta. The Syrian Army and its allies began an 
operation to retake the area two months ago.    

 Syrian rebel groups rejected Russia’s planned Sochi conference on Syria, saying on 25 December Moscow was 
seeking to bypass a U.N.-based Geneva peace process and blaming Russia for committing war crimes in the war-torn 
country, In a statement by around 40 rebel groups who include some of the military factions who participated in 
earlier rounds of Geneva peace talks, they said Moscow had not put pressure on the Syrian government to reach a 
political settlement.    

 Russia's deputy foreign minister said 26 December that the Syrian National Dialogue Congress, planned to be 
convened in Russia, "should take place under the auspices of the United Nations”  

 The Russian State Duma ratified the agreement on the expansion of the Russian naval facility in the Syrian port city 
of Tartus on Dec. 21, According to the agreement, Russia may simultaneously deploy up to 11 warships, including 
nuclear-powered combat vessels, at the Tartus naval facility. Russia will carry out the seaborne and airborne 
protection of the base, while Syria will be responsible for the land security. 

 The Jordanian Parliament speaker said his country should improve its relations with Iran and Syria. 

 Representatives of Syria's armed opposition have urged UN envoy de Mistura to blacklist the PYD -- the PKK terrorist 
group's Syrian affiliate -- in light of the group's many crimes and abuses. As the eighth round of Syria peace talks 
wrapped up in Kazakh capital Astana, opposition representatives issued a 44-page report detailing the PKK/PYD’s 
close links with Syria’s Assad regime. 

 Ankara and Moscow are discussing the evacuation of some 500 civilians from the besieged Damascus suburb of 
Eastern Ghouta, Turkish President Erdogan said on 24 December.   

 The area of operation remains volatile and unstable. Clashes between SAA, its allies as well as AOGs and ISIL are 
taking place in several parts of the country. The principal areas that are considered as hot-spots are: Deir Ez-Zor, 
Idlib, Aleppo, Hama and Rif Damascus governorates. 

 Ongoing clashes between ISIL and SAA in south of Deir Ez-Zour as well as NE rural of Al-Boukamal. ISIL continuous 
attacking SAA positions in N rural district of Al-Boukamal. As for the Eastern Bank of Euphrates river, Fighting 
between SDF and ISIL still continuing. 

 The tension between SAA and NSAGs in East Ghota remains high. The use of airstrikes, artillery shelling as well as 
earth-to-earth missiles has been less reported in the past period. However, the areas which witnessed IAF activities 
are Ein Tarma, Jisreen, Hazrama, Al Nashabiyah, Harasta towns and Jobar neighbourhood of Damascus City. 
 

KEY HEALTH ISSUES 
 

 On 19 December 2017, the January–February 2018 inter-agency convoy plan was submitted to MOFA. The 
interagency convoys plan aims to reach 844,720 people in need, including 298,220 people in besieged and 546,200 
people in hard-to-reach areas. As per established practices, the MOFA reply is expected by 29 December 2017. WHO 
is ready to participate with its health supplies in each of the planned IA convoys.  

 WHO is closely following the operation of medical evacuations carried by Syrian Arab Rec Crescent (SARC) in Eastern 
Ghouta. So far, four persons have been evacuated and transferred to two hospitals in Damascus; these hospitals 
have been identified in WHO evacuation plan prepared earlier this year. WHO has been consistently advocating for 
medical evacuations from all besieged areas in Syria so critically ill patients can get necessary medical care.  

 Air-lifted 19 tons of health supplies from Damascus to Qamishli for the response in north-east Syria.  

 No new cases of cVDPV2 were reported this week. The most recent case (by date of onset) is 21 September 2017 
from Boukamal district. The total number of confirmed cVDPV2 cases remains 74. Planning continues for the second 



2 
 

phase of the outbreak response. GPEI continues to assist the Syrian Ministry of Health in the planning process. The 
second phase of the outbreak response will utilize mOPV2 in the first and IPV in the second round through house-to-
house and fixed center strategy. The total number of AFP cases detected in Deir Ez-Zor governorate since the 
beginning of 2017 is 155 (108 from Mayadeen, 20 from Deir Ez-Zor, and 27 from Boukamal districts). Raqqa 
governorate has reported 26 AFP cases (11 from Raqqa, 13 from Tell Abyad, and 2 from Thawra districts). Homs 
governorate has reported 47 AFP cases (23 from Homs city, 20 from Rastan, 1 from Tadmour and 3 from Talkalakh 
districts). Two poliovirus type-2 isolates are pending genomic sequencing. 

 
OPERATIONAL UPDATES 
 
Coordination: 
 

 Developed health sector, Syria hub, December update.  

 Updated Syria hub, health sector materials, https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/syria/health.  

 As received from OCHA colleagues, the Whole of Syria (WoS) Monthly Response update for October, highlighting the 
ongoing WoS response effort by sector, severity and delivery modality. The document can be accessed through the 
following link: https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/wos_response_october_2017_171226.pdf 

 As received from OCHA colleagues, please find the link to the 2018 Humanitarian Needs Overview microsite: 
http://45.32.89.236/ocha/hno/2018/ 

 
Information and planning: 
 

 4Ws snapshot (2017 HRP), health sector Syria hub, January – November 2017. Health sector 4Ws published 
snapshots are available at: http://www.emro.who.int/syr/information-resources/infographics-4ws-and-key-
indicators.html 

 The HeRAMS Snapshot on public hospitals in Syria for November 2017. HeRAMS published reports are available 
at: http://www.emro.who.int/syr/information-resources/herams-reports.html  

 Provided key information about EPI by health districts based on HeRAMS for UNICEF.  

 Continuing coding/auditing and data entry works of “Service Availability and Readiness Assessment” (SARA) survey. 

 Conducted a technical meeting with PHD-MoH to discuss the Syrian SARA outputs along with SARA standard 
indicators.  

 Developed maps on: 1) Distribution and functionality status of public health facilities and location of Islamic charity 
in Damascus; 2) Distribution of health facilities funded by China grant; 3) Distribution of Al-Sham for Health 
Association (NGO);4) Distribution and functionality status of public health facilities and location of Dummar Youth 
Charity (NGO) in Damascus.  

 
Health operations: 
 
Aleppo response: 
 

 A separate weekly update is being provided.  

 Complete works of providing sustainable and clean water supply for 65 dialysis machines in Aleppo Ibn Rushd 
(Kideny Hospital) – MoH.  

 Conduct a water quality monitoring meeting of uncontrolled wells in Aleppo in participation of Directorates of 
Water Resources, Environment, Health and Drinking Water Utility in addition to WASH sector representative.   

 
NES (Al-Hassakeh; Ar Raqqa; Deir-ez-Zoir) response: 
 

 Developed ToR for the assessment of health situation in camps in north-east Syria that are hosting internally 
displaced people (IDPs) following the intense fighting in the region. The outcome of the assignment will be a 
detailed report analyzing the main health conditions of IDPs in the camps, the status of camp health care services, 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/syria/health
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/wos_response_october_2017_171226.pdf
http://45.32.89.236/ocha/hno/2018/
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/information-resources/infographics-4ws-and-key-indicators.html
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/information-resources/infographics-4ws-and-key-indicators.html
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/information-resources/herams-reports.html
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water and sanitation facilities and hygiene practices, and to provide recommendations for improving the current 
situation on the ground.  

 Following up with information on local administration plans of setting up a new hospital in Tall Tamr town, western 
part of Al-Hassakeh. It is assumed that the hospital should reach out population of Mabrouka camp and northern 
part of Deir-ez-Zoir governorate.  

 Following up on the reported death of 8 months old child in Mabrouka camp: the use of kerosene heaters in closed 
spaces such as tents, with limited ventilation in winter times should be further addressed in health awareness 
sessions.  

 Follow up on the issues of Areesha camp coordination meeting on December 21.  

 Based on the data collected through the outreach teams of Raqqa community initiative and EWARS weekly reports, 
leishmaniasis is a main health concern in rural Raqqa, and the absence of health care has increased the burden of 
this disease. WHO have started to provide Leishmaniasis treatment in Ein Issa camp with plans to expand the 
provision of Leishamaniasis treatment to other areas by establishing mobile teams to cover the most affected areas 
in Raqqa. WHO is also coordinating with MoH to provide the affected areas in Raqqa with bed nets and medicines. 
Earlier focal points informed about increasing number of lice in Tabqa city; Al Twehne camp and cases of scabies in 
the neighborhood of Wahab of Tabqa city.  

 Responded with the technical team on the reported 7 measles suspected patients in Al Roj camp in Al Hassakeh 
governorate and 3 cases in Areesha camp in Ar Raqqa.  

 Working on 4W activity maps for NES to highlight the health sector partners activities based on 4W data 2017 HRP.  

 Conducted a rapid needs assessment mission to Ra's Al-Ein National hospital (Rouge) in Al-Hassakeh governorate 
(the hospital had been non-functioning since 2014 and became partially functioning since November 2017).  

 Conducted a rapid needs assessment to health facilities in Abu Kamal and western rural of Deir-ez-Zor governorate.  

 Prepared summary of WHO key indicators for November 2017 for (NES, Al-Hassakeh, Deir-ez-Zoir, Ar-Raqqa). 

 Follow up with the Regional Office on the situation with blood supplies’ availability.  

 The CCCM IDP sites update on displacements from Ar Raqqa and Deir-ez-Zoir is being reviewed on health sector 
presence.  

 Delivered 55 hospital beds to Tal Abyad hospital in Ar Raqqa with plans to send another 45 in the nearest time.  

 Delivered health supplies to Al Tabqa national hospital to support internal, gynecological, pediatric clinics and 
emergency unit. 

 Delivered health supplies to Al Hassakeh DoH.  

 Delivered anti-rabies vaccine 100 to Tal Abiad hospital in Raqqa and 100 to Qamishli and Hassakeh hospitals. 

 Delivered 60,000 tablets of Mebendazole to the health education authorities in Al Hassakeh. 

 WHO supported national NGOs covered and provided the following services:    
 

Governorate Area # of PHC 
# of 

beneficiaries 
of medicines 

# of SHC # of trauma # of MHPSS 
# of patients 

with disability 

# of 
Vocational 

training 

 
Al-Hol camp 1465 1415 19 0 157 0 0 

 
Al-Areesha camp 2080 1933 23 0 178 3 0 

 
Hassakeh city center 760 716 57 44 0 12 0 

 
Al-Kharatyah village 126 126 0 0 3 0 0 

Hassakeh Souda w abed village 132 132 0 0 40 0 0 

 Alyah Vellage 221 218 0 0 24 0 0 

 Alkhamayel village 146 146 0 0 14 0 0 

 Aum Rkeabah 224 222 0 0 33 0 0 

 Qamishly 307 303 54 0 0 0 56 

 Amuda 169 163 0 0 0 0 0 

 Qahtanyah 238 231 0 0 0 0 0 

 Ras Al-Ain 42 0 7 0 33 0 0 

 Mabruka camp 761 752 0 0 75 0 0 

 Mabruka village 74 74 0 0 35 0 0 

  
 

Al-Karama 534 509 26 0 56 0 0 

 
Hamran Nasser village 720 650 0 0 60 0 0 

Raqqa Ain Issa camp 1200 1143 0 0 135 0 0 
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 Maadan/Al-Kasrat 420 410 10 0 50 0 0 

 Al-Tabqa 675 655 69 0 88 0 0 

 Al-Mansoura 240 230 10 0 39 0 0 

 Manbij 341 310 0 0 55 0 0 

 Twehena 486 480 11 0 81 0 0 

 Suluk 176 176 0 0 21 0 0 

Dier-ez-Zoir 
 Abo Khashab 1120 1081 52 0 76 0 0 

Dier-Ezzor city center 390 380 0 0 70 0 0 

 
Homs response:  
 

 Followed up with current MoU with Insha’at NGO covering Homs, Hesya city and Hesya industrial city (health 
services, PSS and GBV consultations and vocational courses are provided). A total number of reached beneficiaries is 
7587. 

 Delivered in kind shipments to 3 local NGOs including hospital items (Anesthesia medications, emergency 
medications, vials & IV fluids). Delivered in kind shipments to local NGOs; Oseltamivir Tablet /Medi-Flu/ under 
EWRAS program. 

 Completed revision of Annex 3 /Financial requirements with 4 local NGOs submitted health proposals to WHO. 

 Completed Hospital assessment for 2 private hospitals in Homs governorate as required by UNDSS Homs Hub. 
 
Lattakia response:  
 

 Dispatched C-Arm X-Ray for Children Hospital in Damascus. 

 Supported Aleppo hub with 11.2 tons of health supplies to pre-position for planned IA convoys for January-February.  
 
Immunization: 
 

 Planning continues for the second phase of the outbreak response, the mOPV2 campaign will target Palmyra desert 
in addition to Al-Hassakeh, Deir-ez-Zor and Ar-Raqqa during the period 14-18/1/2018. WHO polio adviser will visit 
the targeted governorates to assure the quality of campaign implementation.  

 
Mental health program: 
 

 About 25 health professionals previously trained on mhGAP intervention guide working at PHC centers received on 
the job training in Damascus, Rural Damascus, Homs, Hama and As-Sweida’a. 

 Coordination meeting was conducted with MoE to arrange for the second part of the TOT on the WHO EMRO School 
Mental Health Programme (SMHP) which will take place in January 2018.  

 Coordinated with Social Care Association in Hama to establish a family well-being community center in the 

governorate. 

Nutrition program and child health:  
 

 In cooperation with a MoH a supervisory visit was conducted to nutrition surveillance centers, stabilization center 
and baby friendly hospital in Sweida governorate to strengthen the implementation and monitoring the data 
collection.  

 Conducting training on computerized data collection Nutrition Surveillance and stabilization centers program for 25 
trainees in Sweida governorate. 

 
Secondary health care program:  
 

 Planning works to initiate repairing the generator (1250 KVA) of the surgical hospital in Damascus.  

 Support Qamishli hub with the new air lift shipment (357,800 treatments). 
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Disease surveillance:  
 

 During the epidemic week 51: 11 Acute Flaccid Paralysis cases were reported from internal neurologist clinic. The 
cases are from Deir-ez-Zoir, including 9 older than 5 years old and 2 under 5. The patients were referred to hospitals 
in Damascus.  

 A meeting was conducted to coordinate implementation of upcoming screening for TB cases in hard to reach areas 
and among IDPs settlements. The aim of this screening is to improve the detection of TB cases in the areas where no 
TB surveillance data are available, and with the situation of population displacement, overcrowded households, and 
poor housing, the increase in transmission of TB highly expected to be occurred.   

 
Trauma: 
 

 Included different types of trauma kits, sufficient for 100,390 treatments, to the airlifted shipment to Al Qamishli. 

 Followed up with Al Mujtahed Hospital in Damascus on the health situation and needs of the three evacuated 
patients from eastern Ghouta. 

 
National NGO coordination:  
 

 The third monitoring party conducted three field visits to three implementing partners in Al Hassakeh, Aleppo and 
Damascus as a pilot of the monitoring process.  

 
WASH: 
 

 Kidney hospital in Aleppo: All works completed. Hospital administration provided a signed letter attesting to 
completion of works. 

 Al Qameshli National Hospital: Drilling work completed. Pumping test in progress in order to set the specifications 
for the submersible pump and other related materials needed for equipping the groundwater well in the second 
phase of this project. 

 Advertisement in progress for upgrading water supply and storage system of St Louis hospital in Aleppo. Work to be 
completed end of 1st quarter of 2018. 

 Translation of WHO’s medical waste management manual is in progress. EMRO has informed WHO Syria that work 
will be completed before end of year 2017. However, no information on this issue to date. 

 Delivery of replacement machines parts for the air monitoring stations for the Ministry of Local Administration and 
Environment have been completed. 

 Procurement of medical waste bins for DoH Aleppo. Offers received, reviewed and approved. Purchase order to be 
raised next week. 

 Medical waste trucks. EMRO holding negotiations with supplier for delivery conditions. No information on this issue 
to date. 

 410 sharp containers (capacity 1.5 liters) dedicated to DoH Aleppo have been received to Lattakia warehouse. They 
will be distributed along with the waste bins being ordered also for DoH Aleppo. 

 Procurement of chemical reagents and consumables for the Aleppo Water Establishment in progress. A third partial 
shipment arrived to Aleppo warehouse, and is awaiting transfer to beneficiary. Order is not completed to date. First 
order was made in February 2017. 

 10 m3 and 5 m3 water tankers are ready for transfer to DoH Aleppo. A letter was sent to MoH requesting that they 
form a receiving inspection committee. No response from MoH to date.  

 Water quality monitoring system: Updated draft copies of the MoU in Arabic and English to be signed with the 
Ministry of Local Administration and Environment have been sent to EMRO with the requests made by MoLAE 
regarding having both the Arabic and English versions as official versions. Awaiting EMRO response in order to 
proceed with signing. 



6 
 

 Field quality monitoring in NES IDPs camps is progressing. Number of tested reservoirs including those found to be 
contaminated is being monitored and reported on a monthly basis. Number of distributed chlorine disinfecting 
agents also being monitored and reported.  

 Field monitoring of groundwater wells in Aleppo is progressing. To date, over 650 groundwater wells have been 
tested. A map showing locations of contaminated wells provided. In this regard, two meetings were held on 19 and 
20 December in Aleppo with representatives of Directorates of Water Resources, Environment, Health and Drinking 
Water Utility. Upon presentation of final map for contaminated wells in Aleppo, it was agreed that actions should be 
taken to deal with contaminated sources. Specific tasks were assigned to each party to be reported on during the 
next meeting to be held around end of January 2018. 

 On 18 December 2017, a meeting was held at WHO Homs Hub with Director of Environment, Director of Health and 
Director of Water Resources. First steps to initiate water quality monitoring in Homs were agreed. Specific tasks 
were delegated to each directorate to prepare areas where water quality monitoring will be conducted, types of 
sources to be monitored and to communicate this information back to WHO for setting up this programme. DoH 
Homs is very keen on conducting field testing of reservoirs in schools and other public facilities to test drinking water 
quality. 

 
Capacity support (details):  
 
No training activities this week.  
 
External Relations, Coordination and Communications:  
 

 Preparing three news releases on the air-lift of health supplies to Qamishli (first phase - 19 tons); donation by the 
Government of Japan to Aleppo (five mobile clinics and two ambulances); donation by the Government of Kuwait to 
provide cancer medicines to children.  

 Preparing the weekly media briefing on WHO’s activities to be published in the “UN Syria: A week in focus”. 
 
Operational support and logistics: 

 Dispatched 29.4 tons of medical supplies, equipment and health kits covering 3 governorates (Al-Hassakeh, 
Damascus & Homs). The recipients included 2 MoH facilities 1 Ministry of education (MoE) facility and 3 NGOs. The 
total number of treatments is 142,878 treatments. The dispatched supplies included: 

o 60,000 tablets of Mebendazol 500 mg delivered to MoE - school health directorate in Al-Hassakeh. 
o 40,000 tablets of Mebendazol 500 mg, 100 bottles of Povidone iodine Solution 10%, 60 Novopen 4 silver and 

5,300 sterile needles for insulin pen (single use) were delivered to Al-Hassakeh DoH. 
o 6 Measles & Rubella IGM capture enzyme immunoassay kits & 10 HEPES Buffer1M delivered to MoH – 

Public Health Labs – Polio lab in Damascus. 
o 25 hygiene kits, 22 Novopen 4 silver and 200 sterile needles for insulin pen (single use) were delivered to Al 

Yamama NGO in Al-Hassakeh. 
o 3 pneumonia kits B, 2 pneumonia kits A, 1 family doctor’s practice kit, 2 IEHK supplementary kits, 10 adult 

wheelchairs, 5 children wheelchairs, 5 sphygmomanometer adult cuff, and different types of PHC, STHC & 
Trauma medicines and medical supplies were delivered to Al Waad NGO in Damascus. 

o Different types of PHC, STHC & Trauma medicines and consumables delivered to AL Afia Fund NGO in Homs. 

 

KEY GAPS & CHALLENGES 

No changes from the last week.  

RESPONSE PRIORITIES 
Enhance regular system of delivery of health supplies to north-east Syria. 
Coordinate with SARC, ICRC and national authorities the medical evacuation from the besieged eastern Ghouta. 


