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Week 11, 9 - 15 March 2018 

General developments & political & security situation 

 SAA continued intensive operations supported by artillery shelling and airstrikes against NSAGs’ positions in East 
Ghouta. The principal areas that SAA is targeting currently by IAF and airstrikes are Duma, Zamalka, Hazeh, Jisreen, 
Irbin, Ein Tarma, Saqba and Harasta towns. Intensive clashes are also reported between SAA and NSAGs in the 
vicinity of Hamoryah, the vicinity of Jisreen, Harasta and Saqba. As a retaliatory action, NSAGs targeted by IAF 
(several projectiles) Jaramana town of Rif Damascus, in addition to Barniyah and Ish Al Warwar neighborhoods, 
resulting in material damages only.  

 The Russian Reconciliation Center held new meeting with leadership of Failaq Al-Rahman, demanding they distance 
themselves from Nusra terrorists and organize their urgent withdrawal from Ghouta, and discussing the future of 
Failaq. 

 ISIL launched an attack on al-Qadam neighborhood, southern Damascus when the area AOGs were preparing to 
leave the area following a 48 hours warning that was given by SAA. According to the available information, hundreds 
of fighters along with their families were to evacuate al-Qadam when they came under ISIL attack ignited from Al-
Hajar Aswad neighbouring area. As a result, GoS forces responded to the attack via targeting ISIL positions in both, 
Al-Hajar Al-Aswad and Al-Yarmouk camp. 

 Medical evacuations of sick and wounded patients from Eastern Ghouta began on Tuesday. This is the first medical 
evacuation from the area since pro-government forces began their operation against the besieged opposition-held 
enclave last month. The evacuation is the result of a deal reached on Monday between Jaish al-Islam, one of the 
main rebel groups in the area, and Russia. 

 Syrian troops cut off the major Eastern Ghouta towns of Douma and Harasta from the rest of the opposition enclave. 

 The Russian Center for Syrian reconciliation is holding talks with the leaders of the illegal armed units on the 
withdrawal of the second group of militants from the Damascus' suburb of Eastern Ghouta. 

 Turkish troops and their rebel allies encircled the Kurdish-held city of Afrin in northern Syria and seized other “areas 
of critical importance,” the Turkish military said.  

 U.S. ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley called for a new 30-day cease-fire in Syria at a U.N. Security 
Council meeting on Monday, warning it was “prepared to act” to put an end to the “chemical attacks and 
inhuman suffering.” 

 Russian Defense: We will respond should Damascus be attacked by American missiles or our forces were put at risk. 

 Moscow confirms again that America seeks to divide Syria ... Miqdad: Washington supports only terrorism in Syria. 

 400 psychiatric patients at Ibn Sina Hospital in Damascus have been exposed to terrorist shelling for several years - 
which recently claimed the lives of 7 patients - while the Ministry of Health continues to neglect their condition, and 
makes no initiative to transfer the patients to safer areas. 

 On 12 March 2018, aerial bombardment was reported across several communities in southern Syria within the 
South-West Syria De-Escalation Area (SW DEA). The incident was the first recorded aerial bombardment in Dar’a or 
Quneitra Governorates since 8 July 2017. Opposition held Dar’a and Quneitra contain some 760,000 inhabitants, 
more than a third of them long-term IDPs. 

 
KEY HEALTH ISSUES 
 

 With the approach of the grim milestone of seven years of conflict in Syria, the Director General of the World Health 
Organization Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus has renewed the call for the protection of health workers and for 
immediate access to besieged populations. 

 0n 8 March Al-Bairouni hospital, public cancer specialized hospital, affiliated to Ministry of Higher Education was 
reportedly targeted by 3 mortar shells, and one injury was reported. On 9 March IAF attack (7 projectiles) targeted 
Al Assad Suburb and Al-Bairouni hospital, public cancer specialized hospital, affiliated to Ministry of Higher 
Education in Rural Damascus, resulting in material damages only. Al-Bairouni hospital has been closed since the 
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beginning of the military operation on the Eastern Ghouta two weeks ago, where all patients and staff were 
transferred to the old hospital building inside the campus of Al-Mouwasat university hospital in Damascus. 

 13 March, Syrian Arab Red Crescent is ready to deliver the first urgent humanitarian aid convoy to Ar-Rukban Camp 
in South Syria. More than 20,000 civilians live in Ar-Rukban camp under deteriorating humanitarian circumstances 
where they suffer a severe lack of nutritional food and the basic medical services are almost non-existent. Clean 
water is reported to be deficient, and sewage network is not adequate. Approved by the High Relief Committee in 
Syria, SARC calls everyone to secure necessary guarantees for a safe and devoid of targeting passage in order to 
dispatch the first humanitarian aid convoy to Ar-Rukban Camp, and to carry out a humanitarian assessment for 
Syrian citizens residing in the camp and in collaboration and coordination with the International Committee of the 
Red Cross and UN agencies. 

 12 March, UN Secretary-General's oral report to the Security Council on the implementation of UNSCR 2401 is 
released.  

 12 March, The World Health Organization (WHO) and UNICEF are supporting a nationwide polio vaccination 
campaign in the Syrian Arab Republic that aims to vaccinate more than 2.4 million children under 5 years of age in 
13 governorates. The campaign, which is being managed by the Ministry of Health, was launched on 11 March and 
will last for 5 days. http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/nationwide-polio-vaccination-campaign-aims-to-vaccinate-

more-than-2-million-children.html Inactivated polio vaccine (IPV) immunization activities are ongoing in accessible 
areas of Aleppo governorate and Raqqa governorates.   

 No new cases of cVDPV2 have been reported in 2018. The total number of cVDPV2 cases remains 74. Preparations 
are underway for an independent outbreak response review of the cVDPV2 outbreak in Syria. The review will look at 
the current epidemiological situation, the quality of immunization and surveillance response as well as the overall 
progress towards stopping the cVDPV2 transmission. 

 11 March, statement, SARC is getting ready to deliver an urgent humanitarian aid convoy to Afrin and Tall Rifa’at 

 In coordination with SARC to develop emergency response for support to phase 1 of evacuation of civilians from  the 
eastern Ghouta, including five collective shelters (University training centre, Driving School in Adra, Herjelleh 1 & 2 
and Duer). The request is mainly focused on rehabilitation work for the collective centres, mostly wash and shelter. 
However, they also request support in providing NFIs, WASH items and dignity kits as a preparedness measure. SARC 
has separately asked for support in providing a mobile clinic and ambulance for each shelter and a number of 
laptops and or tablets to do registration and screening. WHO is ready to mobilize 3 of the WHO-contracted NGOs 
(who have previously received mobile clinics from WHO) in rural Damascus to provide health services through 3 
mobile clinics in coordination with SARC; provide PHC medicines needed for SARC and other partners’ mobile clinic 
and health posts; support the referral of patients who need surgeries to private hospitals. As an indirect support to 
the evacuees, WHO will continue providing public hospitals with the needed medicines, medical supplies and 
equipment to enhance its capacity and readiness to receive the expected influx of patients.  

 13 March, with the presence of WHO Representative in Syria at the Al-Wafideen crossing, 8 critically ill-patients 
were evacuated out of eastern Ghouta by Syrian Arab Red Crescent and admitted into public health facilities in 
Damascus. This batch of evacuees included the first group of medical evacuees the area since the UN Security 
Council Resolution 2401 was adopted. WHO continues to plead for the immediate evacuation of all injured and 
critically ill patients still trapped in the besieged area. Evacuation of 77 people whose details were provided by XB 
partners are of importance. Conducted a meeting with the Deputy Minister of MOHE and other staff to discuss the 
readiness of Damascus University Pediatric Hospital to receive the children patients mentioned in the SARC-
approved priority list of 52 most urgent cases to be evacuated from EG. MOHE, unconditionally, expressed their 
readiness to receive all mentioned children. A list of needed equipment to enhance the capacity of the hospital will 
be shortly prepared by MOHE and sent to WHO. Follow up in place with all evacuated patients.  

 The pilot ‘proof of concept’ convoy through Yaroubiah under the provisions of UNSCR 2393 has been successfully 
completed with the crossing of 8 trucks on 7 and 8 March. The convoy brought needed health and nutritional 
supplies for up to 40,000 beneficiaries.  

 Health sector objective for eastern Ghouta is to recover the largely disrupted health services system  inside eastern 
Ghouta and areas of displacement of EG population in Rural Damascus focusing to support emergency 
rehabilitation/re-function and operationalization of 25 public health facilities through physical rehabilitation of 
public health facilities inside eastern Ghouta; organization of temporary fixed health posts and scheduled presence 

http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/nationwide-polio-vaccination-campaign-aims-to-vaccinate-more-than-2-million-children.html
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/nationwide-polio-vaccination-campaign-aims-to-vaccinate-more-than-2-million-children.html
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Syria?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Eastern_Ghouta?src=hash
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of mobile medical teams while enhancing the provision of life-saving and life-sustaining health services in areas of 
displacement of population of eastern Ghouta. Sector priority activities include:   

o To improve access to basic and advanced health services inside and outside of eastern Ghouta.  
o Revitalization of public health facilities inside eastern Ghouta.   
o Temporary deployment of mobile medical teams and clinics.   
o Provision of routine vaccination of children to different health facilities.  
o Supporting the diagnostic and treatment services by provision of medical equipment and supplies needed 

for PHC services at health facility or mobile team/clinic.   
o Strengthening the capacity of health staff remaining inside eastern Ghouta. 
o To build up the partnership aimed to strengthen and improve the emergency referral system to access the 

secondary and limited tertiary health care services in Damascus and Rural Damascus health facilities as well 
as to strengthen the level of preparedness and response for and management of trauma and other types of 
patients.  

 

OPERATIONAL UPDATES 

Coordination: 
 

 Consolidating updates of cross-line and cross-border deliveries. 

 Submitting inputs for WoS WHO bulletin for February 2018. 

 Inter-sectoral preparedness and response plan for East Ghouta is consolidated. Minimum standards for 
humanitarian evacuations are developed by the protection sector and relevant sub-sectors.  

 Consolidating technical inputs for upcoming quarterly meeting with DfID team.  

 Follow up on GBV guidelines training of trainers for non-GBV sectors in Syria, 4-8 March, 2018  

 Follow up on the report “GBV Integration into Humanitarian Action. Review and analysis of GBV mainstreaming 
within the Draft 2018 Syria Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP)”  

 Developed health sector priorities for eastern Ghouta for the upcoming SHF call for project proposals.  

 The consolidated first draft of the 2017 End of Year Report (PMR) is released by OCHA.  
 
Information and planning: 
 

 Produced HeRAMS annual report 2017 of the public hospitals in Syria. 

 Produced Flash update #27 for monitoring violence against three public hospitals in Damascus and Rural Damascus. 

 Conducted health sector 4Ws meeting for information management focal points.  

 Participated in M&E Technical Working Group on the Strategic Framework.  

 Developed maps on: 1) Current situation and functionality of public health facilities in Eastern Ghouta (Rural 
Damascus), 2) Current situation and functionality of public health facilities in Afrin (Aleppo), 3) Trend analysis of 
functionality status of public hospitals, January to December 2017; 4) Covered locations in NES, March 2018; 5) 
Distribution of wells in Aleppo city on February; 5) Distribution of facilities of Lamset Shifa Association in Damascus.  

 
Health operations: 
 
Aleppo response: 
 

 Separate weekly update is being provided  

 A new round of OPV campaign is launched this week, targeting 405,707 U5 children in Aleppo governorate.   

 MHPSS core forces meeting is conducted, coordination between agencies, capacity building, 4Ws and mapping were 
discussed   

 425 MHPSS delivered services through supported NGOs, in addition to 2547 Mental health services is delivered via 
Ibn Khaldoun and DoH facilities  
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 2 shipments in dispatched in favor of University Hospital and OBGYN University Hospital in Aleppo. IV analgesics, 
wide range of antibiotics in addition to anticoagulant (LMWH) are the main categories of the delivered supplies. In 
addition to supplies/equipment for the operation theatres and ICU. 

 Eleven Portable stadiometers and eight Mother/child scales were dispatched to Aleppo DoH in favor to the nutrition 
surveillance centers in the city and its country side.  

 Capacity building activities targeted 78 health workers through 3 trainings in EWARS, mental health, and HIS fields   

 Three NGOs are the implementing WHO partners: Al Beer, Al Ihsan, and GOPA (GOPA under signing). The work of 3 
mobile teams and 7 health facilities are supported. 
  

Partner District Commune/Village/Town 

# of 
outpatient 

consultations 
PHC services 

# of 
patients 
received 

assistance 
with 

medicines 

# of 
SHC 

services 

# of 
trauma 
patients 

# of 
MHPSS 

# of 
people 

with 
disability 

Al-Ihsan PHC Jabal Samaan  Mogambo 1686 1576 28 0 18 0 

Al-Ihsan PHC Jabal Samaan  Sheikh Said 670 670 40 4 0 0 

Al-Ihsan PHC Jabal Samaan  Salah Al-Deen 741 741 35 5 0 0 

Al-Ihsan PHC Jabal Samaan  Mshatia 695 546 36 7 8 0 

Al-Ihsan PHC Jabal Samaan  Bostan Al-Zahra 0 0 0 165 0 0 

Al-Beer  PHC Jabal Samaan Old Shahbaa 107 20 0 6 0 0 

Al-Beer (Mobile team ) Dayr Hafir Dayr Hafir 111 24 0 2 0 0 

Al-Beer (Mobile team ) Maskana Big Hamamia / 51 0 0 16 0 0 

Al-Beer (Mobile team ) Dayr Hafir Little Hmeimeh  98 16 0 3 0 0 

Al-Beer (Mobile team ) Maskana Maskana 778 287 253 43 778 287 

Sub-total: 4937 3880 392 251 804 287 

 
NES (Al-Hassakeh; Ar Raqqa; Deir-ez-Zoir) response: 
 
Coordination: 

 A follow up visit was conducted with director of Al-Hassakeh DoH, to follow up polio vaccine campaign from 11 to 15 
March 2018 

 
Health information:  

 Produced and published WHO NES report for February. 

Pharmacy and secondary/tertiary health care:  

 Delivered health supplies (medicines, equipment and kits) to Al-Hassakeh DOH, 76,777 medical treatments and 60 
trauma cases (for Al-Lulua hospital, emergency center in Al-Hassakeh city and 50 primary health care centers in Al-
Hassakeh governorate) 

 Secondary and tertiary health care facilities were targeted directly or indirectly to delivery health supplies during the 
1st quarter of 2018: Al-Hassakeh governorate: Qamishli Hospital, Ras Al Ain hospital, Al-Malkia hospital, Al-Lulua 
hospital, emergency center, Tal tamr hospital; Ar Raqqa governorate: Tal Abiad hospital, Al-Tabka hospital, 
emergency center of Ar Raqqa city; Eastern rural of Aleppo governorate: Menbej hospital and Mobani hospital; 
northern Dier-ez-Zoir governorate: Kasra hospital.  

 
Immunization:  

 bOPV vaccination campaign has started on 11th March 2018 as a part of the national vaccination campaign. The 
campaign is covering All Al-Hassakeh camps through mobile teams and static vaccination tents. 

 
Nutrition:  

 Complicated SAM cases management training is being prepared for partner hospitals.  
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 Data entry training of nutrition surveillance program has been conducted for Al-Hassakeh DoH, nutrition 
department.     

 
Disease surveillance:  

 Suspected meningitis case has been reported from Al-Roj camp, DoH was informed immediately to investigation and 
response.  

 Increased number of typhoid cases was reported from Al-Hole camp. WHO is monitoring the situation and ready to 
support. Other health actors are providing the needed medicines, hygiene promotion. UNICEF is providing the clean 
drinkable water.  

 32 sentinel site out of active 56 sentinel sites reported in Al Hassakeh governorate. Reporting percentage is 57%. 
 
National NGOs coordination: 

 St. Ephram committee is the only ongoing WHO’s implementing partner. The other NGOs are being renewed MoUs. 

 Coordinated with UNICEF to refer 16 hearing impaired patients from Ein Issa camp. WHO partners managed 
evacuate 2 children with disabilities and provided the needed treatments including the assistive devices (hearing 
aids. 

 

Governorate Area 
#  of 

outpatient 
consultations 

# of beneficiaries 
reached with the 

medicines 

# of secondary 
health 

consultations 

# of 
trauma 

referrals 

# of Mental 
Health 

Psychosocial 
Services 

# of assisted 
people with 

disability 

Al-Hassakeh 
Hassakeh 
city center 

823 610 55 10 0 11 

Deir-ez-Zoir 
Deir-ez-Zoir 
city center 

514 406 0 0 0 2 

Sub-total: 1337 1016 55 10 0 13 

 
Homs response:  
 

 A separate weekly report is being produced 

 Immunization response: national polio vaccination campaign started on March 11. 130,000 children under 5 years 
old, including 445 children in Tadmour, are vaccinated. 

 Completed monitoring visits to follow up the vaccination campaign via 13 vaccination teams (mobile and fixed) 
including Qaryeteen area. 

 Facilitated a workshop on diabetes at DoH Homs for 25 participants, including NGOs. 

 Followed-up the health status of 6 patients who had received earlier prosthetic support through Al Afia fund.  

 Started WASH project with DoH Homs to initiate water quality monitoring in reservoirs and uncontrolled wells 
supplying water. 

 There are 2 national NGOs as implementing partners.  
 

Partner District Commune/Village/Town 

# of 

outpatient 

consultations 

PHC services 

# of 

patients 

received 

assistance 

with 

medicines 

# of 

SHC 

services 

# of 

trauma 

patients 

# of 

MHPSS 

Provision 

of raising 

awareness 

activities 

related to 

GBV 

# of 

people 

with 

disability 

Vocational 

activities 

Albir Alhamra clinic Homs city 1650 0 82 24 - - 0 0 

Albir AlWaer clinics Alwaer 766 0 71 19 - - 0 0 

Albir Fruqlus Fruglus village 67 0 38 31 - - 0 0 
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Albir Qareteen Qareteen village 239 0 42 12 - - 0 0 

Albir Hamediyah Homs city 1628 0 56 9 - - 0 0 

Inshaat Homs clincs Homs –Inshaat area 3887 4879 1793 27 1610 124 0 361 

Inshaat Hasya city Rural Homs 3370 3051 50 3 1428 135 0 210 

Inshaat Industrial Hasya Rural Homs 3720 3052 81 0 1450 88 0 200 

Sub-total: 15327 10982 2213 125 4488 347 0 771 

 
Lattakia response:  
 
No update is provided.  
 
Immunization: 
 

 A nationwide immunization round utilizing bivalent OPV (bOPV) is ongoing in 13 governorates in Syria during the 
period 11-15/3/2018. The campaign aims to reach 2.4 million children aged less than 5 year. During the first three 
days more than 917,000 children were reached. Some refusal cases were reported in some governorates due to the 
repetition of the campaigns during the last 6 years.    

 In Ar-Raqqa governorate more than 30,000 children were vaccinated with bOPV during the first three days of March 
campaign. In addition to IPV immunization activities which has commenced in Tell Abyad district, aiming to reach 
6,500 children aged 2-23 months through fixed vaccination centers. Skilled vaccinator teams from Ein Arab are 
helping to implement the round. 

 
NCD 
 

 Followed up a workshop on diabetes at DoH Homs for 25 participants, including NGOs.  

 Finalized an official letter to MoH for participation in the meeting of “WHO Global Dialogue on Partnerships for 
Sustainable Financing on Noncommunicable Diseases (NCDs) Prevention and Control” taking place on 9-14 April 
2018, Denmark. 

 
Nutrition program and child health:  
 

 Conducing an official meeting in MoH with all concerned nutrition officers from all governorates to review 2017 
outputs and to follow up on the proposed plans for 2018. 

 
Secondary health care program:  
 

 Strengthened capacity of 25 health staff from different governorates in the area of leadership and strategic 
management. 

 Delivered 10,440 treatments of life-saving and essential medicines along with two adults and infants ventilators for 
DoH al Hassakeh. 

 Developed a way forward with the national NGO on support of cancer care for children in MOHE hospitals.   
 
Disease surveillance:  
 

 The increase in suspected Measles has been reported through EWARS in Raqqa in February with 326 suspected 
cases. (35) Blood samples were collected and sent to the reference lab in Damascus by WHO focal point. Laboratory 
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results showed positive Measles for 19 samples, and negative Rubella for all tested samples.  The increase in 
Measles in Raqqa is attributed to the low coverage with routine vaccination in Raqqa.  WHO in coordination with 
MoH are planning to provide Measles vaccine during the national vaccination week in April. 

 Supported the National TB program with medicines to treat 2600 TB cases, the program needs for 2018. 

 Supported the National control program with Leishmaniasis medicine and long lasting insecticide treated nets (LLIN). 

 Preparation to conduct the national deworming campaign in Syria among school children (6 to 12 years old), the 
campaign will target about 2 million children in Syria, and will take place from 18 till 22 March.   

 
Mental health: 

 Training on the WHO School Mental Health Programme was conducted to 25 community educational workers. The 
trainees were from NGOs’ community educational centers from Damascus and Rural Damascus. 

 Dr. Fahmy Hanna a mental health technical officer from WHO HQ undertook a mission to the country to support the 
mental health program and the following activities were conducted during this visit: 
o A meeting was conducted with the chair and the co-chairs of the MHPSS TWG to discuss the current situation of 

MHPSS in the country and the way forward.   
o A coordination meeting was conducted with the Deputy Minister of Health to discuss the priorities and the 

needs of MHPSS in the country.  
o A mission was conducted to Aleppo to follow-up on the implementation of the WHO MHPSS programme and to 

meet health and mental health stakeholders in the governorate. The following activities were conducted in 
Aleppo: 

 Meeting with the Director of Health in Aleppo  

 Site visit to Ibn Khaldoun Hospital mental hospital  

 Site visits to the WHO supported family well-being community centers related to GOPA and SSSD NGOs 

 Meeting with the MHPSS core group in Aleppo 
 
Trauma: 
 
Update is under eastern Ghouta response 
 
National NGO coordination:  
 

 3 proposals for grant agreements were submitted for clearance targeting covering three governorates: Al Hassakeh 
city, Aleppo, Damascus and Rural Damascus. 

 New (English, Arabic) MOU version has been submitted for approval and cleared for immediate act as per the 
Ministry of Social affairs new approval mechanism to engage with NGOs. 

 Preparing potential response scenarios for evacuated cases from Eastern Ghouta at the community level.  
 
WASH: 
 

 Upgrading water supply and storage system of St Louis hospital in Aleppo. Technical evaluation is under way. 

 Field monitoring of groundwater wells in Aleppo is progressing. In total 878 wells have been inspected. Indicator 
data being provided monthly. 

 DoH Homs approached WHO for supporting the establishment of a water quality monitoring system for Homs city 
and rural Governorate regarding reservoirs in schools, healthcare facilities and uncontrolled drinking water sources. 
Budget allocated and memorandum awaiting final approval to procure needed materials and equipment for DoH 
Homs. 

 Translation of WHO’s medical waste management manual completed. WHO is seeking the services of an expert to 
review the Arabic translation. 

 
Capacity support (details):  
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 Supported 11 training events for 265 participants 
 

Date 
Estimated No 
of participants 

Details/Field Program 

10-14/03/2018 25 War Wounded Injuries Management “WWIM” in Damascus Trauma 

11-13/03/2018 25 Evaluate 2017 for nutrition programme in Damascus NUT 

11-13/03/2018 25 Disability Management Training course in Damascus Trauma 

11-15/03/2018 25 SMHP for MoE R. Damascus and Damascus in Damascus MH 

12-14/03/2018 25 Management skills development in Damascus SHC 

12-14/03/2018 25 Workshop on ADA recommendations (Diabetes) in Homs PHC/NCD 

12-14/03/2018 25 First aid & Basic Trauma Life Support “FA & BTLS” in Aleppo Trauma 

12-16/03/2018 25 War Wounded Injuries Management “WWIM” in Tartous Trauma 

13-15/03/2018 25 
TOT training for health workers at TB specialized centers on the updated guideline of TB 
case management in Damascus 

EWARS 

13/03/2018 15 Polio Follow-up Committee in Damascus PHC 

15/03/2018 25 Preliminary meeting about national strategy for nutrition programme in Damascus NUT 

 
External Relations, Coordination and Communications:  
 

 Submitted input to EMRO for the new funding expected from China (USD 2 million) 

 Participated in a WoS teleconference with ECHO 

 Preparing a press release on WHO support to the ongoing Polio Vaccination Campaign (11-15 March, 2018). 
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/nationwide-polio-vaccination-campaign-aims-to-vaccinate-more-than-2-
million-children.html 

 Preparing a story following the donation of the Government of Japan. http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-
news/the-story-of-fatma.html 

 Following up on WHO-Syria newly created twitter account (30 tweets have been posted on different WHO 
interventions). https://twitter.com/WHOSyria  

 Communicating officially with MoFA and MoH on WR’s visit to Damascus hospital to follow up on the health 
situation of 8 patients who were evacuated from eastern Ghouta, WR’s visit to two schools in the governorates of 
Damascus and rural Damascus to follow up on the school deworming campaign.  

 
Operational support and logistics: 
 

 Dispatched 11.5 tons of medical supplies, equipment, health kits, printing materials & ICT equipment, covering 10 
governorates (Damascus, Rural Damascus, As-Sweida, Quneitra, Homs, Hama, Aleppo, Lattakia, Tartous and Al-
Hassakeh). The recipients included 5 MoH facilities, 1 MoHE facility and 10 MoE facilities. The total number of 
treatments is 76,747 and 60 trauma case. The dispatched supplies included: 

o 60 bottles of Abacavir Oral Solution USP 20 mg/ml, 240ml delivered to MoH central warehouse in favor of 
AIDS program. 

o ICT equipment delivered to MoH central warehouse in favor of nursing school. 
o Printing materials for polio campaign delivered to MoH central warehouse in favor of polio program. 
o 1 Burn dressing kit, 2 IEHK supplementary units, 10 pneumonia kits B, 2 minor surgical kits and different 

types of STHC and trauma medicines delivered to Al-Hasakah DoH – Emergency center. 
o 1 both adult and infant ventilators (Mindray), 1 BeneHeart R12 12-channel, 10 Mercurial Sphygomometers + 

Stethoscopes, 1 Otoscope, 30 rapid cholera kits, 5 mother/child function scale, 5 pediatric scale with carrier 
(DEXA IM-014), 2 IEHK supplementary units, 6 pneumonia kits B and different types of EWARS, mental 
health, nutrition, PHC, STHC & Trauma medicines and medical supplies delivered to Al-Hasakah DoH. 

o 1,372,000 deworming brochures delivered to MoE – school health directorates at 10 governorates 
(Damascus, Rural Damascus, As-Sweida, Qunaitra, Homs, Hama, Aleppo, Lattakia, Tartus and Al-Hasakah) to 
support the incoming deworming campaign. 

http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/nationwide-polio-vaccination-campaign-aims-to-vaccinate-more-than-2-million-children.html
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/nationwide-polio-vaccination-campaign-aims-to-vaccinate-more-than-2-million-children.html
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/the-story-of-fatma.html
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/the-story-of-fatma.html
https://twitter.com/WHOSyria
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o 150 Fresenius PL1 (plasma exchange sets), 150 bags of ACD-A solution 600 ml (anticoagulant) compatible 
with Fresenius plasmapheresis Model - COM. Tec delivered to MoHE – Al-Mowasat hospital in Damascus. 

 

KEY GAPS & CHALLENGES 

 

 To lead the group of 4W data focal points of health sector partners to enhance a regular 4W reporting under HRP.  

 Follow up with reported “lack of medicine for both chronic and basic illness in Roj camp by the camp management” 

 Pending approvals of the submitted project proposals to roll out 8 medical teams including Al Karama and Ein Issa 
areas in Ar Raqqa governorate.  

 Day to day follow up with patients referred for advanced medical treatment within and outside of NES (e.g. children 
with hearing impaired, death and transportation of body of the girl with burn injuries from Damascus hospital back 
to Ein Issa area in Ar Raqqa, etc.). 

 
RESPONSE PRIORITIES 
 

 Participation in planned IA convoys to: 1) Duma, eastern Ghouta; 2) Talbiseh + Tlul Elhomor, Homs; 3) Afrin + Tall 
Refaat, e.g. WHO is ready with 13.5 tons (or 64,612 medical treatments and 820 trauma cases) for the convoy to 
Afrin area.  

 Tracking down the accessibility to all public health facilities inside eastern Ghouta as being regained by the GoS 
forces. Enhancing health response in all locations hosting IDPs from eastern Ghouta.  

 In coordination with OCHA, to participate in IA convoys for assessment purposes to Zakyeh, Beit Jin, Madaya, 
Husseinyeh.  


