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Week 7, 9-15 February 2018 

General developments & political & security situation 

 

 The security situation in the country remains volatile and unpredictable. Hot spots: East Ghouta, Idlib, Aleppo, Afrin 
and Deir Ez-Zor. Developments in these areas had a direct impact on the general security situation countrywide as 
well as the UN operations. 

 UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres is following closely the latest escalation of hostilities in Syria and reminding 
all parties to the conflict that they have to adhere to the international law, Stephane Dujarric, the spokesman for the 
UN chief, said.  

 Damascus accused Washington of committing a “war crime” in Syria after coalition airstrikes and artillery attacks 
killed scores of pro-government fighters in Deir Ezzor province. Pro-government forces had allegedly initiated “an 
unprovoked attack” against a Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) headquarters in Deir Ezzor province overnight, before 
United States airstrikes and artillery attacks thwarted their advances and killed at least 100 people, 
a U.S. official said.  

 A number of Russian fighters were reportedly killed by coalition airstrikes and artillery attacks on pro-government 
forces in Deir Ezzor last week. 

 Israel’s forces have demonstrated, by striking Syria powerfully, that they will continue responding to every 
aggressive action against their country, Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu said.  

 Syrian anti-aircraft fire on Saturday downed an Israeli fighter jet that had carried out strikes against Iranian-backed 
forces in Syria. 

 Israel on 11 February said 82,000 fighters are “directly under Iranian authority in Syria,” and warned of Iran’s 
potential to “terrorize the entire free world,” CNN reports.   

 The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights and Syrian rebels are accusing the Syrian government of providing the so-
called Islamic State with a corridor into rebel-held parts of southern Idlib. The SOHR claimed that pro-government 
forces had allowed ISIS fighters safe exit from a besieged pocket of territory at the intersection of Aleppo, Idlib and 
Hama provinces. 

 Washington is leaving pockets of so-called Islamic State (ISIS) militants in Syria intact to justify continued 
cooperation with Kurdish forces in the country, Turkey’s foreign minister said. 

 Peskov, Kremlin Spokesman: Putin is in constant contact with Rouhani and Erdogan to discuss situation in Syria. 

 Five Turkish soldiers were killed and nine were wounded in “Operation Olive Branch” carried out by the Turkish 
army in Syria’s Afrin district on 10 February.  

 Syria and Russian airstrikes in rebel-held areas have killed 230 civilians in the past week in some of the conflict’s 
worst violence that may also constitute war crimes, the top United Nations human rights official said on 10 
February. 

 Homs: Al-Baath University celebrates graduation of 145 students from the Faculty of Medicine. 

 Chinese Ambassador: We will continue to support Syria’s medical sector. Chinese Ambassador in Damascus and 
WHO Representative visited Al-Mouwasat University Hospital in Damascus. 

 Deir Ez-Zor: 2 mobile medical clinics arrived in Deir Ez-Zor, provided by Monastery of Mar Yacoub the Mutilated 
Association. 

 Director of Mental Health, at meeting of Combating Street-Begging Committee: physical disability caused by war is a 
reason; psychological disorders are another... now have about one million people suffering severe mental disorders. 

 
KEY HEALTH ISSUES 
 
The WHO Syria Annual Report which provides an overview of WHO Syria's operations and main achievements during 
2017 has been released.  
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The UN is deeply concerned over the safety and protection of the 2 million people in Idleb governorate, where ongoing 
fighting and airstrikes have resulted in death and injury, and destruction of civilian infrastructure, including hospitals and 
schools. On 10 February, an IED explosion in a local market in the center of Idleb city, reportedly killed at least seven 
people, including a woman, and wounded 20 people, while damaging market facilities. On 9 February, airstrikes on Has 
village in southern rural Idleb reportedly resulted in the death of 10 people and at least 25 wounded. The village’s local 
council building and a mosque sustained damage as well. Between 15 December and 3 February, 325,443 displacements 
have occurred due to the ongoing fighting and airstrikes in the area, with people moving to the central, western and 
northern parts of Idleb Governorate. Many people have been displaced multiple times. There are currently 8 IDP sites 
and reception centers in north-western Syria that are supported by the UN and its partners, with additional sites being 
prepared. Hundreds of tents are also being provided to those in need. However, the capacity of partners to respond to 
the ongoing displacement is being stretched to the limits. There are particular concerns over reports of increased 
shortages of essential commodities such as food and medicine and a marked increase in fuel prices. The UN urges all 
parties, and those with influence over them, to ensure the protection of civilians, and of civilian infrastructure, in line 
with international humanitarian law. 
 
The UN is deeply concerned for the safety and protection of close to 400,000 men, women and children in eastern 
Ghouta, where intense hostilities continue to exact a heavy toll on the civilian population. The besieged enclave has 
seen reports of a dramatic upsurge in civilian casualties amid a sharp escalation in airstrikes and ground-based attacks. 
Hundreds of civilians have reportedly been killed in recent weeks, many of them children, while over a thousand have 
been injured. On Friday, airstrikes on Arbin city reportedly hit the building of the Economics Faculty and 
Electronic Institute, destroying its building and equipment. Schools in the area continue to be closed due to insecurity. 
Meanwhile, shelling continued on Damascus over the weekend, including that on Sunday that reportedly killing three 
people and injured 16 others in mortar attacks in Damascus city and Rural Damascus neighborhoods. The UN calls on all 
parties, and those with influence over them, to ensure the protection of civilians and civilian infrastructure, and to allow 
safe, sustained and unimpeded humanitarian access to all in need in line with their obligations under international 
humanitarian law. 
 
Statement attributed to Ali Al-Za’tari, UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in Syria, is released on the immediate 
need for a cessation of hostilities to protect and assist civilians, 12 February 2018.  
 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein called Saturday for urgent international action after a 
week of soaring violence and bloodshed, mostly caused by airstrikes, in the opposition-held Eastern Ghouta and Idlib 
regions of Syria. 
 
Participated in the IA convoy (34 items of health supplies, 2 tons, enough to provide 10,000 treatments, including 
antibiotics, dialysis sessions, insulin, lifesaving medicines, trauma kits, pneumonia kits and other consumables) for the IA 
convoy to Nashabieh in eastern Ghouta.  
 
An increase in Guillain-Barré cases have been noticed in Hassakeh governorate since December 2017. So far about 36 
GBS cases were reported from Hassakeh. Most cases were IDPs from Deir-ez-Zoir. 19 cases were referred to hospitals in 
Damascus and Qamishli and treated by plasmapheresis or intravenous immunoglobulin. The MoH is informed and 
engaged. The following response measures have been undertaken: Line list of cases admitted to hospitals was 
developed. Stool samples were collected from cases under 15 years old and their contacts and will be tested for polio. 
For case management of GBS, and based on the request of MoH and MoHE, WHO supported two hospitals in Damascus 
and one in Qamishli with Immune Globulin (IVIG), and in process of procuring plasmapheresis device, and 150 sessions. 
Provided UNHCR with treatment for 2 refugees.   
 
No new cases of cVDPV2 were reported this week. The total number of cVDPV2 cases remains 74. The most recent case 
(by date of onset of paralysis) is 21 September 2017 from Boukamal district, Deir Ez-Zor governorate. An inactivated 
polio vaccine (IPV) immunization round has successfully concluded in Damascus and Hassakeh governorates, parts of 
Aleppo governorate and Jurmana district of rural Damascus as part of the second phase of the outbreak response. A 
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total of 233,518 children aged 2-23 months received IPV, representing 71% of the estimated target. Activities are 
ongoing in accessible areas of Aleppo governorate. Independent post campaign monitoring of the IPV campaign is 
ongoing in all areas that have completed the vaccination round. Find past Regional Situation Reports on the cVDPV2 
outbreak in Syria here. For information: WHO has produced a new animated video to explain vaccine-derived 
polioviruses.  
 
OPERATIONAL UPDATES 
 
Coordination: 
 

 Working on all possible options to improve sustained medical evacuation from eastern Ghouta.  

 Finalized the list of WHO Syria standardized performance indicators based on areas of concern: 1) besieged 
locations; 2) north-west Syria; 3) north-east Syria; 4) southern governorates; 5) across the country.  

 Coordinating with other hubs in Gaziantep and Amman the details of planned and undertaken XL and XB convoys.  

 Progress in place for WHO plans to follow MoH request on rehabilitation of PHC centers (Muhradeh emergency 
center in Hama; Gassoleh health center in rural Damascus; Quraya health center in As-Sweida; Sanameen health 
center in Dara).  

 Coordinating with the HQ training of 2 IMO on “Surveillance System for Attacks on Health Care”.  

 Discussed with UNDP the next steps on possible rehabilitation of Al Assad national hospital in Deir-ez-Zoir city (the 
set of background documents has been prepared).  

 Approaching the Global Health Cluster to update Syria web page with: health sector bulletin for January; the 
minutes of health sector meetings (9 and 30 January), 4W December 2017 health sector infographic, and health PIN 
2018 map.  

 Informed the health sector on earlier developed the contingency health sector plans of Syria hub and WoS for the 
response to eastern Ghouta, including the detailed overview of the preparedness capacity of public and private 
health facilities to meet the health needs of population from eastern Ghouta.    

 
Information and planning: 
 

 Attended WebEx training on surveillance system for attacks on health care supported by HQ. 

 Conducted site visits to some shelters in Homs to assess the health situations using the health assessment tool at a 
community level.  

 Technical follow up with WoS health on 4Ws indicators. 

 Conducted field visits to Tartous city to monitor HeRAMS progress and assess the information systems in public 
health facilities: Aj-Jam'eye, Al-Husein Training, Ar-Radar, Ar-Rahma, Ar-Ramel, Ana WA Tefli centres, and Maternity 
hospital. 

 Developed a map on distribution and functionality of public health facilities (hospitals + centres).  
 
Health operations: 
 
Aleppo response: 
 
No update is provided.  
 
NES (Al-Hassakeh; Ar Raqqa; Deir-ez-Zoir) response: 
 

 Follow up on 6 suspected cases of Guillien-Barre Syndrome and polio in Al Hol camp.  

 Follow up on 1 suspected meningitis patient (a child), reportedly in coma, originally from Ein Issa camp, moved from 
Tal Abiyad hospital to a private hospital in Ein Issa.   

http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-infocus/situation-reports-on-the-polio-outbreak-in-syria.html
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/vaccine-derived-polioviruses/
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 Heath authorities of Tal Abiyad and Al Tabqa national hospitals report on the increasing number of leishmaniosis. 
Deir-ez-Zoir civil council requests support to treat suspected leishmaniosis patients in northern areas. Follow up in 
place with provision of medicines for Qamishli hub for further distribution.  

 Delivering health supplies to a health partners operational in Ar Raqqa city. 

 In 2018 delivered 3 shipments to NES (two by airlifts and one by road to DeZ): a total of 33 tons for 800,000 medical 
treatments.  

 Preparing shipment of 25 tons for Qamishli hub.  

 Local procurement of 120 hospital beds for 4 hospitals is in place.  

 Identifying a local supplier for procurement of 7 blood bank refrigerators.  

 WoS CCCM IDP Sites update 05 Feb. 2018: The mapping can be accessed through the following link: IDP Sites, 
Displacements from Ar-Raqqa + DEZ 

 Produced a narrative report of Al-Assad hospital in Deir-ez-Zoir; an infographic on health profile of public hospitals in 
Deir-ez-Zoir; provided key information and priority needs of health facilities in NES based on HeRAMS for developing 
distribution plan of NES stock. 

 The details of ongoing activities by WHO implementing partners:  
 

National NGO 
Areas of coverage 

(IDP camp; settlement; 
city/village; etc.) 

Governorate 
(Al Hassakeh, Deir-ez-

Zoir, Ar Raqqa) 

Type of service 
(mobile medical 

team; static medical 
point, health center, 

etc.) 

Status (suspended, 
ongoing) 

Al-Mawada Charity Association 

Ain Issa camp Al-Raqqa Mobile team Ongoing 
Al-Karama Al-Raqqa Static medical point Ongoing 
Ma’adan Al-Raqqa Mobile team Ongoing 

Al-Mansoura / Al-
Jurneah 

Al-Raqqa Mobile team Ongoing 

Al-Hol camp Al-Hassakeh Static medical point Ongoing 
Abu Khashab Dier Ezzor Mobile team Ongoing 

Manbej Aleppo Mobile team Ongoing 
Syriac Catholic Archbishopric Al-Areesha camp Al-Hassakeh Static medical point Ongoing 

St. Ephrem Patriarchal Development 
Committee 

Al-Hassakeh city Al-Hassakeh Health center Ongoing 
Dier Ezzour city Dier Ezzor Health center Ongoing 

 

 The details of planned activities by WHO implementing partners: 
 

 
National NGO 

Areas of coverage 
(IDP camp; settlement; 

city/village; etc.) 

Governorate 
(Al Hassakeh, Deir-ez-

Zoir, Ar Raqqa) 

Type of service 
(mobile medical team; static 
medical point, health center, 

etc.) 

 
Al-Birr Association Charitable and Sociable Services 

Al-Qamishly city Al-Hassakeh Health center 

Amuda Al-Hassakeh Health center 

Al-Qahtaneyah Al-Hassakeh Health center 

 
Al Birr Charity Association for Social Services 

 
Al-Hassakeh city 

 
Al-Hassakeh 

  
Health center 

Syriac Catholic Archbishopric 

Al-Shadadeh and 
southern countryside 

 
Al-Hassakeh 

Mobile team 

Al-Hassakeh city Al-Hassakeh Health center 

 
Syria Al Yamama Charity Association 

 
 

Al-Karama Al-Raqqa Static medical point 

Al-Tabqa Al-Raqqa Mobile team 

Al-Twehena camp Al-Raqqa Mobile team 

Al-Hol camp Al-Hassakeh Static medical point 

Al-Areesha camp Al-Hassakeh Static medical point 

Abu Kashab camp Dier Ezzor Mobile team 

Dier Ezzour city and Rural 
areas 

Dier Ezzor Mobile team 

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYTFiMDFmMWItMDNhYi00YzJlLTlkMDMtZTQyYjEwMTFkMjdlIiwidCI6ImU1YzM3OTgxLTY2NjQtNDEzNC04YTBjLTY1NDNkMmFmODBiZSIsImMiOjh9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYTFiMDFmMWItMDNhYi00YzJlLTlkMDMtZTQyYjEwMTFkMjdlIiwidCI6ImU1YzM3OTgxLTY2NjQtNDEzNC04YTBjLTY1NDNkMmFmODBiZSIsImMiOjh9
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Pan Armenian Charity 
Hassakeh city Al-Hassakeh Health center 

Qamishly city Al-Hassakeh Health center 

GOPA 

Hassakeh city Al-Hassakeh Community center 

Al-Hol & Al-Areesha 
camps 

Al-Hassakeh Mobile team 

Qamishly city Al-Hassakeh Al-Hassakeh Community center 

Nwroze & Roj camps Al-Hassakeh Mobile team 

Al Bir Wa Al Ehsan Association in Ras Alain 

Ras AlAin Al-Hassakeh Health center 

Al-Mabruka camp Al-Hassakeh Static medical point 

Al-Mabruka villages 
and  Suluk 

Al-Hassakeh & Al-Raqqa Mobile team 

 

 Provided services through the national NGOs: 
 

Governorate Area 

# of Number 
outpatient 

consultations 
PHC services 

# of patients 
received assistance 

with medicines 

# of 
SHC 

services 

# of trauma 
patients 

# of MHPSS 
# of people with 

disability 

  
 Hassakeh 

Al-Hol camp 689 600 0 0 71 0 

Hassakeh city center 865 661 60 3 0 9 

  
  
Raqqa 
  
  
  
  

 Hamra Nasser village 396 276 0 0 40 0 

Ain Issa camp 1085 967 3 0 120 0 

Maadan/Al-Kasrat 557 545 0 0 45 0 

Al-Mansoura 273 269 0 0 35 0 

Manbij 309 261 0 0 32 0 

Al-Jurneyah 180 180 0 0 18 0 

Deir-ez-Zoir  
 Abo Khashab 395 372 0 0 46 0 

Dier-Ezzor city center 528 479 0 0 0 0 

 
Homs response:  

 A separate weekly report is being produced. 

 Facilitated two workshops on installment and maintenance for medical equipment of the hospitals and PHCs (x-ray, 
mammogram and anesthesia and ICU equipment) for 40 experts of DoH Engineering Departments from Homs, 
Aleppo, Hama, Hassakeh, Raqqa and Deir-ez-Zoir governorates. 

 Facilitated a workshop for infants’ resuscitation for 22 DoH Homs experts.  

 Finalized Health Assessment Tool for IDPs shelters in Homs city & its country side including HTRs 

 Followed up ongoing MoUs with a) Insha’at NGO. The project covers health services, PSS & vocational training in 
Homs city, Hesya city & Hesya Industrial city; b) Al Bir NGO.  

 Follow up visits conducted to 2 national NGOs on EWARS reporting.  
 
Lattakia response:  
 

 Dispatched ICT equipment to MoHE, Glucantime® 1.5 g/ 5 ml to Tishreen hospital.  

 Earlier planned lice campaign is postponed by the authorities.  
 
Immunization: 
 

 The final results of IPV campaign conducted in (Damascus, Hassakeh, and Jurmanah district of rural Damascus) 
indicate that 233,518 children 2-23 months were reported vaccinated (71% of the total target). Independent 
monitoring was finished and the compilation report will be ready next week 
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 There are IDPs from Deir-ez-Zoir residing in Damascus. Baider Nader is the area where a cVDPV2 was isolated. MOH 
and partners focus on this area in each campaign. Joint supervisory visit was conducted to ensure the 
implementation of the operational micro-plan and provide any support on the spot.  

 The Emergency Committee under the International Health Regulations (IHR) was briefed on the cVDPV2 outbreak in 
Syria and the response to date 

 An orientation session was held with Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC) to strengthen the coordination and to refresh 
training on reporting of vaccine preventable diseases in inaccessible areas. SARC has been supporting the 
implementation of immunization activities for outbreak response, routine immunization and AFP surveillance.  

 
Nutrition program and child health:  
 

 Conducting a workshop on nutrition surveillance, growth assessment and IYCF counselling in Aleppo governorate for 
25 pediatricians of private clinics. 

 Conducting training on neonatal resuscitation program in Homs governorate for 25 doctors and health workers to 
implement the program in 4 new hospitals.  

 Following up to the response in NES a nutrition screening was conducted for 465 children under 5 in Karamah, 
Houzaimah and Haysheh IDPs and Arrakh city. 2 severe and 2 moderate malnourished cases were detected.  

 
Secondary health care program:  
 

 Assigned the IA convoy to Nashabiyeh, eastern Ghouta with 4,380 medical treatments and 50 hemodialysis sessions 
(the stock of secondary/tertiary health level facilities).  

 Plans to assess the needs and situation with the hospitals in Lattakia. 

 Coordinated the list of capacity building events jointly with the MoH for 2018.  
 
Disease surveillance:  
 

 Supported the National HIV control program with medicines to treat 5 HIV/AIDS children patients for two years (in 
2017 there were 3 patients).  

 Supported the National TB program with medicines to treat 250 TB children (in 2017 there were 198 patients).   
 
Mental health: 
 

 More than 30 health professionals previously trained on mhGAP intervention guide working at PHC and NGOs health 
facilities received on-the-job training in Hama, Homs and As Sweida’a.  

 Meeting was conducted with the management of Syrian Pulse NGO to start the process of establishing a family well-
being community center in Deir-ez-Zoir city. 

 Meeting was conducted with the deputy minister of education to discuss the progress of the implementation of the 
WHO School Mental Health Programme. 

 Meeting was conducted with the management of Social Care NGO in Hama to agree on the upcoming training plan 
for health and community care providers working at the NGO facilities.  

 
Trauma: 
 

 Conducted a 3-days workshop on national strategic planning in maternal and reproductive health (MRH) for 
programme managers at the country level, specialist doctors, midwives representatives and UNFPA. The workshop 
aim was to discuss and agree on MRH strategic planning approaches based on the current situation, and adopt the 
key strategic directions, objectives and actions in line with the United Nations global strategy on women’s, children’s 
and adolescents’ health: 2016-2030, and the Sustainable Development Goals. 
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 Conducted a field visit to Al Muwasat hospital with WHO representative, the Chinese ambassador and the deputy 
Minister of Higher Education to oversee the work of the newly rehabilitated emergency department.  

 Following the highly positive feedback out of the “first aid and basic life support” training course that were 
conducted for the field workers in the Ministry of Electricity last month, WHO continued its support in this field and 
conducted another course for 25 workers with a plan to train additional 50 this month. 

 
National NGO coordination:  
 

 1 MOU has been cleared with NGO in Al Hassakeh to strengthen safe access to MHPSS at the community level with 
integrated health care services. 

 2 Bilateral meetings were conducted with two potential NGOs (in Deir-ez-Zoir and Lattakia) on the possibility to 
strengthen safe access to MHPSS at the community level.  

 Preparation for planned field visit to Homs to monitoring the implementation of ongoing MoUs with NGOs and 
discuss submitted proposal for renew/new grant agreements. 

 
WASH: 
 

 Upgrading water supply and storage system of St Louis hospital in Aleppo. Work is being advertised. 

 Translation of WHO’s medical waste management manual completed. Document was provided to head of 
environmental health department at MoH for the comments. 

 Procurement of 500 medical waste bins for DoH Aleppo and Damascus is made. Global procurement is raising a new 
Purchase Order.  

 Visit undertaken to DoH Homs to initiate water quality programme for uncontrolled drinking water sources in Homs 
Governorate. Awaiting report from their side which would enable WHO to mobilize necessary resources to start 
implementation. 

 
Capacity support (details):  
 

 Supported 8 training events for 190 participants 
 

Date Participants Details/Field Program 

11-13/02/2018 25 Disability training course in Damascus Trauma 

11/02/2018 20 Measles follow-up committee in Damascus PHC 

11-13/02/2018 25 Newborn and Protect children from mental and physical disabilities in Homs NUT 

12/02/2018 25 Diseases surveillance (Polio, cVDPV2, immediate reporting) for SARC PHC 

13/02/2018 20 Polio Follow-up Committee in Damascus PHC 

13-15/02/2018 25 Infection control / patient and workers safety in hospitals in Damascus SHC 

14/02/2018 20 NCC committee in Damascus PHC 

15/02/2018 30 NITAG committee in Damascus PHC 

 
 
External Relations, Coordination and Communications:  
 

 Preparing media and donor coverage on the joint visit of WHO representative and the Chinese ambassador to the 
newly rehabilitated emergency department at Al-Mouwasat university hospital and preparing a briefing for local 
media representatives about this event along with a video and photos shared with the communication and social 
media team. Chinese Ambassador, WHO representative visit rehabilitated Emergency Department at al-Mouwasat 
Hospital https://sana.sy/en/?p=127031 

 Preparations are in place for creation of WHO Syria twitter account.  

 Preparing the weekly media briefing on WHO main operational activities to be published in the "UN Syria: A week in 
a focus". 

https://sana.sy/en/?p=127031
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 Published the WoS annual report for 2017 
 

Operational support and logistics: 
 

 Dispatched 3.4 tons of medical supplies, equipment, health kits and printing materials covering 3 governorates 
(Damascus, rural Damascus & Lattakia). The recipients included 4 MoH facilities, MoHE, and IA Convoy. The total 
number of treatments is 8,773 and 210 trauma cases. The dispatched supplies included: 

o 70 devices of spirometer (Spirolab III - MIR Srl 910400E1) with 49,696 reusable and disposable mouthpieces 
delivered to MoH central warehouse in Damascus. 

o 15,999 reuse prevention syringes with detachable needles and 160 safety boxes delivered to MoH central 
warehouse in favor of TB program. 

o 8 boxes of EIA measles (Enzygnost Anti-Measles Virus/IgM), 8 boxes EIA Rubella (Enzygnost Anti-Rubella 
Virus/IgM), 4 kits of reagent enzygnost supplementary reagents delivered to MoH – public health labs – 
measles lab in Damascus. 

o Lab supplies delivered to MoH – public health labs – polio lab in Damascus. 
o 1,000 ampoules of Meglumine antimoniate 1.5 g/5 ml (equivalent to antimony 0.405 g ) 5ml delivered to 

MoHE - Tishreen university hospital in Lattakia. 
o ICT equipment was handed over to MoHE - deputy minister office for health affairs in Damascus. 
o 1 Burn dressing kit, 2 pneumonia kits both A & B, 2 Italian emergency kits (B), 1 examination table, 1  

sphygmomanometer adult cuff (Fazzini), 50 Fresenius hemodialysis sessions, 3,000 different types of insulin 
vials and different types of nutrition, PHC & STHC medicines, consumables and printing materials delivered 
to Nashabieh as an IA convoy through SARC support. 

 

KEY GAPS & CHALLENGES 

 

 Temporary shortage of hemodialysis sessions in stock while 40,300 hemodialysis sessions are under procurement 
process and expected to be delivered within the next 3 months and additional 10,000 hemodialysis sessions to 
support Aleppo health facilities.  

 Earlier approved WHO trip to Deir-ez-Zoir was put on hold by MoFA.  

 The temporary nature of the agreement reached for 2 months with the Self-Administration and ongoing system of 
contracts of national NGOs’ approval mechanism (30 days) by MOSA.    

 No medical evacuation from eastern Ghouta.  

 The national authorities for unknown reasons put a demand to provide a sample of each medicine which is part of 
health supplies of IA convoys.  

 
RESPONSE PRIORITIES 
 

 To discuss technical aspects on further enhancement of the Essential Package of Health Services in Syria with 
responsible stakeholders.  

 At least doubling the amount of pre-positioned health supplies for multiple locations in Eastern Ghouta for March-
April IA bi-monthly plan (from the current 41 tons, or 200,000 medical treatments). 

 Consolidation of all follow up issues for WHO response as per the last visit to the area, 23 – 28 January 2018 

 Delivering 25 tons shipment of health supplies by road (56,585 medical treatments and 700 trauma cases) to 
Qamishli for further distribution in all 3 governorates.  

 Participate in IA convoys: Bait Jan, Beitima, Bait Sabr, Kafr Hoor; Afrin; health and nutrition unaccompanied convoy 
to EG (Duma); Nashabiyeh.  

 Production of NES related IM products: 
o 4W health sector, NES and related infographic, monthly  
o The minutes of sub-national health sector coordination meetings in Qamishli, bi-weekly 
o Health sector bulletin, NES, monthly  
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o Monthly WHO situation report, NES 
o Providing structured NES updates for weekly WHO Syria situation reports 
o Aligning 4W health sector HRP  2018 for NES areas 
o Regular monthly and quarterly updates on HeRAMS, EWARS on NES (combined for3 governorates) 

  

 

 
 


