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Situation Overview: 

Afghanistan is bordering China in the northeast part of the country with limited ground crossing 

movement of passengers. Afghans are frequently travelling to different parts of China for both trade and 

education purposes. Around 2000 students are currently studying in different universities of China among 

them around 50 are in Wuhan City; the epi center of COVID-19. 

The ministry of public health along with the World Health Organization- Afghanistan Country Office and 

other stakeholders are working together for proper preparedness, early detection of the suspected cases 

and response to the COVID-19 infection.  

As of today February 20, 2020, no case has been detected by the surveillance system.  

Major steps taken so far: 

1. The Emergency Committee activated and chaired by H.E the minister of public health.  

2. National Emergency Preparedness and Response Plan for COVID-19 developed and 

implementation is in progress 

3. Five technical committees established as following: 

a. Coordination and Preparedness 

b. Surveillance, early detection and Lab 

c. Case Management and health service delivery 

d. Risk Communication and Community Engagement.  

e. Operation and Logistics 

Mitigation Measures and Progress: 

Leadership and Coordination  

1. The  country emergency committee activated and 

convenes regular meetings 

2. Technical Sub-committees established for specific 

tasks  

3. High level advocacy meeting held with 

donors/partners chaired by H.E the minister of public 

health 

4. Coordination enhanced  with the civil aviation 

authorities, other line ministries, Embassy of China 

and ground crossing authorities 
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5. National Rapid Response Teams and the Provincial Emergency Preparedness and Response  

committees activated at the provincial level with regular meeting being convened 

6. Health Cluster ad hoc meeting convened and orientation given on the current status and way 

forward, partners alerted of the situation 

7. The COVID-19 prevention and control measures being regularly discussed as a priority agenda 

during Provincial Health Coordination Committee meetings 

Surveillance and Laboratory 

1. Surveillance protocols and guidelines developed/adopted in local language 

2. Points of entries equipped  with essential resources (infrared thermometer, IEC materials, PPEs, 

and alcohol-based hand rub)   

3. Personnel deployed in 3 international airports and all ground crossings to screen the  passengers 

coming from China or traveled to China during the past 14 days  

4. The country is able to test and confirm COVID-19 at the national influenza center/CPHL 

5. Specimens from the suspected case collected and shipped to Rotterdam in Netherland for testing, 

the result is negative. Six more cases sent for testing and result awaited 

6. As of today, 20 February 625 persons returned from China screened for the symptoms and the 

being regularly traced for the development of symptoms. 

7. After the report from Iran in regard to the confirmed cases surveillance and screening activities 

boosted at the points of entry among the travelers from Iran 

Case Management and Service Delivery 

1. Health care staff of National Infectious Disease 

Hospital and Afghan-Japan Hospital and regional 

hospital trained on the case management and 

Infection Prevention and Control (IPC). The 

training will be replicated to more HWs in the 

respective hospitals/provinces by these trainers 

2. Isolation and quarantine wards established in 

Kabul and the regional hospitals and staff trained on 

the COVID-19 case management 

3. Procured equipment, consumables for CPHL, Afghan-Japan hospital and surveillance (ventilators, 

IPC materials, lab consumables, etc.)  

Risk Communication and Community Engagement 

1. COVID-19 related messages developed, 

translated, printed and distributed to the HCWs  

and public 

2. Awareness sessions conducted in some the 

health facilities 

3. Risk Communication and Community 

Engagement readiness and initial steps Interim 

      IEC Material in Kabul Int'l Airport 

     100 Beds Isolation Center prepared in Kabul 
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guidance for COVID-19 translated into local languages 

4. Health awareness messages posted on sponsored social media channels 

5. WHO in coordination with AWAZ (a humanitarian helpline) established IVR system to answer 

certain questions in regard to COVID-19 

Public Health Risk and Preparedness 

Based on the classification of the World Health Organization, Afghanistan in not in the very high-risk 

category. Afghanistan took necessary measures to prepare for COVID-19 infection. While National 

Emergency Committee is regularly convening meetings with the partners on the progress, five technical 

committees are working on coordination and preparedness, surveillance and detections, case 

management and health services, operation and logistics and risk communication and community 

engagement. Currently, a national isolation centers with a capacity of 100 beds (with possible upgrading 

to 200 beds) and five regional isolation centers each with a capacity of 20-30 beds are prepared as part of 

contingency plan. Four major airports with international connections and all ground points of entry are 

staffed and equipped for screening of travelers with focus to those arriving from China. The Central Public 

Health Lab (CPHL) with the support from WHO is currently able to perform diagnostic tests for COVID-19. 

Resource Mobilization 

While WCO managed to reprioritize some of its available funding for initial interventions on risk mitigation 

and preparedness, we were able to mobilize additional resources of around $ 900,000 locally. We are also 

working with AHF management on some additional allocation for COVID-19, in order to meet the 

minimum financial resources required for WHO to implement preparedness activities as part of national 

preparedness and response plan (EPRP-COVID-19).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts: Dr. Dauod Altaf, Team Leader Health Emergencies, altafm@who.int 

Humayoon Gardiwal, HIM Focal Point, gardiwalh@who.int  
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