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Leveraging National 

Capacity through 

Partnerships for Food 

and Nutrition Security 

 

Country Programme 
200238  

(July 2013 - Dec. 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received    

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

168.5 m 
128.9 m 

(76%) 
- 

There is no 6 month funding shortfall as there is still USD 46,2 million unprogrammed to cover the needs. 
*October 2016 – March 2017 

 

WFP Egypt provides food assistance in the form of school 

snacks and take-home entitlements to enhance children’s 

access to education and help combat child labour. WFP aims 

to expand these school feeding activities across 16 

governorates to reach 1.2 million children and their families 

by 2017.  

In Egypt, there are 1.6 million children involved in 

hazardous work; poverty continues to prevent their access 

to education. WFP targets girls living in rural areas, as they 

are less likely to attend school than boys. In September, 77 

percent of the community school children assisted were 

girls.   

WFP also provides technical support to the Government of 

Egypt by assisting with the development of a sustainable 

strategy for the National School Feeding programme. In 

addition, WFP supports asset creation through its Food 

Assistance for Assets (FFA) activities, to enhance livelihoods 

and build resilience to the effects of climate change. WFP 

assists communities in FFA activities such as physical asset 

creation, community empowerment, skills enhancement, 

and awareness raising. 

Women are particularly vulnerable as they often do not have 

access to basic education or to literacy programmes with 

limited income sources of their own. Thus, women are 

targeted in activities such as income generation and skills 

enhancement. Since the beginning of the year, 1,146 

women were trained, representing 77 percent of the total 

trainees. 

Food Assistance to 

Vulnerable Syrian 

Populations 

 

Regional EMOP 200433  
(Jul 2012 – Dec. 2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received 

(in USD) 

3 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

127 m 
86.3 m 
(68%) 

0.6 m 

* October – December 2016 

** New project under development to begin Jan 2017 

 

As of 30 September 2016, there are 117,350 registered 

refugees from Syria in Egypt (UNHCR). 
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Updated information on food insecurity of refugee 

households is currently being collected through the 

vulnerability re-assessment in collaboration with UNHCR 

which started on 26 April. The baseline survey is expected 

to be completed by mid-October. Refugees receive monthly 

Cash Based Transfers (CBTs) in the form of a voucher of 

USD 24.2 per person. These vouchers support the local 

economy through the participation of partner supermarkets 

and allows refugees greater choice and dignity.  

WFP supports the participation of women in all aspects of 

assistance. Cultural norms are accommodated at voucher 

distribution sites by means of separate male and female 

waiting areas and female staff available on-site. 

Assistance to Egyptian 

Returnees from Libya* 

 
EMOP 200835:  

(May 2015 - September 2016)** 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 m 
1.1 m  

(18%) 
**Project closed in September 

 
In July and September, WFP provided assistance to 21,281 

Egyptians who fled the crisis in Libya. Returnees arrive in 

Egypt with limited means of subsistence and face 

challenges in finding employment. Most returnees are low-

skilled labourers, usually men from rural Upper Egypt 

whose villages of origin have few economic prospects. WFP 

provided a food voucher of EGP 350 (USD 39) to each of 

the targeted returnees, redeemable within one month after 

distribution.  

 

 

Highlights 

 WFP Egypt completed distributions to 21,281 

Egyptian returnees from Libya under 

Emergency Operation 200835.  

 

 WFP Egypt and the Government of Egypt 

launched the ‘1,000 days’ project that aims 

at improving the nutritional status of 

pregnant and nursing women. 

 

 WFP Egypt Country Director delivered the key 

note speech at the ‘First International 

Conference on Migration and Refuge Crises. 

Challenges to Arab and European Nation 

States’ hosted by Cairo University.   

 

 

In Numbers 
440,984 Children and their family members 

assisted in August through School Meals* 

65,018 Syrian refugees assisted in August** 

21,281 Egyptian returnees assisted in July and 

September 
 

52% 48% 
Syrian Refugees 

Assisted 
 
* Assistance to community schools that  

were open during school summer holidays.   
** Data collection for September is ongoing.  

 

Credit: WFP/Mohamed Elkhatib  
Caption: A school girl in a rural community school 
receives her daily snack.  

 

Main 
Photo 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
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Donors 

Country Programme: Canada, Egypt, EU, Germany, Norway, USA and 
private sector donors   
Regional EMOP 200433: Canada, CERF, Denmark, Estonia, Germany, 
Japan, Kuwait, the Netherlands, Norway, Saudi Arabia, USA, UK,   
EMOP 200835: UK and SRAC 

 

 

 

 

 

 
More than a quarter of the Egyptian population lives 
below the poverty line, of which 3.7 million are 
considered extremely poor and cannot meet their 
minimum food needs. An additional 20.8 million are 
categorised as living on the poverty line, with a high 
risk of falling into poverty. In the Gender Inequality 
Index, Egypt ranks 131 out of 155 in 2014. 
 
Poverty continues to be the main barrier to 
education in Egypt and there are at least 1.6 million 
children involved in hazardous work. Girls living in 
rural areas remain the least likely to attend school. 
The Government invests USD 110 million annually in 
the National School Feeding Programme that 
encourages school attendance and combats child 
labour. It reaches 12.5 million of the 17 million 
school pupils.  
 
WFP supports capacity development for national 
institutions to monitor and respond to food security 
risks and strengthen safety nets. WFP has played an 
important role in providing emergency assistance to 
Syrian refugees in Egypt since early 2013 and has 
been supporting Egyptians returning from Libya in 
2016.  
 
WFP has been present in Egypt since 1968. 

Contact info: Amina Al Korey (amina.alkorey@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Menghestab Haile 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/egypt  

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Stunting rates among children 

under 5:  30 % 

2015 Human Development Index: 

108 out of 188 

Income Level: Middle 

Operational Updates 

EMOP 200835 closed: Distribution for the EMOP 

providing assistance to Egyptian returnees from Libya 
started in July in Sohag Governorate and ended 30 
September. WFP Egypt provided food vouchers of EGP 350 
(USD 39) to 21,281 returnees.  

 

1,000 Days Project: WFP launched its ‘1,000 days’ 
project in collaboration with the Ministry of Health and 
Population and the Ministry of Social Solidarity (MoSS) in 
September 2016. The project is assisting 15,000 women 
through conditional CBT in the form of food vouchers as a 
direct way to improve the nutritional status of pregnant 
and nursing women and their infants within the first 1,000 

days timeframe. The targeting of the 15,000 women is 
based on the MoSS criteria for poverty and vulnerability 
and under the condition of attending their monthly 
antenatal visits during their pregnancy and follow-up visits 
with the health centres up to the first 1,000 days of their 
infants’ lives, including pregnancy. 

 
‘First International Conference on Migration and 
Refuge Crises. Challenges to Arab and European 

Nation States’: The conference took place from 24 to 26 
September at Cairo University, Center for Political 
Researches and Studies and Intercultural Dialogue. WFP 
Country Director, Menghestab Haile, delivered the key 

note speech which was well received by the audience. As a 
platinum sponsor, WFP held a booth throughout the 
duration of the conference to raise awareness on WFP 
operations in the region as well as to deliver a wide range 
of visibility products. The booth triggered substantial 
interest from the general public, including a great number 
of students who were eager to learn about volunteer 

opportunities with WFP.    
 

Challenges 

Access to food: Food insecurity in Egypt remains an issue 
of diminishing purchasing power limiting household access 
to food. The average Egyptian household spends more 

than 40 percent of its income on food, rising to more than 
60 percent for the poorest families. On top of the negative 
impact of protracted displacement and related exhaustion 

of resources leading to increasing negative coping 
mechanism, most of the refugees in Egypt live in 
vulnerable host communities where national safety nets 
are already overstretched after two decades of economic 
decline. Fluctuations in foreign currency reserves and 
exchange rates remain a risk to food access for vulnerable 

people. The seasonal increase in food prices continues and 
the gap between inflation rates in producer and consumer 
prices is growing wider. The USD exchange rate, which 
was devalued by 14 percent in March, currently stands at 
USD/EGP 8.88. Although it is expected that the Egyptian 
Pound will experience another devaluation, as per 
agreement with the IMF, it remains unclear when and to 
what extent. 

Shortage of rice: Up to mid-2016, Egypt had been facing 

an unprecedented price increase and a devastating 

shortage of paddy rice in the local market, which affected 

WFP operations. WFP Egypt negotiated two contracts with 

the Ministry of Supply to source 3,545 mt of rice to cover 

the shortage. The final consignment is currently being 

finalized. Due to the optimistic reports on the ongoing 

harvest season as well as the decline in rice prices, WFP 

Egypt is resuming tendering with suppliers from the 

roster.  

 

 

 

Population: 82 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/egypt

