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El Niño: Summary Highlights for 2015-2016 

Region Current Status Outcomes / Outlook Impacts

Central America Postreraseason at an end

Widespread drought during Primera(first) season (provides >60% of 
regional maize production.

Postreraseason (major bean production) should end with near average 
harvests

Most affected are Haiti, Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala and 
Nicaragua. Affected countries maize production may drop 20% (FAO). 

Better Postreracrop production will improve the situation

West Africa Rainfall season ended in Sahel
Sahel: after a very poor start, wetter than average conditions and a 
later than usual end of season
Drier than average conditions along Gulf of Guinea 

No significant impacts expected in the Sahel, apart from localized 
worries in Chad

Dryness in Ghana affecting second season crops

East Africa
Main rainfall season ended in 
Ethiopia (except SE), Eritrea, 
Sudan and most of South Sudan

9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀΩǎ Belgand Meher growing seasons ended with both affected 
by drought. Overall may be worst drought in 50 years, 

Sudan also affected by poor growing season as well as Eritrea and 
Djibouti. Karamoja(NE Uganda) growing season also performed poorly.

Ethiopia now dealing with a major drought related emergency. 

Sudan facing rainfed production shortfall and very poor conditions for 
pastoralists in East and centre. Poor season in Karamojaand some 
localized impacts in South Sudan,

Indian subcontinent 
and South Asia

Main season in Indonesia and 
secondary season in the 
Philippines

Favourable season in Pakistan and Afghanistan. 
Unfavourable monsoon season in India and most of SE Asia countries.
Indonesia, Philippines and Pacific islands endured drier than average 
conditions until now and are forecast to continue until January 2016. 

Strong negative impacts already felt in PNG are likely to worsen.

Indonesia expected to face impacts on national crop production, and 
on livelihoods of poorer communities in eastern province.

Horn of Africa
Final stages of the Short Rains 
(October ςDecember)

Widespread wetter than average conditions; October flooding in 
Somalia, flash floods and landslides in Kenya. 
Good vegetation development, except NE Kenya

Flooding so far at manageable scales and no major catastrophic 
flooding is expected. 

Favourablepasture and marginal agricultural conditions in semi-arid 
areas due to enhanced rainfall. Worries remain in NE Kenya

Southern Africa
Early stages of the 2015/16 
season (October to April)

Severe rainfall deficits in the early stages of the season, with delays in 
the start of the season and poor vegetation status. There is still time for 
recovery

Possible maize production drops in South Africa (main producer), 
Zimbabwe and Malawi; the resulting high prices and low availability 
will put additional stress on households. 

South America Early stages of the 2016 season
Drier than average in northern areas of continent, wetter than average 
in southern Brazil, Paraguay and along coasts of Peru and Ecuador.

Possible drought in NE Brazil and dryness in Bolivia. Enhanced risk of 
flooding and landslides in  Paraguay, Peru and Ecuador.

Red=Negative; Orange=Watch; Green=Positive
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The El Niño 2015-16 in the Historical Context

The2015/ 16ElNiñoEvent

Thecurrent ElNiño wasofficially declaredin March 2015. It hasjust reachedits peakintensity and
will now start unwindingbackto neutral conditions,which will probablybe reachedin the second
quarterof 2016.

ThisEl Niño event has someparticular featureswith relevant implicationsfor the food securityof
manypopulationsaroundthe globe:

Å It hadbeenin the makingfor a longwhile beforeits officialdeclaration

Å it isoneof the strongestin the availablerecord

Å it is likelyto be relativelylongerlived

Seenextslidefor a summaryinfographic.

El Niño Threshold

1997/ 981982/ 83 2015/ 16

Inter-tropical Pacific Sea Surface Temperature anomalies from 1982 to present. The current event and the two most intense eventsin record are highlighted. Red line is the El Niñothreshold

Latest El Niñoforecasts, 
showing the peak being 
reached now, followed by 
its steady decay.

End of the event
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The El Niño 2015-16: A Long Build Up to Record Intensity
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El Niño: 1997/1998 vs 2014/2015

1996/97/98

2014/15/16

Southern Africa: 
Drought and 
regional crop 
deficits 

Nov 2014-Mar 2015

Central 
America: 
Severe 
drought 
March-July 
2014

Central 
America: 
Severe 
drought 
March-July 
2015

Ethiopia
Severe drought 
March-May 2015 
July-Sept 2015

Indonesia and Pacific
Severe drought 
July-Dec 2015

East Africa
Flood Risk
Oct-Dec 2015

Southern Africa: 
Likelihood of 
Drought Nov 
2015-Mar 2016

SE Asia
Dryness
July-Sept 2015

Senegal/Mauritania: 
Severe drought 
July-Sept 2014

El Niño 
Declared

A quasiElNiño before the real event

Althoughthe current ElNiño wasofficially declaredin
March2015, the ElNiño indicator(s) floated about the
standard El Niño declaration threshold from the
secondquarterof 2014.

In mid 2014the probabilityof an ElNiño eventby late
2014 was about 75%. The El Niño threshold was
actuallyexceededin October2014, but not all criteria
were fulfilled for a declaration.

Even if this ŘƛŘƴΩǘreach the status of full blown El
Niño, many areas of the globe endured El Niño-like
impacts, which usually hit the poorest, most food
insecurepopulations:

Å In Central America,during the Primera seasonof
2014, many areas registered some of the lowest
rainfall in 30years.

ÅTheSahelhad a very poor start to the 2014season
and Senegaland Mauritania were hit by the worst
droughtin 20years.

ÅSouthernAfrica endureddrought conditionsduring
its October-April growingseasonof 2014-2015that
led to staplemaizecrop production declinesand a
decreasein the regionalstocks.

Theseclimatic eventsweakenedthe copingability of
poor and food insecurehouseholds,heighteningtheir
vulnerabilitybefore the proper ElNiño eventhadeven
begun.

Thiswas particularlythe casefor SouthernAfrica and
alsofor CentralAmerica.
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Overview of El Niño Impacts

Sudan-SouthSudan-Ethiopia-Uganda
Drought in both Ethiopian growing 
seasons, as well as in Sudan, Eritrea,  
parts of South Sudan and Uganda

Central America and Caribbean
Drought in first growing season and 
poor development of the second 
season hitting most or all of the 
region

Southern Africa
El Niño expected to lead to drier than 
average conditions across the region. 
Impacts will add to a poor previous 
cropping season that resulted in 
regional cereal deficitsand low stocks

Horn of Africa
El Niño expected to lead to much 
wetter than average conditions. 
Significantly enhanced flood risk 
for Kenya and Somalia. On the 
other hand, favourable pasture 
likely to help recovery of marginal 
pastoral areas

South-east Asia
Rainfall deficits throughout the 
main monsoon growing season. 
Indonesia facing particularly 
drier than average conditions, 
enhancing forest fires and 
damaging crops. Papua New 
Guinea facing one of the worst 
droughts in memory

AnEventwith a GlobalReach

ElNiñohasa globalreach,with a varietyof impactsspreadthroughoutthe world andthe year. Themapgraphicaboveblendsboth alreadyobservedimpactson
rainfall(3rd quarterof 2015) with expectedrainfallseasonsoutcomesfor the lastquarterof 2015.

Theglobalimpactof this ElNiñoevent is clearlyapparentςmanyof its manifestationsareon the droughtside,but quite a few areas(e.g. Hornof Africa)seea
significantenhancementin rainfallandhenceon the likelihoodof largescalefloods.



East Africa: 

A complex pattern of El Niño impacts



Timings of El Niño Impacts  

RegionB:

Seasonalrains fall within October to May,
mostly in two separate rainfall seasons,
Octoberto Novemberand March to May (e.g.
YŜƴȅŀΩǎShortRainsandLongRains).

In this region, the first rainfall season is
currently under way and El Niño impacts are
now developing; they are expectedto result
mostly in wetter than averageconditionsthat
may causesignificant flood events but may
alsoenhancecropandpastureproduction.

In the absence of major flood events,
consequencesfor householdsand livelihoods
should be beneficial and result in shorter
hungergapsin early2016.

ñ

Overview of El Niño impacts in East Africa 

Thecurrent ElNiño event hasinfluencedEastAfricasinceits official onset in March 2015. To better understandthe geographyand timing of ElNiño impacts,East!ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ
complexpatternof growingseasonsis representedby two broadfairly simplifiedregionsanda transitionregionshownon the mapbelow:

A

B

RegionA:

Most seasonal rains fall from March to
October,mostly in a singlecontinuousseason,
though some areas register two separate
rainfall seasonsό9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀΩǎBelg and Meher
seasons, March to May and July to
September).

In region A, rainfall is effectively over and El
Niño impacts are now resolved; they have
resulted primarily in drier than average
conditions ranging from transient rainfall
deficits to full blown droughts with crop and
pastureshortfallsasanoutcome.

The consequences for households and
livelihoodswill bemostlyfelt duringthe typical
hungerperiod in the early stagesof the next
growingseason(Marchto July2016).

Transition:

Areas with complex rainfall patterns,
frequently with a long season with
pronouncedpeaksin rainfall. Likelyto suffer a
mix of two ElNiño influences,drought in July-
September and wetter than average
conditionsfrom Octoberonwards.
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