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Market update - 2 (February - March 2015) 

 

UKRAINE Price Monitoring of key food items in 

Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts  

Data from the State Statistics Service, Ministry of Economic Development and Trade  

Highlights 
 The year-on-year Food Price index shows 

national level inflation of 36% (February 

2015). 

 Local prices are rising at much greater 

rates than the national levels. 

 Localized reports of meat and oil shortages 

in some areas of Donetsk Oblast in the 

Non-Government Controlled Areas 

(NGCA). 

 Generalized concern of food shortages 

have been reported with stores and 

markets closing due to conflict. 

National Context  
 The rates show clearly that there has been 

a recent and steep increase in prices from 

January 2014.  There is currently no 

indication that this current trend will 

change. 

 The changes in the cost of a minimum food 

basket1 has increased by 50% compared to 

March 2014 and according to the last 

official report is around 765 UAH, 

evidencing a steady and steep increase of 

prices. 

Overview of Price data from 

Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts 

This is a summary of price changes of key food 

items collected from markets in the 

government-controlled areas of Donetsk and 

Luhansk oblasts. Note that some dairy products are significantly more expensive in Donetsk compared to Luhansk 

oblasts.  

                                                                 
1The prices are presented for the minimum food basket established by the Cabinet of Minister of Ukraine. The unit is the minimum standard of 

consumption (quantity) for each food item recommended by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, Resolution No 656 as of 14 April 2000. 

Figure 1: CPI Trends for Ukraine 2014, month-to-month 

 
Figure 2: Minimum food basket trends (National) – State Statistics of 
Ukraine 

 

633.4
671.94

765.30

400.00
450.00
500.00
550.00
600.00
650.00
700.00
750.00
800.00

Minimum food basket price 2013-2015, UAH

Food basket price 2013 Food basket price 2014

Food basket price 2015



 
 

The food items have been grouped in order to track the changes more easily graphically.  Potatoes are a staple food in 

Ukraine and are grouped with cereals for this fact.  However, note that price increases here (even small) will reflect a 

significant proportional increase, even if changes in other commodities are lower. 

Changes in Prices (absolute) in UAH 
*note that no price data from GCA was available at the time of analysis for 
mid March in Donetsk 

Donetsk 
oblast 

 Luhansk 
oblast 

 

  February March February March 

  Early Early* Mid Mid 

Staples Rice 17.22 24.58 18.03 25.9 

Wheat bread. 1st grade flour 7.82 9.3 7.73 10.55 
Rye bread. wheat and rye bread 9.93 12.25 7.04 9.71 
Wheat flour, highest grade 7.16 9.52 7.05 10.07 
Pasta 8.36 11.17 8.33 10.86 
Buckwheat grits 18.44 20.23 18.53 22.08 
Potato 5.3 6.67 3.95 4.86 

Fresh Meats Boiled sausages 1st grade 42.32 45.7 38.64 41.45 
Beef 60.29 62.5 70.49 75.62 
Pork 59.96 62.31 54.77 60.47 
Poultry (carcass) 31.36 34.3 30.65 34.31 
Eggs I-II categories 14.73 14.64 13.8 14.09 

Dairy/Milk Milk. 2.5% 9.85 10.33 9.18 9.05 
Sour cream 15% 27.85 30.87 24.77 24.01 
Curd 9% 50.74 51.17 58.41 62.18 

Fats/Oils Pork fat (salo) 46.09 45.64 34.8 37.8 
Butter 72-73% 77.34 83.5 71.69 77.43 
Sunflower oil 22.26 30.9 20.51 28.16 

Sugar  8.92 16.7 9.52 15.85 
Fresh Produce Cabbage 6.39 9.98 5.71 6.72 

Carrot 4.93 7.93 4 5.52 
Beetroot 4.79 7 4.09 5.5 
Onion 4.94 8.51 4.42 6.14 

Fuel Fuel A-95 17.96 25.68 18.75 24.43 

Diesel fuel 17.28 26.34 18.33 25.43 

Inflation changes by Commodity Groups 

Here the inflation is measured as a percentage of the month-to-month changes (same reporting period of current 

compared to the previous).  The groups indicated above are used to improve presentation and allow these groups to 

be compared to each other easily.  Note that 100 is a price that has stayed the same from the month prior, less than 

100% indicates declining prices, and greater than 100% indicates an increases (for example 200% is a doubling in the 

price). 

Figure 3: Month to month average price changes for all commodity groups 
(Donetsk oblast) 2015 

 
What is clear is that some commodities such as sugar and fuel are particularly affected by recent increases. 



 
 

Main points to note in Donetsk oblast: 

 There was no price spike in early February; 

 Fresh produce and fuel have experienced the greatest continuous increases in price with oils/fats slightly 

lower.  All have seen a recent and sharper increase at the beginning of March; 

 Increases in other commodities have experienced a similar sharp increase at the beginning of March but to a 

lower degree. 

Figure 4: Month to month average price changes for all commodity groups 
(Luhansk oblast), 2015 

 
Main points to note In Luhansk oblast: 

 Sugar almost doubled in price in early February but continued to see large increases in prices that have 

continued to increase into March. This may be related to the announcement of the cease-fire agreement; 

 Oils/fats, fresh meat and dairy products have remained relatively stable; 

 Fresh produce has experienced stead monthly increases of about 20% since the end of January; 

 Of reasonable concern is the steady increase in the average prices of staple foods. 

Cost of Food Basket 

Using only the items in the list presented in this bulletin a food basket was constructed (using the same amounts of 

commodities recommended in the WFP food basket for the Cash and Vouchers programming).  The national average 

was about 765UAH in early March 2015.  As can be seen from Figure 5 all of the districts are considerably higher than 

that of the national average (15-25% 

higher).  There are indications that the 

population still consumes relatively diverse 

diet.  However, it is likely that they are 

reducing the amounts of food consumed to 

adjust for the ever increasing costs. 

In summary, these rising prices will have an 

impact on both local population as well as 

IDPs in the area.  Further action is being 

taken to gather data from the NGCA in 

order to understand what the changes in 

market dynamics there is having on the cost 

of the minimum food basket. 

 

  

Figure 5: Food Basket Cost trend across districts of affected 
areas 

 



 
 

Update from NGCA in Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts 

Data on basic commodities (from the main list above) was collected by ADRA from the NGCA in Luhansk and Donetsk 

in order to get a quick idea of the price differences between government and non-government controlled areas, as 

well as availability of products.  In summary prices in these areas are much higher than in government-controlled 

areas and prices are changing frequently. Indicatively the following observations were made: 

1. In Luhansk prices of fresh vegetables are greater than that of NGCA Donetsk; 

2. The cost of fresh meat is almost double in both oblasts in NGCA compared to GCAs; 

3. Staple food costs are considerably higher in NGCA compared to GCAs (around 50% higher); 

4. Indicatively, there is potentially a 50% higher cost in food basket price between GCA and NGCA. 

It should be noted that there are localized differences within the NGCA in terms of availability (and certainly prices) as 

well as how the markets were functioning.  Some observations provided by ADRA were as follows: 

Donetsk: 

1. Three functioning supermarkets (Brusnichka, Amstor, Narodnyi  (originally ATB)) provides electronic transfer 

possibility (as well as cash) but do not always have meat, sugar, and oil; 

2. Open markets have all more availability of commodities but the prices for some products are higher. 

Luhansk: 

1. Price differences between supermarkets and other markets are less pronounced; 

2. The average difference in price is higher in Luhansk NGCA compared to GCA than in Donetsk; 

3. Lutuhyne, Heorhiivka, Hriashchuvate raions, especially Kirovsk, Novosvitlivka, Pervomaisk, Uspenka, 

Donetske, compared to other parts of the oblast have experienced greater difficulties in accessing food due 

to recent military actions. 


