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WFP Assistance 

 

In Numbers 

3.8 m people displaced 

7.7 m people in food insecurity and livelihood 

crisis (June-Dec 2017 IPC) 

472,000 refugees 

503,600 beneficiaries assisted in July 

 

Highlights  

 An allocation of USD 291,049 from the Immediate 
Response Account was approved on 7 July 2017. The 
funds will be used for preparedness activities in the Kasaï 

region. Through this funding, WFP will augment storage 

capacity for the initial food response, conduct food 
security and vulnerability as well as market assessments.  
 

 A report on the Cost of Hunger in Africa study published 
by the Prime Minister of DRC on 07 July reveals that the 
economic toll of malnutrition in the country reached 1.7 

billion dollars a year, equivalent to as much as 4.5 
percent of the GDP of the country.   
 

 

 

 

 

    

 
Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received  

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Targeted Food Assistance to Victims of Armed Conflicts and 

Other Vulnerable Groups 

PRRO 200832 
(Jan 2016 – Dec 2017) 243 m 

 m 
(%) 

 m 
(%) 

Critical support to populations affected by the ongoing crisis in 

Central African Republic and its regional impact 

Regional EMOP 200799 

(Jan – Dec 2017) 17.3 m 
 m  

(%) 

 m 
(%) 

Provision of Humanitarian Air Services in DRC (UNHAS) 

SO 201016 

(Jan – Dec 2017) 28.6 m 
 m  

(%) 
N/A 

Logistics Cluster Coordination and Information Management in 

the Democratic Republic of Congo 

SO 200747 

(Dec 2014 – June 2017) 2.7 m 
 m  

(%) 
N/A 

Emergency Road Rehabilitation 

SO 200864 

(Aug 2015 – July 2017) 23 m 
 m  

(%) 
 m 

                                                                                              *May - October 2017       

 

                                       

 

 

200832: The Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation 

(PRRO) aims to assist 3.2 million people by: providing 

life-saving food assistance to Internally Displaced 

Persons (IDPs) and refugees in crisis-affected areas; 

contributing to reducing the prevalence of acute 

malnutrition through nutrition support and treatment for 

children aged 6-59 months and to pregnant and nursing 

women; facilitating rehabilitation and reconstruction of 

destroyed assets, including feeder roads, markets, 

productive and social infrastructure; increasing the 

resilience of severely food insecure communities to 

shocks and; enhancing national capacity to respond to 
disasters. 

200799: This Emergency Operation (EMOP) assists 
70,000 refugees from the Central African Republic 

(C.A.R.) residing in DRC. Planned assistance to host 

communities has been put on hold due to funding 
constraints. 

 

201016: The UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) 

provides reliable links between the capital and the 

eastern provinces, as well as access to other deep-field 

locations, including the ex-Equateur Province. In 

response to the enormous needs of displaced 

populations in the Kasai region, United Nations 

Humanitarian Service (UNHAS) has significantly 

expanded its air services in the region. This substantial 

increase in the WFP / UNHAS Air service not only 

facilitates access to displaced persons in several 

remote areas within Kasai but also facilitates regular 

connecting flights to the west and east of the country. 

 

200747: The Special Operation (SO) aims to provide 

logistics support to the humanitarian community 

through Logistics Cluster activities and services under 

WFP's leadership. The Logistics Cluster facilitates road 

transport for the humanitarian community as well as 

storage facilities to humanitarian partners responding 

to the plight of IDPs in the eastern conflict area. This 
operation is facing serious funding constraints. 

200661: The Special Operation aims to strengthen 

Food Security cluster coordination in DRC. WFP and 

FAO co-leads, with Action Against Hunger (ACF) as the 

facilitator, to coordinate relief through: strengthening 

existing national and local humanitarian management 

and coordination systems, building on local capacities 

through the active participation of women and men 

from the affected population; and ensuring the 

coordination of rapid food security response to 

displaced populations and through the development of 

strategic action plans that include multi sector 

assessments, response analysis and Integrated Phase 

Classification (IPC). 
 

 

 

 

Credit: WFP/Jacques David 
Caption: UNHAS aircraft operating in Kalemie territory 
in Tanganyika province  
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/527789a2e4b0a23a823e44cd/t/595ddd83cd0f68bbbeb79018/1499323917932/DRC_Report%5Bfinal%5D+%282%29.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
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Operational Updates 

 WFP interventions in the Kasais  

The Logistics Cluster has been operational in the Kasais 

since June 2017. The Cluster aims to provide technical 
and logistical support to humanitarian actors in need of 
assistance. Mobile warehouses (Wiikhalls) have been 
erected to store food and non-food items. In addition, 

a few trucks have been dispatched to Kananga for the 
transportation of these items. The number of trucks 
may be increased, as the needs arise. 

Immediate Response - Emergency Operation (IR-

EMOP): WFP will start food distributions in Kasai 
Central shortly, in partnership with World Vision 
International. Over 25,000 beneficiaries will be 
targeted. Another 17,000 beneficiaries will be assisted 
in Kasai. Also, an Emergency Operation has been 

prepared in favor of 250,000 beneficiaries to cover the 
period September to December 2017. Deployment of 
staff who will implement the operation is underway. 

UNHAS has widely extended its air services in the 

region by permanently positioning a Caravan-type 
aircraft in Kananga, to facilitate greater mobility for 
humanitarian actors. DRC UNHAS now covers two new 
destinations namely Lusambo and Ilebo twice a week 

and organizes return flights to Kananga and Mbuji-Mayi 
every working day of the week. This substantial 
increase in air services not only facilitates access to 
displaced persons in several areas but also facilitates 
connecting flights to the west and east of the country. 

Challenges: WFP is currently deploying staff to the 
Kasai region and working with UN agencies and NGO 

partners to scale up assistance. However severe access 
as well as funding constraints limit WFP capacity to 
respond.  

 IPDs receive WFP food assistance in Tanganyika: 

Emergency food assistance has been provided to 
approximately 49,000 Internally Displaced persons 
(IDPs) in Kabutonga, Kabubili, Lubuye, Moni and 
Filtisaf in Tanganyika province. These IDPs fled their 
camps located at the outskirts of Kalemie following 

Twa (Pygmies) and Luba (Bantu) ethnic conflict. 
 
Launch of e-vouchers: On 17 July, WFP launched in 
Lusenda Burundian refugee camp in South Kivu 
electronic vouchers (e-vouchers). Through this 
programme, WFP injected USD 435,549 to allow more 
than 29,000 refugees to tailor the assistance to their 

own specific needs and access greater diversity of 
foods with higher nutritional value. The beneficiaries 
could use the e-card to purchase food at any of WFP’s 

17 contracted shops.  

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) is Africa's 

second largest country. Due to its rich and fertile soil, 

agriculture is the primary rural economic activity. 

However, the nation has a food production deficit 

estimated at 30-40 percent. Seventy percent of the 

population lives below the poverty line and lacks 

access to adequate food.  

Given the huge humanitarian needs and limited 

resources, WFP conducted a prioritization exercise, 

which led to a reduced geographical scope for the 

PRRO; this is in line with WFP's revised priorities in 

DRC. The prioritization exercise focused on addressing 

the acute needs of conflict affected populations in 

eastern DRC and the needs of refugees from C.A.R. in 
ex-Equateur Province in the West.  

In addition to the geographical re-focusing, WFP also 

prioritized its activities to achieve the following 

objectives: relief assistance to IDPs and refugees 

using the most efficient and effective combination of 

means of assistance (cash-based transfers and food 

distributions); refocused school feeding in emergency 

and transitional contexts, treatment of moderate 

acute malnutrition (MAM) in priority areas, prevention 

of acute malnutrition in areas where Global Acute 

Malnutrition (GAM) exceeds 15 percent and support to 

people returning to areas of origin through food 
assistance for assets interventions. 

WFP has been present in the DRC since 1973. 

 

Chronic malnutrition: 43% of 

children between 6-59 months 

Donors 

USA, Canada, UN Common Fund, Japan, UN CERF, UN other Funds 
and Agencies (excl. CERF), European Commission, UK, 
Switzerland 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 Human Development Index: 

176 out of 188 

Income Level: Low-income 
country 

Contact info: Claude Kalinga (claude.kalinga@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Claude Jibidar (claude.jibidar@wfp.org)  

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/congo-

democratic-republic  

 

Population: 70 million 

http://factory.wfp.org/reporting/donors/donor/un-common-funds-and-agencies-excl-cerf/2016
http://www.wfp.org/countries/congo-democratic-republic
http://www.wfp.org/countries/congo-democratic-republic

