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 WFP Assistance 

 
Country Programme 

200434 

(1 April 2013 – 31 

March 2018) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

36.2 m 
32.5 m 
(90%) 

 1.7 m 

*August 2017 - January 2018 

The country programme (CP) aims to break the inter-

generational cycle of undernourishment and hunger 

among the most vulnerable population in Nicaragua.  

 

Through Mother and Child Health activities, WFP 

provides nutritional support to vulnerable groups living 

in communities with high chronic malnutrition rates in 

municipalities recurrently affected by drought in the 

departments of Nueva Segovia and Madriz.  

 

The school meals programme supports access to 

education with a daily meal to pre- and primary school 

children in the most food insecure municipalities in 

Jinotega and the North Caribbean Coast Autonomous 

Region (RACCN). WFP also supports the national 

strategy with nutrition education, school gardens, 

infrastructure improvement, technical assistance and 

training to government staff and strengthening of 

community organizations.  

 

WFP also provides an additional meal to schoolchildren 

in municipalities affected by shocks. This response is in 

line with the government strategy to augment its 

existing social safety net programmes to reach the 

most vulnerable population during times of hardship. 

With the support of WFP, children receive a mid-

morning meal through the national school meals 

programme and a lunch before going home. 

 

Through the resilience programme, WFP seeks to 

ensure that vulnerable communities are better 

prepared to cope with shocks. Resilience objectives are 

being mainstreamed primarily through the school 

garden initiative and smallholder farming activities.  
 

The mitigation and safety nets programme aims to 

enhance adherence to anti-retroviral therapy (ART) 

among HIV affected people in Managua and the 

department of Chinandega. 

  

Finally, WFP supports sustainable development by 

increasing the income of smallholder farmers 

associated in farmer organizations (FOs). To do so, 

WFP connects them to local markets and social safety 

nets, leveraging their food demand; and fosters their 

capacities with technical assistance. Women farmers 

receive particular support through WFP’s economic 

empowerment strategy. 

 
Restoring Food 

Security and 

Livelihoods for 

Vulnerable Groups 

Affected by Recurrent 

Shocks in El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras 

and Nicaragua 

Regional PRRO: 

200490 

(1 January 2014 – 31 

December 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

13.4 m 
2.4 m 
(18%) 

13 m 

(80%) 

* August 2017- January 2018 

 

The regional PRRO aims to respond to small and 

medium scale emergencies through the provision of 

food assistance to affected families. WFP has 

contingency stocks available for a rapid response. 

 

WFP enhances the capacity of SINAPRED for 

emergency preparedness and response through 

technical assistance, training, reproduction of 

materials, simulation exercises and strengthening of 

community organizations and local governments. 

 

 

Highlights  

 WFP distributed 901 mt of food, including vegetable oil, 

rice, beans, maize, dates, and super cereal, to assist 

200,600 pre- and primary school children in the Dry 

Corridor with a second meal at school. In response to 

three consecutive years of drought, the Ministry of 

Education has utilized the national school meals 

programme as a shock-responsive social safety net. 

 WFP supported the National System of Disaster 

Preparedness, Mitigation and Attention (SINAPRED) 

with technical assistance to update multi-hazard maps 

in 14 municipalities and design drought response plans 

in 5 municipalities of the Dry Corridor. This exercise 

will be finished by September 2017. 

 

 

Credit: WFP/Sabrina Quezada 
Caption: Members of the COSAMESPE farmer organization, 
working after the harvest of beans.  
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In Numbers 

203,000 people targeted by WFP in July 2017 

365,000 people assisted by WFP in July 2017 

 
49% 51% 
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Donors 

Australia, Canada, European Union, Japan, Nicaragua, Private 
Donors, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, and Switzerland. 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 Since weather conditions have improved, the Ministry 
of Education requested WFP to increase the number of 

targeted schoolchildren in the Dry Corridor of 
Nicaragua and reduce the number of days of 
assistance from the planned three months to one 
month. This way, all pre- and primary school children 

in the Dry Corridor will receive two meals in schools 
during the most critical month of the lean season.  

 As part of the El Niño response, WFP is seeking to 
foster the climate resilience of vulnerable smallholders 
in the dry corridor of Nicaragua. Thus, with the 

support of the European Union, WFP distributed fruit 
and forestry plants to 480 women and men farmers, 
from three of its assisted farmer organizations (FOs).  

Gender Equlity 

 WFP continued to advance gender awareness in rural 

communities of Nicaragua, where the gender gap 

hinders the integration of women farmers into 

markets. Together with the technical team of one of 

its assisted FOs, WFP implemented a series of 

workshops on gender identity, power and violence, 

directed to 74 women from four Fos assisted by WFP.  

 Women farmers received trainings on pricing and 

credit administration, and basic accounting. A total of 

110 women farmers from four FOs also benefited from 

agricultural inputs and equipment, provided by WFP at 

half price. They were requested to finance the 

remaining 50 percent of the cost, using the FOs’ 

revolving funding pots, thus putting into practice their 

acquired knowledge on credit management.  

Challenges  

 Despite resource mobilization efforts, the Mother and 
Child Health component of the country programme 
has been severely underfunded since its beginning. 
The lack of continued assistance negatively impacts 

the nutritional status of the most vulnerable 
population. To continue to provide nutritional 
assistance in 2017, WFP needs USD 214,000. 

 HIV activities have been discontinued due to lack of 
funding, with no distributions planned for 2017. WFP 
needs USD 21,000 to support 1,600 people. 

 WFP requires USD 3 million to begin the procurement 
of commodities for the requirements of 163,000 
schoolchildren in January 2018. Considering lead 
times of up to four months, funds are required by no 

later than September to ensure a healthy pipeline.  

Promoting Nutrition and Food Security in 

Rural Nicaragua 

 With the aim of fostering good nutrition and eating 

habits, WFP conducted food security and nutrition 

workshops in the north-western region of the country 

with members of six of its FOs, as well as member 

staff from the Nicaraguan Institute of Agricultural 

Technology (INTA), WFP’s government partner. The 

topics focused particularly on the components of a 

healthy diet, the different types of malnutrition, 

including obesity and overweight, the bio fortification 

of beans, and nutritional evaluations.  

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Nicaragua is a low income, food deficit country and 

considered one of the poorest countries in Latin 

America. 29.5 percent of households live in poverty 

and 8.3 percent in extreme poverty on less than 

USD 1.25 a day (INIDE 2015). Poverty levels are 

higher in rural areas where 50 percent of the 

population is poor and 11.5 percent lives in extreme 

poverty. The highest rates of chronic malnutrition 

occur in the departments of Madriz (30 percent), 

Jinotega and Nueva Segovia (28 percent), located in 

the northern Dry Corridor (ENDESA 2011/2012). 

Nicaragua is vulnerable to recurrent natural 

disasters that impede progress in addressing 

poverty and food insecurity. It is ranked fourth in 

the Long-Term World Climate Risk Index 

(Germanwatch, 2016). Food insecurity in Nicaragua 

is closely related to poverty, recurrent natural 

disasters and effects of climate change. Agriculture 

is the primary economic activity and engages almost 

70 percent of the population and contributes to 20 

percent of the country's GDP. 

Historically, Nicaragua has been characterized by 

strong gender disparities. While there has been 

progress in recent years, the gap between men and 

women remains high, especially in rural settings, 

where traditional roles predominate at both the 

workplace and household level (USAID 2012). 

WFP supports the Government of Nicaragua’s Zero 

Hunger Programme by strengthening social safety 

nets, addressing prevention of chronic malnutrition 

and improving food security of smallholder farmers. 

WFP has been present in Nicaragua since 1971. 

Contact info: Maria Elena Velazquez,  

mariaelena.velazquez@wfp.org 

Country Director: Antonella D’Aprile 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/nicaragua  

 

Chronic malnutrition: 17% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

125 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 6.08 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/nicaragua

