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MEASLES VACCINATION CAMPAIGN TARGETS OVER 
360,000 CHILDREN

South Kivu health services and humanitarian partners on Saturday 
have wrapped up a measles vaccination campaign targeting over 
360,000 children aged between 6 months old and 10 years in 
Ibanda, Kituku health zones. Since the beginning of 2018 more 
than 250 cases have been reported in these areas. In 2017 with 
more than 11,500 registered were recorded in South Kivu where 
the disease is endemic.

MANIEMA: FIVE SCHOOLS HAVE SUSPENDED 
CLASSES DUE TO INSECURITY

More than 1,300 students are no longer attending classes 
following the closure of the schools in mid-January in the wake of 
clashes between the Congolese army and armed groups in the 
areas of Kalonda and Kibuyu in Kabambare Territory. In the same 
area, about twenty houses were set on fire on 23 January by armed 
men, forcing some families to move again. The security context in 
this Territory has remained very volatile, particularly in the border 
areas with Fizi Territory, in South Kivu. Some 10,000 people were 
reported displaced in mid-January in the area of Lulimba and its 
vicinity following clashes. On 27 January a UN peacekeeper was 
killed when a convoy was attacked.

HUMANITARIAN COORDINATOR BOLDUC WRAPS UP 
MISSION TO THE EAST

Humanitarian Coordinator Kim Bolduc, DR Congo’s most senior 
humanitarian official, on 5 February wrapped up her first mission 
to the Kasai region and Tanganyika Province, during which she 
took stock of humanitarian needs in these two provinces that are 
among the most affected by internal displacement. In Kasai, she 
visited Matamba village whose population has swollen with the 
arrival of thousands of displaced people, mainly women and 
children. She heard testimonies from women who recounted 
violence and rights violations as the region spiraled into a cycle of 
violence. She also visited a center run by a Congolese NGO that 
assists teenage girls who had been enrolled within armed groups. 
In Kalemie, Bolduc visited the Katanyika site where some 13,000 
people have taken refuge following community violence. In her 
meetings with provincial authorities, she stressed the need for 
greater collaboration with United Nations and NGOs. She also met 
with humanitarian actors who raised, among other things security 
concerns and low funding levels as impediments to the ability to 
deliver aid to those in need. 
In January, HC Bolduc launched a USD-1.68 billion appeal for 
humanitarian response for 2018.

TANGANYIKA: UNFPA MEDICAL SUPPORT TO THE 
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT

The United Nations Population Fund, UNFPA, handed over five 
tons of medical equipment to Tanganyika provincial authorities. 
The aid is intended for Nyunzu, Nyemba and Kansimba health 
zones for tens of thousands of nursing and pregnant women as 
well as survivors of sexual violence.

SOUTH KIVU: THOUSANDS FLEE TO BURUNDI

Almost 7,000 people living on the Ubwari Peninsula crossed into 
neighboring Burundi between 24 and 30 January, following 
Congolese army operations against armed groups, according to 
the Office of the High Commissioner for refugees in Burundi. At 
the same time, nearly 2,000 people are reported to have fled to 
Uvira; other population movements are reported, but the 
precarious security situation does not allow for the time to give a 
precise figure on their number. The current situation has severely 
constrained humanitarian access for UN agencies and NGOs.

USD 65 MILLION NEEDED FOR CHILDREN 
ASSISTANCE IN SOUTH KIVU AND TANGANYIKA

More than 800,000 children have been displaced as a result 
armed clashes in the provinces of South Kivu and Tanganyika 
between July 2016 and January 2018, according to the United 
Nations Children's Fund, UNICEF.  Thousands of children no longer 
have access to health care and are missing out on school because 
they are displaced or because schools and health centers have 
been damaged. Some children were recruited within the ranks of 
the armed groups. The violence has also affected access to fields 
and farming activities, putting children at risk of malnutrition. 
UNICEF says it needs USD 65 million to implement projects over 
the next six months. In addition, UNICEF needs US$268 million to 
provide humanitarian assistance in 2018 to 7.9 million children 
throughout the Democratic Republic of Congo.
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