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TANGANYIKA: CASH ASSISTANCE TO OVER 25,000 
IDPS IN KALEMIE

Via funding from the Central Emergency Response Fund, 
Congolese NGO BDC, an implementing partner of the WFP, is to 
provide cash assistance to cover the cost of a one-month food 
ration for some 25,000 IDPs. The displaced had fled intercommu-
nity violence in Kalemie Territory and arrived in Kalunga 
displacement site in January and February 2017. Each beneficiary 
receives US$ 15 dollars to cover the costs of a one-month food 
ration. This is the third cash distribution to the displaced, raising to 
$45 the total amount received by each beneficiary since January.

OVER 25,000 IDPS TO BENEFIT FROM NEW WATER 
PUMPING STATION IN KALEMIE

International NGO Oxfam-Great Britain has completed the 
installation of a water-pumping station that is projected to serve 
more than 25,000 IDPs and members of neighboring communi-
ties. The station consists of 42 taps and a tank with a capacity of 
95,000 liters; Oxfam also built 250 showers and 250 latrines. 
Throughout eastern DRC, access to clean water, hygiene and 
sanitation are among the most pressing needs. This new water 
pumping station will help fight against the water-borne disease 
that is endemic in and around the city of Kalemie.

ITURI: AVIAN FLU OFFICIALLY DECLARED
Ituri provincial authorities on 18 May announced on that Joo, Kafe 
and Tchomia (near the Lac Albert), in the northeastern province of 
Ituri are affected by the avian flu. Preventive measures taken by 
the authorities in these areas include banning the transportation 
of poultry from affected areas and culling all animals who are 
affected or suspected of having contracted the disease. As of 18 
May, the avian flu has already caused the death of 4,800 ducks 
and 420 hens in these localities.

HAUT - LOMAMI: CHOLERA HITS BUKAMA
Lack of clean water and poor hygiene have combined to cause an 
outbreak of the water-borne disease in and around Bukama. In the 
sole week of 15 and 21 May 2017, local health authorities 
reported 75 cases of cholera in Bukama; the week prior, 67 cases 
were reported. While a number of humanitarian actors are working 
at stemming the caseload, humanitarian actors estimated that at 
least USD 270,000 was necessary to treat this current outbreak in 
an area that is endemic to the disease. The Congolese Red Cross is 
conducting chlorination activities; UNICEF plans to provide 
medicine and equipment to prevent further contamination and 
conduct awareness-raising activities. The humanitarian community 
urgently needs US$ 270,000 to stem the current outbreak that is 
spreading to neighboring areas. Humanitarian actors are also 
worried about the potential for cholera to break out in the main 
city of Lubumbashi and its surroundings as the national water 
company has failed to provide water regularly for the past two 
weeks.

KASAI REGION: 400,000 CHILDREN AT RISK OF 
SEVERE MALNUTRITION 

UNICEF issued on 24 May an alarming press release warning that 
without adequate health care, access to food and drinking water, 
the lives of 400,000 children were at risk. UNICEF needs USD 40.2 
million for its emergency response in the Kasai region. The 
violence that continues to affect civilians in 8 of the 26 provinces 
hampers humanitarian assistance to 1.3 internally displaced 
people (IDPs), over 60 percent of whom are children. Faced with 
this alarming situation, UNICEF has stepped up its response in the 
region and provides therapeutic food to thousands of children in 
nutritional centres and training to hundreds of community to 
detect severe malnutrition. (See our latest situation report on the 
complex emergency in the Kasai region).

BAS UELE AND TSHOPO: UPDATE ON EBOLA 
EPIDEMIC

42 cases of the highly contagious Ebola, including four deaths, 
have been reported since authorities declared an epidemic on 12 
May in the northeastern Province of Bas Uele. Nearly 300 people 
who came in contact with the virus are subjected to a follow-up. 
Since the end of last week, an ebola treatment center and a mobile 
laboratory are operational in Likati. Last week, the Congolese 
authorities estimated that some US$ 14 million was necessary to 
tackle the epidemic. Ebola was discovered in DRC in 1976 in 
Equateur Province. The country’s last bout with the disease was in 
2014 in the area of Boende in Equateur.
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