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Highlights 
 

 Ethiopia is facing a new drought, a Horn of Africa drought, in its eastern and southern lowlands. At least 5.6 
million people require emergency food assistance  this year   

 The Government and humanitarian partners are concerned by the possible extension of the dry season: 
poor 2017 spring belg/gu/ganna rain forecast by the National Meteorological Agency 

 The needs relating to the developing emergency exceed available resources to date. Timely delivery of 
relief food and timely livestock intervention are crucial to avoid acute malnutrition, prolonged recovery and 
a costlier operation.  

 While commending the Ethiopian Government and the humanitarian community for the successful 
response to the 2016 El Niño-induced drought in Ethiopia, United Nations Secretary-General, Mr. António 
Guterres, called for total solidarity with the Government and the people of Ethiopia as the country faces a 
new drought. 
 

Situation Overview 
 
2016 humanitarian response summary  
Last year, the Ethiopian Government and humanitarian partners successfully addressed the impact of the El 
Niño-induced drought assisting at least 10.2 million people with food and rolling out the largest emergency 
seed response in the country to at least 1.5 million households. Some 3.1 million children were supported 
through the school feeding program and 2.7 million people were assisted with clean water. At least 2 million 
cases of Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM) were supported with Targeted Supplementary Feeding and more 
than 320,883 cases of Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) were treated. While international donors contributed 
close to US$1 billion over the course of the 2016 response, the Government of Ethiopia contributed at least 
$735 million (In January, $1.4 billion was requested for the 2016 response. This was revised upward to $1.6 
billion mid-year in August). The combined Government and partners’ effort helped save countless people’s 
lives and averted a major humanitarian catastrophe in the country. 
 
Ethiopia is facing a new drought, a Horn of Africa drought, in its eastern and southern lowlands 
While Ethiopia continues to battle residual needs from the 2015-2016 El Niño-induced drought, eastern and 
southern Ethiopia are in the grip of a new drought this year, which is the result of failed 2016 spring and 
autumn rains. The new drought is also affecting other countries in the Horn of Africa region resulting in food 
insecurity and high levels of malnutrition. According to the newly released regional appeal document1, some 
12.8 million people are severely food insecure and in urgent need of humanitarian assistance in the horn 
region, including 5.6 million people in Ethiopia, 2.7 million people in Kenya, 2.9 million people in Somalia and 
1.6 million people in Uganda.   
 
2017 Ethiopia humanitarian requirements   
Following the Government-led multi-agency and multi-sector meher needs assessment in November-
December 2016, the Government of Ethiopia and humanitarian partners launched the 2017 Humanitarian 
Requirements Document (HRD) on 17 January. The assessment identified 5.6 million people requiring 
emergency food assistance this year. In addition, some 2.7 million children and pregnant and lactating mothers 
with moderate acute malnutrition will require supplementary feeding (TSF); some 9.2 million people will require 
WaSH support; and some 1.9 million households will need livestock support. The Government and partners 
also estimate that 303,000 children will become severely acutely malnourished and some 2 million school 
children will require support in school feeding and school WaSH during the year.  

                                                     
 
1 http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/HOA_CALL_FOR_ACTION_Leaflet_Feb2017_1.pdf 
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The new drought has already resulted in critical shortage of water and pasture in the drought-affected lowland 
pastoralist and agro-pastoralist areas leading to a sharp deterioration of livestock body condition (affecting milk 
production) and an increase in livestock deaths. This has devastating impact on both the livelihood of 
pastoralists and the capacity of pastoralist to feed their children, given the dependence on milk for child 
nutrition in these areas.  
  
Livestock deaths are being reported across Ethiopia’s southern rainfall belt from Doolo zone in the extreme 
eastern point of Somali region to South Omo zone in the far western area of SNNP region. In Dawa and Liben 
zones (Somali) for example, some 40,8612 livestock deaths were registered so far. In the most severely 
drought affected areas, estimates of the numbers of lost livestock vary from 40 to 70 per cent of small-stock, 
but detailed assessments have yet to be carried out to verify these numbers. Having lost all or most of their 
livestock, at least 10, 000 households are reportedly displaced and have settled in over 45 temporary sites 
across Somali region. The majority of the displaced are women and children. Where livestock losses are high, 
it will inevitably take many years for flocks/herds to be recovered and in the recovery period, pastoralist 
households will remain vulnerable to food insecurity and malnutrition. Protecting livestock will therefore help 
save lives and protect livelihoods.  
 
In addition to livestock feed/destocking, food, nutrition, water, sanitation, shelter and Education in Emergency 
are among the most urgent needs. The humanitarian context can quickly deteriorate without adequate and 
timely intervention 
 
Urgent funding need to mount a timely response  
The 2017 HRD seeks US$948 million to provide emergency food and non-food assistance in eastern and 
southern Ethiopia – mainly Borena, Guji, West Guji and the lowlands of Bale, East and West Hararge(Oromia 
region), South Omo and lowlands of Segen and Gamo Gofa zones (SNNPR), nine zones of Somali region, 
northern and north eastern Afar region - and in pocket areas across the country. Out of the $948 million sought 
for the 2017 response, $598 million is targeted for relief food, $105 million for nutrition, and $86 million for 
WaSH needs.  
 
As a sign of its continuing commitment and leadership, the Government of Ethiopia has already allocated an 
initial ETB1billion ($47 million) to kick start emergency food, water, livestock and education interventions. So 
far, the international community has contributed $365 million for the 2017 HRD, including $232.9 million carried 
over from 2016 from sectors and 22 million carried over from the OCHA-managed Ethiopia Humanitarian Fund 
(EHF).   
 
Despite on-going efforts by Government and partners however, the needs relating to the developing 
emergency exceed resources available to date. At least $2.7 million is required per week to meet water 
trucking needs alone. Each day without food assistance exponentially increases human suffering, lengthens 
the recovery period of affected people, puts increasing pressure on humanitarian and development systems, 
and the interventions become that much more expensive. Food assistance with supplementary feeding for the 
moderately malnourished is three times cheaper than responding to severe acute malnutrition that include life-
long cognitive impairments for those affected. At least 120 days lead time is required to procure, ship and 
distribute commodities to people in need. 
  
In pastoralist communities, protecting livestock-based livelihoods is key to save lives and livelihood. Protecting 
core-breeding livestock provides affected communities the means to recover and rebuild their livestock assets 
beyond the drought. For the livestock to survive the current drought, most of the assistance has to be provided 
in the first quarter of 2017. At the High-Level event on the Humanitarian Situation in Ethiopia on 29 January 
2017, United Nations Secretary-General, Mr. António Guterres, called for total solidarity with the Government 
and the people of Ethiopia as the country faces a new drought. The event was jointly led by the Deputy Prime 
Minister of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, Mr. Demeke Mekonen and the UN Secretary-General.     
 
Possible extension of the dry season – poor 2017 spring belg/gu/ganna rain forecast  
The Government of Ethiopia and humanitarian partners are concerned by the possible extension of the dry 
season in the current drought belt, further aggravating the humanitarian situation. According to the National 
Meteorological Agency (NMA) climate outlook for spring belg/gu/ganna season (mid-February to May), below 

                                                     
 
2 IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (15 February issue). 
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normal rainfall is expected this year. Gu/ganna is the main rainy season for the pastoralist and agro�pastoralist 
communities in the new drought belt, including southern Somali region, the lowlands of Borena, Guji and Bale 
zones (Oromia region) and SNNPR; and it’s the second major rainy season for Afar region. The expected 
below normal rainfall will negatively impact belg land preparation and planting, as well as water and pasture 
availability; with a spiral effect on food and nutritional security of affected communities. The Government and 
partners will prepare for a scaled-up response, including mitigating measures should the 2017 spring rain fail 
as forecast. 
 
Cross border implication  
Lessons learnt from past Horn of Africa drought responses highlight the effectiveness of agencies engaging in 
cross border programs to allow a parallel and coordinated intervention on both sides of the border. This is 
particularly important to address cross-border refugee flow, prevent resource-based inter-communal conflict 
and livestock disease management. UNHCR Ethiopia reported a spike in Somali refugee arrivals in January, 
with nearly 3000 refugees registered during the month. 
 

Funding Update (as at 21 February) 

 

 

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA Ethiopia of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: ocha-eth@un.org  
 

Humanitarian Response  

 Food 

  Needs: 

 5.6 million people need relief food assistance across 364 woredas in the 
southern and eastern lowlands of Ethiopia – mainly Borena, Guji , West Guji 
and the lowlands of Bale, East and West Hararge(Oromia region), South Omo and lowlands of Segen 
and Gamo Gofa zones (SNNPR), nine zones of Somali region, northern and north eastern Afar region - 
and in pocket areas across the country. 

 Deepening levels of malnutrition and critical water shortages in affected areas require TSF, TFP and 
WaSH package interventions along with relief food assistance.  

Response: 

 In 2017, NDRMC will target 3.1 million people in 261 woredas nationwide for food assistance, JEOP 
will target 887,230  people in 69 woredas across the country, while WFP will target 1.6 million people in 
64 woredas of Somali region.  

 The Government and partners are providing assistance to affected pastoralist. However, the dispersed 
pastoralist settlements are posing a challenge to the on-going response. The Government is facilitating 
a gathering of the affected community and their livestock around temporary sites for ease of assistance 
or is relocating them to areas where water and pasture is available.  

 While the distribution of the 9th (91 per cent) and 10th (66 per cent) rounds of 2016 is still on-going in 
some areas, the Prioritization Committee approved the figures for the 1st round distribution of 2017 on 

$598m 
Food requirement 
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24 January. Accordingly, the first round dispatch stood at 55 per cent and the distribution at 13 per cent 
as of 23 February. 
 

NDRMC: (23 February 2017) 
 
 9th round 2016 dispatch 

97%,distribution 86%; 
 10th round 2016 dispatch 88%, 

distribution 17%; 
 1st Round 2017 dispatch 50%, 

distribution 1% 

WFP: (23 February 2017) 
 
 9th round 2016 dispatch 100%, 

distribution 100%; 
 10th round 2016 dispatch 100%, 

distribution 99%; 
 1st Round 2017 dispatch 52%, 

distribution 52% 

JEOP: (23 February 2017): 
 
 9th round 2016 dispatch 100%, 

distribution 99%; 
 1st Round 2017 dispatch 15%, 

distribution 0% 

 
 The first round of cash assistance, planned to reach 197,877 beneficiaries in Amhara and Oromia 

regions, is currently being transferred and will be distributed under Round 2 of 2017. Meanwhile, 
Round 9 of 2016 cash assistance is still ongoing.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Pipeline break: Considering available resources and confirmed contributions, WFP will be able to assist 
1.6 million people, including the 50,000 ad-hoc request in the 1st round. From the 2nd round onwards, 
WFP will only be able to support 1.28 million beneficiaries in Somali region. NDRMC will face 
consideral resource gap from 3rd round (pulses and vegetable oil). JEOP is able to cover identified 
needs for the year.  

 

 

Agriculture  

Needs: 

 About 1.9 million households – pastoralists in southern and south eastern 
lowlands as well as vulnerable belg/meher- dependent smallholder farming 
and herding households in the northern rainfall belt - require emergency 
livestock assistance, including  
 

1. Ensuring animal feed for all core breeding animals in affected woredas 
2. Provision of animal health facilities in all affected woredas  
3. Destock (commercial and slaughter) animals which are not able to make it through the dry season 

(HRD) 
  

 With the forecast of weak gu/genna rains, pasture and water availability may slightly improve, but they 
are likely to be exhausted early, further constraining food and income access for livestock-dependent 
households. If response is not immediate and sufficient, the risks are massive and the costs high. 

 

$41.9m 
Agriculture 

requirement 
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Response: 

 Humanitarian partners are implementing livestock-based livelihood interventions in affected 
communities using funds available to date, including $5million from the OCHA-managed Ethiopia 
Humanitarian Fund (EHF), $4.5 million from other donors, $2.5 million from crisis modifiers, as well as 
the recent CERF allocation of $3 million (detailed below).   

 The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) has recently allocated US$18.5 million through the 
Rapid Response Window to address the most urgent life-saving needs of communities affected by the 
new drought in Ethiopia. Of the $18.5 million, $3million was channed to the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) for the provision of survival livestock feed for core breeding animals, animal health 
support (including veterinary equipment), destocking, nutritional support to children and safe carcass 
disposal in 10 woredas of Doolo Ado, Korahe and Shaballe zones of Somali region. The interventions 
target 434,500 animals (100,000 shoats and 334,500 cattle), and some 350,000 drought-affected 
pastoralists (equivalent to 50,000 households) will benefit as a result.  

 The $5 million EHF fund is being utilized to treat 175,000 animals, provide feed to 4,562 animals and 
destock (slaughter) 930 cattle in South Omo zone, SNNPR. In Southern Somali region, 53,853 animals 
will get animal feed and treatment and 300 cattle will be slaughtered, while in Borena zone of Oromia 
region, 10,950 animals will get animal feed and treatment and 8,100 cattle will be slaughtered.  

 The $4.5 million received from other donors and the $2.5 million from crisis modifiers will be used for 
animal health, animal feed and destocking (commercial and slaughter) activities. 

 Government of Ethiopia is conducting commercial and slaughter destocking in targeted areas with an 
estimated value of $5.4 million.  The meat is being supplied to universities, institutions and mega 
projects catering for a larger number of employees and communities.  

 Coordination at sub-regional level is strengthening and a ‘bundle’ (integrated) approach is being 
pursued as strongly promoted by EHCT. 

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The sector needs an additional $27 million to address all identified needs through provision of nutrition-
dense livestock feed, forage and water along migratory routes and conduct animal health campaigns to 
protect against high-risk and transboundary diseases. Pastoralists’ income will be supported through 
destocking campaigns to improve nutrition and cash-for-work initiatives to rehabilitate basic 
infrastructure. 

 All actions above will require the scaling up of existing programs and activating crisis modifiers, reaching 
currently under-served areas and introducing new interventions to respond to the drought emergency. 
Every effort should be made to complement and enhance existing Government, UN and NGO response 
actions.  

 

 Education 

Needs: 

 About 2 million school age boys and girls (4 to 18 years) in drought-affected 
priority 1 woredas need emergency school feeding, school WaSH and 
learning supplies support (HRD).  

 204 temporary learning centers are required to enable 163,000 internally displaced (IDP) school 
children pursue their education. 

 Recent assessment revealed that the number of drought affected children increased from 2.9 million to 
3.1 million, requiring urgent attention  

 At least 578 schools (437 in Somali and 141 in Oromia regions) have closed since November 2016, 
affecting 227,841 children (132,000 boys; 96,000 girls)  - 183,000 children in Somali and 44,751 
children in Oromia.   

Response: 

 The Government has allocated ETB198 million (about US$8.8 million) for school feeding, benefitting 
1.1 million school children. Allocation of funds to regions is finalized, and the bidding process for 
procurement is in progress. UNICEF is another major contributor for EiE responses.  

 As part of the 2017 HRD implementation plan, a brief needs, response and gap analysis in Ethiopia’s 
Oromia and Somali regions was prepared and shared with the Ministry of Education and humanitarian 
partners.  

$45.5m 
Education requirement 
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 Save the Children International (SCI) is providing school feeding in 39 schools across six woredas in 
Afar region, benefiting 7,059 children (4,098 boys; 2,961 girls); and in 21 schools across seven 
woredas  in Somali region, benefiting 11,741 children (6,266 boys; 5,475 girls). 

 UNICEF finalized the construction of 20 temporary learning centers in Somali region, while the 
construcation of additional 13 centers is in progress.  

 The printing of 488,432 exercise books with AWD message in Amharic is completed. The printing of 
253,235 exercise books with AWD messages in Somali for Somali region is also completed. 
Distribution will commence once the the list of beneficiary woredas and number of children is received 
from regions. 

 An Ethiopia Education in Emergency Strategic Operational Plan is endorsed by the Ministry of 
Education. The plan was prepared by the Education Cluster with technical support from the Global 
Education Cluster and in consultation with regional and national partners. 

 The Education Cluster TOR approved by the Ministry of Education and co-lead agencies (UNICEF and 
Save the Children International). 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 There is a gap of school feeding for about 0.9 million school children, 2 million for water, and 
163,000 for temporary learning centers.  

 The major constrain that is hindering EiE responses is lack of funding. With the exception of 
$8.8 million for school feeding by the Government and little funding received from UNICEF and 
Save the Children International, no significant funding is available for EiE response including 
for more than 500 closed schools in Somali and Oromia regions.  
 

Emergency Shelter and NFI 

Needs: 

 600,000 displaced people need ES/NFI support, including displaced 
caseload from 2016 and estimated displacements in 2017 (HRD).  

 Since the beginning of the year, the cluster has received requests for assistance to more than 44,000 
households in Gambela, Oromia and Somali regions. While 40 per cent of the displacements were 
reportedly due to conflict, 54 per cent were due to drought.  

 The Somali Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Bureau (DPPB) reported more than 24,000 
households displaced in eight zones, requiring urgent assistance.   

 There have been reports of further clashes along the Somali-Oromia border around Guji zone (3,500 
households affected) and East Hararge zone (over 14,000 households affected).  

 
Response: 

 As of 28 February, the Cluster supported close to 6,900 households (est. 38,000 people) with 
emergency shelter and household items this year.  

 Cash and voucher pilot for NFIs are on-going targeting 332 households in Lare zone (Gambela region) 
and 515 households in Siti zone (Somali region).  

 Regional reports and federal dashbord of Round 2 of the Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) was 
shared with partners, , while Round 3 reports are in progress, with 472 sites assessed. 

 The cluster currently has 25,000 kits in stock and an additional 12,000 kits in the pipeline.  
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Requests for assistance the Cluster received in January and February 2017 accounts for more than 2/3 
of its projection of emergency assistance need in the 2017 HRD.  

 The Cluster has received no additional funding in 2017. Given procurement lead time, custom 
processing and the high volume of requests for assistance being received, the current ES/NFI stock will 
soon be depleted. The Cluster will likely face a pipeline break by April/May.    

 Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) is funded until June 2017. 
 The reported clashes along the Somali-Oromia border are posing access constraints.  

 
 

$17.2m 
ES/NFI requirement 
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 Health 

Needs: 

 4.37 million people will need health interventions to address anticipated 
health conditions and disease outbreaks, including 300,000 women and 
adolescent girls targeted for emergency reproductive health services and 370,000 IDPs (HRD) 

 AWD: The outbreak is ongoing  in Afar, Oromia, Somali, SNNP and Tigray regions. So far in 2017, 
3,043 cases were reported from Afar (291), Oromia (594), SNNP (145) and Somali (1,985), and Tigray 
(28) cases). Eight (8) deaths were reported from Afar and Oromia regions. .  

 Meningococcal meningitis: 5 cases were reported in Amhara and 29 cases in Oromia regions.   
 Scabies: Scabies outbreaks continue to be reported in Amhara, SNNP and Oromia regions. There are 

464,532 reported scabies cases in the country since 2016.   
 Malnutrition: In week 4 of 2017, 1,305 new SAM cases were reported from Oromia region, the majority 

from East Hararge, West Hararge and West Arsi zones. Of these cases, 1,170 were OTP and 135 
were admitted in stabilization centers in the region.  

 Rota Virus: Since December 2016, 1,550 suspected cases of rota virus were reported in Danno and 
Nonno woredas in West Shoa zone of Oromia region, 57 per cent male and 56 per cent of the cases 
were children aged between 1 and 5 years of age. 

Response: 

 Emergency medical teams: Using the recently allocated CERF money ($2.5 million), UNICEF will 
support 18 Mobile Health and Nutrition Teams (MHNTs) that will provide provide integrated 
management of neonatal and childhood illnesses, nutritional services, provision of water treatment 
chemicals, disease outbreak control and capacity building. At least 244,000 pastoralists in Somali 
region will benefit from the intervention.  

 Enhancing coordination: the Cluster is supporting the Somali and Afar Regional Health Bureaus in 
the AWD response; is participating and co-chairing the regional health and nutrition cluster meetings 
and the regional humanitarian coordination forum in Somali region; and is maintaining the redeployed 
WHO regional emergency team in Degehabur, Doolo and Kebridehar zones of Somali region.   

 Enhancing case management: the Cluster provided capacity building on guidance and oversight of 
CTC establishments, on case management and IPC in Afar, Oromia and Somali regions. 

 Surveillance and laboratory: ongoing surveillance to monitor meningococcal meningitis situation in 
affected regions, on-the job training of health workers on case detection, reporting and management; 
support provided to improve nutrition surveillance and build capacity for management of SAM in Afar, 
Amhara, Oromia, SNNP and Somali regions. Continued support for daily health facility reporting and 
community-based surveillance across the regions; support for outbreak investigation in areas reporting 
new cases at regional level; support for data analysis for public health action at national level; 
dedicated team of surveillance officers providing technical support in Gololcha, Bale zone, Oromia 
region.  

 WaSH/environmental health: the Cluster is supporting AWD preparedness In Gololcha, Bale zone 
where at least 100,000 people are expected to congregate for a religious celebration, including ensure 
access to safe (chlorinated) water, avail hand washing stations at strategic locations, ensure adequate 
latrine coverage and ensure safe disposal of solid waste at health facilities.   

  Health and risk promotion: the Cluster supported the establishment of AWD taskforces at woreda 
level to strengthen social mobilization and risk communication in Afar and Somali regions.  

 Capacity building: 90 health workers from woredas with active transmission of AWD in Afar trained on 
AWD case management; refresher training conducted to health workers in Somali region in woredas 
with active AWD transmission.  

 Inter-sector coordination: Continue nurturing the strong Health and WaSH sector collaboration while 
responding to AWD and skin infection outbreaks, 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 No funding for emergency medical teams (EMMTs),  and emergency health supplies (DDKs and CTCs) 
to reach the areas not covered by health facilities in Gamo Gofa-Guji (Somali-Oromia boundary) and 
South Omo in SNNPR.  

 There is no funding to support the rapid response teams (RRTs) in Doolo zone, Somali region  

$42.8m 
Health requirement 
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 No funding to scale up presence of surveillance (case management), environmental health (safe water 
qaulity testing) and public health (coordination) officers to support response activities  

 No dedicated person supporting the Health Cluster coordination at regional level in Afar, Oromia and 
SNNP regions.  

 
 

Logistics Cluster 

Needs:  

 Under the overall leadership of the GoE/NDRMC, enhance coordination and information sharing, 
predictability, timeliness and efficiency of the emergency logistics response under the Cluster 
approach. 

 Support the delivery of humanitarian relief to the affected population by augmenting the logistics 
capacity. 

 Support the NDRMC to fully implement the WFP-supported Food Management Improvement Project 
(FMIP) and associated reporting tools e.g. CATs and the Commodity Management Procedure Manual 
(CMPM) through provision of additional, dedicated staff for the emergency period, supporting more 
accurate and timely reporting. 

 

Response: 

 As of 10 February, the Cluster facilitated augmentation of storage capacity, which has now reached 
66,000 mt (110 per cent of the initial target) through the implementation of different storage solutions in 
more than 90 locations.  

 Of the 982 additional staff recruited by the Government of Ethiopia with the support of the Logistics 
Cluster, 188 surge staff have been recruited to support Relief and TSF programmes in the Somali 
region. 

 Logistics Cluster officers are working in Somali region to support efforts to improve logistics operations 
and supply chain management 

 The rehablitated NDRMC hub in Adama (Nazareth) was inaugurated on 2 February in the presence of 
NDRMC, donors and WFP representatives.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Collecting information on the MSU utlisation and status remains challenging due to  the large number 
erected in remote locations throughout the country.  

 Nutrition 
 
Needs: 

 Some 2.7 million moderately malnourished (MAM) people, including 1.37 
million children and 1.37 million pregnant and lactating mothers will require 
supplementary feeding. An estimated 303,000 children under five years will 
become severely acutely malnourished (SAM) this year (HRD) 

 The December hotspot classification identified 192 priority one (P1); 174 priority two and 88 priority 
three woredas across the country. The most affected regions are Somali (67 P1 woredas); Oromia (51 
P1 woredas); Afar (23 P1 woredas); SNNP (27 P1 woredas). 

Response: 

 Using the recently allocated CERF money ($5 million), WFP will provide 3,278MT of CSB++ (Super 
Cereal Plus) for three months, benefiting 142,038 people.  

 In January 2017, WFP distributed specialised nutritious food to 198,426 children under five, and 
120,685 pregnant and lactating women. As of the end of the month, WFP had dispatch 29 per cent of 
the planned 3,762 MT. In addition, through 41 of the 49 Mobile Health and Nutrition Teams in Afar and 
Somali regions, WFP provided TSF support reaching 3,194 children under five and 2,567 pregnant and 
lactating women in hard-to-reach areas.  

 Somali Govt has developed a comprehensive multisectoal immediate emergency response plan, 
targeting woredas with a high prevalence if IDP around doolo, Korahe, and Jarar zones, with close ey 
on Shabele, Nogob/Erer, Afder and Liben as a second priority. The response plan included increased 

$105.6m 
Nutrition requirement 
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provision of mobile and temperary health and nutrition services especially to imporve access by IDPs 
and remote communitoies where NGO CMAM response is yet on the ground. This interim paaroach, 
though life saving needs scaled up to cover the growing needs across 27 P1 woreda and 15 P2 that 
are currently considered as gaps in Somali alone. 

 Similar regional level emergency response plans are needed to guide partners on the ground, and to 
keep track of coverage and access to life saving services in prioprity drought affected woredas. 

 Use of MHNT, outreach and static service support is essential to ensure coverage of SAM-MAM 
treatment in affected woredas. 

 Ensuring coverage and timeliness of GFR is essential to mitigate the misuse of SAM/MAM treatment 
commodities (RUTF and Supercereal) conisdered a family food rather than a treatment ration due to 
necessity. 

 Better links with PSNP4 in Somali Region, to ensure any child with SAM can access their right to PSNP 
commdities cash/food- can also help to support some of the most vulnerable families/ caretakers. It is 
difficult though for mothers and children who have left their woreda, in search of services as an IDP, as 
their PSNP rghts are cancelled by doing so. 

 The cluster is discussing ways to address the lag time to get NGOs on the ground in the new drought-
affected areas- especially in Somali region where NGO presence is scant. In the interim, the need for 
UNICEF to step-up CMAM monitors and repurpose staff to critical zones in being considered.  

 The cluster is working on ways to boost coordination efforts at sub regional levelsm- ENCU is drafting a 
TOR for nutrition coordination.  
 

Gaps & Constraints: 
 

 The TSF programme for P1 is fully funded until June 2017, but will face a $16  million shortfall in the 
last six months of 2017.The TSFP for P2 is not funded and the need for 2017 is $ 24 million. 

 Given the lag time to get NGOs on the ground in Somali region (it will take 6+ weeks to get response 
on the ground), there is a critical gap in TSFP/MAM treatment coverage in affected areas. As a result, 
SAM cases will likely spike especially amongst vulnerable communities in Doolo, Jarar, Korahe, 
Shabelle, Afder, Dawa, Erer, Liben and Nogob zones.  

 In March and April, SAM is expected to spike in northern and eastern Afar. Partners are now planning 
to scale-up response. CWW in Zone 4 (4) And SCI in 5 woredas of Zone 2. Zone 1 needs close 
monitoring- UNICEF CMAM monitors are deployed to support light touch, but are not providing TSF 
support.  
 

Protection 

Needs: 

 The Cluster will support 590,000 people to prevent, mitigate and respond to 
protection risks of vulnerable groups, including through service provision and 
system strengthening (HRD).  

 Based on findings of the November-December meher assessment, the Cluster has identified 68 priority 
woredas, the majority in Somali (45) and Oromia (14) regions. Criteria for selection include a) presence 
of drought conditions, b) high level of internal displacement and c) high prevalence of protection 
concerns. 

 Protection mainstreaming: As part of its protection mainstraiming efforts, the Cluster has developed a 
draft Cheat Sheet to be used with the Nutrition Cluster. Once approved following discussions with the 
Nutrition Cluster, the Cheat Sheet will be used as a quick reference tool to enable the Nutrition Cluster 
mainstream protection issues within its activities. This will be replicated with other clusters. 

Response: 

 Using the small amount of fund carried over from 2016, child protection services and follow-up are on-
going in some 2016 HRD priority woredas.  

 In January 2017, 5,368 children (46 per cent girls) accessed Child Friendly Spaces; 452 children (48 
per cent girls) accessed case management services; and 388 separated children (50 per cent girls) 
were identified, of which 77 children (48 per cent girls) were supported to return to their families. 

 UNFPA provided supplies and equipment to 17 woreda Women and Children Affair Offices in Tigray, 
Amhara, Afar, SNNP and Somali regions. The supplies will be used for the establishment of GBV 
information management systems in the woredas. 

$11.1m 
Protection requirement 
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 UNFPA equipped 23 health centers in Afar, Amhara, Oromia, SNNP, Somali and Tigray regions with 
post-treatment kits to provide clinical services for survivors of sexual violence. 

 UNFPA established and fully equipped 17 Women Friendly Spaces in Afar (Afambo, Asayita, Dubti, 
Elidar, Kuri and Mille woredas), Amhara (Gazgibela and Sekota Zuria woredas), Oromia (Chiro Zuria 
and Meta woredas), SNNP(Shashego and Soro woredas) Somali (Erer, Hadigala and Shinille woredas) 
and Tigray (Ahferom and Kola Temben woredas) to provide psychosocial support services to 
vulnerable women and girls.  

 At least 2,335 dignity kits were provided to Woreda Women and Children Affairs Offices in Afar, 
Amhara, SNNP and Tigray regions for distribution to women of reproductive age. 

 The request made for the deployment of a ProCap has been accepted and deployment has already 
taken place. The ProCap will strengthen the work of the Cluster and will work on the operationalization 
of the Protection Strategy in collaboration with partners. 

 The Cluster will visit some of the newly identified IDP sites in Jarar and Doolo zones of Somali region. 
The support mission will also contribute to the strengthening of humanitarian response in the region in 
relation to service access for vulnerable affected persons. 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Apart from $100,000 EHF funds approved for child protection activities in Qoloji IDP settlement 
(Oromia/Somali regional boundary), no new funds are available for CP activities in 2017. 

 
 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

 Some 9.2 million people will require WaSH support, including 2.6 million 
people to access safe drinking water, through 
 
1. Operations and maintenance of functional water points, rehabilitation of existing water points, 

water provision in schools and health facilities, and water quality  
2. Promoting latrine construction in close coordination with health administration at zonal level, 

new construction at institutional level (schools and health facilities) 
3. Household WaSH safety – Provision of water treatment chemicals, WaSH NFIs, hygiene 

promotions (HRD) 
 

 Water scarcity, for human and livestock consumption, in the new drought belt is seriously impacting 
lives and livelihood. An estimated 3.9 million people need urgent support to access safe drinking water. 

 Supplies of household water treatment chemicals and WaSH NFIs  are generally a concern, and there 
is an urgent need to stock up supplies until June 2017. 

 In all regions, rehabilitation of permanent water supply systems is given precedence, for sustainable 
and cheaper solution 

  

Response: 

 The Government, with support from UNICEF and NGOs, is trucking water to affected communities to 
address the immediate water need for human and livestock consumption, while permanent water 
systems are being put in place as a longer term solution for recurrent drought.  

 At present, 348 trucks (of 629 trucks requested across 182 woredas – up from the 522 trucks 
requested at the launch of the HRD) are deployed, leaving a gap of 281 trucks.  The current cost per 
week, if all needs were to be met, is $2.7 million. However, if the upcoming rains fail as forecast, an 
additional $24.7 million will be required to support increased water trucking needs until June 2017. 

 Using the recently allocated CERF money ($8 million), UNICEF will support water trucking (120 
trucks/60 days), procure and install 60 plastic tanks for WT; and support four mobile maintenance 
teams for four months, benefiting 785,000 people.  

 
 
 

$86m 
WaSH requirement
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For inquiries, please contact:  
Choice Okoro, OCHA Ethiopia, okoroc@un.org, Cell: +251-911216465, Tel.:+251-11-5-444059  
Malda Nadew, OCHA Ethiopia, nadew@un.org, Cell: +251-929-034346, Tel: +251-11-5-444059 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Considerable financial gap for water trucking operation, and shortage of supplies, including 
water tankers and water treatment chemicals to meet requirements in Oromia, Somali and 
SNNP regions.  

 

General Coordination 
The overall humanitarian coordination in Ethiopia is led by the Government’s National Disaster Risk 
Management Commission (NDRMC). The NDRMC leads federal and regional level Disaster Risk Management 
Technical Working Groups (DRMTWGs) and hosts a series of specialized task forces that work jointly with the 
cluster lead agencies. The DRMTWG is the umbrella forum that brings all actors together at the technical level, 
including government and donor representatives. With the development of the crisis, the Government and 
humanitarian partners are working to strengthen regional DRMTWGs. At a higher level, NDRMC Commissioner 
and the Humanitarian Coordinator co-chair a monthly Strategic Multi-Agency Coordination (S-MAC) forum to 
deliberate on humanitarian response operations and address challenges.  
 
2017 drought response coordination:  

The Government is about to formally announce the activation of an Incident Command Post (ICP) in Jijiga and 
Kebridehar (Somali region) to coordinate response efforts.  The Ethiopia Humanitarian Country Team (EHCT) 
agreed that through the ICP, detailed zonal operation planning should inform the work of humanitarian partners 
in close collaboration with the regional Government. Meanwhile, clusters are consolidating the “Bundle 
Approach”, which aims to strengthen zonal coordination and improve information management (drilling down to 
the lowest level of coverage), with a focus on multi-sector efficiency, accountability, and identification of a 
decision-making platform according to three basic principles:  
 

1. Cluster specific activities that define woreda coverage by partners and associated financial 
requirement; 

2. Zonal response coordination led by zonal Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Bureau (DPPB), 
supported by OCHA and partners;  

3. Information management system that enables informed decision-making 
 
The principles are also based on the flexibility of donor agencies to shift/re-direct programed funds to priority 
humanitarian interventions identified by the “Bundle Approach”.  


