
UNFPA – BECAUSE EVERYONE COUNTS 1 

 

  

 

Women, mothers, and newborn clinics – Serving the basic health needs of Freetown’s most vulnerable 

Adolescent youth, Fati Kamara shows off her new dignity kit, provided at 

Women and Child Clinic, National Stadium, Freetown on 22 September, 2015 

At National Stadium, UNFPA, with partner IMC, supports Ministry of Health and 

Sanitation in operate a Mother and Child Clinic for the over 3000 women and 

children who have been displaced following the flood. The clinic, which was 

established within 24 hours after the flood, is being run by over 50 health 

personnel, including physicians, nurses, paramedics, and nurse midwives, many 

of whom are final year students at Freetown’s National School of Midwifery.  

In its first day, the clinic attended to nearly 200 women and children, addressing 

both immediate and basic essential health services for the most vulnerable, 

including pregnant women, lactating mothers, and newborns under 6 months.  

 

 

UNFPA is proud to support MOHS’ cadre of nurse midwives with incentives 

and transport to and from the Women and Child clinic. In addition to such 

incentives, UNFPA supports pharmaceutical and medical supply needs of the 

clinic, including the efficient procurement of antibiotics, vitamins, syringes, 

gauze and other essential commodities and consumables to ensure women 

and newborns health needs are met in the best possible way. 

Operations of the clinic are now transitioning from IMC to Medecins du 

Monde, who will continue to provide key services to women, adolescent girls, 

mothers, and newborns at the clinic at National Stadium.  

 

 

ACTIVITIES AT A GLANCE 

 UNFPA, with partners, Marie Stopes International, International Medical Corps (IMC), and Medecin 

du Monde, supports Ministry of Health and Sanitation clinics at National and Attouga Stadium, 

providing essential health services for nearly 4,000 women and children, including 100 lactating 

mothers, 120 Pregnant Women, and nearly 20 teen mothers. 

 

 UNFPA supports the procurement and distribution of essential Reproductive Health hygiene 

supplies through 1000 Dignity Kits provided to women and adolescents, empowering women in 

this time of need. 

 

 Community mobilization supports the protection and rights of women, adolescents, and children 

through engagement activities on SGBV and sexual health by national partners Fine SL and Restless 

Development.  
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UNFPA supports Registration Pillar as part of the United Nations Coordination 

Team response. Support includes daily and cumulative reporting of population 

totals, particularly those dedicated to pregnant women, lactating mothers, and 

under five children among the displaced. In addition to reporting, UNFPA 

continues to support the needs of the Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender, and 

Children’s Affairs, lead of the Registration Pillar. Through UNFPA support, the 

over 150 dedicated social workers and volunteers on the ground, identifying and 

verifying population figures and their gaps, receive new rain boots and gear to 

support field work in flood affected communities. The rain gear provides added 

protection from the outdoor elements to these 150 MOSWGCA social workers 

and volunteers, who have and continue to work tirelessly since the emergency’s 

inception. UNFPA is pleased to support the Ministry of Social Welfare and its 

volunteers in identifying those in need, making sure everyone counts.  
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At Attouga Stadium, UNFPA supports implementing partner Marie Stopes International (MSI) in 

providing key reproductive health care to women, adolescents, and newborns. The two MSI 

tents, which are staffed with over 15 MSI nurse midwives and health promoters, support basic 

health care needs of women and newborns affected by the flood, but also provides integrated 

support and referrals, including family planning counseling and support, antenatal and 

postnatal care, and care for newborns less than 6 months.  

UNFPA continues to bring quality sexual and reproductive health services to women and 

children most in need. Through supporting service delivery at both National and Attouga 

Stadiums, respectively, UNFPA and partners can continue to bring health to Sierra Leone, every 

mother, adolescent, and newborn at a time.  

Ready for the day ahead with UNFPA and Marie Stopes at Attouga Stadium, 19 Sept 2015 

UNFPA seeks to bring essential supplies to women, adolescents, and newborns 

during times of emergency. Upon identification of numbers and needs, UNFPA 

procured over 1000 dignity kits to support sexual and reproductive health of 

women and mothers in National and Attouga stadiums and in flood affected 

communities throughout the Freetown area. These dignity kits, which include 

sanitary napkins, soap, and 1 lappa of fabric, not only address women’s personal 

hygiene needs, but play a critical role in supporting their confidence during such 

times of need. Distribution of the kits at stadium clinics’ and via outreach will 

continue throughout the emergency response, further empowering women to 

support their sexual health. 

 

A busy day for UNFPA staff preparing Dignity Kits, 19 Sept 2015 
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Community mobilization and Outreach – Bringing Freetown’s displaced together with action 

Restless Development, a national 

youth empowerment organization 

using community action and 

mobilization to engage young people 

into making healthy and safe 

choices, visited National Stadium 

from 18-20 Sept 2015. With 45 

volunteers, RD engaged young 

people in identifying their concerns 

following the flood and how damage 

to home, life, and property may 

impact their future. Through group 

sessions with young people at 

National Stadium, which included 

discussion on prevention of sexual 

and gender based violence and ways 

in which to promote sexual health 

and rights, the volunteers 

empowered the young people of 

National Stadium to make healthy 

choices for their immediate and long 

term future.  

 

Fine Sierra Leone, a national youth 

empowerment organization which promotes 

sexual rights through education and 

engagement with men and adolescents, 

organized and mobilized at National Stadium on 

19 September. Over 25 FINE volunteers 

conducted a scoping mission, which identified 

potential leaders among men and women who 

could carry the message of Fine amongst their 

peer and kin groups and friendship circles. The 

scoping mission was a success which not only 

engaged young women to identify perceived 

risks to their health, safety, and protection, but 

enabled them to speak up on their concerns for 

action. The mission also identified potential 

leaders in the over 5,000 person population of 

the stadium, who could carry forth messages 

against sexual harassment and sexual and 

gender based violence and for the promotion of 

sexual rights and health.  

 

UNFPA is keen to support national implementing partners, who 

work tirelessly to mobilize and engage flood affected communities 

and populations on sexual and reproductive health, sexual rights, 

and prevention of sexual and gender based violence. In addition to 

implementing partner, Marie Stopes International, both Fine Sierra 

Leone and Restless Development continue to contribute to 

community engagement and social mobilization on the issues 

affecting young people today.   

 

UNFPA – Because Everyone Counts 

UNFPA is proud to support the United Nations Coordination Team, international and national development partners, and the Government of Sierra Leone in 

coordinated response efforts following 14th – 17th September devastating floods in Freetown, Bo, and Pujehun Districts. Through efforts which bring health 

services to the most vulnerable, provide for essential sexual and reproductive health needs, and encourages the rights of women and young people, UNFPA 

aims to promote and empower Sierra Leone - every woman, mother, adolescent, and newborn at a time. 

 


