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UN Agency Updates  

IOM 
In response to the new case from Tonkolili, IOM’s health and 
humanitarian border management project will expand 
vehicle checkpoint health screening to the Makeni-Tonkolili 
and Masiaka-Mile 91 highways beginning this week with a 
rapid deployment of 5 monitors from the Lungi Airport 
operation and 32 District Health Management Team 
members.  
 
IOM has provided Infection Prevention and Control training 
support at Connaught, Princess Christian’s Maternity and 
Ola During Children hospitals, training over 300 hospital 
personnel in Freetown. In collaboration with the Ebola 
Response Consortium, since the first week of July, IOM 
training staff have been working to support Infection 
Prevention and Control (IPC) training, ward mentorship for 
hospital personnel and advanced screening at Connaught 
Hospital. As of 20 July, IOM in partnership with ERC has 
begun to roll out similar services and training at Princess 
Christian Maternity Hospital and Ola During Children’s in 
Freetown. 2 courses of training are offered– a 3-day IPC 
course for clinicians and a 2-day IPC course for support staff. 
  
From 22-27 July, IOM trained 128 people, including 113 
personnel of the Sierra Leone Armed Forces, on Ebola 
Infection Prevention and Control in Kambia district. 
 
UNFPA 
As of 1 August 2015, contacts being monitored went up 
again 754 from four districts comprising Port Loko (85), 
Western Area Rural (13), Western Area Urban (77) and 
Tonkolili (579). 
 
Cumulatively, a total of 99,301 known contacts have been 
monitored nationwide and 96,282 (97%) finished their 21 
days. 
 
 In districts with no transmission, enhanced contact tracers 
continued with active case search and reporting alerts of 
illnesses, events and deaths to the District Ebola Response 
Centres – DERCs. 
 
Kambia district recorded zero positive case for three weeks 
in a row and all contacts in quarantine homes were 
discharged after 21 days’ 
 
UNICEF 
In response to the recently reported new EVD cases in 
Tonkolili district, which resulted in the quarantining of 
several households, UNICEF - in collaboration with Ministry 
of Water Resources and the DERC - has supported delivery 
of 275,000 litres of water by SALWACO through trucking 
(66,000 litres), by community water carriers (9,000 litres) to 

quarantined households and by providing fuel for existing 
water pumping systems in Masanga hospital (200,000 
litres).  A total of 6 water tanks with total storage capacity 
of 21,400 litres were installed during the week and 183, 20-
litre, rigid jerry-cans were distributed to the households 
through local UNICEF WASH implementing partner 
Concern Worldwide to facilitate water storage. UNICEF also 
supported the restoration of services at Magburuka hospital 
by supporting the restoration of water and power supply. 
UNICEF continues to coordinate social mobilization 
activities in the response, and quarantined households in 
Tonkolili received thrice-daily visits during the period. 
 
UNICEF continues to work with District Education Offices 
and local councils to support children in quarantined 
households to access educational materials for continued 
learning. During the reporting period, UNICEF provided 
material support (exercise books, pencils, pens, text books 
and lesson notes) to 16 school- going children (9 boys and 7 
girls) in quarantine in Western Area Urban district.  
 
In the past week, 488 patients were triaged at UNICEF-
supported EVD Community Care Centres, representing an 
average of 70 patients per day. 
 
WFP 
WFP in collaboration with the Tonkolili DERC, WHO, District 
Health Management Team (DHMT) and cooperating 
partner Caritas-Makeni, is providing assistance to those 
affected by the recent micro-outbreak in Tonkolili District. 
Food assistance has been supplied to those in quarantine 
and treatment, while ICT and logistics support have been 
provided to partners to facilitate the response.  
 
In July, WFP provided food assistance to more than 180,000 
people throughout Sierra Leone. In communities which 
were most affected by the virus and have now been declared 
Ebola free, WFP is providing three months of support 
through the lean season to protect the most vulnerable.  So 
far more than 20,000 people were reached with a one month 
half ration including rice, pulses, vegetable oil, and a 
fortified corn soya blend.  
 
The first round of the Targeted Supplementary Feeding 
Programme (TSFP) for children age 6-59 months with 
moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) has been completed in 
Kailahun, Koinadugu, Bonthe, Kenema, Kono and Kambia 
districts with more than 35,000 children reached thus far. 
Distributions are ongoing country wide to reach more than 
42,000 targeted children who were identified in the national 
malnutrition screening. 
 
WFP is maintaining its support to Operation Northern Push, 
with continued food assistance to care for those affected by 
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the virus and to help contain the spread of the virus. At the 
same time, WFP has provided 14 light vehicles as well as 
drivers and fuel to the DERCs. Through the Logistics Cluster, 
WFP is also supporting the storage and transport of 
humanitarian supplies. 
 
WHO 
On 1 August 2015, oversight of the UN system’s Ebola 
emergency response transitioned fully from United Nations 
Mission Ebola Emergency Response (UNMEER) to the World 
Health Organization (WHO), under the direct authority of 
the WHO Director-General. For more details, please see: 
http://goo.gl/c6PGDC. 
 
There was 1 positive Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) cases in 
Sierra Leone during Epi-week 31 as compared to 3 reported 
during Epi-week 30. The case was from Tonkolili. The other 
districts continued to report zero cases during Week-31. 
 
As of 2 August 2015, a total of 837 contacts were being 
followed up across the country with Tonkolili registering the 
majority of the contacts (634. Genetic sequencing was able 
to demonstrate that the Tonkolili caseload was epilinked to 
existing virus strains from Sierra Leone and mostly closely 
with sequences from the Magazine Wharf cluster  
 
WHO redeployed additional technical teams to Tonkolili 
district to strengthen the response there in the aftermath of 
the recent Ebola flare-up there and to coordinate efforts and 
resource mobilization. Meanwhile a sub working group 
(WHO / CDC) of the Transition Working Group (TWG) has 
been created to develop technical guidance and input on 
defining the “end state”- that is, what we expect the District 
Health Medical Team to look like. The districts team has 
worked closely with the technical groups to ensure there is 
better coverage of staff across all districts. Development of 
the Field Coordinator Manual is ongoing. 
 
Sierra Leone Ebola Survivors Meeting on Treatment, Research-
The World Health Organization is holding clinical and 
research meetings in Sierra Leone from 3-7 August 2015 on 
topics related to Ebola survivors. Health workers, Ebola 
experts, and survivors are discussing medical and social 
challenges to producing comprehensive care plans for 
survivors. Researchers are looking into residual viral loads, 
long-term effects of Ebola, and impacts of treatments. 
Laboratory and ethics experts are deliberating safe 
preservation and biobanking of clinical samples.  
 
Background-The unprecedented outbreak of Ebola virus 
disease (EVD) that began in West Africa in December 2013 
has had a devastating impact on the region. With 27,748 
cases registered to date and 11,279 deaths, there are likely 
over 13,000 EVD survivors in Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra 

Leone, a greater number than all previous EVD outbreaks 
combined. 
 
Ebola survivors face myriad physical and mental health 
challenges after recovery from acute disease. However, 
there are very limited data on the types and frequency of the 
various reported health problems, or the best practices for 
clinical management.    
 
Now, WHO and its partners are assembling clinicians, 
scientists, epidemiologists, and other public health 
practitioners to share expertise and experiences. The aims 
are to advance networks and access to clinical care for 
survivors, build consensus on best clinical management, 
share research data, and identify key knowledge gaps. They 
expect to advise on how to enhance quality of care for Ebola 
survivors everywhere.  
 
Clinical Meeting-From 3-4 August 2015 approximately 100 
health workers and Ebola experts, as well as EVD survivors 
themselves from West Africa, Europe, and North America 
will assemble to discuss the medical and social challenges 
facing EVD survivors and their communities. Meeting 
participants will share their experience and data, identify 
gaps in clinical services, and develop plans to meet them, 
including the provision of technical expertise and the 
necessary infrastructure. They will work toward a consensus 
with the ultimate goal being to produce a Comprehensive 
Care Plan for EVD Survivors and, in the process, identify 
knowledge gaps that need to be filled through research in 
order to optimize clinical care and social well-being. 
 
Research Meeting- On 5 August 2015, about 80 public health 
officials, experts and scientists from West Africa and the 
world will review and discuss the scope of the research 
currently ongoing or planned related to Ebola survivors: 
Investigation of residual viral load in body fluids; 
Investigation of natural history of diseases and main mid- 
and  long-term sequelae; Analysis of diversity of EVD and of 
chains of transmission; Study of Host-pathogen and immune 
responses; Socio-anthropological investigations; Impact of 
drug treatment on viral load and transmission. Research 
gaps will be identified and potential avenues to fill these 
gaps will be explored. 
 
In addition, participants will hear the perspectives of the host 
country on guiding principles and framework for 
coordination and implementation of in-country research as 
well as data usage and data sharing agreements, and will 
have an opportunity to exchange views on these important 
topics. 
 
Biobank Meeting-From 6 -7 August, senior public health 
officials and international and national experts in laboratory 

http://goo.gl/c6PGDC
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science, clinical research, and ethics, will meet in Freetown 
to discuss Biobanking, with a special focus on West Africa. 
The participants will consider various approaches to ensure 
that clinical samples taken during the Ebola epidemic will be 
safely preserved and judiciously used to generate the most 
knowledge to develop better disease prevention and control 
tools for the future. The group will review national and 
international models for biobanks, and explore the elements 
for inclusion in national plans, as well as potential 
international collaborations. They will also address the 
important issue of biobanking—the systematic collection 
and storage of biological samples, together with associated 
clinical and laboratory, for future analysis by qualified 
researchers—which is key to future scientific discovery and 
improved patient care. 

 

 

 

     For more information:  

     www.sl.one.un.org 

      Facebook.com/unsierraleone  

Twitter.com/unsierraleone  

  

Contact: tikue.girmay@one.un.org   

http://www.sl.one.un.org/

