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UN Agency Updates  

UNICEF 
In the past week, UNICEF-supported Health For All Coalition 
(HFAC) social mobilizers covered two hotspot districts 
(Western Rural and Urban, and Kambia) targeting five 
hotspot areas within the districts. They reached 2,032 
households covering 5,589 people through door-to-door 
community sensitization. The mobilizers reported 13 
suspected cases of Ebola from the hotspot districts and 11 
were referred to an ETU or a holding centre. A total of 21 
traditional healers and religious leaders were engaged in 
promoting safe and dignified burials and demystifying 
rumours about Ebola 
 

In preparation for the measles-polio integrated campaign 
with EPI (Expanded Programme on Immunization) 
defaulters tracing slated for 5 -10 June 2015, UNICEF 
supported the Ministry of Health and Sanitation (MoHS) 
with the procurement of solar refrigerator spare parts and 
engaged the services of technicians to repair broken down 
refrigerators in the districts. The repairs are on-going and 
will result in a strengthened the cold chain. Additionally, 22 
new solar refrigerators procured by UNICEF were 
distributed to the 13 districts. UNICEF is supporting the 
training of 100 independent monitors and 52 national 
supervisors on 27-29 May 2015. The subsequent training of 
over 20,000 personnel in the districts is planned for 1 June 
2015. 
 
The coaching and mentoring exercises for health staff 
working in Peripheral Health Units (PHUs) on Infection 
Prevention and Control continued during the reporting 
period. An additional 36 Community Health Centres 
benefitted from the job coaching and mentoring by trained 
teams.  
 

To facilitate and enhance the supervision of maternal and 
new born health services, the distribution of twenty motor 
bikes to Pujehun & Port Loko districts is in progress. Ten 
motor bikes have already been supplied to Pujehun district. 
A total of 163 new Community Health Workers have been 
trained and deployed to replace inactive ones in Tonkolili. 45 
CHWs received refresher training on Integrated Community 
Case Management (iCCM) in Pujehun. 
 
During the past week, UNICEF supported the Ministry of 
Water Resources (MoWR), to deliver more than 561,000 
liters of water to Ebola affected communities including 
ECCs. A total of two CCCs have been decommissioned 
during the week and improvements are now complete to 
the physical structure of the 17 retained CCCs to mitigate 
the anticipated impact of the rains.  WASH facilities in 55 
PHUs, 155 Schools and 156 communities are being 
rehabilitated and the work is expected to be completed by 
end of June 2015 
 
WFP 
As part of the support that WFP provides to Ebola survivors, 
about 3,600 survivors in Sierra Leone are being targeted to 
receive two monthly cash transfers for purchasing foods in 
local markets.  

 
Ebola survivor, Morris Brima, a student, has just received his sim card 
through which he will receive his money©WFP/Francis Boima 

A single cash transfer is equivalent to WFP’s standard 
monthly household food basket, which survivors receive 
when discharged from treatment units. Another supporting 
activity implemented by WFP is the provision of food to 
more than 5,000 volunteers who participated in the school 
cleanup exercise in over 1,600 schools in the Western Area 
(Sierra Leone). So far in May, WFP has collected 70mt of rice 
and pigeon peas from farmers supported by its Purchase for 
Progress (P4P) programme in Kambia, Kailahun, Bo, Port 
Loko and Kenema districts. Throughout 2015, WFP plans to 
purchase about 253mt of rice and pigeon peas from local 

Ebola survivor, Solomon, is now involved in sharing Ebola 
safety messages in his own community, the hotspot of Moa 
Wharf. ©UNICEF SL/2015/Bade 
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smallholder farmers organizations and Agricultural Business 
Centres (ABCs) for distribution to beneficiaries targeted 
under WFP’s operations. 
 
In the week to 24 May, WFP provided food assistance to 
nearly 24,000 people living in communities in Kono, Kailahun 
and Kenema (Sierra Leone) under the transition phase of it 
Emergency Operation; this assistance is provided to those 
communities that have now been declared free of the virus 
but where resumption of livelihoods constitutes a challenge. 
Moreover, deliveries of WFP food rations to volunteers 
involved in the school cleaning campaign were completed in 
Bombali and Tonkolili districts, reaching over 3,000 people in 
more than 300 schools. WFP is collaborating with the 
Ministry of Education, Science and Technology to start food 
distributions to volunteers involved in the same activity in 
431 schools in Kambia and 709 in Port Loko.  
 
Following the national screening for malnutrition, WFP is 
preparing to roll-out a targeted supplementary feeding 
programme (TSFP) in the first week of June to provide three 
months of food assistance to children identified with 
moderate acute malnutrition (MAM). 
 
 
IOM 
As of 22 May, IOM’s National Ebola Training Academy in 
partnership with WHO, COMAHS, RSLAF and MOHS has 
trained 7,286 health care workers and frontline responders in 
Freetown (6,329 at the Academy) and via mobile trainings 
(957 trained). On 20 May, a delegation from the US 
Government including USAID and OFDA visited IOM’s Ebola 
Training Academy in Freetown.  
 
A 3-day basic Infection Prevention and Control course (44 
trainees) and an abbreviated 3-day clinical care course (19 
trainees) was delivered in Bo district to health care workers 
from local health units from 18-20 May.  
  
To mark the close of Phase I of the HHBM Airport Health 
Screening project a workshop was held on 22 May at Lungi 
Airport Hotel with presentations given by US CDC, SLCAA, 
SLAA, ISAT and IOM.  HHBM Phase II will see an expansion 
of airport monitoring of health screening to land borders 
with Guinea in Kambia and Bombali districts as well as 
seaports in the Freetown area. Activities have already begun 
with the opening of IOM's new Kambia sub-office over the 
past 2 weeks. 
  
 Over the past week IOM’s social mobilizers reached 4,650 
persons with Ebola awareness and health promotion 
messaging in the Freetown area. In Bombali, IOM and World 
Hope International are continuing community engagement 
sessions to kick off Cultural Burial Liaison teams. IOM and 

implementation partner, Wellbody Alliance, continue to 
engage communities in five chiefdoms in Kono district. The 
Community Health Worker program team members will 
conduct screening and education on Ebola-related food 
shortages and malnutrition. Several meetings were held 
with the Wellbody Alliance clinical team, who are working 
with Partners in Health to create a short training for the 
CHWs in Koidu to be held in two weeks on these issues. 
 

UN WOMEN 
 
UN Women as parts of its ongoing efforts towards 
addressing the gender dimensions of Ebola in the country 
has supported the refurbishment of the maternal complex 
wing at the Port Loko Government Hospital and on 22 May 
2015 the facility was launched by H. E. Sia Nyama Koroma, 
the First Lady of Sierra Leone in Port Loko. The aim of this 
First Ladies Initiative of the Mano River Union (MRU) is to 
restore public confidence in the use of maternal and child 
health care services during the outbreak of the Ebola Virus 
Disease A day earlier, a three-day training on Infection 
Prevention and Control was concluded for 43 nurses from 
different Peripheral Health Units in the Port Loko District.  
 
The UN Women developed MRU protocol for Ebola Virus 
Infection Control for Maternal and child Health facilities 
served as the key training tool and it gave nurses the 
opportunity to practically demonstrate how they could 
swiftly manoeuver in their Personal Protective Equipment 
kits when handling patients. A similar launching was done at 
the Kenema Government Hospital in March 2015 by UN 
Women following an emergency rehabilitation, equipping, 
recruitment and training of health personnel.  
 
WHO 
Stakeholders’ dialogue in the districts continued, focusing 

on up-keeping Ebola best practices, avoiding complacency 

and enhancing further commitment from the local 

authorities.  

 

There were 3 positive Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) cases in the 

country during Epi-week 21 a decrease from 8 cases reported 

during Epi-week 20. The cases were from Western Area 

Urban and Port Loko. The other eleven districts continued to 

report zero cases during Week-21. During the same week, 70 

suspected cases were reported as compared to 66 reported 

in Week-20. There was only 1 EVD confirmed death reported 

during week 21 compared to 3 reported in Week-20.  

 

Contact tracing Mentors and Contact Tracing Lead 

Epidemiologists in the districts with active transmission are 

actively engaged in daily supervision of contact tracing 
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activities in the field. As of 24 May 2015, a total of 450 

contacts were being followed up across the country. 

 

Software developed for collecting data from the Ebola 

Treatment Centres in real time was presented to and 

endorsed by the Case Management Pillar. This will be used 

for monitoring the confirmed cases admitted in the facilities. 

The software will be loaded on smart phones. The number of 

both suspected and confirmed cases in the Ebola Treatment 

Centers (ETC) is reducing. The Community Care Centers 

(CCC) are empty and they continue to treat the general 

disease conditions.   

 

External Assessments for Ebola care facilities are still on-

going. The Infection Prevention and Control team is also 

identifying the isolation capacities nationwide and working 

with partners at all districts to support the triage and 

screening to keep healthcare workers vigilant for infectious 

cases. 

 

The Ministry of Health and Sanitation (MoHS), CDC and 

WHO commenced a study on the persistence of Ebola in 

body Fluids on 21 May. The initial study is examining 

presence of virus in seminal fluid. Meanwhile the University 

of Liverpool with the MoHS has successfully collected more 

than 36 bags of convalescent plasma ready for use in trial. In 

country trials of Tekmira's siRNA, ZMapp and the VSV 

vaccine are ongoing. 

 

Ambulance exhibition was hosted at the Mabella 

Community on 24 May by the Western Area social 

mobilization team including WHO, Handicap International, 

UNICEF, CDC, SMAC, and other partners. The exhibition was 

aimed at reassuring members of that community that 

ambulances are safe. There was a drama performance how 

the ambulance could be used by families and communities in 

an event where one of them fall sick. The organizers and 

community leaders and to assure the community that 

ambulances are safe to be used. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     For more information:  
     www.sl.one.un.org 

      Facebook.com/unsierraleone  
Twitter.com/unsierraleone  

  
Contact: francis.boima@wfp.org   

http://www.sl.one.un.org/

