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This update is produced by the PNG Disaster Management Team Secretariat in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 
12 January 2018. The next update will be issued on or around 16 January 2018. 

Background 
Papua New Guinea’s (PNG) Kadovar Island became active 
on 5 January 2018 with volcanic activity. 

The Kadovar population was evacuated to neighbouring Rup 
Rup island by 6 January and is presently being hosted there.  

Since 11 January, the East Sepik Provincial Government has 
been providing continuous water and food relief as well as 
clothing to affected communities on Rup Rup island. 

The Provincial Government indicated on 8 January that it 
was planning to evacuate islanders from Kadovar, Rup Rup 
and Biem islands to a site on mainland East Sepik within two 
weeks. The identified location is in Turubu LLG in Wewak 
District (east of Wewak town). 

 

Current Situation 
On 12 January, the Rabaul Volcanological Observatory 
(RVO) reported heightened volcanic activity on Kadovar.  

RVO reiterated its previous warning of the possibility of 
landslides and the explosive nature of magma generating 
tsunamis as Kadovar continued to erupt. 

The PNG Government continued to warn of tsunami threats 
to coastal communities particularly located along PNG’s northern region in the event of a volcanic explosion on 
Kadovar island. 

Following unconfirmed reports on 13 January of new volcanic activity on Biem island and imminent explosion, the 
RVO has confirmed no volcanic activity on Biem island except minor tremors on the island as ripple effect from 
Kadovar eruption.  

Ground reports have indicated that the current affected population comprises 691 people from Kadovar island and 
995 people from Rup Rup island. 

 

Response to Date 
It was reported that an additional 650 bales of rice and 198 containers of water were transported to Rup Rup island 
together with a medical team on 11 January. 

On 12 January, it was reported that the PNG Government launched a public appeal for in-kind and cash donations 
for affected communities in Kadovar. In addition, the PNG Prime Minister was reported to have directed all relevant 
state resources to be made available to assist in the evacuation of people at risk of volcanic activity.    

According to ground reports, planned evacuation of Kadovar islanders commenced on 14 January as an immediate 
priority with the transfer of 180 people to mainland East Sepik. Evacuation of another 180 people is planned for 15 
January. The completed evacuation of displaced Kadovar islanders from Rup Rup island is expected to be complete 
by 17 January.  

 
 
Source: http://reliefweb.int/map/papua-new-guinea/papua-new-guinea-
location-map-2013 
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this 
map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United 
Nations.  
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Coordination 
A National Disaster Centre team commenced supporting the East Sepik Provincial Government in establishing an 
onsite Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) on 11 January. A Government-appointed Emergency Response 
Controller expected to assume overall coordination of the response once the EOC is operational. 

On 11 January, a Government-led assessment team conducted a rapid needs assessment of the displaced and host 
communities on Rup Rup island. In addition to Government officers, the team consisted of technical specialists from 
humanitarian partners. The results of the assessment are expected to be ready by 16 January. 

PNG DMT Secretariat continues to provide dedicated interagency coordination in close consultation with and support 
to the PNG National Disaster Centre. To date, the Shelter/NFI/CCCM, Food Security, Protection, WASH, Health and 
Nutrition clusters have organised coordination meetings to determine immediate priority actions in support of the 
PNG Government’s response.  

Key Locations in East Sepik Province, Papua New Guinea 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISCLAIMER: This document is a compilation of information gathered from various sources, including 
relevant UN agencies, government sources, INGOs, IOs, church-based organisations and the media.  

For further information, please contact:  

PNG Disaster Management Secretariat, dmt.pg@one.un.org 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int.  
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