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This update is produced by the PNG Disaster Management Team Secretariat in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 
7 January 2018. The next update will be issued on or around 9 January 2018. 

Background 
Kadovar Island became active on 5 January 2018 with mild 
volcanic activity on south-eastern side of the island. 

As of 6 January, prevailing wind conditions have carried ash 
clouds west of Kadovar island. 

Kadovar Island (Kadowar) is a small island belonging to the 
cluster of islands referred to as Schouten Islands. Kadovar 
is approximately 100km from Wewak (line of sight) and 24km 
to nearest point on mainland East Sepik province.  

Kadovar is part of Wewak Island Rural LLG in Wewak 
District, East Sepik Province. 

 

Current Situation 
Provincial government conducted a press conference on 8 
January and assured that it was taking charge of the 
response with support from the national authorities. 

The provincial government confirmed that to date there have 
been no casualties and the entire population of Kadovar 
island (591 people) has been evacuated.  

The Kadovar population was evacuated by ward councillors 
to neighbouring Blup Blup island and is presently being 
hosted there. Blup blup’s resident population is 
approximately 800 people (143 households). 

Water and food sources on Blup Blup island are rapidly being exhausted by the additional population strain with 
immediate needs assessed by ward councillors to be food, water and shelter. 

Rabaul Volcanological Observatory (RVO) has assessed that there is a possibility for Kadovar to explode which could 
trigger similar explosions on Blup Blup and Biem islands (both volcanic islands as well). This might also trigger a 
tsunami due to landslides. 

 

Response to Date 
PNG Defence Force (PNGDF) has assigned three assets to support response efforts: 1 x helicopter (on site), 1 x 
patrol craft (to be deployed), 1 x landing craft (to be deployed).  

The helicopter will be deployed to support assessments and any emergency medivacs from Blup Blup while the 
surface vessels will support the movement of people and relief items to/from Blup Blup as well as communications. 

The provincial government outline its current response plan as two-fold: 

• Prime Minister’s Office will directly support the provincial government with food and water supplies for two 
weeks for 2,000 people (on Blup Blup island). This is being supported by a commercial barge engaged by 
the provincial government and PNGDF vessels once on site. 

 
 
Source: http://reliefweb.int/map/papua-new-guinea/papua-new-guinea-
location-map-2013 
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this 
map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United 
Nations.  
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• Within two weeks, Provincial Government is planning to evacuate islanders from Kadovar, Blup Blup and 
Biem islands (approximately 3,000-4,000 people) to a resettlement site on mainland East Sepik. The 
identified location is in Turubu LLG in Wewak District (east of Wewak town). 

The national government will be deploying a technical assessment team comprising representatives from the National 
Disaster Centre and RVO on 9 or 10 January. 

Provincial government has appealed for public contributions of food relief items from local communities in Wewak to 
meet the immediate needs for both displaced and host communities on Blup Blup island. They are also planning to 
establish a relief fund for cash contributions to support ongoing relief efforts which are likely to be implemented 
through church partners. 

Interagency partners are scoping immediate humanitarian needs and identifying relevant prepositioned relief items. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISCLAIMER: This document is a compilation of information gathered from various sources, including 
relevant UN agencies, government sources, INGOs, IOs, church-based organisations and the media.  

For further information, please contact:  

PNG Disaster Management Secretariat, , dmt.pg@one.un.org 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int.  
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