
  

A s Nigeria concluded her series of UN Food Systems Summit (UNFSS) dialogues 
across the country, Vice-President Yemi Osinbajo, has reiterated the commitment 

of the Government of Nigeria to sustainable food systems, as one of the key strategies 
for eliminating poverty across Nigeria.  
He said this at the national consolidatory dialogue on the UN food systems summit held 
on 29 June at Abuja, and was joined by the UN Deputy Secretary-General Amina J. Mo-
hammed, who acknowledged that transformation of the food systems was essential to a 
healthier and prosperous country.  
     “We know that our target of lifting a hundred million Nigerians out of poverty within a 
decade is only achievable if we focus on substantially improving agriculture and food 
systems which assure us of not just good food, but also jobs.” He explained, “This per-
spective on addressing hunger, malnutrition and poverty runs through our policy frame-
works, including our recently launched National Poverty Reduction and Growth Strategy, 
and our Nutrition Policy that addresses the issues of sustainable and nutrition-sensitive 
food systems.” 
     Prof. Osinbajo described the call by the United Nations Secretary-General on the food 
systems summit dialogue, as apt and timely as it provided the opportunity to holistically 
re-examine all the elements of the Food Systems in Nigeria. 
The UN Deputy Secretary-General explained that “Science has confirmed that making 
changes in the food systems are an opportunity to drive progress across all SDGs. In-
deed, if we are to address the climate emergency, ensure better health and well-being of 
people, while also overcoming inequality, we must transform our food systems.”  
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   According to her, transforming the food sys-
tems would require all to work together.  
     In his remarks, Senior Adviser on Food Sys-
tems Summit Dialogues, David Nabarro, de-
scribed the food system summit dialogue as a 
movement. 
     He thanked the Government of Nigeria; the 
UN Resident Coordinator, Edward Kallon and 
the UN Country Team for leading development 
partners in support of the UNFSSD in Nigeria. 
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Nigeria Commits To Sustainable Food Systems, As UN Emphasises 
Food Systems Transformation Is Essential  
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D espite efforts by women’s organizations, national actors, 
international development partners, and the Independ-

ent National Electoral Commission (INEC), women represent 
only 3.8% of elective positions both at the federal and state 
levels and constitute only 16.2% of appointive positions in the 
federal executive cabinet in Nigeria.  
     Due to this, several gender equality and women empower-
ment advocates have made some notable gains through draw-
ing awareness on the importance of women in leadership and, 
supporting the passage of other frameworks such as the Gender 
and Equal Opportunities (GEO) Bill and the Violence Against 
Person’s Prohibition (VAPP) Act. 
     It is against this backdrop that UN Women in Nigeria support-
ed a high-level breakfast meeting to discuss the importance of 
having a consensus among women in the National Assembly on 
proposed gender reforms (Constitutional review and GEO Bill) 
towards increasing women’s political participation. The meeting 
was graced by UN Deputy Secretary General Amina Mohamed 
who, in her remarks encouraged younger women and men to 
keep telling their stories to build the social fabric of Nigeria.  

She emphasized the importance of having women at the highest 
levels of leadership including the United Nations where they can be 
equally part of decision-making processes. 
     ‘When I resumed my role, African women heading various agen-
cies in the UN were around 9, currently the number stands at 19; 
these changes were only possible with the support of the Secretary 
General who understands the important role women play. When 
women join leadership, they can bring everyone along’, she said. 
Adding, she underlined the need to speak up against Gender based 
violence and issues of mental health, which are both silent pandem-
ics, tearing homes and societies.  
     Also in attendance was Hon. Dame Pauline Tallen, Minister of 
Women’s Affairs who welcomed all the women leaders and their 
representatives, thanking UN Women for always providing support 
to the ministry. 
     The interactive convening was moderated by Dr. Amina Salihu 
with forty participants drawn from the National Assembly, Civil Soci-
ety Organizations, and the Ministry of Women’s Affairs including 
federal female lawmakers, civil society gender activists and young 
women activists in attendance.  

                                                                           Deputy Secretary General Lauds Women’s Efforts In Nigeria 
                                                                                                                                     When women claim a space, they must never give it up  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Falmata Mohammed  

UN Deputy Secretary-General J. Amina Mohammed , at the high-level breakfast meeting on women’s participation in political leadership, held on 2 July 2021 in 
Abuja. 

O n Friday, 18 June 2021, Nigeria’s capital city – Abuja, sol-
emnly declared: Solutions for refugees start at the local 

level. Every city, every neighbourhood, everyone can contrib-
ute. Abuja also joined scores of cities that support a global 
statement of welcome and inclusiveness for families forced to 
flee. 
     The Minister, Federal Capital Territory (FCT), Abuja, Moham-
med Musa Bello, represented by the Permanent Secretary of 
the FCT Abuja, Adesola Olusade, signed the declaration Cities 
#WithRefugees to mark #WorldRefugeeDay. Abuja stands with 
its refugees.  
     The Nigerian capital joins an exclusive club of inclusive cities: 
Brussels, Kabul, Kampala, London, Los Angeles, Mexico, Montre-
al, Paris, São Paulo, Vienna and a number of others. In Nigeria, 
Calabar, Cross River State signed the declaration earlier. This 
initiative by UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, has been signed 
by some 175 cities in more than 50 countries. 
     Cities #WithRefugees was signed in the presence of the UN-
HCR Representative to Nigeria, Chansa Kapaya, representative 
of the Federal Minister for Humanitarian Affairs, Hajia Sadiya 
Umar Farouq, representative of ECOWAS Commissioner, Dr. 

Siga Fatima Jagne and Hajia Imaan Sulaiman Ibrahim, the Nigerian 
Federal Commissioner of NCFRMI, the National Commission for Refu-
gees, Migrants and IDPs. 
 

 

 Nigeria’s Capital Joins Exclusive Club Of Inclusive Cities #WithRefugees  
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A t least 2,000 women and girls have taken to the streets as 
part of the Freedom Run, a sports activity to raise public 

awareness on sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) and sexu-
al and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) in Ebonyi, Nigeria. 
     The Spotlight Initiative-supported activity saw participants 
walk or run more than 8km along the road from Pa Ngele Oruta 
township stadium to the Ecumenical Centre in Abakaliki, Ebonyi. 
     The event brought together government, civil society organiza-
tions (CSOs), implementing partners and representatives of the 
UN. Deputy Governor Dr Kelechi Igwe, representing the Gover-
nor, applauded the partnership between the state and the Initia-
tive, describing the relationship as “robust and prosperous”. 
The Governor also applauded UNESCO for the programmes 
they've implemented in the state in an effort to address violence 

against women and girls and encouraged them to deepen their 
engagement in other states. 
     A representative of the Governor's wife, Mrs. Rachel Umahi, said 
that “gender-based violence is no longer allowed in the state as we 
have fought tirelessly to liberate girls and women from all forms of 
violence”. She added that perpetrators would not go unpunished. 
Ebonyi state was the first state in Nigeria to adopt the Violence 
against Persons Prohibition (VAPP) Act. 
     The Head of UNESCO Nigeria's Social and Human Sciences Sector 
Dr Nneka Okafor said the objective of the Freedom Run was “to 
raise public awareness on sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) 
especially for women and girls; to promote the values of sports in 
fighting against SGBV, and to increase knowledge of the existing 
rights of women and girls among all stakeholders.” 

EU-UN Spotlight Initiative to end violence against women and girls  

2,000 Women And Girls Demand End To Gender-Based Violence In Nigeria 

W hen Abiola Akamgbe, 41 years is not in her store at 
Iwaya market where she is a merchant of building mate-

rials, the mother of three, spends the rest of her time surveilling 
the community, working to bring violence against women and 
girls to an end. The vivacious Ms. Akamgbe is well-known and 
trusted within the community and friendly with the children. 
Women and girls come to her when they experience any form 
of violence. She also has contacts who alert her when they no-
tice any such violence “it is so helpful because I cannot be eve-
rywhere at the same time”. She says. 
     Ms. Akamgbe joined the Spotlight Initiative Community sur-
veillance team in 2020. She is part of a team of 10 spread across 
the Iwaya community in Yaba, Lagos. They serve as a linkage 
between the community and institutions like the police, judici-
ary, and traditional leaders when cases of violence arise. They 
carry out house-to-house sensitizations, they identify and treat 
cases of violence forwarding them to the appropriate services. 
More community watchdogs like Ms. Akamgbe are needed. It is 
reported that in Nigeria, 30 percent of girls and women aged 
between 15 and 49 have experienced sexual abuse. 
     In 12 months, the team has treated at least 50 cases ranging 
from rape, child abuse, child labor, sexual violence. However, 
intervening is not always a smooth sail. When it gets difficult for 
the team to persuade parents and guardians, the team refers 
them to the family support unit at the police station for one-on-
one counseling. The culture of silence persists, most don’t re-
port, and even for the women who report, most come face-to-
face with the burning question that makes them continue to live 

with abusers- ‘who will take care of my children if I leave' ? Their 
concerns are valid: more than 90 percent of Nigerian women in the 
labor force work in the informal sector according to a UN Nigeria 
report in 2020: this means a lower earning power and higher suscep-
tibility to various forms of violence.        
     The Community Surveillance team receives training supported by 
the EU-UN Spotlight Initiative. These trainings help the team identify 
violence. She narrates the story of 16-year-old Ronke (not real name) 
who had refused to go back to her place of work because of the mo-
lestation she faced there but could not disclose this to her parents. 
They pushed her back to the job. This was when she met and confid-
ed in the team.  Ms. Akamgbe attributes this to lack of insight and 
advises parents whenever she gets a chance to create an enabling 
environment to make it easy for children to speak up. 
     With the watchful eyes of the surveillance team, Ms. Akamgbe 
says “the cases of abuse are reduced within the community because 
perpetrators understand now that there are immediate repercus-
sions for their wrong actions. 
     However, not all cases are solved. Some cases are held up indefi-
nitely in courts because of court strikes. It gets even harder at the 
police station because cases not involving penetrative sex are not 
regarded as grievous enough and are easily discarded, families with-
draw cases and for some other cases, the team just never hears any-
thing about them again. 
     Touching lives remains a passion for Ms. Akamgbe, she hopes to 
continue to use every avenue to fight all forms of violence within her 
community and beyond.. 

Activists Watch Over Communities To End Violence Against Women And Girls 
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T he Association of Public Health Physicians of Nigeria (APHPN) 
held its 37th Annual General Meeting and Scientific Confer-

ence from 15th -17th June 2021 in Abuja. 
     The aim of this year’s conference was to put a spotlight on the 
rising levels of violence against women and girls in Nigeria and to 
proffer solutions. In 1996, the World Health Assembly declared vio-
lence against women a major public health issue that urgently need-
ed to be addressed by governments and health organizations. Gen-
der-based violence (GBV) causes a host of health problems, puts a 
strain on health system resources, limits women’s growth and 
productivity, impedes the well-being of families and communities, 
and hinders governments from achieving national goals related to 
health and women’s advancement. 
     The impact of gender-based violence on women’s health, in par-
ticular, is well documented - it is a major cause of disability and 
death among women worldwide and has adverse consequences for 
women’s sexual and reproductive health. Violence during pregnancy 
can cause serious harm to both the mother and baby. The confer-
ence recognizes that health professionals are central to the re-
sponse to gender-based violence. 
     As part of the annual conference, the Association of Public Health 
Physicians of Nigeria (APHPN) in collaboration with the United Na-
tions Population Fund (UNFPA) and the EU-UN Spotlight Initiative 
hosted a high-level plenary session and launched the Orange the 
World campaign for doctors in an effort to amplify the call for action 
to end violence, which has been worsened by COVID-19. 
     The high-level plenary session, with the theme 'Strengthening 
Nigeria's Health System to Meet the Needs of Survivors of Gender-
Based Violence and Harmful Practices: Lessons from the COVID-19 
Pandemic', hosted panelists from government, civil society, and 
service providers. They addressed how to improve health services 
for survivors of gender-based violence in Nigeria. The plenary ses-
sion provided a platform for health professionals, development 
partners, policymakers and advocates to reflect on gaps in the 

health system response to gender-based violence and find op-
portunities for improvement. 
     At the end of the event, the Association of Public Health Phy-
sicians of Nigeria (APHPN) issued a 6-point call to action signed 
by its National Chairman, Professor Benjamin S.C Uzochukwu as 
follows: 
 
The Association of Public Health Physicians of Nigeria (APHPN):  
 

• Calls on all states yet to adopt the Violence against Per-
sons Prohibition (VAPP) act and Child Rights Act (CRA) to 
do so without further delay, to protect our women and 
girls 

• Beyond the adoption of the laws, we need to strengthen 
law enforcement and awareness of the law around Gen-
der-Based Violence. Everyone should understand that 
violence against women and girls is unacceptable and 
will no longer be tolerated 

• We call on all states to put in place a sex –offenders reg-
ister to name and shame perpetrators and end the impu-
nity around Gender-based Violence  

• We call on every state government to establish and fund 
at least one GBV response center, and shelter by in its 
state with government-paid staff deployed and with 
effective linkages to other support services that survivors 
may need 

• We call for the establishment of at least one forensic lab 
in each geopolitical zone in the country to support the 
prosecution of GBV 

• We call on the National Council on Health to declare free 
medical care for survivors of Gender-based Violence and 
assign a focal point for GBV in each  

EU-UN Spotlight Initiative to end violence against women and girls  

Public Health Physicians Go Orange: Putting The Spotlight On Ending Violence 

Against Women And Girls 

Dignitaries at the 37th Annual General Meeting and Scientific Conference in Abuja 
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C amped in the shadows a half-built royal palace, displaced 
families, mostly women and children, eke out their lives. 

Amid the dusty floors and stone walls of unfinished construction 
this is where they sleep, eat, rest and play. The palace site, origi-
nally intended for the Emir of Anka is now a camp for hundreds 
of internally displaced people (IDPs) in Anka, Zamfara State, 
North-western Nigeria. 
     As worsening conflict engulfs the entire northern states of 
Nigeria with millions of people are being forced to flee their 
homes. Summer droughts have already worsened food insecuri-
ty, and now with the fighting due to Nigeria’s Islamic insurgency 
making an already fragile situation far graver, the risk of starva-
tion and famine is intensifying. 
     With over 200 million people, Nigeria is the most populated 
country in Africa and the seventh largest in the world. Howev-
er, conflict in the northeast has displaced 1.7 million people and 
left another 8.7 million in need of humanitarian assistance across 
the North. 
     Rufa and her four children have been living in the grounds of 
the palace camp for two years. She explains: “We left early one 
morning. After many of our family members and friends were 
killed. We fled with only the belongings we could carry and 
walked for two days to reach safety.” 
     Rufa’s family could not survive without food assistance provid-
ed by the World Food Programme (WFP) in the form of prepaid 
cards that she can use to buy basic food such as rice and grain 
with.  
     Across northern Nigeria, 6.8 million people are currently expe-
riencing extreme levels of hunger and malnutrition. Without im-
mediate help, the slightest disruption to their food chain could 
mean the onset of famine and the difference between life and 
death.  
     WFP’s deep-field presence, the scale of its operations, and 
cutting-edge expertise acquired over decades fighting hunger - 
makes it uniquely positioned to stop famine in its tracks, and 
steer people away from the edge of starvation. 

We Can’t Go Back Home’: The Forgotten Victims Of Nigeria’s Conflict  

Internally displaced mothers and their children queue during a WFP nutrition 
screening in Anka, Zamfara State, Northwest Nigeria. Some 6.8 million people in 
northern Nigeria will not know where their next meal will come from at the 
height of the annual hunger season from June to August, a situation made worse 
by on-going and increasing conflict engulfing the entire northern states of Nige-
ria according to a new assessment.  

Asma (centre) holds the youngest of her three children, Fatima, one month old. 
Fatima will be assessed to see if she is malnourished. And if so will receive a forti-
fied nutrition supplement.  

A humanitarian aid worker instructs mothers how to give their children the nutri-
tional food supplement. 

Women receive prepaid cards during a WFP distribution in a camp sheltering inter-
nally displaced people (IDPs). They can use the cards to buy basic foods like rice and 
sorghum (a type of grain) for their family.  
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T he COVID-19 pandemic has had unprecedented impact on all 
spheres of life globally. With massive school closures for sever-

al months across the world, learning was disrupted for children, 
young people and adults. Nigeria is not left out and experienced 
countrywide school closures which meant that learners were unable 
to gain access to education with the girl child mostly affected.  
     Another effect of the COVID-19 pandemic was the sudden surge 
on the reported incidents of gender-based violence in Nigeria. This 
shows there is an urgent need to provide an empowering and ena-
bling environment for women and girls in marginalized communities 
through protective education and preventive interventions across 
multiple levels of social systems. 
     UNESCO, being at the forefront of promoting youth and adult 
literacy through evidence-based advocacy and fostering partner-
ships, attracted funding from the Government of Japan for the pro-
ject titled: “Empowerment of Women and Girls in Marginalized 
Communities for Better Well-Being through Education and Advoca-
cy”. This project is a one-year project to be implemented in Bauchi, 
Delta and Gombe States of Nigeria.  
     Following a successful virtual National launch, advocacy and in-
ception meetings were held in the Delta and Bauchi States respec-
tively with courtesy visits paid to the State Governors. The objective 
of the event was to solicit the support of the State government and 
all relevant partners as well as promote the buy-in by all stakehold-
ers for sustainability. 
     The Governor of Delta state, Senator Dr. Ifeanyi Okowa said, 
“Being women does not make them lesser human beings”. The Gov-
ernor thanked the Government of Japan and UNESCO for the initia-
tive and pledged the support of his government for the successful 
implementation of the project in the state.  

Also visited, were the Honourable Commissioners for Education 
and Information; and the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry 
of Women Affairs.  
     In the same vein, while assuring the UNESCO team of the 
state’s willingness and support for the project, the Governor of 
Bauchi State, Senator Bala Mohammed said, “Bauchi state was 
one of the first states to sign into law the Violence Against Per-
sons Prohibition (VAPP) Bill in Nigeria”. The Speaker, Bauchi 
State House of Assembly, Rt Hon Abubakar Y. Suleiman was also 
at the advocacy and inception meeting. 
     The Japan - UNESO project will enable both young women 
and girls at risk of dropping out of school and young women 
facing intersecting marginalization: living with HIV/AIDS, disabil-
ity, victims of early and unintended pregnancy, child marriage, 
and rural poor, use available training to prevent COVID-19 in 
their communities and undergo second chance post-literacy 
classes. Community media (15 per state) will be trained on GBV 
reportage, educating and advocating for the rights of women 
and girls on GBV using their platforms, COVID-19 prevention, 
violent extremism and hate speech. In addition, psychosocial 
support and rehabilitation will be provided for women and girls 
SGBV survivors (50 per state) through art and creative mecha-
nisms for long-term recovery.  
     Japan has had series of collaboration with UNESCO over the 
years in its efforts to promote sustainable development. The 
focus of the project on the promotion of peace, stability, and 
inclusive development for shared prosperity is at the heart of 
Japan’s Country Development Cooperation Policy for Nigeria.  
 

UN Partners Bauchi, Delta And Gombe For Well-Being Of Women and Girls  

A s part of the United Nations Security Council Resolution 
1325 provision, Nigeria in 2020 concluded the implemen-

tation of its second four-year National Action Plan on Women 
Peace and Security. Since the first National Action Plan was 
developed in 2007, 13 states in Nigeria have localized to have 
State Action Plan on women peace and security. Currently, this 
has contributed to the existence of Local Action Plan (LAP) in 
about five local government areas within Nigeria.  
     UN Women in partnership with the UK Government, Com-
monwealth & Development Office convened a high-level 
meeting on the 31st of May to share evidence-based findings on 
women’s participation in dialogue and mediation in Nigeria and 
to stimulate action around innovative programmatic and policy 
interventions to address gaps and harness opportunities for the 
inclusion and participation of women in formal dialogue and 
mediation processes at state and federal levels in Nigeria. 
Speaking at the meeting, UN Women Representative to Nigeria 
and ECOWAS Ms. Comfort Lamptey, said that having women at 
the peace table strengthens accountability for implementation 
of policies. 
     “We know from evidence that having women at the peace 
table generates greater buy-in and strengthens accountability 
for implementation. Women’s participation also makes peace 
more durable because, with their input, agreements go beyond 
the realm of power to the realities of people. Studies indicate 
that peace processes that include women as mediators, wit-
nesses, signatories, or negotiators are 35% more likely to last 15 
years,” she said. 
     The UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in Nigeria, 
Mr. Edward Kallon, called for the need for women participation 
at the decision table towards development. 

“Besides our ongoing 
advocacy at all levels 
to enhance full partici-
pation of women all in 
all development 
efforts in this country. 
we have tried in most 
of our engagements to 
ensure that women 
are on the table, that 
the voices of women 
are heard, and that 
women are involved in 
the plan and design of 
development pro-
grammes. This have 

enhanced their role in decision making and enhance their advocacy 
for peace and security,” he said. 
     The Minister of Women Affairs and Social Development, Dame 
Pauline Tallen, called for the continuous support of women inclusion 
in peacebuilding processes.  
     “No doubt, women and children, including girls are most negative-
ly impacted by the effects of these violent conflicts. Therefore, we 
must continue to support their inclusion in peace building processes 
at all levels. You will all agree with me that women possess the re-
quired management, negotiation and reconciliation abilities, which is 
often seen in their day-to-day peace mediation in the home front 
and even within the communities”, the minister said. 
     The Minister further urged all stakeholders to ensure that, Nigeri-
an women are fully integrated into all aspects of decision-making 
processes. 

UN, UK Government Host High-Level Meeting On Women, Dialogue And Mediation  

UN Resident Coordinator Edward Kallon addresses the 
audience - Photo : UN Women/ Olanrewaju Faremi 



7 

T he first time 13-year-old Ali Umar experienced profound 
loss, it seemed to shatter his life right down to its roots. A 

few years later, when two of his younger siblings died of illness in 
an IDP camp in Maiduguri, north-east Nigeria, the events washed 
over Umar like light rain. The teenager had grown stoic. 
     Sitting on a mat in a UNICEF-supported radio learning centre in 
the community of Galtimari, Umar recalls his first incidence of 
pain, when his father was killed while working on his farmland in 
Alau, a small community 20km outside Maiduguri in Borno State. 
Ironically, the family of two wives and ten children had relocated 
from their ancestral community of Kayamla to Alau to escape 
unending attacks and counterattacks by armed groups and gov-
ernment forces. 
But it was in Alau that the chickens came home to roost. 
     “I was his first son; we were very close,’’ says Umar, two large 
teardrops suddenly escaping his hooded eyes. The teenager sobs 
quietly, his anguish drowned out by the loud chatter of children 
playing outside the radio learning centre. 
     Like Umar, they also bear deep scars of the twelve-year con-
flict.   The radio club hosts some of the most vulnerable children 
in the world. Some born during the conflict have never experi-
enced peace, while those born before it have lost nearly every-
thing - including a normal childhood. The crisis has seen tens of 
thousands of children orphaned, separated from their families, 
enlisted into armed groups, exposed to hunger and infection, and 
missing out on school. 
     UNICEF is helping Umar and other internally displaced children 
in the school cope with the trauma of the conflict. With support 
from the German Financial Cooperation project with UNICEF 
(KfW), teachers and members of the school-based management 
committee have been trained to provide psychosocial support to 
the children. 
UNICEF also provides learning materials and radio clubs to the 
Galtimari community, strengthening the quality of education for 
the children. Three times a week, Umar attends a radio learning 
club. UNICEF is helping vulnerable children across the state with 
community-based radio clubs, learning materials, pre-recorded 

literacy and numeracy lessons, hygiene facilities and graduate tu-
tors. 
     Umar’s journey to the UNICEF school and to this UNICEF-
supported radio class was a new beginning for him. He arrived in 
Maiduguri on foot with his family in early 2014 and joined dozens 
of other IDPs who had already taken shelter at the Galtimari 
school. 
     Prior to his arrival, abductions of school children and grisly 
attacks on schools had forced the state government to shut them 
down indefinitely. The school was subsequently repurposed by the 
state government as an IDP camp, to shelter people fleeing the 
suburbs into Maiduguri. It remained so for nearly two years. 
     When schools were finally reopened, the legion of IDPs inhab-
iting schools were relocated to other sites in town. 
“I stayed behind with Garba Mohammed, who was the chairman of 
IDPs at the school. One of the watchmen of the school died around 
that time and Mohammed replaced him. He introduced me to the 
headmaster and enrolled me in school. He has been responsible for 
me since 2015. I am grateful to him because he reduced the bur-
den on my mother,’’ says Umar. 
     Today, Umar and three other orphaned boys live in a converted 
office sandwiched between two classrooms. The boys keep their 
sparse belongings in a corner of the room, under a white mosquito 
net. The room is mostly dark, except for the door and a small win-
dow that provides some ventilation. Last April, the boys abandoned 
sleeping in the room for the airier veranda, to escape the stifling 
night heat that can reach temperatures of 45 degrees centigrade. 
Even at the tender age of 13, Umar sees beyond his troubles. Al-
ready, he is training to become a power generator engineer in his 
spare time and has even bigger goals in mind. 
“If Allah wishes it, all will be well with me. My goal is to be the gov-
ernor of this state. I would like to put everything in order in the 
villages so that people can return to a better life,’’ he says with a 
broad smile. 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                             The Boy Who Wouldn’t Quit                                                                                  
A conflict-affected boy who lost his father to armed groups in north-east Nigeria is building a castle of new dreams, 
with support from the German Financial Cooperation with UNICEF (KfW) 

Ali Umar in a radio class. 
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W orld Refugee Day is set aside, every 20 June to honour, 
celebrate, and remember the millions of people forced to 

flee their home. This year’s commemoration was special, as the 
world is navigating one of its most difficult period—the corona-
virus (COVID-19) pandemic. Beyond the honour that World Refu-
gee Day brings to forcibly displaced people, it also recognises 
their strength, courage and resilience that they continually 
demonstrate, retrospectively, when they were forced to flee their 
homes, and prospectively how they are coping with new terrains 
in their host communities which is filled with uncertainties. 
World Refugee Day also served as a platform for UNHCR and 
partners around the world to communicate to the world about 
the plight of refugees, their need for international protection and 
the importance of finding sustainable durable solutions.  
     Data from the UNHCR Global Trends Report released on the 18 
June 2021, estimates that 82.4 million people were forcibly dis-
placed by violence and persecution globally out of which 26.4 
million are refugees, 48 million are IDPs and 4.1 million are asy-
lum seekers. The majority are children as they are the main vic-
tims of displacement and girls and boys under the age of 18 ac-
count for 42 % of all forcibly displaced people. The report also 
indicates that despite the COVID-19 pandemic which broke out 
last year, the number of people fleeing wars, violence, persecu-
tion and human rights violations in 2020, continued to soar and 
calls for global  cease fire, as conflicts and persecution continues 
to force people to flee across borders and millions more to be 
displaced within their own countries.  
     In Nigeria, the number of refugees significantly increased at 
the beginning of 2017, with the arrival of Cameroonian refugees 
predominantly from the North-west and South-west of Came-
roon. At the end of May 2021, NCFRMI, The National Commission 
for Refugees, Migrants and IDPs, with the support of UNHCR, 
registered 66,899 refugees from Cameroon and 4,500 refugees 
from thirty-three different nationalities residing in 25 different 
states in urban areas, bringing the total number of refugees to 
72,999. To support the government of Nigeria, UNHCR has pro-

vided a range of humanitarian assistance within the refugee settle-
ments and host communities living around four settlements. 
     In 2021, UNHCR in Nigeria and partners marked World Refugee 
Day amid a continuing pandemic, which has abated in some parts 
of the world but continues to rage in others. In Ogoja, Calabar, 
Cross River State, a Refugee Week with different events was held, 
hosted with/by refugees and host communities. These activities 
included refugees showcasing their livelihood wares and skills, 
educational and sport prowess, and togetherness with their host 
communities.  
     In the margin of these activities, some refugees and partners 
also received their first dose and for others, second dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine. All these, to highlight the theme for the year - 
Together we heal, learn and shine. Together we can achieve any-
thing.  
     The shared experience of COVID-19 has showed us that we only 
succeed if we stand together. We have all had to do our part to 
keep each other safe and despite the challenges, refugees and 
displaced people have stepped up.  
     Furthermore, in a press conference to commemorate the World 
Refugee Day in Abuja, UNHCR’s Representative to Nigeria, Ms. 
Chansa Kapaya, said, “Refugees don’t leave their intelligence, ca-
pacity, potential and dreams when they flee their homes. They 
carry them along. What they need is a chance to be productive 
members of their new communities” 
     Ms. Chansa also stressed the power of inclusion and Nigeria’s 
contribution. “I would like to express sincere gratitude to the Nige-
rian Government for the progressive and inclusive approach to 
refugees”, she said. “Nigeria has adopted progressive inclusive 
policies that allows refugees to have access to health and educa-
tion. Once registered and issued with an ID document, they are 
allowed to move and restart their lives.” 
     Globally, World Refugee Day 2021 sends the message: Together 
we can achieve anything. 

Nigeria stands #WithRefugees on World #Refugee Day                                            
Together we heal, learn and shine – Inclusion in health, education, and sport 

A cross-section of participants at the World Refugee Day event in Ogoja, Cross River. 
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I nsecurity and conflict have plagued north-east Nigeria for 
almost 12 years, causing millions of people to feel the pain of 

hunger. As the north-east enters the lean season, food security 
assessments released in March 2021 indicated that looming food 
insecurity threatens an estimated 4.4 million people, 775,000 of 
whom are at extreme risk. COVID-19 has only exacerbated the 
situation, causing economic shocks that have affected families’ 
ability to access or purchase food. 
     This dire humanitarian crisis is exacerbated by access con-
straints and other challenges that hinder the principled, timely 
and much-needed delivery of humanitarian aid. In one of the 
latest security incidents, in April 2021, food warehouses in Dama-
sak and the humanitarian office were burned to the ground by 
non-State armed groups (NSAGs). This led to a temporary reduc-
tion in operations, which heightened the already alarming risk of 
severe food insecurity.  
     Without urgent action, thousands of families will descend into 
catastrophic food conditions during this lean season. 
     The UN and its humanitarian partners are working around the 
clock to ensure that families have enough food to survive. 
The familiar pain of hunger: Amina’s story 
Amina Adamo, 25, is only too familiar with hunger; she has lived 
without food for days and with only very small rations for months 
at a time. Inside her makeshift shelter at the Elmiskin internally 
displaced persons (IDP) camp in Jere, near Maiduguri, Borno 
State, she is one of the many people affected by food insecurity. 
     Amina fears hunger. She relied on food assistance for almost 
five years, up until it was cut off three months ago. The only food 
assistance available in the camp was meant for pregnant and 
breastfeeding mothers.  
    IDPs like Amina count on humanitarian assistance as their only 
lifeline. The ongoing conflict and rising attacks on humanitarians 
delivering aid to communities like hers have made life more diffi-

cult and hindered the provisions sent to families who need them 
most. 
    Despite enormous risks to their safety, the UN and its partners 
continue to find ways to deliver aid and food assistance through a 
process called “localization.” Localization allows partners and agen-
cies to work with local non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to 
deliver humanitarian aid and assistance to unreached communities 
constantly under threat of violence from armed groups. This pro-
cess allows for local solutions to local problems. 
     To provide food to communities, the World Food Programme 
(WFP) works through partners such as Intersos and local NGOs like 
Salient Humanitarian. And the Nigeria Humanitarian Fund focuses 
on supporting local partners, ensuring they receive humanitarian 
financing to meet needs at the community level. 
     Five years ago, Amina and her husband fled Bama, a garrison 
town near the Cameroon border, following an attack by non-State 
armed groups (NSAGs). The groups’ violent campaign has pushed 
approximately 8.7 million people from their homes in various com-
munities in Borno, Adamawa and Yobe – the states most affected 
by conflict in the region.  
Amina recounts the night they fled from their home. 
 “We were sleeping when we started hearing gunshots. That was 
when we ran out of town. We walked for about six hours. We later 
got a vehicle to drop us at Bama in a parking lot. We started beg-
ging for money the next day in order to pay the driver,” she said. 
     Many families in the camp relied on farming to feed themselves, 
going out into open fields to plant crops to harvest. But the NSAGs’ 
rising attacks against farmers have created fear, forcing people to 
choose between planting food and preserving their own safety. 
This has only increased food insecurity in many conflict-affected 
communities. 
     “We are making caps and engaging in small trade. This is what 
we are doing in order to make it through the day.” 

                               The Cost Of Hunger In North-East Nigeria 
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T he Federal Ministry of Health, the National Drug Law En-
forcement Agency (NDLEA) and the United Nations Office 

on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the European Union launched 
two important publications aimed to enhance the quality of 
counselling and treatment services to drug users in Nigeria: the 
Standard Policy and Practice Guidelines for NDLEA Counselling 
Centres developed in partnership with the NDLEA and the Na-
tional Guidelines for the Treatment of Substance Use Disorders 
developed under the leadership of the Federal Ministry of Health.      
            Developed with the assistance of the EU funded and UNODC 
implemented project: “Response to Drugs and Related Organised 
Crime”, these documents provide comprehensive and evidence-
based approaches for treatment of substance use disorder in line 
with international best practices. 

Substance use disorder presents a growing problem to 
Nigeria's already overburdened health care system.       
          The results of 2018 National Survey on Drug Use in 
Nigeria revealed a drug use prevalence of 14.4 per 
cent among Nigerians aged between 15 and 64 years, 
which is almost 3 times higher than the global preva-
lence rate of 5.5% . The survey also found that almost 
3 million persons were suffering from some form of 
drug use disorder and require either counselling or 
treatment to address their health condition. Recent 
polls conducted by UNODC and UNICEF ( June 2020) 
among 80,000 Nigerian youths, the majority felt that 
drug use had increased in the wake of COVID-19 relat-
ed lockdowns, school-closures, and economic hard-
ship. 
     In his message to the unveiling of the National 
Guidelines for Substance Use Disorder Treatment the 

Minister of Health, Dr. E. Osagi Ehanire, MD, FWACS stated: “These 
Guidelines will increase Nigeria's coverage and quality of effective, 
evidence-based and ethical treatment of substance use disorders…. 
and will also be useful in monitoring the quality of treatment pro-
vided by service providers across the country.” 
      The event also featured the launch of the “Standard Policy and 
Practice Guidelines for NDLEA Counsellors”. Speaking at the event, 
Brig. General (Rtd.) Mohamed Buba Marwa, NDLEA Chairman 
stressed, “The Guidelines will not only provide a uniform frame-
work for the NDLEA counsellors and counselling centres but will 
also enable the Agency provide evidence-based counselling and 
psychosocial interventions that are at par with international stand-
ards and best practices.” 

FG, EU And UN Join Hands In Closing Drug Use Counselling And Treatment Gap  

O n June 19, the international community marked the Inter-
national Day for the Elimination of Sexual Violence in 

Conflict. In Nigeria, as elsewhere, this provides an important 
moment to stop and reflect on both, progress made in the fight 
to protect, in particular, women and girls from sexual violence 
in regions affected by conflict, as well as how much more work 
still remains to be done. 
     In Nigeria, terrorist groups have killed tens of thousands of 
civilians, abducted over 2,000 girls and women since July 2009, 
and displaced millions across the North East of the country. 
Conflict in the North East has further contributed to a sharp rise 
in violence against women and children. The abduction of more 
than 200 schoolgirls near Chibok in 2014, many of them remain-
ing in captivity until this day, shocked the world. 
     Girls and women who have been abducted by armed groups 
and become victims of rape and forced marriage during captiv-
ity, and then must deal with stigmatization and possible rejec-
tion by their families and communities upon their release. Re-
turnees have been reported to be shunned by society – consid-
ered stained and unfit for marriage. The situation is even worse 
for those who return pregnant or with children, born as a result 
of rape whilst in captivity. The plight and rights of children born 
of conflict-related sexual violence, and of their mothers, has 
become so serious that in 2019 the UN Security Council request-
ed that the Secretary-General prepare a Special Report on the 
issue (UNSCR 2467) 
     Sexual abuse and other violations against women and chil-
dren are also, widespread in displacement settings and a culture 
of impunity for perpetrators contributes to continued violence. 
Women, girls and boys have reported having to engage in sur-
vival sex for money, food, and permission to move in and out of 

IDP sites. The situation is particularly severe for adolescent girls who 
often become victims of sexual violence when performing basic tasks 
such as collecting firewood, fetching water or using communal la-
trines. 
     While the response to sexual violence has improved in recent 
years, there are still significant gaps that must be addressed in the 
quality, scope and access to make sure survivors have unimpeded 
access to medical, psychosocial, legal services and livelihoods, while 
at the same time the criminal justice system needs further strength-
ening to allow for the effective and timely investigation, prosecution 
and adjudication of perpetrators. 
     In his speech to mark the day, the United Nations Secretary-
General, António Guterres pointed to the turmoil caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic that “has made it even more difficult to hold 
perpetrators of sexual violence to account. Even as we respond to 
the pandemic, we must investigate every case, and maintain essen-
tial services for every survivor. We cannot allow this already underre-
ported crime to slip further into the shadows. Perpetrators must be 
punished”, he said. Speaking at the 14th United Nations Crime Con-
gress hosted in Kyoto in March 2021, the Attorney General of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, Mr. Abubakar Malami, emphasized the 
Nigerian government’s commitment to ensure accountability for 
sexual violence in conflict, by ensuring sexual violence related charg-
es against Boko Haram suspects are effectively, and successfully in-
vestigated.  
     UNODC has been supporting Nigeria’s efforts to enhance the crim-
inal justice system’s response to SGBV offences already for several 
years. Working with the National Assembly, UNODC has been sup-
porting efforts to draft new legislation that will specifically criminal-
ize sexual and gender-based violence committed in the context of 
terrorist activity. 

UN Calls For A Victim-Centered Criminal Justice Response To Sexual Violence In Conflict 

UNODC Country Representative, Oliver Stolpe; NDLEA Chairman, Brig. General (Rtd.) Mohamed 
Buba Marwa; EU Representative, Eleni Zerzelidou; flanked by members of the drugs project team as 
they unveil the Standard Policy and Practice Guidelines for NDLEA Counselling Centres and the 
National Guidelines for the Treatment of Substance Use Disorders.  
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T he Government of Lagos State has inaugurated a special 
committee to drive the implementation of the food security 

and nutrition analysis (Cadre Harmonise) in the state.  
This is consequent to a decision by the Federal Government 
through the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development to 
expand the analysis to the rest of the country after a successful 
implementation in 16 northern states and federal Capital Territory 
(FCT) in the last six years.  
     Five (5) more states have been earmarked in the current expan-
sion phase, bringing the total number of states to be analysed in 
October 2021 to twenty one (21) states and the FCT.  
     At the inauguration of the special committee in Lagos in June 
2021, the State’s Commissioner of Agriculture, Ms. Ruth Abisola 
Olusanya, said earlier phases facilitated by National Programme 
for Food Security by the Lagos State Agriculture Development Au-
thority (LSADA) were very successful. 
     “I hope you will be able to deploy the early warning tool for the 
analysis of acute food and nutrition insecurity as it relates to Lagos 
State”, she told the committee members.  
     The outcome from the Cadre Harmonise analysis or CH in short 
provides early warning alert to national and state governments as 
well as development partners including the humanitarian commu-
nity on prevailing and projected food security and nutrition situa-
tion with locations and is used to galvanise support towards target-
ed actions.  

    The CH tool has been operational in the states of 
Adamawa, Bauchi, Benue, Borno, Gombe, Jigawa, 
Kaduna, Kano, Katsina, Kebbi, Niger, Plateau, Sokoto, 
Taraba, Yobe, Zamfara and FCT. While the new states 
are Cross Rivers, Edo, Enugu, Abia and Lagos states. 
     Recall in March the Permanent Secretary Federal 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 
(FMARD) Dr. Earnest Umakhihe said FMARD manage-
ment “approved the expansion of CH activities to oth-
er states of Nigeria so as to achieve a nationwide cov-
erage to facilitate the generation of a general view of 
food security and nutrition situation in Nigeria”. 
     Taking ownership of the process and expanding it 

to other states in the country has always been one of the recom-
mendations of the UN Agencies at the helm of the process. At the 
March 2021 launch, the Representative of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in Nigeria and to the Eco-
nomic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), Fred Kafeero, 
said since 2015 when the process was first introduced in Nigeria, its 
results have become a major yardstick for identifying vulnerable 
populations in need of humanitarian assistance. 
     The CH analysis, a unifying tool that helps to produce relevant, 
consensual, rigorous, and transparent analyses of current and pro-
jected food and nutrition situations, is led by the Government of 
Nigeria, facilitated through the National Programme for Food Secu-
rity (NPFS) with financial and technical support from FAO, the Per-
manent Interstate Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel 
(CILSS), the World Food Programme (WFP), the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), European Union, the French Develop-
ment Agency and the United States Agency for International Devel-
opment (USAID).  
     It classifies the severity of food and nutrition insecurity based on 
thOther members of the technical committee of the CH Technical 
Working Group (TWG) are the Famine Early Warning Systems Net-
work (FEWSNET), Integrated Food Security Phase Classification 
(IPC), International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Soci-
eties (IFRC), Oxfam, Administration for Children & Families (ACF) 
and Save the Children. 

Food Security, Nutrition Analysis Expands To 21 States And FCT As Lagos                      
Inaugurates Committee 

I n Nigeria, conflicts between farmers and pastoral herdsmen 
is wide spread due to growing population, climate change 

effects and other factors causing competition for natural re-
sources. This has led to large-scale displacements, loss of lives 
and properties, economic hardships and threat to food security. 
     Alhaji Aminu Jauro, a herder from Jalingo in Taraba State, is 
one of more than 1 800 farmers and herders empowered with 
knowledge on alternative animal feeds production through the 
‘Integrated Approach to Building Peace to Farmers-Herders 
Crisis’ project piloted in Benue, Nasarawa and Taraba States. It 
aimed to strengthen interdependence between the farmers and 
herders to curb violence. Another 7 850 farmers and herders 
are indirectly benefitted from the project in the three states.  
     Jauro did not know that he could actually cultivate grass for 
his animals as an alternative feedstock. Each year he would take 
his cows and goats to open lands and valleys for grazing. At 
some point, this caused destruction to farmers’ crops.  
     “Getting grass for feeding the animals was so difficult espe-
cially during the dry seasons. At times we lost some of our ani-
mals. We were even forced to sell some at throw away prices 
due to poor health,” he recalls.    
     However, this is now history. After attending a special train-
ing on alternative feeds production, he now owns a farm – Haju-
ro Farm where he cultivates napier grass for his animals. He also 
sells the surplus.  

     “Look at our 
cows,” he said while 
pointing at his herd, 
“We are just coming 
out of the dry season, 
but they all look 
healthy, unlike the 
case before. The 
napier grass has real-
ly sustained them.” 
According to Jauro, this has also positively impacted on the milk.    
“Good feeding has also helped them to produce more milk as well, 
from two litres to six or seven litres a day per cow on average,” he 
joyously discloses.  
     He now plans to expand his half-hectare grass-legume plantation 
located in Mallam-Audu area also in Taraba State, to three hectares.  
Jauro said the cattle are within a ranch and are fed with the Napier 
grass daily, “There is no more conflicts with farmers. I cultivate my 
own fodder,” he says. 
     Coordinated by the United Nations in Nigeria, the project was 
jointly implemented by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO), the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP), UN Women and the UN’s Human Rights Office (OHCHR) with 
funding from the Peace Building Support Office (PBSO). 

Sowing Seeds Of Peaceful Coexistence Between Farmers And Herders 

A cross-section of the Special Committee the implementation of the food security and nutrition 
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W hen Zainab Olowoyo got COVID-19, she was one of thou-
sands of people residing in the populous Lagos State 

whose case was not severe enough for her to be sent to the near-
est isolation unit. Instead, Zainab received hospital-level care in 
her own home through a Home Based Care (HBC) programme 
implemented by the state government in collaboration with the 
World Health Organization (WHO). She had a smooth recovery 
and was cleared of the virus within ten days.  
     “Being treated at home was the best arrangement for me,” 
Olowoyo says. “I received a COVID pack with everything I needed 
and never felt neglected as I also had daily calls from the health 
officials, who closely monitored my recovery.” 
     Having discovered its index COVID-19 case on 28 February 
2020, As confirmed cases surged during the two waves in the 
country, Lagos State became the epicentre of the outbreak, ac-
counting for 35% of cumulative cases, which threatened to over-
whelm local health systems.  
     During the initial surge implementation phase of Home Based 
Care between February and April this year, 1060 people were 
managed under the programme in six high burden districts of 
Lagos State without a single death being recorded. This account-
ed for 81.4% of the total number of cases. The programme was 
subsequently extended to all 37 Nigerian states and the country’s 
Federal Capital Territory.  
     “The benefit of the Home Based Care arrangement in Nigeria 
is two-pronged; firstly, it is a patient-centred approach to care, 
and secondly, it frees up limited bed spaces in the treatment 
centres for the more severe cases of COVID-19,” says Dr. Comfort 
Kusimo, WHO Incident Management System Coordinator, Lagos 
State.   
     Before the implementation of Home Based Care in Lagos 
State, the bed capacity across all isolation centres was 605 with 
an average of 98 beds occupied weekly. Since implementation, 
the capacity is 526 with an average of just seven beds occupied 
weekly. 

     ‘’The Home Based Care approach drastically reduced the bed 
occupancy in our isolation centre, thereby increasing our capacity 
to manage those in need of emergency care,’’ says Dr. Olusola 
Adejumo, a clinician at the Lagos State infectious disease isolation 
centre. 
     Meanwhile, patients like Zainab who were asymptomatic or only 
experienced mild symptoms and had no underlying co-morbidities 
were managed and monitored entirely in their own homes. In addi-
tion to an initial face to face evaluation and subsequent monitoring 
through text messages and phone calls, they were also provided 
with psychosocial support. If they developed severe symptoms, 
they were transferred to the nearest isolation centre for further 
treatment. After recovery, they received follow-up calls for an aver-
age period of 14 to 28 days.  
     Dr. Kusimo attributed the success of the programme to the care-
ful selection of medical officers and clear communication between 
them and their patients, as well as regular feedback to the state.  
“The most important reason why this intervention worked so effec-
tively was the passion and commitment that was brought to the 
fore by these medical officers, who voluntarily enrolled to help 
support the decentralization of care”, he adds.  
     In each of Lagos State’s six high burden districts, there were 
weekly coordination meetings where medical officers would pro-
vide a report of all patients under their care, fostering a strong 
culture of accountability.  
     “I felt proud to be part of the Home Based Care programme,” 
says Dr Koseda Omogbemi, one of the medical officers involved. “It 
helped me to reach and support patients safely and efficiently.”  
“Home Based Care has not only helped to reduce the strain on 
local government resources, but also to alleviate fear and stigma 
around the virus within the community,” says Dr. Rosemary 
Onyibe, WHO Zonal Coordinator for the Southwest Zone, which 
comprises Lagos State. “Many people’s understanding of COVID-19 
has been significantly improved, and they will now be better 
equipped to play their part in the ongoing response.” 

                               Home Based Care Boosts Nigeria’s COVID-19 Fight 

A WHO staff speaking to enrolee of Home Based Care (HBC) programme after recovery 



13 

I n line with its mandate to create awareness on Intellectual 
Property (IP) and support the government’s efforts in building 

capacity in this area, the World Intellectual Property Organisation 
(WIPO) Nigeria Office (WNO) on April 26, 2020, launched the 
maiden edition of the WIPO National IP Essay Competition which 
was won by Ms. Susan Chioma Omeh, of the University of Nige-
ria, Nsuka (UNN). 
     “To support her further development in the field of IP, the 
over-all winner, Ms Omeh, received a WIPO scholarship to partic-
ipate in the blended Advanced International Certificate Course on 
IP Asset Management organized by the WIPO Academy and 
the Korean IP Office (KIPO)”  
     The competition, designed for students of tertiary institutions 
in Nigeria, invited submissions of essays not exceeding 1500 
words on the topic, “Making Innovation work for a Green Future 
in Nigeria”. This was aimed at stimulating research, interest, and 
engagement with the field of IP by students of Nigeria’s tertiary 
institutions.  
     A total of 262 entries were received for the competition. A 
panel of judges made up of seasoned policy, legal and academic 
experts in the field of IP assessed the entries. 
     Following a detailed review and assessment process by the 
panel of Judges, 15 winners emerged and were announced on 
July 28, 2020 They were Ms. Susan C. Omeh, University of Nige-
ria; Ms. Chantelle Chiwetalu, University of Nigeria; Mr. 
Olanrewaju Toheeb Balogun, Lagos State University; Mr. Rotimi F. 
Owolabi, Obafemi Awolowo University; Mr. Chibuzor Paul Ndu-
bisi, University of Nigeria; Mr. Habeebullah Asudemade, Universi-
ty of Ibadan; Ms. Blessing Anurika Nwankwo, Obafemi Awolowo 
University; and Ms. Rafiat Temitura Shittu, University of Lagos.  
Others were Mr. Abasi- Akara Edet, University of Nigeria; Mr. 
Victor Fabarebo, University of Ibadan; Ms. Oghosa Agnes Eghe- 
Abe, Afe Babalola University; Ms. Ngozi Agatha Umeodinka, La-
gos State University; Mr. Sina Victor Akinmusire, Lagos State Uni-
versity; and Ms. Amarachukwu Elekwa, Afe Babalola University. 
     The first and second runners-up also received scholarships to 
attend the WIPO Summer School in South Africa.  Additionally, all 
the other winners (and finalists) were offered WIPO Academy 
scholarships to enroll in any of WIPO’s Distance Learning courses 
of their choosing. The winners benefited from IP internship/
fellowship opportunities, and were presented with WIPO certifi-
cates of achievement, as well as an opportunity to participate in a 

WIPO organized IP study tour – an activity which formed a key 
component of their learning experience.   
     “The IP study tour took place in Abuja, from April 14 – 16, 2021. 
A total of eight substantive learning sessions were covered over the 
course of the three days, incorporating mentoring, lectures, and 
institutional study visits.   
     The winners visited and met with the Director General and Man-
agement of the Nigerian Copyright Commission (NCC), the Director 
General and Management of the National Office for Technology 
Acquisition and Promotion (NOTAP), the Registrars and leadership 
of the Trademarks as well as Patents and Designs Registries, and 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, where they were warmly received 
by the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs, H.E. Mr. Geoffrey 
Onyeama”    

WIPO Launches National IP Essay Competition, UNN Female Student Emerges 
Overall Winner 

WIPO Nigeria and Winners of the WIPO National IP Study Tour with the Hon. Minister for Foreign Affairs- H.E. Geoffrey Onyeama on a visit to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 

2nd Runner up, Mr. Toheeb Balogun, presents a souvenir to the Minister of For-
eign Affairs, H.E. Geoffrey Onyeama  

Winners of the Essay Competition with the DG, NCC - Mr. John Asein and NCC 
Management 
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     Girls Can Still Fulfill Their Dreams Through ‘Second Chance’ Education 

T he sun was burning hot outside a temporary learning 
space located at the Ngurno IDP Camp in Monguno, North 

East Nigeria, on a typical Monday. Dozens of internally dis-
placed children, mostly from neighbouring Baga, listened as 
lessons continued undisrupted. 
     In Class 3, Falmata Mohammed reached for the bottle inside 
her school bag and took a sip of cool water. A couple of other 
children in the classroom did the same. 
     A few weeks back, the scenario would have been different. 
Thirsty and sweaty, many children would have run out of the 
school to their homes to drink water, abruptly ending their 
learning for the day. 
     “My friends and I used to rush home from school to drink 
water whenever it got very hot,’’ said 12-year-old Falmata. 
“Sometimes I waited to use the toilet before returning to 
school. Sometimes I had to wait for my friends to finish before 
we returned to school. That does not happen anymore since 
UNICEF gave me school supplies. I have everything I need to 
stay in school now.” 
     Indeed, schooling has assumed a whole new dimension since 
UNICEF, with support from the European Civil Protection and 
Humanitarian Aid Union (ECHO) distributed water bottles, 
school bags and learning materials to children at the centre.   
     Like Falmata, many children in the school are from displaced, 
vulnerable families without stable sources of income. For these 
children, reading and learning materials are a luxury. UNICEF is 
bridging this gap with critical learning materials to retain chil-
dren in school. 
     The temporary learning space, also constructed with support 
from ECHO, provides shelter and a safe space for the children. 
While the water bottles help children stay hydrated and focused 
in class, the learning materials facilitate continuous education, 
even outside school hours. 
     Yohanna Ibrahim, a community volunteer teacher at the 
centre, says coordination has become easier with the instruc-
tional materials supplied by UNICEF. 
     “Classes are more manageable now and less stressful. Chil-
dren have stopped going home during school hours and it has 

made coordination easy for us tutors. Children feel happier now to 
come to school and parents now bring their children willingly,’’ he 
said. 
Barnabas Iliya, a 14-year-old Class 3 student, said the intervention 
will help him realize his dream of becoming a teacher. 
     “I never had a bag, books and water bottle before. Staying in 
school was difficult, especially when I got extremely thirsty. But now I 
have everything I need to be in school. I hope to become a teacher 
and do something good with my life in the future,’’ he said. 

                                                                                                                                                                   Keeping Falmata In School                                                     
In Monguno, North East Nigeria, UNICEF is providing conflict-affected children with the supplies they need to stay in school 

A cross Nigeria, girls are experiencing various forms of gen-
der-based violence, with many forced into child marriage. 

In the northern part of Nigeria, girls are married off between 
the ages of 15 and 18, resulting in high rates of school dropouts. 

     This is the story of Fatima Abubakar Sani (Not real name) a 

22-year-old mother of two girls from Kofar Danmarke in Sokoto 
North, who was a survivor of early child marriage and conse-
quently, denied access to formal education. Fatima’s story is not 
unique as this is the reality of thousands of girls in the northeast 
region.  
     Fatima suffered physical, sexual, psychological, and economic 
violence. She was also denied socializing with other people in 
the “Kunle” (confined) system of marriage in the northern part 
of Nigeria. 
     But through joint efforts of EU-UN Spotlight Initiative project, 
Neem Foundation identified Fatima through the Ministry of 
Women and Children Affairs in Sokoto state and enrolled her 
into the Centre. She is currently benefitting from value-based 
education, second chance education (in basic literacy and nu-
meracy), psychosocial support services (through group and 
individual counselling & Expressive therapy), Socio-economic 

and skill acquisition.  
     Through the Spotlight 
Initiative project, she is 
now able to identify 
alphabets, read three 
letter words, write her 
name, and solve simple 
arithmetic problems. 
She has equally shown 
remarkable improve-
ment through her psy-
chological healing process from ‘severe to mild’. Fatima was also able 
to convince her husband to enroll their daughters into formal educa-
tion, after having witnessed impact of the project on Fatima’s life. 
     In her words,” I have been impacted significantly by my encounter 
with the joint EU-UN Spotlight Initiative project through Neem Foun-
dation and by the grace of God I will do my best to advocate for girls 
like me that were forced into early marriage to be given a second 
chance to education to fulfil their dreams. All hope is not lost. I want 
to appreciate joint EU-UN Spotlight Initiative and the tireless efforts 
of Neem Foundation Staff in impacting our lives”. 

Falmata Mohammed  
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Captions, from left to right in a clockwise direction 

1. All for UN Deputy Secretary-General Amina J. Mohammed on 25 J une: L-R: US Ambassador to Nigeria, H.E. Amb. Mary Beth Leon-
ard; Hon. Minister of Industry, Trade and Investment, Otunba Adeniyi Adebayo; Hon. Minister of Transportation, Rt. Hon.  
Chibuike Rotimi Amaechi; Bishop of Catholic Diocese of Sokoto, Bishop Matthew Kukah; and Governor of Kaduna State, H.E. Mal-
am Nasir Ahmad el-Rufai  at the 60th birthday lecture for the UN Deputy Secretary General in Abuja. 

2. L-R: Former President of Liberia,  H.E. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf; Chief of Staff to the President of Nigeria, Prof Ibrahim Gambari; and 
the UN Deputy Secretary-General Amina J. Mohammed  in Abuja. 25 June. 

3. UN Deputy Secretary-General Amina J. Mohammed  (Left) and the Chairman of the LEADERSHIP Media Group, publishers 
of LEADERSHIP newspaper titles, Mrs Zainab Nda-Isaiah, during a courtesy visit to the “Last Word LEADERSHIP Podcast Studio” in 
Abuja. 28 June. 


