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calls received by 24/7 
national hotline since 
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survivors who received 
psychosocial support 
from UNFPA mobile 

teams in 2016
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528

reproductive health 
kits delivered to 
eastern Ukraine

5
additional mobile 

teams deployed under 
UNFPA humanitarian 

project in October 

1
shelter for GBV 

survivors opened in 
Kharkiv in December  

UNFPA AND GIZ PARTNERSHIP:
ADDRESSING THE NEEDS OF THE MOST VULNERABLE  
According to UNFPA 
assessment, an increasing rate 
of gender-based violence is 
observed in families of militants, 
returning from eastern conflict 
area. The same report shows 
that the problem is the most 
severe in Zaporizhzhia and 
Dnipropetrovsk regions, which 
should be prioritized. 

UNFPA and GIZ (Gesellschaft für
Internationale Zusammenarbeit) 
have signed a partnership aimed 
at solving the problem of gender-
based violence in these regions. 
The goal of this partnership is to 
conduct professional trainings for 
psychologists and to strengthen 
intersectoral action on local 
levels.
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OPENING A SHELTER IN KHARKIV - 
A HOME THAT SUPPORTS

In December 2016, UNFPA opened a shelter for GBV survivors 
in Kharkiv, the largest city in eastern Ukraine. It is the first 
shelter of this type in Ukraine.

Gender-based violence is a 
widespread issue in Ukraine, especially 
in conflict-affected regions, the 
number of GBV survivors is increasing. 
Along with it, the need for shelters to 
which women can escape remains very 
high. After ensuring a survivor's safety, 
the main goal of a shelter is to provide 
social, psychological, and legal 
support for women, who experienced 
violence, and to help them stabilize 
their private life. 

The new shelter, opened by UNFPA in 
Kharkiv has bedrooms, bathrooms, and 
a kitchen and is designed for 10 
people to stay there up to six months. 
For the residents' security, the address 
is kept secret from everyone other than 
representatives of local social services 
and NGOs dealing with violence in 
families.

Trainings developed on a basis of 
the best international practices will 
include special study tours to 
Romania for UNFPA mobile team 
workers. Another significant 
aspect of UNFPA and GIZ 
partnership is opening shelters for 
victims of gender-based violence 
in Zaporizhzhia and Dnipropetrovsk 
regions. 
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MURALS AS SYMBOLS OF MOVEMENT AGAINST 
GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE  

On 25 November 2016, the International Day for the Elimination 
of Violence against Women, UNFPA opened two murals in 
Kramatorsk and Severodonetsk symbolizing peace in every 
family and respect for women and girls.

"The work of a gynaecologist 
is full of blood", says the 
military doctor. "This is the 
reason why I was not afraid 
to go to war".

UNFPA REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH 
KITS SAVING LIVES 
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According to UNFPA 

assessment, gender-based 

violence remains a silent and 

hidden problem in Ukraine. It 

highlights the importance of 

UNFPA activities in Ukraine. A 

round of the Rozirvy Kolo 

(Break the circle) awareness-

raising campaign in five 

conflict-affected regions was 

followed by community-

outreach events conducted by 

UNFPA mobile teams. 

Due to the humanitarian crisis in 
eastern Ukraine, the number of 
people in need has increased to 3.8 
million as reported in Humanitarian 
Response Plan. In addition to food, 
water, and primary health care, the 
affected people also need 
reproductive health program as a 
lifesaving intervention.

Dr. Rostyslav Petruniak is a 
professional obstetrician-
gynaecologist with 20 years 
of experience. Since October 
2015, the doctor has 
performed more than 100 
gynaecological surgeries all 
assisted with UNFPA 
reproductive health kits.

As of January 2017, UNFPA has 
delivered more than 528 reproductive 
health kits to conflict-affected regions 
of eastern Ukraine. These kits are 
intended to assist more than 50,000 
women, including 14,000 with normal 
ones and 9,000 with complicated 
deliveries, also of C-Sections and 
miscarriages.

Women and babies can die without 
access to basic emergency obstetric 
and newborn care, including prenatal 
care. In 2015, the doctor used UNFPA 
reproductive health kits to provide 
medical assistance in Artemivsk 

(Bakhmut) or Chasiv Yar.  
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A NEW HOME AND LESS STRESS - 
THE STORY OF A SURVIVOR FROM DONETSK 
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Thousands of people in the conflict-affected areas 
of eastern Ukraine have either witnessed, or 
experienced gender-based violence (GBV). UNFPA 
mobile teams help to break the silence and heal 
the physical and emotional wounds of GBV 
survivors. 

Among those particularly vulnerable are IDPs  like 
Tetiana, who lived peacefully with her husband in 
a rural area of Donetsk before the conflict broke 
out. Since then, their lives have changed 
dramatically. 

After Tetiana's husband refused to accept an 
"invitation" to join the armed militants, he was 
kidnapped and tortured for several days. The 
militants brutally beat Tetiana too, kicking her 
teeth in and slashing her face. The family fled to 
Kharkiv, scared by the militants' threats to kill 
their children.

Unfortunately, the nightmare was not over for 
them. Tetiana's husband remained haunted by 
the horrors he had experienced - he became 
paranoid and aggressive. The couple decided to 
separate in order to protect their children from 
additional stress. It was during that period that 
Tetiana met psychologist Svitlana Tevantseva, a 
UNFPA mobile team coordinator, while seeking 
social and psychosocial support. Tetiana asked 
for help in finding an apartment, and later 
revealed the whole story. 

Fulfilling one of their core functions, the mobile 
team referred her to "AMMA" association helped 
to reduce her stress. Tetiana and her children 
found a new home in 70 kilometres from 
Kharkiv and started to help other families with 
similar problems.



HARMONIZING RESPONSES TO 
GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE
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In Sep. 2016 - Feb. 2017, 
UNFPA mobile teams 
provided psychosocial 
assistance in 5,262 cases of 
gender-based violence 
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UNFPA helps improve 
intersectoral coordination 
mechanisms to prevent and 
respond to gender-based 
violence. 

The Fund brings together 
representatives of social protection 
and healthcare departments, national 
police, legal aid centres, and social 
service centres for family, children, 
and youth to share best practices. 

UNFPA organised a workshop in 
Sviatohirsk (25-28 October) aiming 
to establish an effective multi-
sectoral coordination mechanism to 
harmonize the actions of all relevant 
institutions. 

United Nations Population Fund
Country Office in Ukraine (Kyiv)
http://www.unfpa.org.ua 
email: ukraine.office@unfpa.org

United Nations Population Fund
Regional Office for Eastern Europe and Central Asia (Istanbul)
http://eeca.unfpa.org 
email: eecaro.office@unfpa.org 

Delivering a world where every pregnancy is wanted, every childbirth is safe and every young person's potential is fulfilled
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