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Health Cluster Bulletin 

Turkey Cross-Border 

 

June 2021 

3.1 Million  
PEOPLE IN NEED OF 

HEALTH ASSISTANCE in 

NWS, as per HNO 2021 

11 ATTACKS***  
ON HEALTH CARE 
 
 

 

4.3 Million**  
SYRIAN REFUGEES IN 
TURKEY 
 

143 HEALTH CLUSTER PARTNERS (HRP & NON 

HRP) 
41 IMPLEMENTING PARTNERS REPORTING 
 

FUNCTIONAL HEALTH FACILITIES HERAMS 

181          PRIMARY HEALTH CARE FACILITIES   

72          FUNCTIONING HOSPITALS 

83          MOBILE CLINICS 

938,776    CONSULTATIONS 
12,346        MENTAL HEALTH CONSULTATONS 
17,797        REFERRALS 

 102,1374  MEDICAL PROCEDURES 

 979              NEW CONFLICT-RELATED TRAUMA CASES 

                 
  

HEALTH SERVICES 

VACCINATION 

482            EWARN SENTINEL SITES  

481         EWARN SENTINEL SITES reporting 

  

* Figures are for the Whole of Syria in 2020 

** Source UNHCR 

*** January 2021 to June 2021 

**** Figures reported, and updates are from 1 – 31 June 2021 

***** Routine immunization with the pentavalent vaccine (5 in 1 vaccine) 
****** Source: OCHA Financial Tracking System, Syrian Arab Republic Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP 2020) as of 31 May 2021, https://fts.unocha.org/ 
******* Situation Report #28: Recent Developments in Northwest Syria and RATAA (June2021). OCHA,  SitRep#28 [English] 
 

 

WOS HEALTH HRP & COVID-19 2021 

FUNDING $US ****** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12.4 Million* 
PEOPLE IN NEED OF 
HEATH CARE 
 

• One month before the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) members 
agree on the future of the UNSC Resolution 2533 (2020), the United 
Nations’ aid delivery in northwest Syria (NWS) is risking not to reach, via 
the cross-border, millions of Syrian people in need who are currently 
living under very dire security and economic challenges. They will lose 
access to essential humanitarian assistance in case the UNSCR 2533 will 
not be renewed. 

• The security and well-being of humanitarian staff in northwest Syria was 
impacted this month, and the hostilities in the southern Idleb region 
recorded serious escalation this month. A health facility in Afrin was 
seriously damaged, and more than 13 persons were reported dead, 
including four humanitarian staff and leaving eleven staff injured, 
including one midwife in a critical situation.  

• This unfortunate attack on health care caused the suspension of essential 
health life-saving services and caused structural total and partial 
damages to the health facility. The health facility’s coordinates were 
shared as part of the UN-led humanitarian deconfliction/notification 
mechanism, and it was previously targeted in October 2019.  

• The number of confirmed COVID-19 cases continues to rise in NWS, albeit 
at a slightly slower rate than observed in the past month. A total of 
25,661 confirmed COVID-19 cases were reported from NWS. However, 
11.82 % of confirmed cases were reported from internally displaced 
people (IDPs) camps which is a high percentage for overcrowded sites. 
More efforts are needed to spread awareness in the community to apply 
preventive measures, more screening, and increase vaccination 
acceptance among the people.  

• Alongside the COVID-19 response, the vaccination campaign is ongoing 
in Aleppo and Idleb. The first phase of the campaign started on the 1st 
of May 2021, targeting healthcare and humanitarian workers. The total 
vaccinated cases in the first phase are 17,783. 

• Funding continues to be a serious challenge for humanitarian aids in 
NWS. In the shade of the decision to be taken for the United Nations 
Security Council resolution (UNSCR) 2533 (2020), donors were obliged to 
hold the provision of funds before getting a clear image on the way to 
deliver aids to millions of Syrians in NWS. An urgent increase in funding 
is required as only “39 per cent of the funding, required to sustain the 
response between July and September 2021”, were received by the 
humanitarian organizations******. 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights 

SDI: Triage activity ongoing in Harim General Hospital-Idleb  

Emergency type: complex emergency 

Reporting period: 01.06.2021 to 31.06.2021 

 

 

DISEASE SURVEILLANCE 

9,935     CHILDREN AGED ˂1 VACCINATED 

***** 

              

 

          $ 576 M WoS  
 (Incl. 36.5M for 
COVID-19 vaccine 
roll out) 

        $ 178 M NWS 

155,000   RT-PCR TESTS 

  25,661   CONFIRMED COVID-19 CASES 

 35,021     PEOPLE VACCINATED 

  

COVID-19 

 

https://fts.unocha.org/
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 Situation Updates   
• While the hostility remains in northwest Syria, the United Nations Security Council members will decide in 10 

days from the end of this month the the future of the United Nations Security Council Resolution 2533 (2020).   
This UNSCR is considerd as the backbone of the humanitarian aids supported and deliverde by the United 
Nations aid, via cross-border through Turley, to  millions of vulnerable people in northwest Syria. The non-
renewal of the UNSCR will implicate serious cut of the lifeline for millions of people in need in the NWS who are 
living under very dire security and economic challenges, to lose access to essential humanitarian assistance. 

• The United Nations and humanitarian agencies serving the people in NWS are concerned about the decision to 
be taken by the UNSCR, therefore, “the Regional Humanitarian Coordinator travelled to Gaziantep on 29 – 30 
June, to meet humanitarian partners working on cross-border assistance. He met the Government of Turkey and 
continued to highlight the importance of the extension of the Security Council Resolution for the people of 
northwest Syria. UN member states, such as the United States of America, the Netherlands, Norway, the 
European Union, and the United Kingdom have also sent high level diplomatic representatives in recent weeks 
to better understand the situation on the ground and to voice their support for the extension of the Resolution1”. 

• To advocate for the renewal of the UNSCR, the United Nations published a STATEMENT ON THE RENEWAL OF 
HUMANITARIAN LIFELINE TO MILLIONS OF PEOPLE IN NORTH-WEST SYRIA. 
“In a STATEMENT on 18 June by Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC) Mark Lowcock and heads of humanitarian 
UN agencies, they called for the renewal of Security Council authorization for UN cross-border operations from 
Turkey to northwest Syria, They stressed that a failure to do so would immediately stop UN delivery of food, 
COVID-19 vaccines, critical medical supplies, shelter, protection, clean water and sanitation, and other life-saving 
assistance to 3.4 million people, including 1 million children2”. 

• The security and well-being is still a day-by-day concern and fear for the of humanitarian staff while they are 
risking the most precious of what they have, their lives, to help and alleviate the suffering of vulnerable people 
in NWS from hosy communities and IDPs. Again this month, the health humanitarian body in NWS  bled due to 
the serious escalation of hostilities in southern Idleb region. A health facility in Afrin was seriously impacted and 
damaged and more than 13 persons were reported dead, including four humanitarian staff and left one midwife 
in a critical situation. This unfortunate attack on health care caused suspension of essential health life-saving 
services and caused structural total and partial damages to the health facility. The coordinates of this health 
facility were shared as part of the UN-led humanitarian deconfliction/notification mechanism, however, it was 
targetted this month as well in October 2019. 

• The CCCM cluster tracked in the second week of June more than 5,422 individuals displaced from Jabal Alzawiya 
to safer areas. Hositility in this area was continuous led to an internal displacement movement to Al Dana district 
(receiving 1,477 IDPs) followed by Atareb (855 IDPs), Ariha (785 IDPs), Daret Azza (602 IDPs) and Maaret Tamsrin 
(515 IDPs).  The main needs for those IDPS, as per the CCCM cluster, were 61 %  cash assistance, 20 % food 
assistance, 9 % NFI items, 8 % shelters and 2 % hygiene kits.   

•  

 
1 Situation Report #28: Recent Developments in Northwest Syria and RATAA (June2021). OCHA,  SitRep#28 [English) 
2 IDEM 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20XB%20resolution%20joint%20statement%2017%20June%202021.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20XB%20resolution%20joint%20statement%2017%20June%202021.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/statement-renewal-humanitarian-lifeline-millions-people-north-west-syria
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/nw_syria_and_raata_situation_report_june2021_20210707.pdf
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COVID-19 Response & Vaccination Campaign 
 

COVID-19 Response: 

- The COVID-19 response continues 
alongside the vaccination campaign 
in Aleppo and Idleb. Meanwhile, the 
number of confirmed COVID-19 
cases continues to rise, albeit at a 
slightly slower rate than observed in 
the past month. 

- By the end of June, a total of 25,661 
confirmed COVID-19 cases were 
reported from NWS. About 85 % of 
the confirmed COVID-19 cases 
developed mild symptoms, 5 % 
developed moderate/severe 
symptoms, and 10 % of cases were 
asymptomatic. The case-fatality 
ratio in NWS was 2.75%.  

- Among all the cases, 1,602 (6.24%) 
were health care workers (physicians, dentists, nurses, pharmacists, and various medical technicians), and 
another 1,162 (4.53%) were other staff working in healthcare facilities/community health workers. 

- In fact, 11.82 % of confirmed cases were reported from internally displaced people (IDPs) camps which is a high 
percentage for overcrowded sites. More efforts are needed to spread awareness in the community to apply preventive 

measures, more screening, and increase vaccination acceptance among the people. 
- The figure below shows the positivity rate compared to the number of daily tests (graph credited to Early 

Warning Alert and Response Network-EWARN): 
 

 

- Till the end of June 2021, 22,492 (87%) COVID-19 confirmed cases have recovered, and 2,457 (9.6%) cases were 
still active. 

- The total number of recovered cases is 22,492 (11,079 from Aleppo and 11,413 from Idleb governorates). The 
recovered cases during June 2021 were 1,848.  

- The total number of death cases is 712, 38 of them were in June 2021  
- The World Health Organization (WHO) is working on a 5-month project with World Vision to support laboratory, 

surveillance, and contact tracing operations in NWS, starting on July 15th, 2021. 
- The Non-communicable diseases technical working group (NCD TWG) collaborates with the Syria immunization 

group (SIG) to create messages to encourage NCD patients to be vaccinated against COVID-19.  
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- On the Point of Entries (POEs) and COVID-19 Referral system, Pillar #4, the operations within 3 POEs were 
reactivated by the World Health Organization (WHO) through implementing partner. The support includes 
human resources, deploying a vehicle for referrals, and providing equipment and supplies, including Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPEs), of which one is cross-border, and the other 2 are crosslines. During June, almost 
18,572 travelers were screened for “Temperature measurement” within the POEs through the medical staff of 
WHO implementing partner Syria Relief and Development (SRD). Moreover, 208 suspected cases were referred 
to the referral hospitals and to the CCTCs, of which 13 were from the POEs and 195 were from the health 
facilities inside NWS. 

- Interactive info on the COVID-19’s response can be accessed via NWS COVID-19 Monitoring Dashboard 
 

COVID-19 Vaccination Campaign (AstraZeneca SII): 

- Overall, 93 vaccination teams were contracted, reaching 39,668 healthcare and social workers, people with 
NCDs and people above 60 y/o with no co-
morbidities.  

- The first phase of the campaign started on 
May 1st, 2021, targeting healthcare and 
humanitarian workers. The total vaccinated 
cases in the first phase are 17,783.  

- The second phase of the campaign started on 
June 7th, 2021, targeting healthcare and social 
workers and people with NCDs. The total 
vaccinated cases in second phase are 16,348.  

- The third phase of the campaign started on 
July 1st, 2021, targeting healthcare and social 
workers, people with NCDs and above 60 
years old. The total vaccinated cases in third 
phase are 5,537.  

- As well, social mobilization continues to be 
essential, to ensure people have access to full 
and transparent information to understand 
the importance of the vaccination for their 
own protection, as well as for their patients 
and communities. 

- The strategy of Implementation: 

• Training for the service providers was conducted prior to the vaccination campaign. 

• More than 495 health facilities will be covered (285 in Idleb and 210 in Aleppo).  

• 93 newly assigned vaccination teams with 4 members/team were identified. 

• Each team will vaccinate the health staff of defined health facilities and humanitarian workers in non-

health NGOs.  

• More than one visit to be held to each health facility to vaccinate the staff. 

• The people with co-morbidities will be included in the vaccination plan starting June 7th, 2021. 

- Interactive info on the vaccination campaign can be accessed via SIG-COVAX Dashboard 
 

Adverse Events Following Immunization (AEFI): 

- Post-vaccination monitoring for 20-30 minutes by a designated team member. 
- Each team was provided with an anaphylactic shock kit. In addition, a total of 93 AEFI doctors were recruited 

to manage the cases with AEFI (one for each team) 
- Until  July 1st, 452 AEFI cases were reported, which form 1.8 % out of the 35,021 vaccinated beneficiaries.  
- The AEFI were 435 mild cases and 17 moderate cases (4%). The most common AEFI were headache (76%), 

Tiredness (68%), local pain(65%), Muscle pain(57%), and fever (55%). No life-threatening AEFI were reported. 
 

 
 

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNTRiMmZiMTAtNWYzZC00M2RmLWFkOTktZWZlMjQ4NmFhOWVhIiwidCI6ImY2MTBjMGI3LWJkMjQtNGIzOS04MTBiLTNkYzI4MGFmYjU5MCIsImMiOjh9&pageName=ReportSectionb57388c4c756b1036a93
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMjBmYmM5MTAtOGQzZS00NzZlLWE2YWQtODc5ZWIzNzMxNjJjIiwidCI6ImQ4OTI4NjQwLWJiNzYtNDRlMi1iMzdkLWMxODhlNzVhMWZlNyIsImMiOjl9
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Attacks on Health Care: 
 

In general, this month witnessed the largest escalation of hostilities since the establishment of the ceasefire in 
March 2020. The people in NWS are suffering from the volatile situation and the insecurity in their homes and IDPs 
settlements. The south of the M4 highway and around the M5 highway are still the hot areas as the majority of the 
hostalities are reported from these areas.. Moreover, improvised explosive devices (IED) and unexploded ordnance 
(UXO) are putting the lives and well-being of civilians and health workers in serious danger on a daily basis. 
Humanitarian workers, including medical staff, were killed as a result of shelling in northwest Syria and Ras al-Ain 
and Tell Abiad areas.  

 

In total, 11 attacks on health care were reported from 
January 1st until the end of June 2021. On June 12th, 
one attack on health care was recorded through the 
Surveillance System for Attacks on Health Care (SSA) 
for NWS. A total of 13 deaths and 26 injuries were 
reported. The health Cluster published Flash Update 
# 130 in that regard. 

 

The Afrin hospital reported receiving two missiles that 
hit the emergency and the labor and delivery rooms 
and killed 13 people, including two hospital staff from 
the Syrian American Medical Society (SAMS), two 
humanitarian workers from SHAFAK organization. 
While the condition of one midwife was critical, 
additional ten injured cases of the hospital medical 
staff were reported. This was followed by a missile 
strike that hit within 100 meters of the hospital. The 
health services were suspended, and patients were 
evacuated to nearby facilities. The attack caused 
structural total and partial damages to the emergency 
room, the outpatient department, the laboratory, 
radiology, and the delivery rooms.  This hospital is one 
of the largest medical facilities in northern Syria, 
providing an average of 15,000 medical services each month, including 350 newborn deliveries and 250 specialized 
surgeries. The hospital’s coordinates were shared as part of the UN-led humanitarian deconfliction/notification 

mechanism, and it was previously targeted in October 2019.  

 

In addition to Joint Statement from the United Nations 
Resident Coordinator and Humanitarian Coordinator in 
Syria, Imran Riza, and Regional Humanitarian Coordinator 
for the Syria Crisis, Muhannad Hadi, the WHO condemned 
in another Statement the attacks on the hospital in Afrin. 
Also, Dr Tedros twitted a call to protect the health, welfare 
and lives of healthcare workers on the frontline as it is 
critical to enable a better response. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/who-condemns-attacks-on-hospital-in-afrin-northwest-syria.html
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Early Warning Alert and Response Network (EWARN) 
 

Number of reporting sites in epi week 23 to 26: A 

total of 481 out of 482 reporting sites submitted 

their weekly reports. The % of completeness of 

reporting (all locations) recorded in June 2021 was 

100 % (205 reports), and 100 % of all outbreaks 

responded to/investigated in a timely manner 

(within 72 hrs) in all locations. 

 

 
Figure of reporting rate until end of June 2021 
 

 

The total number of consultations in week 13: Total 

consultations were 28,872 marking a 2% decrease in 

comparison to the previous week (n=29,519). 

The number of alerts in week 13: From epi week 

23 until epi week 26, 53 alerts were reported 

(aside from leishmaniasis). Out of the total, 47 

alerts were discarded, 1 alert was classified as 

true alert, 5 alerts were pending classification.  

No outbreak was detected this year to date.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Morbidity Patterns 

Chickenpox: received in epi week 23, from in Ras Al 

Ain subdistrict was classified as a false alert. 

STF: One alert was confirmed from Daret Azza 

subdistrict, Jebel Samaan district, Aleppo 

governorate, in epi week 23.  

Acute Bloody Diarrhea (ABD): One alert was 

received in epi week 25, from Ghandorah subdistrict, 

Jarablus district, Aleppo governorate, and was 

classified as a false alert. 

Leishmaniasis: to respond to the outbreak in Ar-

Raqqa and Al-Hasakeh governorates, EWARN teams 

launched an insecticide spraying campaign in Suluk 

subdistrict, Ar-Raqqa governorate, and Ras Al Ain 

subdistrict, Al Hasakeh governorate. The teams 

sprayed a total of 2,305 houses: 834 in Suluk and 

1,471 in Ras Al Ain. 

 

The table below shows the EWARN laboratories’ 

activities conducted this month: 

 

The details of each syndrome / disease and alerts for 

northern Syria are illustrated in the Weekly EWARN 

Bulletins  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.acu-sy.org/en/epi-reports/
https://www.acu-sy.org/en/epi-reports/


Health Cluster Action

a. Coordination: 

The Health cluster held two coordination meetings in June 2021, attended by an average of 97 representatives from 
health agencies, local and international NGOs, in addition to representatives from UN agencies, donors, and 
observers. The technical working groups and taskforces were continuously held. The Thalassemia taskforce was 
reactivated recently under the NCD technical working group due to the need reported from the field to support 
Thalassemia patients in NWS. 

Along with the COVID-19 response, the health cluster is closely working with health partners to support and ensure 
maintaining the regular health care services in high priority areas in northwest Syria and border areas. Advocacy is 
ongoing with donors to fill critical gaps in the response and to avoid any disruption of health services for COVID-19 
response. 

The health cluster reactivated the Advocacy and Communication working group (ACWG) to address issues in the 
areas of advocacy and community engagamnet. A link to update the member list was already shared with the health 
cluster contact list. This working group will be working closely with the members on advocacy and communication 
messages linked to the renewal of the United Nations Cross-border Resolution (UNCSR) 2533, COVID-19 prevention 
measures and vaccination campaign. 

As the expiration of the current United Nations Cross-border Resolution (UNCSR) 2533 to come soon on July 10th, 
2021, the Health Cluster, in close coordination with the WHE Lead/Head of Gaziantep Field Presence, kick-off a 
special taskforce to work on Health Cluster Contingency plan for scenario of new renewal of UNSCR.  Six participants 
from NGOs, INGOs, NGO forums attended the meeting in addition to WHO WHE and the health cluster coordination 
team. As well, along with the COVID-19 response, the health cluster is closely working with health partners to ensure 
maintaining the regular health care services and to support the continuation of the healthcare services in high 
priority areas in northwest Syria and border areas supporting health facilities, mobile clinics support in some hard 
to reach locations. Advocacy is ongoing with donors to fill critical gaps in the response and to avoid any disruption 
of health services for COVID-19 response. 

The final recommendations from this special taskforce were: 

➢ To continue the taskforce meetings on a regular basis to monitor the evolution of the situation and agree 
on a common strategy 

➢ To Draft a health Cluster's preparedness plan and share with TF members for inputs/feed-back 
➢ To learn from the scenarios in different countries, such as Ukraine, Iraq, and Yemen. 
➢ To prepare key messages to be part of the advocacy messages for donors on behalf of the health cluster. 
➢ To defines the scenarios (including potential challenges, impact, and consequences) and identify areas 

that be potentially impacted by the no-renewal of the UNSCR. 
➢ To engage with OCHA and other Clusters to have an inter-cluster contingency document. 

 
Under the UNSCR 2533, the Syria Cross-border Humanitarian Fund (SCHF) continues to provide essential financial 
support to respond to critical needs and to allow partners to boost response and preparedness in priority areas and 
strengthen integration and coordination of interventions. From the beginning of 2021 to the date of reporting, the 
SCHF has received a total of US$102 million dollars from ten donors in paid contributions. With this funding, the 
SCHF has triggered until the end of June 2021 three  and one standard allocation. 

The Syria Cross-border and Humanitarian Fund’s 3rd Reserve allocation for 2021 (SCHF RA3-2021), US$25 million, 
was launched, and the target clusters were CCCM, Education, FSL. Health and WASH. It will help to contribute to 
preparedness and protection efforts ahead of the winter and flood season and to address the identified critical gaps 
and emergency needs to enable the appropriate and timely provision of humanitarian assistance to the most 
vulnerable people in northwest Syria”. The health cluster coordination team worked closely with the SCHF team, 
with close consultation with the WHO’s technical officers, on urgent gaps and needs to be considered in NWS. 
Secure funds USD 800,000 from SCHF RA3-2021 for a pediatric hospital in Sarmada, which is the top priority for the 
provision of specialized health care in the Al Dana sub-district. The SCHF continues to provide important funds to 
respond to critical needs and to allow partners to boost response and preparedness in priority areas and strengthen 
integration and coordination of interventions. From the beginning of 2021 to the date of reporting, the SCHF has 
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received a total of US$102 million dollars from ten donors in paid contributions. With this funding, the SCHF has 
triggered three allocations. 

On the humanitarian Response Plan, HRP 2021, the projects review process has been completed, and the list was 
shared with WoS with a total of 69 health projects from 56 agencies.  The Health Clusters’ total financial 
requirements for Syria are US$ 576 million. A total of USD 178 million is appealed for NWS for 27 projects owned 
by 24 partners. The projects submitted by partners will cover almost all the areas of the response and will focus on 
the priorities reflected in the HRP projects: 1) Life-saving emergency response; 2) Maintain/sustain the ongoing 
response to avoid uninterrupted health services in the NW region, which obviously include support to all levels of 
health care at primary’s secondary and tertiary level.; 3) Some projects are directly or indirectly supporting the 
Health System Strengthening interventions; 4) MHPSS’ huge needs on the clinical side also a huge demand for 
psychosocial counseling; 5) Sexual and Reproductive Health (SRH)/Mother and child health interventions. 

For this year, the overall number of PiN (People in Need) increased due to the increased vulnerability in Syria, the 
diminishment of resources, limited available resources Also, the health system is suffering to cope with the 
increasing needs, especially with the limited humanitarian space and access challenges. Furthermore, the COVID-
19 outbreak in NWS overburdened the humanitarian response and the health system, and contributed to the 
increase of PiN for 2021.  

Following a request from UNHCR to ensure access to health services in new IDPs housing units in Idleb, the health 
cluster communicated and coordinated with technical working groups, task forces, and health agencies delivering 
health services (leishmaniasis, EPI, surveillance, and mobile clinics). The coordination led to support from two health 
agencies to the new IDP housing sites. 

b. Health Agencies: 

MENTOR INITIATIVE:  is supporting 70 health facilities in NWS and operating 8 leishmaniasis mobile 
treatment clinics: 4 in Idleb governorate, 1 in Afrin, 2 in Azaz and 1 in west rural Aleppo. These 8 mobile 
treatment clinics are covering 70 different mobile clinic treatment locations.   

The health agency supported the diagnosis and 
treatment of a total of 2,447 new cases of 
cutaneous leishmaniasis (51% female, 49% 
male) and conducted 37,193 leishmaniasis 
treatment consultations during this month. 

As of Epi-week 26, a total of 20,251 
leishmaniasis cases were reported this year. The 
Visceral Leishmaniasis (VL) caseload was high 
and unexpected this year compared to the 
previous 4 years. 

This month, 10 additional Visceral Leishmaniasis (VL) cases were diagnosed and were treated with IV Ambisome. 
This year, 58 cases of VL were diagnosed in NWS. The graph below shows the caseload of VL per year in NWS for 
the past 3 years. The caseload has increased dramatically in 2021 and is still increasing. Most of the VL cases are 
reported from Harim district, and recently in Jisr-Ash-Shugur district.  

 

 Humanitarian Initiative Association (HIA) provided this month 9792 medical consultations in the 

Internal Medicine hospital, in addition to 1,168 in-patient services and 92 Intensive Care Unit patients. 

Al- Basheriya and Meshmeshan PHCs provided maternity and child health services, communicable and 

non-communicable diseases health services in addition to Mental Health and Psycho-Social Services (MHPSS) at the 

PHC and the community. The beneficiaries in June in both PHCs were: 1,314 boys, 1,221 girls and 3,582 women. 

The MHPSS services provided by the health agency are non-specialized and include MHPSS case management, 

detection and referral for MHPSS cases, Psychological First Aid (PFA), and self-staff care. The main beneficiaries are 
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women, men, and children suffering from psychological problems and in both PHCs and the surrounding 

communities in Idleb governorate. 

With the latest increase in suicidal attempts in NWS, the agency is detecting potential suicidal and self-harm cases 

and provide referral support. 

The psychosocial workers (PSWs), 

provide “problem management plus” 

(PM+) for beneficiaries suffering from 

emotional problems without being 

diagnosed with mental health 

disorders, such as anxiety and mode 

disorders. Additionally, the PSWs 

conduct MHPSS group awareness 

sessions within the facilities and 

surrounding communities to increase 

the knowledge about MHPSS concerns 

and to ensure the resilience and well-

being of targeted communities. 

 

Social Development International (SDI), on the occasion of the “Blood Donation World Day”, on June 
14th, launched blood 
donation campaigns in 

all its health facilities in Idleb and 
Aleppo governorates. The aim was 
to collect blood units to be delivered 
for critical cases. The activities 
included raising awareness about 
the importance of blood donation to 
save lives, distribution of hygiene 
kits, and provision of an 
appreciation card acknowledging 
the participation in this campaign. 
The total number of the collected 
blood units through this campaign 
was approximately 400 blood units.  
 
On another front, the agency provided 172 mental health sessions to 119 beneficiaries throughout June 2021, 18 
patients received prosthesis and orthosis, 23 got maintenance for their assistive devices, 45 beneficiaries received 
64 assistive devices and 421 beneficiaries received 987 physical rehabilitation sessions. 
 
The organization continues its support to two mobile clinics targeting several communities and camps in Al Dana, 

Maarat Tamsrin and Harim. The agency is operating Al Al-Hakeem PHC center (Afrin), the Swasia center for Orthotic 

& Prosthetics and Physiotherapy (Afrin), Afrin Blood bank (Afrin), Harim general hospital (Idleb), Kafr Naseh PHC (Al 

Atareb), and Tal Abiyad center for physical rehabilitation in Ras Al Ein and Tal Abiyad (RAATA) area. 

In June, the above-mentioned facilities provided 14,843 medical consultations, including reproductive health care 

and trauma consultations. The blood bank provided 1,335 blood units for the patients in Afrin’s health facilities, 

including 71 plasma units, 22 platelet units, and 70 concentrated cells units. 

The community health workers held awareness sessions in the community and spread messages to 7705   persons  
bout COVID-19 and the related prevention measures and 2,350 persons were reached through awareness messages 
about blood donation. 
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Moreover, on World Blood Donation Day on June 14th, the health agency and Idleb Health Directorate conducted a 
blood donation campaign and were able to collect a total of 600 blood units and provided health education about 
the importance of blood donation to support patients who need emergency blood transfusions and Thalassemia 
patients.  
 

 
 Syrian Expatriate Medical Association (SEMA): During this period, the six Maternity and Child health 

hospitals, supported by SEMA, provided reproductive health and child health services to 27,176 

beneficiaries. The total number of in-patient admissions was 2665. In addition, a total of 955 normal 

deliveries, and 293 cesarean deliveries were recorded in June 2021. The total number of major surgeries was 466. 

Besides, Idlib specialized hospital and Wasim Hasino hospital provided health services to 22,958 beneficiaries with 

1,245 in-patients, 687 major surgeries and 191 minor surgeries. Furthermore, through two dialysis centers, SEMA 

provided 355 dialysis sessions to 42 patients with acute and chronic kidney failure. 

In June 2021, through six primary health care centres, SEMA provided a total of 27318 medical consultations and 
17354 treatment courses to 22309 beneficiaries. 
 

The admitted cases in the three COVID-19 hospitals supported by SEMA were divided as the following: 19 ICU cases, 
3 ventilation cases, 174 hospitalization cases  
 
In collaboration with Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) and The Turkish health directorate, the organization 
inaugurated Ras Al-Ein dialysis center in northeast Syria. The center consists of 4 dialysis units and provides 100 
dialysis sessions for patients on monthly basis.  

 
Also, the agency is providing outreach health services, mental health and Psychosocial support services (MHPSS) and 
medical education and training initiatives and projects. 

 
 

WHO is supporting the vaccination in NWS, implemented by the Syria Immunization Group (SIG). Ninety-

three vaccination centres reported out of 93 centres working till the end of June for routine EPI services 

delivered in June. These EPI centres vaccinated more than 85,697 children under five years with more than 190,450 

vaccine doses during the month of June 2021. 

 

On community health workers (CHW) program and awareness activities support, 412 communities were covered, 

and 226 camps were reached during the reporting period: 37,592 Individual awareness sessions; 49,126 Groups 

Awareness Session; 27,609 beneficiaries attended the Hand-Washing Demonstrations; 869 Face masks making 

Demonstration; and 327 communities reached with IEC printed materials (banners, posters, flexes). 

 

The referral system is one of the very crucial life-saving and essential services supported by the UN agency in NWS. 

About 154 health facilities have implemented the supported referral system (36 HFs Idleb), (53 HFs Afrin) and (65 

HFs N Aleppo) with a total number of referrals of 3,628 of which 1,067 were emergency referrals and 2,561 referrals 

were non-emergency (for diagnostic support, lab, X-rays and a further level of care). 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=96TdnPSEZYY
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As a last resort, the UN agency continued to provide support for sustaining access to primary health care services, 

including child health, reproductive health, management of communicable and non-communicable diseases through 

20 primary health care facilities and mobile teams, out of which 10 are in Idleb and west Aleppo, and 10 in Azaz and 

Al-Bab. 

 

On Tuberculosis, a SUCCESS STORY published by WHO on the join forces with International Organization for 

Migration (IOM). The support is continuous and saving lives. 

 

c. Technical Working Groups and taskforces: 
 

Sexual and Reproductive Health technical working group (SRH TWG), supported by UNFPA: In June 2021, there 

were 27 SRH agencies providing data to the TWG from 214 health facilities. According to the received data, there 

were 194,265 RH services, and 7,955 out of them were deliveries. The percentage of Caesarian-section deliveries is 

22% out of the total number of deliveries. About 39 neonatal death cases were reported, and no maternal death was 

reported. 

 

The Total antenatal care consultations (ANC), were 72,493 this month. The Postnatal care (PNC) visits were 12,607, 

out of which 55% were PNC visits conducted within the 1st 24 hours after delivery. About 25,592 women visited 

those health facilities seeking care for family planning services. Among these women, there were 12,428 new users 

of any Family planning method. The percentage of PNC visits (within the 1st 24 hours after delivery) to the total 

number of deliveries was 88%.  

The TWG, in coordination with the Gender-Based Violence sub-cluster, conducted collaborative RH/GBV workshops 

in Syria. During the workshop, the SRH TWG provided a presentation about the clinical management of Rape (CMR). 

Following this workshop, the TWG will provide continuous CMR training for the health facilities staff working in NWS.   

 

Dialysis Taskforce: During the reporting period, the Taskforce has updated the data on dialysis centers on a monthly 

basis in terms of the number of patients and dialysis machines and the stock of medicines and Kits. It also prepared 

a second distribution plan for Q2-2021, in coordination with Qatar Charity, to distribute to dialysis centers the 

essential medicines (Sodium chloride solution 500 ml, Iron, Heparin, and Erthrpoetin) that should be used in the 

dialysis sessions. In parallel, five used dialysis machines, donated by the Idlib health directorate, were distributed to 

dialysis centres located in Idlib according to the former technical assessment conducted by the dialysis task force. 

Priorities were identified and working to cover the gaps. 

 

Thalassemia taskforce: The online Thalassemia Training was held 3rd and 4th week of June. It was held in collaboration 

with the Thalassemia International Federation (TIF). Logistically, the training was supported by WATAN Foundation. 

A total of 19 clinician-trainees from 8 Thalassemia Centres attended the training (Idleb and Azzaz Team). In addition, 

there were 13 Thalassemia external experts who volunteered to provide free training sessions.  

Public Health Risks and Gaps 
• On humanitarian funding which amounts to just below 15 percent of the estimated overall requirements of the 

HRP (4.2 billion). On the funding situation, partners across all clusters are facing funding shortfalls and 
constraints that significantly constrain partners’ ability to respond.  

• As the 2021 Syria Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) is being finalized, by mid-June, an estimated $627 million 
USD has been received, which amounts to just below 15 percent of the estimated overall requirements of the 
HRP (4.2 billion). These funding gaps are forcing sectors to re-prioritize, delay, reduce or even suspend their 
activities, leaving millions of people without enough assistance. WASH and Food clusters have already made 
their program adjustments. If required funding is not received, programme’s adjustments will be needed in the 
second half of the year, leaving an even more significant number of people without the assistance urgently 
required.  

• In addition, the health agencies are still facing shortages and gaps in funding gaps due to a shortage of funds 
from donors. That affects directly vital and critical health services such as the referral system and some key 
hospitals in Aleppo. 

https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/tuberculosis/news/news/2021/6/who-and-the-international-organization-for-migration-join-forces-to-fight-tb-in-north-west-syria
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• The COVID-19 vaccination campaign faced some challenges during the implementation related to hesitancy 
among the health staff due to the negative rumors spread in the community and via social media. However, The 
SIG review the implementation plan and considered the lessons learned since the start of the campaign. As a 
result, the number of vaccinated cases increased remarkably. 

• The next shipment of the AstraZeneca SII is still not clear yet. As well the operational cost to continue the 
campaign is also not available yet. 

• Quarter 1 MHPSS service mapping make by the MHPSS TWG showed that there was a total of 31 persons who 
completed suicide; 142 persons confirmed suicide attempts; and 186 suicidal thoughts. The suicide cases in NWS 
are increasing among people living under very challenging circumstances.  

• Reduced water levels in the Euphrates River reported and stated in a JOINT SATEMENT, on June 17th, by the 
United Nations Resident Coordinator and Humanitarian Coordinator for Syria, and the Regional Humanitarian 
Coordinator for the Syria Crisis, on Essential Services in Syria. The reduction in water can trigger serious 
humanitarian impacts for millions of people in Syria. Access to water and electricity will be the main challenge 
that can leverage the number of COVID-19 cases due to no means to wash hands and no electricity for case 
management in dedicated health facilities.  As per the joint statement, “over the past year, the COVID-19 
pandemic has demonstrated that adequate and uninterrupted access to water is indispensable to safeguard the 
life, health and dignity of all. At the same time, the local impacts of the global climate crisis have become ever 
more pronounced. Ongoing drought and other events, such as locust plagues, have affected not only Syria but 
the broader region, including in neighbouring countries, and exacted a disproportionate cost on innumerable 
vulnerable people living in the area”. 

Health Sector Partners and Presence 
 

International Non-Governmental Organizations (INGOs), National Non-Governmental Organizations (NNGOs), 

United Nations Agencies (IOM, OCHA, UNFPA, UNICEF, WHO), National authorities, donors, and others/observers. 

 

Health Cluster bulletins, updates and reports are available on the Humanitarian Response webpage 
 

For more information, please contact: 

Mr. Muhammad Shafiq      
Health Cluster Coordinator 

World Health Organization        

Email:  shafiqm@who.int             

Mobile: (+90)  530 238 86 69 

 

Mr. Hani Haidar 

Health Cluster Coordination Support Officer 

World Health Organization        

Email:  haidarh@who.int             

Mobile: (+90) 538 394 42 35 

 

Dr.Orwa Abdulla      
Health Cluster Co-Coordinator 

Independent Doctors Association      

Email:  orwa.alabdulla@ida-org.com 

Mobile: (+90) 552 619 67 10 

 

 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/17_june_rhc_and_rchc_joint_statement_-_essential_services_in_syria.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/stima/document/turkey-health-cluster-bulletin-may-2021
mailto:shafiqm@who.int
mailto:shafiqm@who.int

