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Helping people affected by the conflict in Libya 

 

Violence erupted in Libya in February 2011 after peaceful protesters, demonstrating against the detention of a prominent human 
rights lawyer, were fired upon by Muammar Gaddafi’s forces. Thousands of Libyans subsequently rose up against the dictator’s 
repressive rule, but violence soon turned into conflict as Gaddafi’s forces attacked civilians and began indiscriminately shelling the 
country. More than 710,000 people have now fled the conflict and not yet returned. There are another 218,000 people displaced 
within Libya.

The Australian Government has responded promptly to the crisis in Libya, providing $36.5 million in funding to United Nations 
agencies and other international humanitarian organisations to help meet the most urgent humanitarian needs. Australian funding 
has enabled food, shelter, water and sanitation, and medical care to be delivered quickly and effectively to people that need it 
most within Libya, at its borders, and in neighbouring countries hosting people who have fled the conflict. Australia also supported 
the sea evacuation of more than 2,000 people from Misrata by the International Organization for Migration in May, when the city 
was being shelled and road access was cut. Australia’s assistance helped innocent civilians escape the heavy fighting.

Australia has deployed four humanitarian experts to the region to support the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) and the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in Tunisia and Egypt to 
help manage and coordinate the international response on Libya’s borders. Australia also contributed an Australian Civilian Corps 
stabilisation specialist to the UK-led planning mission to Libya in May. 

Australia's assistance 

Organisation Purpose of assistance Amount

Office for the 
United Nations 
High 
Commissioner for 
Refugees 
(UNHCR)

To support the provision of shelter, protection 
and emergency assistance to displaced people in 
Libya and Tunisia and to support communities 
hosting Libyans fleeing the conflict.

According to IOM and UNHCR, 928,000 people have 
been displaced by the current conflict and forced to 
flee their homes. Of these, 710,000 have left Libya 
and not returned, while 218,000 are internally 
displaced. As the lead UN agency for protection, 
UNHCR is a key partner in meeting the highest 
humanitarian need in Libya.

$9 million

International 
Organization for 
Migration (IOM)

To support the evacuation of migrants and 
vulnerable people from the conflict and 
repatriation of third country nationals. This 
includes around $600,000 for the evacuations of 
up to 2,000 people from Misrata.

As the security situation in Libya deteriorated and 
casualties mounted, many countries called on their 
citizens to leave the country. IOM and its partners 
have evacuated over 150,000 third country nationals 
from Libya, delivered humanitarian aid and helped 
evacuate wounded Libyans and their families.

$6.5 million

Australia is providing $36.5 million in humanitarian assistance to support the victims of 
violence in Libya. 
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World Food 
Programme (WFP)

To support the provision of food aid in Libya and 
at border camps and the provision of logistics 
for all humanitarian agencies working in Libya.

WFP has mobilised over 21,700 metric tonnes for 
Libya, including food assistance distributed to 
543,500 people in Libya and further supplies pre-
positioned in Libya and on the Tunisian border ready 
for immediate dispatch. 

$6 million

International 
Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC)

To support the provision of medical care for the 
wounded and distribution of humanitarian 
supplies, both inside Libya and at the border 
camps.

The ICRC has provided food and essential items to 
around 45,000 people and provided urgently needed 
medical supplies to hospitals in Benghazi, Ajdabiya 
and Misrata. The ICRC is one of the few 
humanitarian agencies with access to both 
Transitional National Council (TNC) and Government
-held areas of Libya, providing a vital lifeline for the 
population.

$3.5 million

United Nations 
Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF)

To support the protection of women and 
children, provision of water, sanitation and 
hygiene needs in border camps, and provision of 
education support in Libya.

UNICEF reports that Libya is not a classic 
humanitarian crisis, rather one in which protection is 
the highest concern, particularly for women and 
children. Attacks on civilians, indiscriminate shelling 
by government forces and unexploded ordnance 
pose an enormous risk to the Libyan population and 
the atmosphere of fear, displacement and disruption 
of services such as education is causing 
psychosocial distress among children and families in 
the affected areas.  

$3 million

World Health 
Organization 
(WHO)

To support the provision of urgently needed 
medical supplies and equipment to meet 
immediate health needs in Misrata and Benghazi.

Both TNC and Government authorities have 
stressed the urgent need for medical supplies and 
equipment as the conflict has disrupted the medical 
supply chain, affecting the treatment of both acute 
and chronic illnesses. 

$2.5 million

International 
Medical Corps 
(IMC)

To support the provision of medical assistance 
for injured evacuees on board IOM evacuation 
ships and in Benghazi, and the provision of five 
mobile primary health care clinics in the Western 
Mountains.

IMC is providing medical supplies and personnel to 
support health facilities throughout Libya and on the 
Libya/Tunisia and Libya/Egypt borders. IMC is 
conducting life-saving surgeries, supporting medical 
evacuations of war-wounded persons and training 
health care staff to provide support to the broader 
population. IMC are also providing mobile primary 
health care clinics to help relieve the pressure on 

$2.5 million
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hospitals and reduce the diversion of trauma care 
resources 

United Nations 
Mine Action 
Service (UNMAS)

To support mine action activities in Libya, 
including mapping, marking, clearing and mine 
risk education, through AusAID’s Global Mine 
Action Program.

Unexploded ordnance (UXOs) and explosive 
remnants of war (ERW) are posing threats to 
Libyans’ safety, access to services and their ability to 
return home.

$1.5 million

Turkish Red 
Crescent

To support their work alongside the ICRC to 
deliver essential supplies to people in Libya, at 
the border camps, and at the Benghazi transit 
centre.

The Turkish Red Crescent is working with the ICRC 
and other Red Crescent societies to provide 
humanitarian assistance to those most in need, 
helping to build capacity in the Libyan Red Crescent 
along the way.

$1 million

United Nations 
Department of 
Political Affairs 
(UN DPA)

To support mediation assistance, transition and 
post-conflict planning for Libya.

Together with other members of the Contact Group 
on Libya, Australia supports the United Nations’ lead 
in post-conflict planning for Libya.

$0.5 million

Merlin

To support primary health care services support 
services, equipment and referral 
communications on the Libya/Tunisia border.

Merlin, a UK-based international medical NGO, is 
providing essential referral and triage services on the 
Libya/Tunisia border to help manage the health 
needs of people fleeing the Libyan conflict and 
ensure the most critical medical cases are treated 
urgently

$0.5 million

RedR Australia

To support the deployment of four humanitarian 
experts to Egypt and Tunisia to support the 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and UNHCR to 
provide assistance to people fleeing the conflict 
in Libya.

RedR Australia maintains a Standby Register of 
highly trained and skilled humanitarian personnel 
who deploy to UN relief agencies and other 
international and national non-government 
organisations during times of crisis. AusAID has a 
three-year partnership with RedR Australia, 
supporting their humanitarian training and 
emergency deployment capability.

Supported 
through 
AusAID core 
funding to 
RedR 
Australia

Australian Civilian 
Corps (ACC)

A contribution of a Stabilisation Adviser to the 
UK-led International Stabilisation Response 
Team (ISRT) planning mission to Libya in May-
June 2011.

Supported 
through 
AusAID 
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The ACC deploys civilian specialists to countries 
experiencing or emerging from natural disaster or 
conflict, to support stabilisation, recovery and 
development planning.

departmental 
funding

Total $36.5 million
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