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Summary 

 
 On 1 February, families from the east, south and west of Libya attempted to return to Tawergha 

following the signing of a decree on 26 December 2017 by the Presidency Council (PC)which 
indicated the start date for the return process. Upon attempting to return, people were blocked from 
entering Tawergha by armed groups apparently opposing return.   
 

 As of 6 February, over 1,000 families  currently in tented settlements in three different locations. 
 

 Local civil societies report the need for food, items for infants, mattresses, blankets, and hygiene 
kits, as well as essential health care. 

 
 The humanitarian community calls on all actors to protect  civilians; to ensure their basic rights are 

being met; and to prevent further displacement from occurring. IDPs from the Tawargha 
community and other IDP groups have a right to  durable solutions.   
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Situation Overview  

In August 2011, in retaliation for the apparent support provided to the Qaddafi regime and attacks 
against Misrata launched from Tawergha, Misratan forces retaliated, leading to the displacement of 
approximately 40,000 civilians. These civilians subsequently settled mainly in Benghazi, Tripoli and 
Bani Walid, where they have been living in IDPs camps or with host communities. 
 
On 26 December 2017, the Presidential Council (PC) signed a decree determining 1 February 2018 as 
the date triggering the return process of the Tawergha IDPs. In addition, the PC also ordered the Central 
Bank to proceed with the first instalment of compensatory indemnities to Misratan and Tawerghan 
victims. On the same day, the PC established a joint committee, led by the Minister of State for 
Refugees and Displaced Affairs to oversee the return of the Tawergha IDPs, in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Local Government and other authorities. 
 
Following the announcement, on 1 February 2018, several hundreds of Tawergha IDP families coming 
from various areas across Libya, including Bani Walid (over 100km from Tawergha), Tarhouna (over 
80km from Bani Walid), Tripoli, Sabha, Brak, and Benghazi, attempted to return to  their homes. 
However, as the Tawergha IDPs approached their destination, they were blocked by armed groups, 
who threatened to use violence, including reportedly by firing live bullets and RPGs in the air.   
 
On 4 February, local authorities in Bani Walid issued a request for humanitarian assistance to 
approximately some 90 families present in the area. Moreover, during the day, tensions increased at the 
IDP temporary site Qararat al-Qataf (40 km from Tawergha). A local armed group positioned there 
forcefully dismantled tents that had been  erected by the IDPs, briefly detained a number of Tawergha 
IDPs and confiscated an accompanying ambulance (which was later returned). Shots were fired, but no 
injuries were reported.  
 
In the evening of 4 February, the PC released a statement denouncing the attack by Misrata groups 
against the IDPs at Qararat al-Qataf, while expressing praise and support to the efforts of Misrata 
Municipality, the Tawergha Local Council and the joint committee to find a solution to the stand-off. 
However, the issue remains unresolved to date. 

 
Humanitarian Needs 
 

Reports of the total number of IDPs who are trying to return to Tawergha are fluctuating. However, it 
is estimated that at least 1,000 families are present in several gathering points.  As of 6 February, there 
are three known and identified gathering points where IDPs are waiting to return to Tawergha: 
 

 Qararat al Qataf:  Approximately 100 families have set up tents and indicated that they will 
remain there until the situation is resolved. Local civil society organizations report the need for 
food, baby items, mattresses, blankets, , essential health support and hygiene kits. 

 Tarhuna: An initial assessment indicates that 450 families are currently in Tarhuna, spread 
across a newly established tented settlement and within host communities. 

 Hrawa (east of Sirt): Approximately over 100 families are in this area (most of these 
IDPs/returnees are from Benghazi). As of the morning of 5 February local authorities have 
informed that some IDPs started to return to Benghazi until an agreement can be found whilst 
others have travelled to Bani Walid and are waiting there. Like in Bani Walid, the IDPs are 
setting up a tented settlement in Hrawa.  
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Humanitarian Response 

Host communities and local civil society have provided initial support to the IDPs in their locations, 
including food and shelter support. On 4 February, UNHCR through its partner LibAid dispatched 2,000 
blankets, 2,000 sleeping mats, 500 kitchen sets and 1,000 hygiene kits to the IDP families in Qararat al 
Qataf. Mobile health services have also been provided. 
 
A multi-sectoral team was dispatched on 6 February to undertake a rapid needs assessment. The team is 
composed of UN agencies and local NGOs and has been deployed to Bani Walid and around Sirt.   
 
Humanitarian actors continue to monitor the situation and are in regular contact with various stakeholders 
present in the area.   
 
 
IDP guiding principles 

 
IDPs are often more vulnerable than other people because they may have lost (access to) their homes, 
livelihoods, documentation and often face difficulties in accessing basic services. However, they enjoy the 
same rights and freedoms as other persons in the country without discrimination. The authorities have the 
primary responsibility to provide protection and humanitarian assistance to IDPs within their jurisdiction. 
Likewise, they are responsible to prevent and avoid conditions that may lead to displacement and for 
creating the conditions for IDPs to return or resettle safely and voluntarily. The relevant authorities need 
to grant humanitarian organisations rapid and unimpeded access to IDPs to provide them with assistance, 
if the relevant authorities are not able to provide this support. While IDPs are free to move back to their 
area of origin, they cannot be forced to return to areas of conflict. IDPs have a right to a durable solution 
to their displacement.   
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