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Figure 1. Subdistricts where markets and 
commercial centres are among the top three 
most affected services (WoSA)

Subdistricts where markets and commercial centres among 
the top three most affected (14 out of 217)

Subdistricts where markets and commercial centres were ot 
among the top three most affected (203 out of 217)

A market is any systematic structure allowing 
market factors to buy and sell commodities. This 
does not only include the way the commodity 
is produced, transported, bought, and sold, but 
also the formal and informal institutions, rules, 
and norms that govern these interactions and 
the infrastructure that facilitate them. The term 
market, as used in this document, therefore 
goes beyond the physical location where people 
buy and sell commodities. To avoid confusion, 
the term marketplace is used for the physical 
location. © ICRC and International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 2014

When markets are functioning, 

key commodities and goods 

tend to be available. 
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Map 1: Access to markets at a sub-district level (WoSA)²
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The widespread use of 

remittances suggests that 

informal money transfer 

systems are working despite 

the relative absence of formal 

banking system channels 
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Figure 2. Community Market Access (AoO)

Communities have access to markets (148 out of 189)
Communties lack access to markets (41 out of 189)
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CONCLUSION
Relatively high levels of access to markets, 
combined with widespread use of remittances, 
suggest that populations are able to meet 
many of their basic needs by purchasing 

institutions and transfer mechanisms have 

households with sources of income that have 
partially replaced ones they relied upon before 
the crisis. With the ability to purchase goods, 
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Map 2: Remittances as the main source of income
        or livelihood by sub-district (WoSA)²
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Figure 4. Subdistricts where banking and 
money transfer services were ranked among 
the most affected services (WoSA)

Subdistricts where banking and money transfer services
among the top three most affected (22 out of 217)
Subdistricts where banking and money transfer services are
not among the top three most affected (195 out of 217)

three sources of income in approximately 50% 
of the assessed subdistricts. They also named 
remittances as one of the top three livelihoods 
coping mechanisms in approximately 49% of 
subdistricts overall throughout Syria. Similarly, 
AoO found that approximately 48% of KIs in 
communities assessed ranked remittances as 
a top three income source.
In addition to providing an indication of the 

about remittances may also offer an indication 

power. Many individual households receive 
remittances that help make up for the shortfall 
of income they have suffered as an effect of 
disrupted livelihoods and use the money they 
receive to make purchases in local markets. 
Along these lines, approximately half of 

communities in Syria may be dependent upon 
remittances to varying degrees.  Based on 
data collected during AoO, communities that 
also rely on remittances are likely to name 
business and trade, stable employment, and 
farm ownership as other income sources, 

use remittances as a supplement to other 
income sources.  

16.4%

83.6%

Figure 3. Villages Reporting Price Controls 
(AoO)

Villages reporting price controls (31 out of 189)

Villages without price controls (158 out of 189)

households that receive remittances or other 
cash transfers will be able to help sustain 
markets in areas where they are accessible.
Despite having a baseline of information 
regarding market access and functionality 
as well as remittances and cash transfers, 
numerous information gaps persist. While 
access to markets throughout Syria is high 
by many measures, detailed information 
regarding prices, inventory, and 
restocking have only been collected 
about a small proportion of subdistricts 
(30-35) where enumerators have been 
able to conduct detailed, periodic 
assessments. We also know relatively little 
about individual households’ purchasing 
power, including how much they receive in 
remittances, or how cash transfers compare 
with other sources of household income. 
At the same time, existing data suggests that 
the circumstances needed to support markets 
within the overall response are favourable. 
Based on data collected during the WoSA, 
approximately 49% of subdistricts have 
access to markets and depend to some 
degree upon remittances to meet their needs. 
Communities such as these, where access 
to markets and cash transfers overlap, are 
ones that may be most likely to be able to rely 
on cash-based transactions over time.

http://www.reach-initiative.org/

