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Methodology
Data presented in this report was collected through the IDP Situation Monitoring Initiative (ISMI),1  an initiative of the Camp 
Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) Cluster, implemented by REACH and supported by cluster members. 
Following a baseline assessment conducted at the end of 2016, ad hoc and regular data collection cycles were initiated. 
Displacements are identified through an extensive key informant (KI) network, either from alerts initiated by KIs or from 
follow-up by enumerators. At least two KIs are interviewed in each assessed location, and collected information is further 
triangulated through other sources, including CCCM member data and humanitarian updates. This approach allows for 
regular updates on IDP movements at the community level across sub-districts monitored by ISMI in north-west Syria. 

Data for this report was collected in 1,048 opposition-held communities in 50 sub-districts monitored by ISMI, out of 
1,421 communities listed by OCHA. An additional 15 communities/settlements not listed on the most recent OCHA list 
of populated places were also assessed. Data for this assessement was collected between 1 and 12 December 2018, 
reflecting population numbers as of 30 November 2018.2 Data was collected at the community level to ensure that the 
geographic area for which KIs were providing information corresponded directly to their actual area of knowledge. The 
data used for this product was collected, triangulated and verified based on submissions from ISMI’s network. Due to 
differences in methodology and coverage, figures presented in this output may differ from official CCCM Cluster or 
UNHCR data. All data is for humanitarian use only.

Main Findings
• As of 30 November 2018, an estimated 5,189,000 individuals (916,910 households) were 

reported to be residing in 1,056 assessed locations in Idleb, Aleppo and Hama governorates, 
of which 1,777,000 were IDPs and 3,412,000 were residents.2,3,4

• IDPs were found to be residing in 96% (1005)  of assessed populated locations across 
Aleppo, Hama and Idleb governorates, as of 30 November. 

• IDP numbers were highest in sub-districts in northern Idleb governorate and in northern 
Aleppo governorate, with Dana (234,000), A’zaz (168,000), Atareb (133,000), Al Bab (96,000) 
and Salqin (87,000) sub-districts reported to have the highest IDP numbers.

• On average, IDPs represented 34% of the total population in assessed communities. With 
69%, A’zaz sub-district in northern Aleppo governorate had the largest percentage of IDPs among 
the total population.

• On average, the number of IDPs has been consistently high across continuously assessed 
locations from 31 January to 30 November 2018. While a slight increase (5%) in IDP populations 
in assessed locations was reported between the 31 July and 30 November, no major increase in 
overall IDP populations within the continuously assessed area was reported from 31 January to 
31 March 2018. 

Overview
This overview provides an update on IDP and resident/pre-conflict population numbers for 1,063 locations 
in ISMI-monitored sub-districts in north-west Syria, as of 30 November 2018. It presents a follow-up to the 
recent ISMI population assessements, which provided figures as of 31 March,5 and 31 July 2018 respectively.6

As of early December 2018, the remaining opposition-held territories across Idleb, Aleppo and Hama are 
believed to host one of the largest IDP populations in Syria. From late 2017 and throughout 2018, several 
parts of the region experienced large-scale conflict-induced displacements. In particular, Idleb governorate 
and the surrounding areas of western Aleppo and north-western Hama saw sharp intensifications of conflict 
between December 2017 and February 2018, and again between August and September 2018. In parallel, 
the adjacent northern Aleppo region witnessed a large-scale military offensive at the beginning of 2018, as 
well as ongoing tensions among armed opposition groups (AOGs), widespread insecurity, and continued 
displacements.7 
The effects of these have been compounded by significant cross-line displacement waves into north-west 
Syria from central and southern Syria. In particular, between March and August, major escalations of conflict 
between Government of Syria (GoS)-allied forces and AOGs resulted in large territorial shifts and substantial 
displacements towards north-west Syria, from Rural Damascus, Damascus, Homs, Hama, Dar’a and 
Quneitra governorates.8

Following heightened concerns throughout August and early September regarding the potential of a 
GoS military offensive on Idleb and surrounding areas, it was announced on 17 September 2018,9 that a 
demilitarized zone was to be implemented along major conflict lines of Idleb governorate and surrounding 
areas. Despite this announcement, as of December 2018, many parts of north-west Syria have continued to 
witness clashes and renewed displacements.10

Assessed communities in monitored sub-districts in north-west Syria:
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Total population numbers as of 30 November 2018, 
including IDP and resident/pre-conflict populations, 
were assessed for 1,056 communities, settlements 
and sites.3 The estimated total population for 
these 1,056 assessed locations was 5,189,000 
individuals, 1,777,000 of them IDPs and 3,412,000 
of them resident/pre-conflict population.4 The 
largest population was reported  in Dana sub-district, 
along Idleb governorate’s north-western border with 
Turkey.

Sub-districts with largest IDP population:

Sub-districts with largest resident population:

The largest estimated number of IDPs among 
assessed locations was reported for Dana sub-district 
(234,000) in northern Idleb governorate, followed 
by A’zaz (168,000), Atareb (133,000) and Al Bab 
(96,000) sub-districts in Aleppo governorate, and 
Salqin (87,000) sub-district in Idleb governorate. 

Resident population*

The largest resident populations were reported in 
Ma’arrat An Nu’man (263,000) and Idleb (253,000) 
sub-districts, both of which have major urban sites 
that had large populations prior to 2011.11

69%
62% 62% 61% 60%

A'zaz Dana Bulbul Sharan Raju

Percentage of IDPs in total population:

Sub-districts with largest percentage of IDPs:

With 69%, A’zaz sub-district in northern Aleppo 
governorate had the largest percentage of IDPs 
among the total population of all communities 
where total population numbers were assessed.3 
Dana (62%), Bulbul (62%), Sharan (61%) and  Raju 
(60%) sub-districts were also reported to have larger 
than the average IDP proportions among assessed 
locations.

IDP population**

The vast majority of assessed populated locations 
(96%) were reported to host IDPs, with only 45 
populated locations (4%) reporting no presence of 
IDPs in the community. 

These assessed locations were mostly located in 
south-eastern Idleb and western Aleppo governorates, 
both of which witnessed a high number of IDP 
departures during the various displacement waves 
that took place from August to November.

A total of 5 assessed locations, (4 in Idleb and 
1 in Hama governorates), were reported to be 
unpopulated, having neither IDP nor resident 
populations living in them as of 30 November. 
These assessed locations have likely been vacated  
due to conflict, with the majority located in areas 
close to conflict lines in the south-east of Idleb and 
north-west of Hama governorates, namely Tamanaah, 
Abul Thohur and Ziyara sub-districts. Notably, several 
communities that were reported to be vacated as 
of 31 July have since witnessed returns of resident 
populations, most commonly in Ma’arrat An Nu’man 
sub-district. The gender distribution among IDP populations in 

assessed locations was reportedly very similar to 
that of resident populations. On average, across 
assessed locations, women represented 56% of the 
total population numbers.

On average, IDPs represented 34% of the total 
population in the assessed locations where both IDP 
and resident population numbers were assessed.3 A 
total of 17% (177) of assessed populated locations 
hosted more IDPs than resident populations. 

Sub-districts with largest total population:
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Approximately 51% of the total population in assessed 
locations was reported to be younger than 18 years of 
age. 

*The definition of resident (pre-conflict) population was ‘Individuals or groups of people who currently reside in their communities of origin, or communities 
of permanent residence prior to the Syrian conflict. This includes populations that were never displaced as well as previously displaced populations that 
have returned to their communities of origin’. ** The definition of IDPs used by enumerators for this assessment was ‘Individuals or groups of people who 
have been forced to leave their homes or places of habitual residence, in particular as a result of or in order to avoid the effects of armed conflict, situations 
of generalised violence, violations of human rights, or natural or man-made disasters, and who have not crossed an international border’. 
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Endnotes
1 ISMI Outputs on REACH Resource Centre.
2 Population numbers for several communities also include population numbers in nearby camps, collective 
centres and informal settlements. Overall, 97 of the total 325 IDP sites listed by the IDP Sites Integrated Monitoring 
Matrix (ISIMM) of the CCCM cluster were assessed together with nearby communities for this assessment. The 
remaining sites host more than 280,000 IDPs. For more information on ISIMM, see: https://unhcr-xborder-turkey.
github.io/ISIMM/
3 Resident population numbers were not reported for seven assessed communities. This means that this report 
cannot provide total population numbers, including resident and IDP populations, for these seven locations. Total 
population numbers are therefore only reported for the remaining 1,056 assessed locations.
4 For population numbers, KIs were asked to provide the number of resident and IDP households present in the 
assessed locations as of 30 November 2018, as well as individual figures if known. A minimum of two KIs were 
interviewed in each assessed location, with a third KI being interviewed in communities with total populations of 
more than 15,000 households, or where discrepancies in the information provided by two KIs was deemed too 
large. In those cases, an average was calculated based on submissions by the three KIs. Triangulated household 
figures were then multiplied by a calculated average household size of 5.7, based on several rounds of population 
assessments conducted under the REACH/CCCM IDP Situation Monitoring Initiative, to attain estimated 
individual figures for all assessed communities. KIs were also asked whether the IDP figures reported included 
IDP populations in nearby camps and sites. If not, known IDP populations in nearby camps and sites, provided 
by the IDP Sites Integrated Monitoring Matrix (ISIMM), were added to the IDP population figures reported by KIs. 
Estimated individual figures in this report are rounded to the nearest 1,000.
Discrepancies with other available population data may be the result of any of the following: differences in 
assessment coverage dates; differences in definitions of population sub-groups (IDPs and residents); differences 
in geographic scope of assessed locations (e.g. included/excluded nearby camps and sites); differences in KI 
profiles interviewed; and differences in average household sizes used to calculate individual numbers, among 
others. 
5 CCCM/REACH, IDP Situation Monitoring Initiative (ISMI) North-west Syria Population Overview, March 2018
6 No situation overview was produced for the 31 July 2018 assessment.
7 UNHCR, Syria: Flash Update on Recent Events, 9 May 2018; OCHA, Turkey I Syria: Situation in North-western 
Syria, Situation Report No.4, 8 May 2018.
8 UNOCHA, Turkey | Syria: Recent Developments in North-western Syria, 30 January 2018; UNOCHA, Turkey | 
Syria: Situation in North-western Syria, Situation Report No.2, 10 April 2018; UNOCHA, Turkey | Syria: Situation 
in North-western Syria, Situation Report No.4, 8 May 2018.
9  United Nations,‘Secretary-General Praises Agreement on Buffer Zone in Idleb, Syria, Urging Parties to Ensure 
Safe Humanitarian Access’,  18 September 2018.
10 Reuters, ‘Shelling kils eight in de-escalation zone around Syria’s Idlib’, 2 November 2018; The Guardian, ‘Syrian 
planes resume airstrikes amid claims of gas attack in Aleppo’, 25 November 2018  
11 Syrian Arab Republic, Population Statistics and National Census, 2004. 
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