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Methodology
Data presented in this report was collected through the IDP Situation Monitoring Initiative (ISMI), an initiative of the 
Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) Cluster, implemented by REACH and supported by cluster 
members. Following a baseline assessment conducted at the end of 2016, weekly/bi-weekly data collection cycles 
were initiated. Displacements are identified through an extensive key informant (KI) network, either from alerts 
initiated by KIs or from follow-up by enumerators. At least two KIs are interviewed in each assessed community, and 
collected information is further triangulated through other sources, including CCCM member data and humanitarian 
updates. This approach allows for regular updates on IDP movements at the community level across sub-districts 
monitored by ISMI in north-west Syria. 

Data for this report was collected in 727 out of 986 communities in ISMI-monitored sub-districts between 1 and 
12 April 2018, reflecting population numbers as of 31 March 2018.1 Data was collected at the community level 
to ensure that the area for which KIs were providing information corresponded directly to their actual area of 
knowledge. The data used for this product was collected, triangulated and verified based on submissions from 
ISMI’s network. Due to differences in methodology and coverage, figures presented in this output may differ from 
official CCCM Cluster or UNHCR data. All data is for humanitarian use only.

Main Findings
• As of 31 March 2018, 4,905,318 individuals were reported to be in 723 assessed communities 

in Idleb, Aleppo and Hama governorates, of which 1,780,560 were IDPs and 3,173,368 were 
residents.

• 98% of assessed populated communities across Aleppo, Hama and Idleb governorates 
hosted IDPs on 31 March. 

• On average, IDPs represented 30% of the total population in assessed communities. With 
63%, Dana sub-district in north-east Idleb governorate had the largest percentage of IDPs among 
the total population.

• IDP numbers were highest in sub-districts in northern Idleb governorate and in northern 
Aleppo governorate, with Dana (403,430), Azaz (167,463), Atareb (132,722), Al Bab (101,146) 
and Salqin (93,429) sub-districts reported to have the highest IDP numbers.

• A total of 22 communities, all in Idleb governorate, were reported to have neither IDP nor 
resident populations living in them on 31 March.

• On average, IDP numbers increased by 7% across continuously assessed communities 
between 31 January and 31 March 2018. Several sub-districts, however, mostly in southern Idleb, 
witnessed a decrease in reported IDP populations.
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Major Developments
This overview provides an update on IDP and resident population numbers for ISMI-covered communities 
in north-west Syria, as of 31 March 2018. It presents a follow-up to the CCCM-REACH baseline population 
assessment, which provided figures as of 31 January 2018.2

From late 2017, north-west Syria witnessed an intensification of conflict between Government of Syria 
(GoS) and armed opposition groups (AOGs) across south-east Idleb, north-east Hama and south-west 
Aleppo governorates. Large displacement waves away from these areas, predominantly to northern Idleb 
governorate, were followed by high numbers of spontaneous returns (SRs) throughout February (168,227) 
and March (58,907), after a reduction of clashes in frontline areas from 10 February.3

From mid-February and throughout March, clashes among AOGs across north-west Syria triggered 
substantial intra-regional displacements. However, the primary sources of new displacements in March 
shifted to conflicts taking place elsewhere in the country. Following the launch of a military offensive in 
January in Afrin district, north-west Aleppo, high civilian displacements were reported from the region to 
areas inside and outside of ISMI coverage. In parallel, weeks of intense conflict in Eastern Ghouta, Rural 
Damascus, culminated in tens of thousands leaving the besieged enclave. Many of these were relocated in 
successive evacuations to opposition-held areas in Idleb and Aleppo governorates.4

Assessed communities in monitored sub-districts in north-west Syria:
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Total population (IDP and resident population) in assessed communities:Overview
Total population numbers as of 31 March 2018, 
including IDP and resident populations, were assessed 
for 723 communities. IDP population numbers alone 
were collected for a further 4 communities.5 The 
estimated total population for these 723 assessed 
communities was 4,905,318 individuals, 1,780,560 
of them IDPs and 3,173,368 of them resident 
population.6 The largest populations were reported  
in Dana (546,250), along Idleb governorate’s north-
east border with Turkey, as well as Idleb (331,087), 
Ma’arrat An Nu’man (323,175) and Atareb (320,942) 
sub-districts.

The largest estimated number of IDPs among 
assessed communities was reported for Dana sub-
district (403,430) in northern Idleb governorate, 
followed by A’zaz (167,463), Atareb (132,722) and 
Al Bab (101,146) sub-districts in Aleppo governorate 
and Salqin (93,429) sub-district in Idleb. 

Resident population 
The largest resident populations were reported in 
Ma’arrat An Nu’man (251,687) and Idleb (246,846) 
sub-districts, both of which contain major urban sites 
that had large populations prior to 2011.7

Percentage of IDPs in total population:

Sub-districts with largest percentage of IDPs:

With 63%, Dana sub-district in northern Idleb 
governorate had the largest percentage of IDPs 
among the total population of all communities 
where total population numbers were assessed. 
Janudiyeh (59%), A’zaz (50%), Badama (49%) and 
Aghtrin (47%) were also reported to have larger than 
average IDP proportions among total populations.

IDP population 
The vast majority of assessed populated 
communities (98%) were reported to host IDPs, 
with only 18 populated communities (2%) reporting no 
presence of IDPs in the community as of 31 March.

These communities with no reported IDPs were 
mostly located in south-eastern Idleb and western 
Aleppo governorates, both of which witnessed a high 
number of conflict-induced IDP departures during the 
displacement waves from mid-December to early 
February.

A total of 22 communities, all in Idleb governorate, 
were reported to be unpopulated, having neither 
IDP nor resident populations living in them on 
31 March. These communities have likely been 
vacated  due to conflict, with the majority in areas 
close to conflict lines in the south-east and west 
of the governorate, namely Tamanaah, Jisr-Ash-
Shughur and Badama sub-districts. Notably, several 
communities that were reported to be vacated as of 
31 January have since witnessed returns of resident 
populations, most commonly in Saraqab sub-district. At a community level, the largest IDP populations 

were reported in Atma (126,071), Al Bab (76,790), 
Dana (67,004), Salqin (62,985) and Idleb (57,017). 
Communities in north-western Idleb governorate 
already hosted large numbers of IDPs as of 31 
January.2 Arrivals following cross-line displacements 
since then have increased pressure on services in IDP 
sites and host communities. On average, the number 
of IDPs in assessed communities increased by 
7% between 31 January and 31 March. However, in 
several sub-districts - notably, those close to conflict 
lines in southern Idleb - a decrease in IDP populations 
was reported since 31 January.

On average, IDPs represented 30% of the total 
population in communities where both IDP and 
resident population numbers were assessed. A total 
of 13% (93) of assessed populated communities 
hosted more IDPs than resident populations. 

Sub-districts with largest total population:
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Sub-districts with largest resident population:

Ma’arrat An Nu’man
Idleb
Haritan
Atareb
Al Bab

251,687
246,846
223,111
195,630
169,418

100+98+89+78+67

Sub-districts with largest IDP population:

Dana
A’zaz
Atareb
Al Bab
Salqin

403,430
167,463
132,722
101,146

93,429

100+42+33+25+23
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Endnotes
1 Population numbers for several communities also include population numbers of nearby camps, collective 
centres and informal settlements. Overall, 82 of the total 337 IDP sites listed by the IDP Sites Integrated 
Monitoring Matrix (ISIMM) of the CCCM cluster were assessed together with nearby communities for this 
assessment. IDP numbers for two communities (Atma and Qah) were taken directly from ISIMM. The 
remaining sites host more than 140,000 IDPs. For more information on ISIMM, see: https://unhcr-xborder-
turkey.github.io/ISIMM/
2 CCCM and REACH, Idleb Governorate Situation Overview: Displacement and Intentions (January - 
February 2018).
3 CCCM and REACH, IDP Situation Monitoring Initiative (ISMI) Monthly Overview of IDP Movements in 
Northern Syria, February 2018.
4 CCCM and REACH, IDP Situation Monitoring Initiative (ISMI) Monthly Overview of IDP Movements in 
Northern Syria, March 2018; UNOCHA, Turkey | Syria: Situation in North-western Syria Situation Report 
No. 1, 29 March 2018.
5 Resident population numbers were not reported for four assessed communities. This means that this report 
cannot provide total population numbers, including resident and IDP populations, for these four communities.
6 Household numbers are collected from KIs and then multiplied by an average household size of 5.7 found 
at baseline to provide estimated individual numbers. Based on extensive experience in Syria as well as other 
displacement contexts, KIs are generally more able or confident to report household figures than individual 
numbers. This is the case in particular in situations with very large IDP and returning populations.
7 Syrian Arab Republic, Population Statistics and National Census, 2004. 
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