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AFGHANISTAN 
Strategic Situation Report: COVID-19 
No. 59 (5 July 2020) 

Key Messages: UPDATED 
• People confirmed to have COVID-19: 32,951 (as of 2pm, 5 July. Source: Afghanistan Ministry of Public Health - MoPH) 
• Deaths from COVID-19: 864 
• Samples tested: 75,747 

 
Key concerns: Border crossing areas, in-country testing capacity, protective equipment for frontline 
workers, commodity prices, messaging and rumour management, international air services 
 

Situation Overview: UPDATED 
MoPH data shows that 32,951 people across all 34 provinces in Afghanistan are now confirmed to have COVID-
19. Some 19,366 people have recovered and 864 people have died (26 of whom are healthcare workers). 75,747 
people out of a population of 37.6 million have been tested. More than five per cent of the total confirmed COVID-
19 cases are among healthcare staff. The majority of the deaths were people between the ages of 40 and 69. Men in 
this age group represent about 52 per cent of all COVID-19-related deaths. With a fragile health system, a developing 
economy and underlying vulnerabilities, the people of Afghanistan are facing extreme consequences from the COVID-
19 pandemic. Due to limited public health resources and testing capacity, as well as the absence of a national death 
register, confirmed cases of and deaths from COVID-19 are likely to be under reported overall in Afghanistan. Different 
COVID-19 models show that the peak for the COVID-19 outbreak in Afghanistan is expected between late July and early 
August, creating grave implications for Afghanistan’s economy and people’s well-being. Kabul remains the most affected 
part of the country in terms of confirmed cases, followed by Hirat, Balkh, Nangarhar and Kandahar. According to the 
INFORM COVID-19 Risk Index, Afghanistan has an INFORM COVID-19 Risk Index of 6.8, the fifth highest risk country 
out of 190 profiled, and shows high health and humanitarian impacts risks that could overwhelm current national response 
capacity.  
 

 
                                                  Source: MoPH 
 

 
Hospitals report challenges maintaining or expanding their facilities’ capacity to treat patients with COVID-19. These 
challenges are related to the supply of personal protective equipment (PPE), testing kits and medical supplies and the 
limited number of trained staff – further exacerbated by the number of frontline staff falling ill. Humanitarian partners urge 
the Government of Afghanistan to ensure healthcare staff have adequate personal protection and to share distribution 
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https://reliefweb.int/report/world/inform-covid-19-risk-index-version-012
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
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plans for existing stocks of medical equipment and PPE with humanitarian partners. Current laboratory capacity in 
Afghanistan remains limited. There is an urgent need to increase laboratory supplies as well as to strengthen human 
capacity and operational support. 
 
WHO notes that when health systems are overwhelmed, both direct mortality from the outbreak and indirect mortality 
from vaccine-preventable and treatable conditions increase dramatically, as is being seen in Afghanistan. WHO stresses 
the need to balance the demands of responding directly to COVID-19, with simultaneously engaging in strategic planning 
and coordinated action to maintain essential health service delivery, mitigating the risk of system collapse. 
 
Funding: UPDATED 
Since the outbreak of COVID-19, the U.S. Government has allocated $36.7 million for COVID-19 assistance in 
Afghanistan. This includes more than $19.1 million for health and humanitarian assistance to support the detection and 
treatment of COVID-19, nearly $3.1 million in humanitarian assistance for internally displaced people and returnees 
(citizens of Afghanistan), $500,000 to procure COVID-19 prevention and control supplies for correctional facilities, and 
$14 million to support other activities related to the Government of Afghanistan’s nationwide response to COVID-19. 
 

Cross Border: UPDATED  
The Milak crossing (Nimroz) and Islam Qala-Dogharoon (Hirat) crossings are officially open to commercial traffic and 
movement of documented Afghanistan nationals. According to UNHCR’s latest border monitoring report (covering the 
period between 21 and 27 June), 32 per cent of returnees interviewed at the Islam Qala and Milak border crossing points 
said they faced problems during the COVID-19 outbreak in Iran, such as lost work/wages, discrimination/stigmatisation 
by local communities, lack of access to markets, pressure by Iranian authorities to return to Afghanistan, movement 
restrictions related to the lockdown, and lack of access to medical services. 86 per cent of the respondents stated that 
they had received information about COVID-19 in Iran, mainly through TV, radio and local communities. 18 per cent of 
returnees interviewed at the Milak border crossing point and 27 per cent at Islam Qala reported that they had not received 
information about COVID-19 upon arrival in Afghanistan.  
 
Despite the official announcement by the Government of Pakistan on that Spin Boldak, Ghulam Khan and Torkham 
border crossings would be open to facilitate return of stranded nationals of Afghanistan and Pakistan to their respective 
countries, Spin Boldak and Ghulam Khan crossing points remain closed to pedestrian movement. On 5 July, 6,769 
citizens of Afghanistan returned from Pakistan through the Torkham border. The process was reportedly orderly and 
health screening procedures were followed. 
 
According to UNHCR, 50 per cent of returnees interviewed at the Torkham border crossing points said they faced 
problems in Pakistan during the COVID-19 outbreak, mainly lost work/wages, movement restrictions due to the lockdown, 
lack of access to markets, and lack of access to medical services. 95 per cent of those interviewed stated that they had 
received information about COVID-19 in Pakistan, mainly through TV, radio, religious leaders and local communities. 
Almost 88 per cent of returnees interviewed at Torkham border crossing stated that they had not received information 
about COVID-19 upon arrival in Afghanistan. The monitoring findings shows that the information gap at Torkham remains 
very high and further efforts are required to provide new arrivals with the information they need to stay safe.  
 
Pakistan continues to facilitate the movement of cargo trucks and containers into Afghanistan. As of 22 June, two border 
crossing points (Ghulam Khan and Torkham) are open six days a week (every day except Saturday) to facilitate trade 
between the two countries. The Spin Boldak crossing point has remained closed for commercial traffic since mid-June. 
 
Borders with Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan remain open only for commercial traffic and crossings of passport 
holders back into Afghanistan. 
 
Humanitarians emphasise the critical importance of maintaining a reliable flow of traffic for humanitarian cargo from all 
neighbouring countries and are advocating for special consideration to expedite humanitarian food and relief items 
through border crossings.  
 
Operational Issues:  
Nationwide lockdown remains in place. The Government has also extended the closure of schools until the end of 
August. All government offices have reopened with public servants attending in two shifts and on alternate days. 
According to reports, while lockdown measures are in place, enforcement has been lenient.  
 
Measures to contain the spread of the virus continue to differ across provinces where local authorities are responsible 
for implementation. Humanitarian partners remain active in responding to crises throughout the country, including 
flooding and conflict-related displacement, and continue to urge the Government to employ a national approach to these 

https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/coronavirus/fact-sheets/jul-2-2020-update-united-states-continues-lead-global-response-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/77442.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/77442.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afg_humanitarian_access_snapshot_may_20200618.pdf
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movement issues so that individual negotiations are not required on a case-by-case basis and assistance is not delayed. 
For additional information on access constraints, please see the C-19 Access Impediment Report. 
 
On 24 June, the Afghanistan Civil Aviation Authority announced that commercial domestic flights are expected to resume 
in the coming weeks. Although Kam Air announced that it planned to resume domestic flight operations starting on 1 
July, regular flights have not yet resumed. The United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) has reduced the 
frequency of domestic flight days from five to four days a week. UNHAS no longer conducts regular domestic flights on 
Mondays; however, all locations are still served during the week. UNHAS will adjust the schedule based on user demand. 
UNHAS will continue to support any required evacuation and relocation flights during all days of the week.  
 
International commercial air travel resumed with Turkish and Emirates Airlines providing round-trip international flight 
services from Kabul. Ariana Airlines and Kam Air have also resumed their international flights. Passengers are 
encouraged to check with airlines on flight restrictions for international flights, as well as travel and immigration entry 
requirements of their destination country.  
 
The UNHAS airbridge connecting Kabul and Doha continues to operate on Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. Flights 
into Doha accommodate transiting passengers only. This service is planned to continue until the end of September 2020, 
or until regular commercial international flights consistently resume. The next flight is planned for Tuesday, 7 July. 
 
More Information – Links: UPDATED  
WHO  
• WHO’s latest information on COVID-19 
• WHO COVID-19 Global Dashboard 
• COVID-19 Partners Platform 
• Timeline of WHO’s response to COVID-19 
• Global scientific community unites to track progress on 

COVID-19 R&D, identifies new research priorities and 
critical gaps 

• WHO discontinues hydroxychloroquine and 
lopinavir/ritonavir treatment arms for COVID-19 

• Statement of the twenty-fifth polio IHR Emergency 
Committee 

 
Government of Afghanistan: 
• Ministry of Public Health: COVID-19 Dashboard 
 
Inter-Agency Standing Committee  
• IASC-endorsed COVID-19 guidance – new materials 

available 
• Addressing Mental Health and Psychosocial Aspects of 

COVID-19 Outbreak (available in English, Dari, Pashto) 
 
UN and others 
• UN: Global Humanitarian Response Plan: COVID-19 (April – 

December 2020) – GHRP May Update 
• UN: Comprehensive Response to COVID-19 
• Relief Web: COVID-19 Response Page 
• OCHA: Asia Pacific COVID-19 - Humanitarian Data Portal 
• OCHA: Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan 2018-2021 

(June 2020 Revision) 
• OCHA: Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan 2018-2021 

(June 2020 update) - Infographic 

• FAO: Global food commodity prices rebound in June 
• WFP: Global Response to COVID-19 (June 2020) 
• UNAIDS: Enabling and sustaining support for HIV and 

community systems for health in the time of COVID-19 
• OHCHR: UN torture prevention body – COVID-19 shows 

need to strengthen national preventive mechanisms 
• IEP: COVID-19 and Peace – Preparedness for the Post-

Pandemic Recovery 
• UNICEF: COVID-19 minimum care package for children with 

disabilities 
• WFP: COVID 19 and conflict sensitivity Rapid Operational 

Conflict Risk and Prevention Tool 
• OCHA: Six ways humanitarians are helping women and girls 

in the COVID-19 pandemic 
• SC: ‘Armed groups who ignore this ceasefire-resolution must 

be held to account’ 
• UN Women: Meeting basic needs of women and girls with 

disabilities during COVID-19 
• ICRC +3 more: Tip sheet on maintaining confidential digital 

dialogue during humanitarian emergencies 
• UNICEF: Children with disabilities and COVID-19 
• UNICEF: Nutrition and education collaboration - Checklist for 

reopening schools 
• FAO: Crop Prospects and Food Situation, No. 2 
• MSF: Women and girls face greater dangers during COVID-

19 pandemic 
• UNHCR: Living amid ruins, Afghans get help to build shelters 
• UNHCR: UNHCR urges investment in Afghan displacement 

situation to achieve a decade of hope not despair 
• UNHCR: Border Monitoring update - COVID-19 Response 

(Afghanistan) 

 
 

For further information, please contact: 
Dr. David Lai, Health Cluster Coordinator, Health Emergencies Programme, WHO, laidavid@who.int, Tel. (+93) 
078 176 4906 (for Technical Expertise) 
Dr. Dauod Altaf, Team Lead, WHO Health Emergency, WHO, altafm@who.int, Tel. (+93) 078 220 0342 (for 
Technical Expertise) 
Danielle Parry, Head of Strategy and Coordination, OCHA, parryd@un.org Tel. (+61) 0413 13 7283 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afg_humanitarian_access_snapshot_may_20200618.pdf
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://covid19.who.int/
https://covid-19-response.org/
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/29-06-2020-covidtimeline
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/world-scientific-community-unites-to-track-progress-on-covid-19-r-d-and-identify-new-research-priorities-and-critical-gaps
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/world-scientific-community-unites-to-track-progress-on-covid-19-r-d-and-identify-new-research-priorities-and-critical-gaps
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/world-scientific-community-unites-to-track-progress-on-covid-19-r-d-and-identify-new-research-priorities-and-critical-gaps
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/04-07-2020-who-discontinues-hydroxychloroquine-and-lopinavir-ritonavir-treatment-arms-for-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/04-07-2020-who-discontinues-hydroxychloroquine-and-lopinavir-ritonavir-treatment-arms-for-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-06-2020-statement-of-the-25th-polio-ihr-emergency-committee
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-06-2020-statement-of-the-25th-polio-ihr-emergency-committee
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/covid-19-outbreak-readiness-and-response
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/covid-19-outbreak-readiness-and-response
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-03/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS_0.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-04/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS%20%28Dari%29.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-05/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS%20%28Pashto%29.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-response-plan-covid-19-april-december-2020-ghrp-may-update-0
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-response-plan-covid-19-april-december-2020-ghrp-may-update-0
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_comprehensive_response_to_covid-19_june_2020.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/topics/covid-19
https://interactive.unocha.org/data/ap-covid19-portal/
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-revision
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-revision
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-update
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-update
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1296278/icode/
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000117304/download/
https://unaids-ap.org/2020/06/26/enabling-and-sustaining-support-for-hiv-and-community-systems-for-health-in-the-time-of-covid-19/#more-3541
https://unaids-ap.org/2020/06/26/enabling-and-sustaining-support-for-hiv-and-community-systems-for-health-in-the-time-of-covid-19/#more-3541
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26031&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26031&LangID=E
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-and-peace-preparedness-post-pandemic-recovery
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-and-peace-preparedness-post-pandemic-recovery
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-minimum-care-package-children-disabilities
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-minimum-care-package-children-disabilities
https://www.wfp.org/publications/covid-19-and-conflict-sensitivity
https://www.wfp.org/publications/covid-19-and-conflict-sensitivity
https://unocha.exposure.co/six-ways-humanitarians-are-helping-women-and-girls-in-the-covid19-pandemic
https://unocha.exposure.co/six-ways-humanitarians-are-helping-women-and-girls-in-the-covid19-pandemic
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/%E2%80%98armed-groups-who-ignore-ceasefire-resolution-must-be-held-account%E2%80%99
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/%E2%80%98armed-groups-who-ignore-ceasefire-resolution-must-be-held-account%E2%80%99
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/06/policy-brief-meeting-basic-needs-of-women-and-girls-with-disabilities-during-covid-19
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/06/policy-brief-meeting-basic-needs-of-women-and-girls-with-disabilities-during-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/tip-sheet-maintaining-confidential-digital-dialogue-during-humanitarian-emergencies
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/tip-sheet-maintaining-confidential-digital-dialogue-during-humanitarian-emergencies
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/children-disabilities-and-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/nutrition-and-education-collaboration-checklist-reopening-schools-coordinated-response
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/nutrition-and-education-collaboration-checklist-reopening-schools-coordinated-response
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/crop-prospects-and-food-situation-no-2-july-2020
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/what-we-do/news-stories/news/women-and-girls-face-greater-dangers-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/what-we-do/news-stories/news/women-and-girls-face-greater-dangers-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2020/7/5efde2794/living-amid-ruins-afghans-help-build-shelters.html
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/unhcr-urges-investment-afghan-displacement-situation-achieve-decade-hope-not
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/unhcr-urges-investment-afghan-displacement-situation-achieve-decade-hope-not
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-border-monitoring-update-covid-19-response-21-27-june-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-border-monitoring-update-covid-19-response-21-27-june-2020
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