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AFGHANISTAN 
Strategic Situation Report: COVID-19 
No. 65 (26 July 2020) 

Key Messages: UPDATED 
• People confirmed to have COVID-19: 36,157 (as of 2pm, 26 July. Source: Afghanistan Ministry of Public Health - MoPH) 
• Deaths from COVID-19: 1,259 
• Samples tested: 86,907 

 
Key concerns: Border crossing areas, in-country testing capacity, protective equipment for frontline 
workers, maintaining essential health services, sustained prevention and mitigation measures, 
messaging and rumour management 
 

Situation Overview: UPDATED 
MoPH data shows that 36,157 people across all 34 provinces in Afghanistan are now confirmed to have COVID-
19. Some 25,180 people have recovered, and 1,259 people have died (53 of whom are healthcare workers). 
86,907 people out of a population of 37.6 million have been tested. Almost 10 per cent of the total confirmed 
COVID-19 cases are among healthcare staff. The majority of the deaths were people between the ages of 40 and 69. 
Men in this age group represent more than 52 per cent of all COVID-19-related deaths. Moreover, men account for more 
than 71 per cent of the total COVID-19 confirmed cases. Due to limited public health resources and testing capacity, as 
well as the absence of a national death register, confirmed cases of and deaths from COVID-19 are likely to be under 
reported overall in Afghanistan. Modelling suggests the peak has not yet passed and cases may still accelerate over the 
coming weeks, creating grave implications for Afghanistan’s economy and people’s well-being. Kabul remains the most 
affected part of the country in terms of confirmed cases, followed by Hirat, Balkh, Nangarhar and Kandahar provinces. 
 
Hospitals and clinics continue to report challenges maintaining or expanding their facilities’ capacity to treat patients with 
COVID-19. These challenges are related to the supply of personal protective equipment (PPE), testing kits and medical 
supplies, as well as the limited number of trained staff – further exacerbated by the number of frontline staff falling ill. 
Humanitarian partners urge the Government of Afghanistan to ensure healthcare staff have adequate personal protection 
and to share distribution plans for existing stocks of medical equipment and PPE with humanitarian partners. Current 
laboratory capacity in Afghanistan remains limited. There continues to be an urgent need for increased laboratory 
supplies, as well as to strengthen human capacity and operational support.  
 

 
                                                  Source: MoPH 
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https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-commons/security/login.action#/
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
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WHO notes that when health systems are overwhelmed, as is being seen in Afghanistan, both direct mortality from the 
outbreak and indirect mortality from vaccine-preventable and treatable conditions increase dramatically. WHO stresses 
the need to balance the demands of responding directly to COVID-19, with simultaneously engaging in strategic planning 
and coordinated action to maintain essential health service delivery, mitigating against the risk of system collapse. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Funding: UPDATED 
UNESCO and the European Union have announced the launch of an awareness-raising project to strengthen the 
resilience of states in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic. The project aims to help address the challenges stemming 
from a lack of reliable information on COVID-19. The UNESCO project will establish online information resource centres 
for media professionals, providing journalists with content, information and verified statistics on the pandemic. In addition, 
it will implement awareness-raising campaigns on social media platforms, reinforce national and regional fact-checking 
networks, support public broadcasters and local radio stations to produce content on the pandemic, and run online 
training programs for journalists. The €2.5 million project will primarily be allocated to bolster UNESCO's work in 
Afghanistan, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Haiti, Iraq, Kenya, Mozambique, Senegal and Zimbabwe. 
 
Cross Border: UPDATED  
The Milak crossing (Nimroz) and Islam Qala-Dogharoon (Hirat) crossings with Iran are officially open to commercial traffic 
and movement of documented Afghanistan nationals.  
 
On 25 July, 3,452 Afghanistan nationals returned from Pakistan through the Torkham border. The process was reportedly 
orderly and health screening procedures were followed. Spin Boldak and Ghulam Khan border crossings remain closed 
for pedestrian movement. Pakistan continues to facilitate the movement of cargo trucks and containers into Afghanistan. 
Since 22 June, two border crossing points (Ghulam Khan and Torkham) have been open six days a week (every day 
except Saturday). On July 12, Angor Adda and Kharlachi border crossings were also opened to facilitate trade between 
the two countries.  
 
Borders with Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan remain open only for commercial traffic and crossings of passport 
holders back into Afghanistan. 
 
Humanitarians emphasise the critical importance of maintaining a reliable flow of traffic for humanitarian cargo from all 
neighbouring countries and are advocating for special consideration to expedite humanitarian food and relief items 
through border crossings.  
 
Operational Issues: UPDATED 
A nationwide lockdown remains in place. According to reports, public health advice is not being followed and 
enforcement has been lenient. In most cities, shops and restaurants are open. Measures to contain the spread of the 
virus continue to vary across provinces where local authorities are responsible for implementation. Provincial lockdown 

Afghanistan COVID-19 Rapid Gender Analysis (RGA) - CARE (July 2020): 
 
Between May 17 and June 30, 2020, CARE carried out a Rapid Gender Analysis, collecting surveys from 320 people and  
interviews from 78 leaders and public officials to better understand COVID-19’s impact on women in Afghanistan and ways  
humanitarian responses can better meet people’s needs as the crisis evolves.   

Some of the key findings include: 

• Women have inadequate access to health services. 67 per cent of the consulted women reported that they cannot go to 
health services without a male escort or due to COVID-19-related movement restrictions.  

• Women cannot access information. 45 per cent of the consulted women reported that they are unable to receive sufficient 
information about COVID-19, whereas 15 per cent reported that they are unable to receive any information about COVID-19.  

• Gender Based Violence (GBV) is a serious concern. While only 9 per cent of the interviewees reported increases in 
household conflict, many of the consulted women reported an increase in the number of GBV cases and criminality in public 
spaces. 

• Food is people’s primary concern, and women are eating least. 62 per cent of the interviewees (and 58 per cent of the 
consulted women) reported that their highest need is food. Men and women are eating fewer meals and less nutritious 
diets. On average, women reported missing more meals per week compared to men. 

• Income and job loss are high, and women are getting pushed out of the labour market. 40 per cent of the consulted 
people reported that they had lost access to daily labour as a source of income, and 13 per cent reported that they had lost 
their income completely.  
• Humanitarian assistance has not been enough, and it is excluding women. Only 8 per cent of the interviewees 

have received humanitarian assistance in the last 30 days. 37 per cent of the respondents reported that humanitarian 
assistance prioritised men. 15 per cent claimed that the lack of female humanitarian staff makes it impossible for 
women to access aid. 14 per cent of the consulted people reported that women’s families do not allow them to access 
aid. 

 
The full report and recommendations can be found here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-and-european-union-join-forces-ensure-flow-quality-information-covid-19-crisis
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/hag_quarterly_access_report_q2_2020.pdf
http://www.careevaluations.org/evaluation/afghanistan-covid-19-rga-july-2020/
http://www.careevaluations.org/evaluation/afghanistan-covid-19-rga-july-2020/
http://www.careevaluations.org/evaluation/afghanistan-covid-19-rga-july-2020/
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measures continue to periodically impede humanitarian movement. In the second quarter of 2020, the Humanitarian 
Access Group (HAG) recorded a total of 227 incidents impacting access of humanitarians, compared to 193 in the first 
quarter of 2020. According to the Q2 Access Report, while the high incident numbers in March and April 2020 can be 
explained by government-imposed COVID-19 lockdown measures (which led to 29 and 31 movement restrictions each 
month respectively), the high incident numbers in May increasingly stemmed from interference attempts and conflict 
activity. Humanitarian partners remain active in responding to crises throughout the country, including flooding and 
conflict-related displacement, and continue to urge all parties to the conflict to facilitate unimpeded access to civilians so 
humanitarian assistance is not delayed. For additional information on access constraints, please see the latest HAG 
Quarterly Access Report (Q2).  
 
The Afghanistan Civil Aviation Authority announced that domestic flights have resumed after a three-month hiatus due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) has reduced domestic flight days 
from five to four days a week. UNHAS no longer conducts regular domestic flights on Mondays; however, all locations 
are still served during the week. UNHAS will adjust the schedule based on user demand. UNHAS will continue to support 
any required evacuation and relocation flights during all days of the week.  
 
International commercial air travel has resumed with Ariana Airlines, Kam Air, and Emirates Airlines providing round-trip 
international flight services to/from Kabul. Emirates Airlines announced that effective from 1 August, all passengers 
travelling to Dubai, including those in transit, must have a negative COVID-19 test certificate. The test must be taken a 
maximum of 96 hours before departure. Passengers travelling from Afghanistan must carry a COVID-19 negative 
certificate issued by a Emirates-approved laboratory to be accepted on the flight. Passengers are encouraged to check 
with airlines on flight restrictions for international flights, as well as travel and immigration entry requirements of their 
destination country. 
 
The UNHAS airbridge connecting Kabul and Doha continues to operate on Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. Flights 
into Doha accommodate transiting passengers only. This service is planned to continue until the end of September 
2020, or until regular commercial international flights consistently resume. The next UNHAS flight is planned for 
Tuesday, 28 July. 
 
More Information – Links: UPDATED  
WHO  
• WHO’s latest information on COVID-19 
• WHO COVID-19 Global Dashboard 
• COVID-19 Partners Platform 
• Timeline of WHO’s response to COVID-19 
• Establishing COVID-19 triage stations at healthcare facilities 
• COVID-19 Interim Guidance for the Management of the 

Dead in Humanitarian Settings 
• Guidance for conducting a country COVID-19 intra-action 

review 
 
Government of Afghanistan: 
• Ministry of Public Health: COVID-19 Dashboard 
 
Inter-Agency Standing Committee  
• IASC-endorsed COVID-19 guidance – new materials 

available 
• Addressing Mental Health and Psychosocial Aspects of 

COVID-19 Outbreak (available in English, Dari, Pashto) 
 
UN and others 
• UN: Global Humanitarian Response Plan: COVID-19 (April – 

December 2020) – GHRP July Update 
• UN: Comprehensive Response to COVID-19 
• Relief Web: COVID-19 Response Page 
• OCHA: Asia Pacific COVID-19 - Humanitarian Data Portal 
• OCHA: Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan 2018-2021 

(June 2020 Revision) 
• OCHA: Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan 2018-2021 

(June 2020 update) - Infographic 

• OCHA: UN issues $10.3 billion coronavirus appeal and warns 
of the price of inaction 

• Igarapé Institute: Forecasting the dividends of conflict 
prevention from 2020 - 2030 

• IRC: When Returning to Normal Doesn’t Work for Half the 
World’s Population: How to Build Back Better 

• UNDP: Protecting Poor and Vulnerable People in Developing 
Countries 

• FAO: COVID-19 and family farming 
• SVRI: Pivoting to remote research on violence against 

women during COVID-19 
• UNHCR: UNHCR stresses urgent need for States to end 

unlawful detention of refugees and asylum-seekers, amidst 
COVID-19 pandemic 

• DEC, DFID: UK Government matches another £5 million of 
donations for coronavirus appeal after huge public response 

• IOM: COVID-19 Disease Response | Situation Report 25 
• UNHCR: Asia and the Pacific COVID-19 External Update 
• UNICEF: ROSA COVID-19 Situation Report No. 15 
• UNICEF: Nearly 22 million children in South Asia miss out on 

early education in critical pre-school year due to COVID-19 
• Their world: Five things you need to know this week about 

global education 
• OCHA: Afghanistan Weekly Humanitarian Update 
• UN Women +3 more: Guidance Note for Family Protection 

Centers, Family Guidance Centers and Women and Girl Safe 
Spaces operating during the COVID-19 pandemic 

• CARE: Afghanistan COVID-19 Rapid Gender Analysis (RGA) 
 

 
 For further information, please contact: 

Dr. David Lai, Health Cluster Coordinator, Health Emergencies Programme, WHO, laidavid@who.int, Tel. (+93) 
078 176 4906 (for Technical Expertise) 
Dr. Dauod Altaf, Team Lead, WHO Health Emergency, WHO, altafm@who.int, Tel. (+93) 078 220 0342 (for 
Technical Expertise) 
Danielle Parry, Head of Strategy and Coordination, OCHA, parryd@un.org, Tel. (+61) 0413 13 7283 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/hag_quarterly_access_report_q2_2020.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/hag_quarterly_access_report_q2_2020.pdf
https://www.emirates.com/english/help/flying-to-and-from-dubai/tourists-travelling-to-dubai/
https://c.ekstatic.net/ecl/documents/health-screening-documents/approved-laboratories.pdf
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://covid19.who.int/
https://covid-19-response.org/
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/29-06-2020-covidtimeline
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/establishing-covid-19-triage-stations-healthcare-facilities-key-instructions-and-tips
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-interim-guidance-management-dead-humanitarian-settings-july-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-interim-guidance-management-dead-humanitarian-settings-july-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/guidance-conducting-country-covid-19-intra-action-review-iar
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/guidance-conducting-country-covid-19-intra-action-review-iar
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/covid-19-outbreak-readiness-and-response
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/covid-19-outbreak-readiness-and-response
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-03/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS_0.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-04/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS%20%28Dari%29.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-05/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS%20%28Pashto%29.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-response-plan-covid-19-april-december-2020-ghrp-july-update
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-response-plan-covid-19-april-december-2020-ghrp-july-update
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_comprehensive_response_to_covid-19_june_2020.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/topics/covid-19
https://interactive.unocha.org/data/ap-covid19-portal/
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-revision
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-revision
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-update
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-update
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/un-issues-103-billion-coronavirus-appeal-and-warns-price-inaction-enar
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/un-issues-103-billion-coronavirus-appeal-and-warns-price-inaction-enar
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/forecasting-dividends-conflict-prevention-2020-2030
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/forecasting-dividends-conflict-prevention-2020-2030
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/when-returning-normal-doesn-t-work-half-world-s-population-how-build-back-better
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/when-returning-normal-doesn-t-work-half-world-s-population-how-build-back-better
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/temporary-basic-income-protecting-poor-and-vulnerable-people-developing-countries
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/temporary-basic-income-protecting-poor-and-vulnerable-people-developing-countries
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-and-family-farming
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/svri-knowledge-exchange-pivoting-remote-research-violence-against-women-during-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/svri-knowledge-exchange-pivoting-remote-research-violence-against-women-during-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/unhcr-stresses-urgent-need-states-end-unlawful-detention-refugees-and-asylum-seekers
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/unhcr-stresses-urgent-need-states-end-unlawful-detention-refugees-and-asylum-seekers
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/unhcr-stresses-urgent-need-states-end-unlawful-detention-refugees-and-asylum-seekers
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/uk-government-matches-another-5-million-donations-coronavirus-appeal-after-huge-public
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/uk-government-matches-another-5-million-donations-coronavirus-appeal-after-huge-public
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-disease-response-situation-report-25-18-24-july-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/unhcr-asia-and-pacific-covid-19-external-update-22-july-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/unicef-rosa-covid-19-situation-report-no-15-period-26-june-23-july-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/nearly-22-million-children-south-asia-miss-out-early-education-critical-pre
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/nearly-22-million-children-south-asia-miss-out-early-education-critical-pre
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/five-things-you-need-know-week-about-global-education-july-24-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/five-things-you-need-know-week-about-global-education-july-24-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-weekly-humanitarian-update-13-19-july-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/guidance-note-family-protection-centers-family-guidance-centers-and-women-and
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/guidance-note-family-protection-centers-family-guidance-centers-and-women-and
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