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Situation Overview: UPDATED 
Global Update: According to John Hopkins University, the number of people worldwide who have died with COVID-19 
is more than 2 million, with many regions still reporting surging numbers of new infections as part of a second and 
sometimes a third wave of the pandemic. The pandemic is affecting 191 countries with almost 97 million confirmed cases 
globally, as of 21 January. WHO reports that while the emergence of new virus variants is common, those with higher 
speed of transmission or potentially increased pathogenicity (i.e. the capacity of a microbe to cause damage in a host) 
are very concerning. Crucial investigations are underway to comprehensively understand the behaviour of the new virus 
mutation (B117) and steer the response accordingly.  
 
Country-level Coordination: The revised Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) for 2018-2021 was 
published on 9 January. The HRP identifies 18.4 million people – nearly half the population – are in humanitarian need 
in 2021, as a result of COVID-19, ongoing conflict, and natural disasters. Approximately six times the number of people 
are in need of humanitarian assistance in 2021 compared to four years ago when the multi-year HRP was first developed. 
The health and socio-economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic have seen the number of people in need almost 
double in the past year alone. Afghanistan now has the second highest number of people in emergency food insecurity 
in the world (5.5 million), while nearly one in two children under-five will face acute malnutrition in 2021.  
 
MOPH Figures: As of 21 January, MoPH data shows that 54,483 
people across all 34 provinces in Afghanistan are confirmed to 
have had COVID-19. Some 46,887 people have recovered, and 
2,370 people have died – at least 87 of whom are healthcare 
workers. Only 234,453 people out of a population of 40.4 million 
have been tested. Afghanistan now has a test-positivity-rate – 
positive tests as a percentage of total tests – of 23 per cent, 
suggesting overall under-testing of potential cases. The majority of 
recorded deaths were men between the ages of 50 and 79. Men 
account for almost 68 per cent of the total COVID-19 confirmed cases 
in the MoPH data, although this may be the result of over-
representation of men in testing. Due to limited public health 
resources and testing capacity, lack of people coming forward for 
testing, as well as the absence of a national death register, confirmed 
cases of and deaths from COVID-19 are likely to be under-reported 
overall in Afghanistan. Stigma is considered a major factor in people 
choosing not to get tests and risk communications work is critical to turning this around. WHO warns 
that widespread complacency and failure to follow public health advice is creating grave risks in the community with 
people generally not observing physical distancing or mask wearing protocols. 
 
Second Wave: In November 2020, MoPH confirmed that Afghanistan was in a second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Following months of consistently lower confirmed COVID-19 cases, MoPH tracking data has seen an uptick in cases, 
with 80 new COVID-19 cases recorded in the last 24 hours, although numbers now appear to be slowing. WHO 
Afghanistan remains  concerned about mutations of the virus. WHO has sent recent COVID-19 samples for genomic 
sequencing to track for variants and confirm if the mutation is currently present in Afghanistan. WHO suspects this to be 
the case and reiterates that vigilance should be maintained. 
 
The rollout of the annual influenza vaccination across Afghanistan this winter is more important than ever to help the 
health system manage COVID-19 cases. Increasing influenza vaccine coverage can reduce the strain on the health care 
system and free-up limited health resources to focus on treating more severe cases of COVID-19. Public health experts 
strongly urge the public to follow health advice on physical distancing, mask wearing, good hygiene, hand washing and 
other proven strategies that mitigate the risk of COVID-19 transmission. 
 
Health Services: Hospitals and clinics continue to report challenges maintaining or expanding their facilities’ capacity to 
treat patients with COVID-19, as well as maintaining essential health services, especially in areas of active conflict. WHO 
stresses the need to balance the demands of responding directly to COVID-19, with simultaneously engaging in strategic 
planning and coordinated action to maintain essential health service delivery, mitigating against the risk of system 
collapse.  
 

Source: MoPH 

https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/who-urges-greater-surveillance-new-covid-19-variants-emerge
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/afg_humanitarian_response_plan_2018_2021_jan_2021.pdf
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-commons/security/login.action#/
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
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Almost eight per cent of the total confirmed COVID-19 cases are among healthcare staff. Health facilities across the 
country continue to report shortfalls in PPE, medical supplies and equipment, further challenging their capacity to treat 
COVID-19 patients. There is an urgent need to ensure a continued distribution of medical and protective equipment to 
all corners of the country. While 15 laboratories are now operating in Afghanistan, the capacity of these facilities remains 
limited and stocks of supplies have periodically run out. National capacity for COVID-19 testing has topped 5,800 a day 
however these laboratories are not being fully utilised. Humanitarian partners urge the Government to ensure laboratories 
are appropriately equipped, staff receive timely remuneration and that procured supplies go to under-resourced health 
centres in a transparent manner so that life-saving support can be delivered to those most in need.  
 
Vaccination: The Government of Afghanistan and the UN have initiated a number of steps to prepare for the rollout of 
a COVID-19 vaccine across the country, including the development of a National Vaccine Deployment Plan (NVDP). A 
technical working group comprised of government and UN organisations and chaired by the Ministry of Public Health 
have developed plans for vaccine operations, cold chain management, communication, surveillance, training and 
monitoring and evaluation/data and will complement the existing Vice Presidential COVID-19 Task Force. As a 
preparation for the COVID-19 vaccine deployment, UNICEF will be responsible for vaccine/injection supply procurement, 
communication and social mobilisation support, and cold chain procurement. WHO’s responsibility, on the other hand, 
will include: developing training materials and tools; micro-planning; training of health workers; vaccine operation and; 
monitoring and evaluation. Other UN and NGO organisations will also be involved in preparation and roll out of the 
vaccine through both existing and new programming. Joint efforts are being coordinated through a recently established 
technical team. The COVID-19 vaccine is expected to be available in Afghanistan in 2021 through the COVAX Advanced 
Market Commitment (AMC) facility. While GAVI had provided funding through the COVAX facility to cover vaccine costs 
for up to 20 per cent of the population, the World Bank and Asia Development Bank have recently committed to provide 
funds to cover an additional 40 per cent of the population.  
 
Socio-economic impacts: The socio-economic impacts of COVID-19 are translating into a dramatic deterioration in 
food insecurity with levels, now similar to those seen during the 2018 drought. An estimated 16.9 million people are in 
crisis or emergency levels of food insecurity through until March. The current climate outlook is also worrying with 
predictions of reduced precipitation and higher temperatures potentially affecting farmers and pastoralists over the next 
few months. Food prices are already  at elevated levels due to COVID-19. According to WFP’s market monitoring, the 
average wheat flour price (low price and high price) increased by 13 per cent between 14 March and 20 January, while 
the cost of pulses, sugar, cooking oil and rice (low quality) increased by 23 per cent, 21 per cent, 46 per cent, and 18 per 
cent, respectively, over the same period. This price increase is accompanied by declining purchasing power of casual 
labourers and pastoralists – which have deteriorated by 19 per cent and 18 per cent respectively (compared to 14 March). 
These factors, combined with COVID-19 related interruptions to informal employment and decreased remittances, are 
driving people into crippling debt. Data from the 2020 Whole of Afghanistan Assessment shows that the primary reason 
for taking on this debt was to pay for food (53 per cent). 
 
Winterisation support: Afghanistan is enduring a grim winter as people struggle to keep themselves warm amid soaring 
poverty driven by the economic shock of COVID-19. Given this situation, there is an urgent need for additional funding 
for winterisation support from both the Government and donors to help struggling households survive the harsh weather 
ahead. The ICCT’s $137m winterisation plan aims to reach 2.5m people over the winter months with a range of life-
saving support including cash and in-kind heating assistance for households and classrooms, warm clothes, seasonal 
food support, nutrition treatment, and health services for winter sickness. To date, about half of the funds needed have 
been committed by donors and the Government ($71.7m), leaving a gap of $65.8m. 
 
Cross Border: UPDATED  
Border Crossings: The Milak (Nimroz) and Islam Qala-Dogharoon (Hirat) crossings with Iran are officially open to 
commercial traffic and movement of documented Afghanistan nationals. According to the Border Monitoring Team of the 
Directorate of Refugees and Repatriation (DoRR), a total of 11,903 Afghanistan nationals returned from Iran through the 
Milak and Islam Qala border crossing sites between 8 and 14 January. 6,198 people returned voluntarily and 5,705 were 
deported. IOM provided post-arrival humanitarian assistance to 414 people or 3 per cent of all undocumented 
Afghanistan nationals returning from Iran at its transit centres in Hirat and Nimroz during the past week.   
 
Afghanistan’s border with Pakistan at Spin Boldak officially opened on 21 August 2020 and at Torkham on 28 September 
2020. Between 8 and 14 January 2021, a total of 73 undocumented Afghans returned from Pakistan through the Torkham 
(11 deportees) and Spin Boldak (62 returnees) borders. Ghulam Khan border crossing remains closed for pedestrian 
movement. 
 
Operational Issues:  
Commercial domestic flights are operating. The United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) is flying domestically 
four days per week. UNHAS will continue to support any required evacuation and relocation flights during all days of the 
week. 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/iom_afghanistan-return_of_undocumented_afghans_situation_report_08-14_jan_2021.pdf
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International commercial air travel continues with Air Arabia, Ariana Airlines, Kam Air and Emirates Airlines providing 
round-trip international flight services to/from Kabul. Given the potential for airlines to reduce their flights, passengers 
are encouraged to check with their airline for the latest advisories. 
 
More Information – Links: UPDATED  
WHO  
• WHO’s latest information on COVID-19 
• WHO COVID-19 Global Dashboard 
• Weekly Epidemiological Update (17 January 2021) 
• WHO Director-General's opening remarks at 148th session 

of the Executive Board 
• Strengthening preparedness for health emergencies 
 

Government of Afghanistan: 
• Ministry of Public Health: COVID-19 Dashboard 
 

Inter-Agency Standing Committee  
• IASC-endorsed COVID-19 guidance – new materials 

available 
• Addressing Mental Health and Psychosocial Aspects of 

COVID-19 Outbreak (available in English, Dari, Pashto) 
 
UN and others 
• Relief Web: COVID-19 Response Page 
• OCHA: Global Humanitarian Overview 2020 
• OCHA: Global Humanitarian Response Plan COVID-19 

Progress Report: Fourth Edition, 17 November 2020 
• UN: Comprehensive Response to COVID-19 (September)  
• OCHA: Asia Pacific COVID-19 - Humanitarian Data Portal 
• OCHA: Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan (2018-

2021) - Mid-Year Monitoring Report (Jan - Jun 2020) 
• OCHA: Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan - 2020 

Quarter Three Dashboard (Jan - Sep 2020) 
• OCHA: Afghanistan Humanitarian Needs Overview 2021 

(December 2020) 
• OCHA: Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan 2021 

(January 2021) 
• OCHA: Afghanistan Humanitarian Needs and Planned 

Response 2021 
• UN SC: Security Council Pressed Ahead in 2020 with 

Mandate to Protect Civilians, Build Peace, as COVID-19 
Infected 84 Million People Worldwide 

• UN DESA: International Migration 2020 Highlights 
• UNDRR: COVID-19: "immunity is not the privilege of the few 

but the right of all" 
• IFRC: Vaccines alone will not end pandemic, warns IFRC 
• 3ie: Big data in the time of a pandemic 

• Govt. UK: UK meets £250m match aid target into COVAX, the 
global vaccines facility 

• Govt. UK: Aid beneficiaries continue to be abused by aid 
workers 

• Govt. Netherlands: Additional Dutch support for vaccines in 
poor countries 

• UNHCR: Voluntary Repatriation of Afghan Refugees 
• UNHCR: Asia and the Pacific COVID-19 External Update 
• IOM: DTM (COVID-19) Global Mobility Restriction Overview 
• IRC: Billions will not receive a COVID-19 vaccine in 2021 
• UNICEF: Children cannot afford another year of school 

disruption 
• UNESCO: COVID-19 impacts youth voices and hampers 

participation 
• UNHCR: Q&A: ‘Including refugees in the vaccine rollout is 

key to ending the pandemic’ 
• Insecurity Insight: Attacks on Health Care Monthly News Brief  
• BMJ: Priority setting during the COVID-19 pandemic: going 

beyond vaccines 
• BMJ: Equitable recovery from COVID-19: Bring global 

commitments to community level 
• World Vision: Food vouchers or food boxes? Here’s what we 

know 
• FAO + 4 more: Asia and the Pacific regional overview of food 

security and nutrition 2020 
• HRW: World Report | 2021 - Events of 2020 
• ILO: Working from home: From invisibility to decent work 
• FAO: Mitigating the potential impacts of dry conditions 

triggered by La Niña in Afghanistan 
• FAO: Innovation to counter food supply-chain disruptions and 

spur recovery 
• INSO: Despite Coronavirus restrictions, 2020 saw only a 

marginal reduction in incidents impacting NGOs 
• REACH: Afghanistan Joint Market Monitoring Initiative 
• USAID: Afghanistan - Complex Emergency Fact Sheet #1 
• iMMAP: Afghanistan Multi-Sectoral Dashboard for 

Humanitarian Response Services 
• SC: 10 million Afghan children need life-saving help 
• UNICEF: UN agencies warn economic impact of COVID-19 

and worsening inequalities will fuel malnutrition for billions in 
Asia and the Pacific Child and maternal diets particularly 
vulnerable 

 
 
 

For further information, please contact: 
Dr. David Lai, Health Cluster Coordinator, Health Emergencies Programme, WHO, laidavid@who.int, Tel. (+93) 
078 176 4906 (for Technical Expertise) 
Dr. Dauod Altaf, Team Lead, WHO Health Emergency, WHO, altafm@who.int, Tel. (+93) 078 220 0342 (for 
Technical Expertise) 
Danielle Parry, Head of Strategy and Coordination, OCHA, parryd@un.org, Tel. (+93) 079 300 1124 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://covid19.who.int/
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/coronavirus-disease-covid-19-weekly-epidemiological-update-17-january-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/who-director-generals-opening-remarks-148th-session-executive-board
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/who-director-generals-opening-remarks-148th-session-executive-board
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/strengthening-preparedness-health-emergencies-implementation-international-health
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/covid-19-outbreak-readiness-and-response
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/covid-19-outbreak-readiness-and-response
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-03/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS_0.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-04/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS%20%28Dari%29.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-05/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS%20%28Pashto%29.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/topics/covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-overview-2021-abridged-version-enarfres
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-response-plan-covid-19-progress-report-fourth-edition-17-november
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-response-plan-covid-19-progress-report-fourth-edition-17-november
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un-comprehensive-response-to-covid-19.pdf
https://interactive.unocha.org/data/ap-covid19-portal/
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/document/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-mid-year-monitoring
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/document/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-mid-year-monitoring
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2020-quarter-three-dashboard-jan-sep-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2020-quarter-three-dashboard-jan-sep-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-needs-overview-2021-december-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-needs-overview-2021-december-2020
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/afg_humanitarian_response_plan_2018_2021_jan_2021.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/afg_humanitarian_response_plan_2018_2021_jan_2021.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-needs-and-planned-response-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-needs-and-planned-response-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/security-council-pressed-ahead-2020-mandate-protect-civilians-build-peace-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/security-council-pressed-ahead-2020-mandate-protect-civilians-build-peace-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/security-council-pressed-ahead-2020-mandate-protect-civilians-build-peace-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/international-migration-2020-highlights-enruzh
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-immunity-not-privilege-few-right-all
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-immunity-not-privilege-few-right-all
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-vaccines-alone-will-not-end-pandemic-warns-ifrc
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/big-data-time-pandemic
https://reliefweb.int/report/united-kingdom-great-britain-and-northern-ireland/uk-meets-250m-match-aid-target-covax-global
https://reliefweb.int/report/united-kingdom-great-britain-and-northern-ireland/uk-meets-250m-match-aid-target-covax-global
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/aid-beneficiaries-continue-be-abused-aid-workers
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/aid-beneficiaries-continue-be-abused-aid-workers
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/additional-dutch-support-vaccines-poor-countries
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/additional-dutch-support-vaccines-poor-countries
https://reliefweb.int/report/pakistan/pakistan-voluntary-repatriation-afghan-refugees-south-west-asia-quarterly-update-3
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/unhcr-asia-and-pacific-covid-19-external-update-15-january-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/dtm-covid-19-global-mobility-restriction-overview-11-january-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/billions-will-not-receive-covid-19-vaccine-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/children-cannot-afford-another-year-school-disruption-enar
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/children-cannot-afford-another-year-school-disruption-enar
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-impacts-youth-voices-and-hampers-participation
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-impacts-youth-voices-and-hampers-participation
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/qa-including-refugees-vaccine-rollout-key-ending-pandemic
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/qa-including-refugees-vaccine-rollout-key-ending-pandemic
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/attacks-health-care-monthly-news-brief-december-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/priority-setting-during-covid-19-pandemic-going-beyond-vaccines
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/priority-setting-during-covid-19-pandemic-going-beyond-vaccines
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/equitable-recovery-covid-19-bring-global-commitments-community-level
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/equitable-recovery-covid-19-bring-global-commitments-community-level
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/food-vouchers-or-food-boxes-here-s-what-we-know
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/food-vouchers-or-food-boxes-here-s-what-we-know
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/asia-and-pacific-regional-overview-food-security-and-nutrition-2020-maternal-and-child
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/asia-and-pacific-regional-overview-food-security-and-nutrition-2020-maternal-and-child
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/world-report-2021-events-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/working-home-invisibility-decent-work
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/mitigating-potential-impacts-dry-conditions-triggered-la-ni-afghanistan
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/mitigating-potential-impacts-dry-conditions-triggered-la-ni-afghanistan
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/innovation-counter-food-supply-chain-disruptions-and-spur-recovery
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/innovation-counter-food-supply-chain-disruptions-and-spur-recovery
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/despite-coronavirus-restrictions-2020-saw-only-marginal-reduction-incidents-impacting
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/despite-coronavirus-restrictions-2020-saw-only-marginal-reduction-incidents-impacting
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-joint-market-monitoring-initiative-jmmi-perceived-impact-covid-19-4
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-complex-emergency-fact-sheet-1-fiscal-year-fy-2021-january-12-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-multi-sectoral-dashboard-humanitarian-response-services-december-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-multi-sectoral-dashboard-humanitarian-response-services-december-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/revealed-10-million-afghan-children-need-life-saving-help
https://www.unicef.org/afghanistan/press-releases/un-agencies-warn-economic-impact-covid-19-and-worsening-inequalities-will-fuel?fbclid=IwAR3BtEFUbloGIxQTjQTWAChk5hCthGA2XMBL7_A3xclGzMhoU1g73QywWwM
https://www.unicef.org/afghanistan/press-releases/un-agencies-warn-economic-impact-covid-19-and-worsening-inequalities-will-fuel?fbclid=IwAR3BtEFUbloGIxQTjQTWAChk5hCthGA2XMBL7_A3xclGzMhoU1g73QywWwM
https://www.unicef.org/afghanistan/press-releases/un-agencies-warn-economic-impact-covid-19-and-worsening-inequalities-will-fuel?fbclid=IwAR3BtEFUbloGIxQTjQTWAChk5hCthGA2XMBL7_A3xclGzMhoU1g73QywWwM
https://www.unicef.org/afghanistan/press-releases/un-agencies-warn-economic-impact-covid-19-and-worsening-inequalities-will-fuel?fbclid=IwAR3BtEFUbloGIxQTjQTWAChk5hCthGA2XMBL7_A3xclGzMhoU1g73QywWwM
mailto:laidavid@who.int
mailto:altafm@who.int
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