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AFGHANISTAN 
Strategic Situation Report: COVID-19 
No. 68 (13 August 2020) 

Key Messages: UPDATED 
• People confirmed to have COVID-19: 37,424 (as of 2pm, 13 August. Source: Afghanistan Ministry of Public Health - MoPH) 
• Deaths from COVID-19: 1,363 
• Samples tested: 97,778 
 
Key concerns: Border crossing areas, in-country testing capacity, protective equipment for frontline 
workers, maintaining essential health services, public complacency, sustained prevention and 
mitigation measures, messaging and rumour management 
 

Situation Overview: UPDATED 
According to data from Johns Hopkins University, more than 20 million people across the world have tested 
positive for COVID-19, and the growth rate continues to accelerate. MoPH data shows that 37,424 people across 
all 34 provinces in Afghanistan are now confirmed to have COVID-19. Some 26,714 people have recovered, and 
1,363 people have died (58 of whom are healthcare workers). 97,778 people out of a population of 37.6 million 
have been tested. Almost 10 per cent of the total confirmed COVID-19 cases are among healthcare staff. The 
majority of the deaths were people between the ages of 40 and 69. Men in this age group represent more than 51 per 
cent of all COVID-19-related deaths. Moreover, men account for 71 per cent of the total COVID-19 confirmed cases 
although this may be the result of over-representation of men in testing. Due to limited public health resources and testing 
capacity, as well as the absence of a national death register, confirmed cases of and deaths from COVID-19 are likely 
under reported overall in Afghanistan. Kabul remains the most affected part of the country in terms of confirmed cases, 
followed by Hirat, Balkh, Kandahar and Nangarhar provinces. 
 
Complacency and failure to follow public health advice is creating grave risks in the community with people generally not 
observing physical distancing protocols. Recent modelling on COVID-19 projections, developed by the Centre for 
Humanitarian Data in collaboration with Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory and released on 29 July, suggests 
an increase in the number of cases in Afghanistan, including an increase in the number of severe cases and deaths, in 
the coming weeks if current preventative measures are maintained. Modelling further suggests a significant increase in 
severe cases (potentially up to 5x the number) should current preventative measures be lifted, creating grave implications 
for Afghanistan’s economy and people’s well-being. 
 

 
                                                  Source: MoPH 
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https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-commons/security/login.action#/
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
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Hospitals and clinics continue to report challenges maintaining or expanding their facilities’ capacity to treat patients with 
COVID-19 as well as maintaining essential health services. WHO notes that it is important to ensure healthcare workers 
have the proper personal protection to carry out services. In addition, effective and accurate risk communication 
messages are needed to re-assure people that it is safe to seek treatment at hospitals and health centres and that health 
centres are carrying out proper infection prevention and control measures. Current laboratory capacity in Afghanistan 
remains limited. Humanitarian partners urge the Government of Afghanistan to ensure laboratories are appropriately 
equipped and that procured supplies go to under-resourced health centres in a transparent manner, so that life-saving 
support can be delivered to those most in need. 
 
WHO notes that when health systems are overwhelmed, as is being seen in Afghanistan, both direct mortality from the 
outbreak and indirect mortality from vaccine-preventable and treatable conditions increase dramatically. WHO stresses 
the need to balance the demands of responding directly to COVID-19, with simultaneously engaging in strategic planning 
and coordinated action to maintain essential health service delivery, mitigating against the risk of system collapse. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response Activities: UPDATED 
Humanitarians have rapidly scaled-up services to support the response to the pandemic, reaching millions of people with 
life-saving assistance for new and existing needs. For a detailed update of all cluster response activities in Afghanistan 
please see the latest Operational Situation Report.  
 
Key cumulative COVID-19 response figures include:  
• Health Cluster partners have reached almost 4.7m people with risk communication and community engagement 

messages 
• More than 2.2 million people have been reached with WASH assistance 
• More than 516,000 people have been reached by ES-NFI partners with key messages on the prevention of COVID-

19 
• Protection partners have reached almost 2243,000 people with psychosocial support services  

Access to information more urgent than ever during COVID-19 - UNAMA (11 August 2020):  
 
GARDEZ/FAYZABAD - The importance of public access to information is even more critical during the time of COVID-19 has 
been noted by participants in a series of radio discussions held in Afghanistan’s north-eastern and south-eastern provinces. 
 
During broadcasts in the provinces of Badakhshan, Ghazni, Khost, Paktika and Paktya, panellists argued that the citizen’s right to 
accurate and timely information can literally be a matter of life and death. On Ghazni's Shamla Radio station, participants also 
stressed the importance of a free media informing the public on the pandemic as well as countering misinformation and myths on 
the spread, prevention and treatment of COVID-19.   
 
Speaking on Radio Pashtoon Ghag, in Sharana, the Head of Women Affairs Department in Paktika, Khoshbo Maidanwal, lauded 
the media for providing COVID-19 information, but lamented the absence of female journalists in the province, calling it a missed 
opportunity for combating the pandemic.  "Women understand other women better," observed Maidanwal, "unfortunately, we don't 
have a single female journalist in the whole of Paktika province."   
 
In Badakhshan province, people on Sada-e- Banowan Radio, claimed that comparatively low recorded rates of contraction were 
in part due to strong reportage by local media.  Dr. Noshin Gawhar Karimi, advised listeners to vet their sources of information 
and cautioned against spreading misinformation and rumours.  “I call on people to use information from credible media and not to 
spread rumours from unknown sources, especially from social media,” said Karimi, who is a senior official at the Badakhshan 
Department of Health.   
 
As Afghanistan and the world grapples with the pandemic, journalists are central to providing critical information, as well as 
countering the spread of misinformation, particularly on social media. UN Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres, in his address on 
World Press Freedom Day, put the spotlight on the media’s role. "As the pandemic spreads, it has also given rise to a second 
pandemic of misinformation, from harmful health advice to wild conspiracy theories. The press provides the antidote: verified, 
scientific, fact-based news and analysis," he said.   
 
The UN has been running a global ‘Verified’ campaign aimed at delivering trusted information on COVID-19. The initiative also 
invites the public to become information volunteers and share UN-verified, science-based content and stories highlighting the best 
of humanity.   
 
Organised by UNAMA’s field offices in Gardez and Kunduz, the radio series concluded with calls for Afghans to work together in 
fighting the pandemic by avoiding misinformation, ending stigma and staying away from large gatherings. They urged everyone to 
follow the WHO guidelines, including phsyicaldistancing, washing hands and wearing face masks in public places.   
 
 
 
 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Afghanistan%20-%20COVID-19%20Multi-Sectoral%20Response%20Operational%20Situation%20Report%2C%2012%20August%202020.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/access-information-more-urgent-ever-during-covid-19
https://unama.unmissions.org/access-information-more-urgent-ever-during-covid-19
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• Nearly 68,000 children have been reached with home-based learning materials 
• Nutrition partners have distributed almost 67,000 IEC materials across the country since the start of the crisis 
• Close to 327,000 people have been reached with COVID-19 specific food assistance by FSAC partners between the 

beginning of May and 31 July 
 
Cross Border: UPDATED  
The Milak (Nimroz) and Islam Qala-Dogharoon (Hirat) crossings with Iran are officially open to commercial traffic and 
movement of documented Afghanistan nationals. According to the Border Monitoring Team of the Directorate of 
Refugees and Repatriation (DoRR), a total of 10,251 Afghanistan nationals returned from Iran through the Milak and 
Islam Qala border crossing sites between 2 and 8 August, a 29 per cent decrease from the previous week (14,508). 
5,616 people returned voluntarily and 4,635 were deported. IOM provided post-arrival humanitarian assistance to 645 
people or 6 per cent of all undocumented Afghanistan nationals returning from Iran at its transit centres in Hirat and 
Nimroz during the past week. IOM notes that a reduction in assistance provided by IOM at transit centres is related to 
funding constraints for the cross-border return programme. 
 
According to UNHCR’s latest border monitoring report (covering the period between 26 July and 8 August), 31 per cent 
of returnees interviewed at the Islam Qala and Milak border crossing points and 55 per cent of returnees interviewed at 
the Torkham border crossing point said they faced problems during the COVID-19 outbreak in neighbouring countries, 
such as lost work/wages, discrimination/stigmatisation by local communities, lack of access to markets, pressure from 
authorities to return to Afghanistan, movement restrictions related to the lockdown, and lack of access to medical 
services. 92 per cent of respondents returning from Iran and 95 per cent of respondents returning from Pakistan stated 
that they had received information about COVID-19 in the respective countries, mainly through TV, radio, religious 
leaders and local communities. 11 per cent of returnees interviewed at the Milak border crossing point, 15 per cent at 
Islam Qala, and almost 73 per cent interviewed at Torkham border crossing reported that they had not received 
information about COVID-19 upon arrival in Afghanistan. Spin Boldak and Ghulam Khan border crossings remain 
officially closed for pedestrian movement. 
 
Pakistan continues to facilitate the movement of cargo trucks and containers into Afghanistan. Since 12 July, four border 
crossing points (Ghulam Khan, Torkham, Angor Adda and Kharlachi) have been open for trucks six days a week (every 
day except Saturday). On 12 August, Spin Boldak border crossing was also opened to facilitate trade between the two 
countries. 
 
Borders with Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan remain open only for commercial traffic and crossings of passport 
holders back into Afghanistan. Humanitarians emphasise the critical importance of maintaining a reliable flow of traffic 
for humanitarian cargo from all neighbouring countries and are advocating for special consideration to expedite 
humanitarian food and relief items through border crossings.  
 
Operational Issues: UPDATED 
A nationwide lockdown remains officially in place. According to reports, public health advice is not being followed and 
enforcement has been lenient. Measures to contain the spread of the virus continue to vary across provinces where local 
authorities are responsible for implementation. Provincial lockdown measures continue to periodically impede 
humanitarian movement. For more information on access constraints, please see the latest HAG Quarterly Access 
Report (Q2). Humanitarian partners remain active in responding to crises throughout the country, including flooding and 
conflict-related displacement, and continue to urge all parties to the conflict to facilitate unimpeded access to civilians so 
humanitarian assistance is not delayed.  
 
Commercial domestic flights have resumed after a three-month hiatus due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The United 
Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) has reduced domestic flight days from five to four days a week. UNHAS will 
continue to support any required evacuation and relocation flights during all days of the week.  
 
International commercial air travel has resumed with Air Arabia, Ariana Airlines, Kam Air, and Emirates Airlines providing 
round-trip international flight services to/from Kabul. Emirates Airlines announced that effective from 1 August, all 
passengers travelling to Dubai, including those in transit, must have a negative COVID-19 test certificate issued by an 
Emirates-approved laboratory to be accepted on the flight. The test must be taken a maximum of 96 hours before 
departure. Passengers are encouraged to check with airlines on flight restrictions for international flights, as well as travel 
and immigration entry requirements of their destination country. 
 
The UNHAS airbridge connecting Kabul and Doha continues to operate on Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. Flights 
into Doha accommodate transiting passengers only. UNHAS has been closely monitoring demand on the Doha Airbridge 
and noted a significant reduction in passenger loads with the resumption of commercial flights. However, since there is 
still inadequate clarity on continuity and predictability of services from commercial airlines, UNHAS is fully committed to 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/78227.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/hag_quarterly_access_report_q2_2020.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/hag_quarterly_access_report_q2_2020.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/hag_quarterly_access_report_q2_2020.pdf
https://www.emirates.com/english/help/flying-to-and-from-dubai/tourists-travelling-to-dubai/
https://c.ekstatic.net/ecl/documents/health-screening-documents/approved-laboratories.pdf
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support the Doha Airbridge until 30 September 2020 as per the initial plan. The next UNHAS flight is planned for Sunday, 
16 August. 
 
More Information – Links: UPDATED  
WHO  
• WHO’s latest information on COVID-19 
• WHO COVID-19 Global Dashboard 
• COVID-19 Partners Platform 
• Timeline of WHO’s response to COVID-19 
 
Government of Afghanistan: 
• Ministry of Public Health: COVID-19 Dashboard 
 
Inter-Agency Standing Committee  
• IASC-endorsed COVID-19 guidance – new materials 

available 
• Addressing Mental Health and Psychosocial Aspects of 

COVID-19 Outbreak (available in English, Dari, Pashto) 
 
UN and others 
• UN: Global Humanitarian Response Plan: COVID-19 (April – 

December 2020) – GHRP July Update 
• UN: Comprehensive Response to COVID-19 
• Relief Web: COVID-19 Response Page 
• OCHA: Asia Pacific COVID-19 - Humanitarian Data Portal 
• OCHA: Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan 2018-2021 

(June 2020 Revision) 
• OCHA: Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan 2018-2021 

(June 2020 update) - Infographic 
• UN SG: Inequalities, Global Poverty Could Grow for Years, 

Secretary-General Warns at Security Council Teleconference 
on ‘Pandemics and Sustaining Peace’ 

• Security Council Report: High-Level Open Debate on 
Pandemics and the Challenges of Sustaining Peace 

• UNFPA: Youth leading the way in COVID-19 solutions - 
Statement by UNFPA Executive Director Dr. Natalia Kanem 
International Youth Day 

• IOM: ICC, IOM Launch COVID-19 Guidance for the 
Protection of Migrants 

• DI: Tracking aid flows in light of the Covid-19 crisis 
• MSF: Responding to COVID-19, Global Accountability Report  
• UNICEF, WHO: Progress on drinking water, sanitation and 

hygiene in schools: Special focus on COVID-19 
• UNICEF: How are Countries Preparing to Mitigate the 

Learning Loss as They Reopen Schools?  
• ECW: Stronger Together in Crises - Annual Results Report 
• Plan International: Setting the agenda: Girls platform for 

action 
• SC: Leading Children’s Organizations Call for Immediate 

Release of Children Together With Their Families 
• SC: From grief to influence: channelling the power of children 

and youth 
• IsDB: How the textile industry can help countries recover from 

COVID-19 
• UNHCR: Global COVID-19 Emergency Response 
• WFP: Afghanistan Countrywide Weekly Market Price Bulletin, 

Issue 13 (Covering 2nd week of August 2020) - 12 August 
• UNHCR: Afghanistan Border Monitoring update - COVID-19 

Response 
• ACT Alliance: Enabling Health Workers to fight COVID-19 

safely and securely (Afghanistan) 
• UNAMA: Access to information more urgent than ever during 

COVID-19 
• OCHA: COVID-19 Multi-Sectoral Response Operational 

Situation Report, 12 August 2020 (Afghanistan) 
 

 
 

For further information, please contact: 
Dr. David Lai, Health Cluster Coordinator, Health Emergencies Programme, WHO, laidavid@who.int, Tel. (+93) 
078 176 4906 (for Technical Expertise) 
Dr. Dauod Altaf, Team Lead, WHO Health Emergency, WHO, altafm@who.int, Tel. (+93) 078 220 0342 (for 
Technical Expertise) 
Danielle Parry, Head of Strategy and Coordination, OCHA, parryd@un.org, Tel. (+61) 0413 13 7283 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://covid19.who.int/
https://covid-19-response.org/
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/29-06-2020-covidtimeline
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/covid-19-outbreak-readiness-and-response
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/covid-19-outbreak-readiness-and-response
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-03/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS_0.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-04/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS%20%28Dari%29.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-05/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS%20%28Pashto%29.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-response-plan-covid-19-april-december-2020-ghrp-july-update
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-response-plan-covid-19-april-december-2020-ghrp-july-update
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_comprehensive_response_to_covid-19_june_2020.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/topics/covid-19
https://interactive.unocha.org/data/ap-covid19-portal/
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-revision
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-revision
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-update
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-update
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/inequalities-global-poverty-could-grow-years-secretary-general-warns-security-council
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/inequalities-global-poverty-could-grow-years-secretary-general-warns-security-council
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/inequalities-global-poverty-could-grow-years-secretary-general-warns-security-council
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/high-level-open-debate-pandemics-and-challenges-sustaining-peace
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/high-level-open-debate-pandemics-and-challenges-sustaining-peace
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/youth-leading-way-covid-19-solutions-statement-unfpa-executive-director-dr-natalia
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/youth-leading-way-covid-19-solutions-statement-unfpa-executive-director-dr-natalia
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/youth-leading-way-covid-19-solutions-statement-unfpa-executive-director-dr-natalia
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/icc-iom-launch-covid-19-guidance-protection-migrants
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/icc-iom-launch-covid-19-guidance-protection-migrants
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/tracking-aid-flows-light-covid-19-crisis
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/responding-covid-19-global-accountability-report-1-march-may-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/progress-drinking-water-sanitation-and-hygiene-schools-special-focus-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/progress-drinking-water-sanitation-and-hygiene-schools-special-focus-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-how-are-countries-preparing-mitigate-learning-loss-they-reopen-schools-trends
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-how-are-countries-preparing-mitigate-learning-loss-they-reopen-schools-trends
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/stronger-together-crises-2019-annual-results-report
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/setting-agenda-girls-platform-action
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/setting-agenda-girls-platform-action
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/leading-children-s-organizations-call-immediate-release-children-together-their
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/leading-children-s-organizations-call-immediate-release-children-together-their
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/grief-influence-channelling-power-children-and-youth
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/grief-influence-channelling-power-children-and-youth
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/how-textile-industry-can-help-countries-recover-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/how-textile-industry-can-help-countries-recover-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-covid-19-emergency-response
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-countrywide-weekly-market-price-bulletin-issue-13-covering-2nd-week
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-countrywide-weekly-market-price-bulletin-issue-13-covering-2nd-week
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-border-monitoring-update-covid-19-response-26-july-08-august-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-border-monitoring-update-covid-19-response-26-july-08-august-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-enabling-health-workers-fight-covid-19-safely-and-securely
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-enabling-health-workers-fight-covid-19-safely-and-securely
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/access-information-more-urgent-ever-during-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/access-information-more-urgent-ever-during-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-covid-19-multi-sectoral-response-operational-situation-report-12
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-covid-19-multi-sectoral-response-operational-situation-report-12
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