
Over the course of 2018, the conflict in South Sudan continued to destroy homes, disrupt lives and 
ruin livelihoods. Nearly 1.9 million people were internally displaced within the country at the end 
of the year, while another 2.3 million people were seeking refuge in neighbouring countries. The 
signing of the Revitalized Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in South Sudan in September 
promised to offer new opportunities for women, men and children. However, in the last three months 
of 2018, the humanitarian crisis continued to impact South Sudan’s people.

Food insecurity and malnutrition reached unparalleled levels.  Between July and August, conflict 
throughout the annual lean season pushed a record high of 6.1 million people – nearly two thirds of 
the population – to be severely food insecure. That included 1.7 million people on the brink of famine. 
Large-scale humanitarian assistance provided in many areas of the country, including Rubkona, May-
endit and Panyijar in Unity, was the only factor that prevented an even more devastating outcome.

During 2018, humanitarian organizations worked together to better understand people’s needs and 
provide the right services at the right time. Efforts included enhanced population tracking and in-
creased use of technologies like a biometric registration system. The opening of more viable delivery 
routes, including roads and rivers, such as the Sobat river corridor, helped humanitarians to reach 
more people more efficiently. This saved millions by reducing reliance on expensive airdrops. 

Fifteen aid workers were killed in 2018, resulting in a total of at least 112 aid workers killed since 
the start of the conflict in 2013. The vast majority of them were South Sudanese. At least 117 staff 
were detained for prolonged periods, with the majority working for local NGOs. Over 575 staff were 
relocated due to insecurity. This resulted in the temporary suspension of operations, sometimes for 
months, as was the case in Maban. In addition to violent access incidents, operational interference 
and bureaucratic impediments hampered humanitarian efforts.

Humanitarian organizations delivered assistance and protection to more than 5.3 million people in 
2018. This included over 4.2 million people reached by food assistance and emergency livelihoods 
support; more than 2 million people provided with access to improved water sources; over 690,000 
children given access to education in emergencies; and nearly 4 million people who received hu-
manitarian protection services. 

The 2018 Humanitarian Response Plan was 68 per cent funded, with US$1.17 billion received. Clus-
ters including Health; Emergency Shelter and Non-Food Items; and Camp Coordination and Camp 
Management were significantly under-funded.
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Save lives by providing timely 
and integrated multisector 
assistance to reduce acute 
needs

Reinforce protection and 
promote access to basic 
services for the most 
vulnerable people

Support at-risk communities to 
sustain their capacity to cope 
with significant threats

KEY EVENTS AND PEOPLE ASSISTED BY MONTH IN 2018
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5.3 million people assisted

Integrated Food Security Phase 
Classification (IPC) analysis estimated 
6.3 million people would be severely 
food insecure from February to April. 

February 

Over 40,000 people 
displaced to the swamp areas 
in Leer County due to 
continued clashes in central 
Unity.  

May

Humanitarian access denial to 
greater Baggari persisted 
amidst reports of deepening 
humanitarian needs.

August

Revitalized Agreement on the Resolution 
of the Conflict in South Sudan signed in 
Addis Ababa. The IPC projected 4.4 
million people  to be severely food 
insecure in October-December.

September

Fighting resumed in Yei, Lainya  and 
Morobo areas displacing thousands of 
civilians to Yei town. 

October
A humanitarian convoy with 
UNMISS protection ambushed by 
armed men near Kegulu near Yei 
town, disrupting services to 
about 2,000 people. 

June
Armed men shot at a clearly marked NGO 
vehicle, carrying five aid workers on 
Nhialdiu-Bentiu road, killing one national 
staff and forcing the NGO to suspend 
operations in that area.

April

Renewed fighting in several parts of 
Unity and Central Equatoria. This came 
after signing of Agreement on 
Cessation of Hostilities, Protection of 
Civilians and Humanitarian Access in 
December 2017.

January
Seven NGO national staff were 
arrested in Koyoki in Morobo 
County and held for more than 
three weeks by SPLA-iO forces. 

March
A humanitarian organization reported 
that they provided medical services to 
125 women and girls raped in Bentiu in 
Unity, in 10 days.

November

2019 Humanitarian Response 
Plan launched targeting 5.7 
million people with overall 
appeal of US$1.5 billion.

December

6.0 million people targeted

1.2

3.0

5.3

m
illi

on
s

Trucks carrying humanitarian 
goods ambushed by armed men 
near Mangala in Terekeka 
County, Central Equatoria. One 
driver was killed.

July
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Operational capacity and people assisted in 2018

Displacement at the end of 2018
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Note: Response data updated as of 31 December 2018; funding data for 2018 updated from FTS as of 28 February 2019 (Sources: OCHA, FTS).

FUNDING FOR 2018 SOUTH SUDAN  HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE PLAN

Funded
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Refugee Response
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Note: Response data updated as of 31 December 2018; funding data for 2018 updated from FTS as of 28 February 2019 (Sources: OCHA, FTS).
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Nutrition
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Note: Response data updated as of 31 December 2018; funding data for 2018 updated from FTS as of 28 February 2019 (Sources: OCHA, FTS).


