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1. SRSG presents Annual Report to the 
General Assembly on October 12.

http://srsg.violenceagainstchildren.org/story/2011-08-02_383

The second annual report of  the Special Representative 
of  the Secretary-General on Violence against Children 
will presented to the General Assembly in October 2012. 
The report is guided by the United Nations study on 
violence against children (A/61/299) and builds upon the 
vision and the priority areas identified by the Special Rep-
resentative in her initial report (A/65/292). 

The report reviews key developments and initiatives to 
advance progress in the follow-up to the study at the 
global, regional and national levels, to institutionalize 
regional governance structures and to strengthen strate-
gic alliances to speed up global progress towards a world 
free from violence.

The report identifies areas to which the Special Represen-
tative will devote special attention in the forthcoming 
period: (a) promoting the universal ratification of  the 
Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of  the 
Child; (b) further consolidating regional governance 
structures on violence against children; (c) continuing the 
series of  expert consultations on violence-related topics; 
and (d) conducting a global survey to assess progress and 
inform further action to safeguard children’s freedom 
from violence everywhere and at all times. 

Issues:
1. SRSG presents Annual Report to the General 
Assembly on October 12.

2. SRSG conducts Global Progress Survey on 
Violence against Children. 

3. SRSG promotes the establishment of child-
sensitive counseling, reporting and complaint 
mechanisms for incidents of violence. 

4. SRSG promotes expert consultation in Oslo 
on tackling violence in schools establishes 
priorities for a safer future for children. 

5. SRSG promotes expert consultation in 
Geneva to ban all forms of violence against 
children.

6. SRSG joins three year partnership to “Stop 
Violence Against Children” with religious 
leaders and communities.

7. Six more countries ratify Optional Protocol 
on Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child 
Pornography.

8. Mercosur approves strategic roadmap on 
Violence against Children.

9. South Sudan introduces legal ban on 
violence against children.

10. SRSG praises Tanzania's pioneering work in 
data and research on Violence against 
Children.

11. SRSG calls for more effective strategies on 
the rights of children with disabilities.

12. SRSG on the web.
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Pursuant to her mandate, the Special Representative is conducting a global survey to help map and 
assess progress in the implementation of  the UN Study recommendations.

The global progress survey builds upon the 2004 questionnaire sent to Governments for the prepara-
tion of  the UN Study on Violence against Children. . The survey provides a strategic occasion to gain 
perspective on progress achieved, reflect on good practices and factors of  success in children’s protec-
tion from violence and boost efforts to overcome persisting challenges.

Governments are encouraged in their replies to share information on the process of  follow-up pro-
moted in the past years. Other interested parties (UN Agencies, NGOs) are also invited to provide 
information on areas of  relevance to their work.

The results of  the survey will be presented to the General Assembly in 2012 and are expected to inform 
further progress in the process of  follow-up to the UN Study, and sustain the momentum of  work 
already under way.

http://srsg.violenceagainstchildren.org/page/Global_Progress_Survey_2011

2. Global Progress Survey on Violence against children.

3. SRSG promotes the establishment of child-sensitive counseling, reporting 
and complaint mechanisms for incidents of violence
At the request of  the Human Rights Council, the Special Representative joined the Special Rapporteur 
on the sale of  children, child prostitution and child pornography in the preparation of  a report on 
effective and child-sensitive counselling, complaint and reporting mechanisms to address incidents of  
violence, including sexual violence (A/HRC/16/56). 

The Council urged States to ensure that such mechanisms are confidential, age-appropriate, gender-
sensitive, disability sensitive, safe, well publicized and accessible to all children. A similar recommen-
dation was made in the United Nations study on violence against children.

The joint report was presented in March, in Geneva, to the 16th Session of  the Human Rights Council 
jointly with the second annual report of  the Special Representative of  the Secretary-General on Vio-
lence against Children and identified, in line with human rights standards a set of  guiding principles 
and strategic recommendations to accelerate progress in making safe, child-sensitive and effective 
mechanisms, available and accessible to all children, in securing prompt response and follow-up, and 
in empowering and reassuring children concerned.

http://srsg.violenceagainstchildren.org/document/a-hrc-16-56_204
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4. SRSG promotes expert consultation in Oslo on tackling violence in schools 
establishes priorities for a safer future for children. 
At the conclusion of  the two day meeting on the theme of   “Tackling Violence in Schools”, Govern-
mental officials, academics and civil society organizations called for a holistic, child-centered 
approach to prevent and address all forms of  violence against children in schools urging all actors, 
from national government to local authorities, school administrators, teachers, local communities, 
parents and children themselves to work together to ensure that schools provide safe, secure environ-
ments in which all children have the opportunity learn and develop to their potential.
 
The high-level expert consultation was co-organized by the Government of  Norway, the Council of  
Europe and the UN Special Representative of  the Secretary-General on Violence against Children 
(SRSG), and hosted in Oslo from 26 to 27 June. 

The Oslo consultation recognized the importance of  preventing and responding to violence in schools 
through a multidimensional strategy. In particular, it recommended that the following five priority 
dimensions be taken into account: (a) Promoting holistic, participatory and child-centered strategies; 
(b) Partnering with children; (c) Supporting teachers and staff  with the necessary skills and resources; 
(d) Consolidating data and research in this field and (e) Ensuring the legal protection of  children from 
violence in schools.

http://srsg.violenceagainstchildren.org/story/2011-06-28_366
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5. SRSG promotes expert consultation in Geneva to ban all forms of violence 
against children.
 

On 6 and 7 July 2011, the Special Representative, hosted an expert consultation on law reform in 
Geneva, in cooperation with the Office of  the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), and the International NGO Advisory Council on Violence against 
Children. 

The meeting brought together experts from different regions of  the world with experience in the pro-
cess and content of  legal reform to address violence against children in different settings. The 
Geneva expert consultation provided a strategic platform to review initiatives and positive experi-
ences in various countries of  the world and reflect on critical factors facilitating or compromising the 
legal protection of  children from violence in the five settings identified by the UN Study. The meeting 
also identified opportunities to accelerate progress and promote technical advice in this critical area 
to safeguard children’s freedom from violence.

http://srsg.violenceagainstchildren.org/story/2011-07-07_360

6. SRSG joins three year partnership to “Stop Violence Against Children” 
with religious leaders and communities.
In collaboration with UNICEF, the World Conference of  Religions for Peace, civil society organiza-
tions and the Office of  the Special Representative, the World Day of  Prayer and Action for Children 
launched an initiative to devote the next three years to the protection of  children from violence. 

The World Day of  Prayer and Action for Children is a global movement of  religious leaders and com-
munities of  all faiths and secular organizations committed to the promotion of  children’s rights and 
well being. The World Day is celebrated every year during the week of  20 November, in the com-
memoration of  the anniversary of  the adoption of  the Convention on the Rights of  the Child by the 
UN General Assembly.

In support of  this process, a panel discussion with key partners was held at the United Nations, in 
New York, in June 2011, under the auspices of  the Permanent Mission of  Chile to the United Nations. 
Citing the large number of  families who recognize that there is “no need for violence” in child rear-
ing, the SRSG called for strong partnerships in working toward behavioral change to build a world 
free from violence.

http://dayofprayerandaction.org/
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7. Six more countries ratify Optional Protocol on Sale of Children, Child Prostitution 
and Child Pornography.
In order to accelerate progress of  Universal Ratification of  the Optional Protocol, the Special Repre-
sentative, in collaboration with strategic partners, hosted in May 2011,  a treaty event in New York on 
the occasion of  the first anniversary of  the launching of  the campaign, and supported a regional event 
in Addis Ababa hosted by the African Union with the Economic Commission for Africa, UNICEF and 
OHCHR. At these and other high-level meetings, the campaign received strong support from Govern-
ments, United Nations agencies, parliamentarians, children’s advocates, faith-based organizations 
and civil society organizations.

At least 14 States have made formal commitments to the ratification of  the Protocol, including within 
the framework of  the universal periodic review of  the Human Rights Council and before the Commit-
tee on the Rights of  the Child or human rights mandate-holders. Since the launch of  the campaign in 
2010, twelve States have ratified the Protocol: Djibouti, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Jamaica, Luxem-
bourg, Malta, New Zealand, Mauritius, Nigeria, Pakistan, San Marino and Saudi Arabia. The Central 
African Republic and St. Lucia have signed the instrument.

http://srsg.violenceagainstchildren.org/story/2011-06-09_339
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9. South Sudan introduces legal ban on violence against children.
With the achievement of  independence on 9 July, South Sudan became the 30th country in the world to 
prohibit all forms of  violence against children, including within the family. Prohibiting legislation 
was originally enacted in 2005, in article 21 of  the Interim Constitution of  Southern Sudan, being sub-
sequently confirmed by the Child Act (2008).

Law reform on violence against children is an area that is gaining momentum. When the UN Study on 
Violence against Children was finalized, 16 countries had legislation prohibiting violence in all 
settings. To date, 30 have introduced such a comprehensive legal ban, in some cases incorporating it 
into their Constitutions, and many other states are working towards the same end in all regions of  the 
world.

http://srsg.violenceagainstchildren.org/story/2011-07-29_374

The Sub-Regional meeting of  follow up to the UN Study on Violence against Children in South- 
America was held in Asuncion, Paraguay, on 28 and 29 of  April. Co-organized by the SRSG Office with 
the Global Movement for Children Chapter of  Latin America and Caribbean and the Government of  
Paraguay, the meeting was attended by high-level governmental delegations, a wide spectrum of  civil 
society organizations, and by children and adolescents from countries in the region.

The high-level discussions were framed by the findings of  a regional analytical mapping conducted by 
the University of  Sao Paulo, Brazil, highlighting key developments and challenges at the national level, 
listing good practices and offering strategic recommendations to advance the process of  protection of  
children from all forms of  violence. The meeting led to significant outcomes: (a) the adoption of  a 
forward-looking road map to advance progress and address gaps and persisting challenges; (b) the 
development of  national strategies on violence against children by individual countries in line with the 
regional road map; and (c) the incorporation of  the regional road map into the agenda of  the Mercosur 
Permanent Commission of  the Niñ@Sur Initiative, which will review its implementation on an annual 
basis in the light of  national reports submitted by Governments.

http://srsg.violenceagainstchildren.org/page/Globabl_Progress_Survey_2011

8. Mercosur approves strategic roadmap on Violence against Children.
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10. SRSG praises Tanzania's pioneering work in data and research on Violence 
against Children.
On a four day visit to Tanzania in September, the Special Representative of  the Secretary General on 
Violence Against Children, Marta Santos Pais, welcomed the ground breaking national study on 
violence against children, and the strategic priority responses announced by the Government to 
address the findings of  the study.

The study was based on interviews with 6000 young people between 13 and 24 years of  age and con-
ducted by a Multi Sector Task Force with the participation of  leading ministries, the Commission for 
Human Rights and Good Governance (CHRGG), UN agencies and civil society organizations. The 
study was supported by UNICEF and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

“Tanzania has taken a decisive step with the development of  this significant survey designed to cap-
ture the magnitude of  sexual, physical and emotional violence affecting girls and boys. The findings of  
the survey and the commitments made by the Government to promote a critical policy agenda to 
respond to the critical concerns identified by the study open decisive opportunities for promoting an 
evidence-based process of  implementation to strengthen children's protection from violence. The 
Government of  Tanzania is to be congratulated for the priority given to violence against children and 
for the multi-sectoral approach taken during this process”, stated the SRSG during her visit.

During her visit the SRSG met the Vice-President of  Tanzania, H.E Dr. Mohamed Gharib Bilal to 
discuss the findings of  the study. Marta Santos Pais also met the Ministers of  Community Develop-
ment Gender and Children, of  Justice and of  Education, as well as the Commission on Human Rights 
and Good Governance, civil society organizations, religious leaders as well as young people who are 
expected to play a crucial role in the process of  implementation that will follow.

http://srsg.violenceagainstchildren.org/story/2011-09-20_384
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11.SRSG calls for more effective strategies on the rights of children with disabilities.
The SRSG is strongly committed to promote the rights of  children with disabilities and reduce the 
alarming prevalence of  violence endured by these children. 

“The rights of  children with disabilities remain largely unaddressed and the situations of  violence 
affecting their lives surrounded by dramatic invisibility”, alerted the SRSG at a High-Level side event 
held in September 2011, during the IV Session of  the Conference of  States Parties to the Convention on 
the Rights of  Persons with Disabilities. 

The event “Human Rights and Inclusive Policies for Children and Adolescents with Disabilities” was 
organized by the Permanent Mission of  Brazil to the UN. Alongside with the SRSG, key speakers at the 
event included representatives from the Brazilian Congress, as well as from the Ministries of  Educa-
tion, Social Development and Sports, together with the Brazilian Paralympic Committee and the 
National Secretariat for Human Rights.

As highlighted by the SRSG, “children with disabilities are at heightened risk of  violence. According to 
available data, more than 5% (93 million) of  children below 14 years of  age experience moderate or 
severe disability. With such high numbers, it is hard to justify the low priority attached to the rights of  
these children by society and policy making the world over”.

During the event, participants emphasized the importance of  increasing resource allocation from 
national budgets and international cooperation to effectively address the priority concerns of  persons 
with disabilities. 

www.srsg.violenceagainstchildren.org        
www.facebook.com/msantospais

www.twitter/srsg.vac      
www.youtube.com/srsgvac

12. SRSG on the web!
Visit us, all  information online.
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