
South Sudan:
Empowering the Displaced, Creating Livelihoods

Supporting returnee reintegration 
CHF’s  Increasing Market Potential for Returnees through 
Opportunities for Viable Economic development (IMPROVE) 
program, funded by USAID’s Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance 
, is a 12-month program focused on enabling the productive 
reintegration of returnees into host communities by strengthening 
food security and creating opportunities for durable livelihoods 
through agricultural production and market-oriented micro-
entrepreneurship.  The program facilitates the re-establishment of 
viable, sustainable livelihoods sources for returning populations 
while providing host communities with increased income-earning 
potential and stronger market linkages that allow for sustainable 
and durable access to basic needs and services.  IMPROVE 
supports host communities and returnees in Central Equatoria and 
East Equatoria State, where infrastructure and institutional support 
for returnees is poor and where economic infrastructure is highly 
under-developed. 

CHF’s Women’s Empowerment to Abate Violence and 
Exploitation (WEAVE) program, funded by the U.S. State 
Department’s Bureau for Population, Refugees and Migration, 
continues to focus on combating gender-based violence (GBV) 
by reducing its acceptance and increasing government and 
community support for at-risk women. CHF continues to build 
upon, improve and expand the Asset Building Group model as 
a means of providing women with meaningful income sources 
as well as a social network that builds knowledge and enhances 
independence and confidence. By engaging both men and women 
in prevention, awareness raising, and dialogue; providing at-risk 
women with employment opportunities;improving health and 

sanitation practices; and enabling 
local leaders to identify and address 
GBV, CHF is working to ensure that 
vulnerable women are less vulnerable 
to violence.

After over  20 years of civil war and peace 
negotiations, South Sudan is faced with many 
challenges related to its newfound statehood. 
Large numbers of IDPs and refugees are 
returning, straining the local government’s 
capacity to deliver basic services and meet the 
needs of its population. Since 2004, CHF has 
demonstrated leadership in promoting economic 
development in South Sudan. CHF is currently 
implementing sustainable support to these 
returnees, providing economic opportunities, 
infrastructure development, access to water and 
sanitation, and civic awareness. 
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paSt programS
CHF’s Supporting Economic Transition by Transforming Livelihoods and Environments (SETTLE) program, 
funded by USAID’s Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance, works to support returnees and host communities 
through increased economic opportunity and the availability of productive livelihoods. By increasing resources 
for communities and creating commercial relationships between communities and markets, SETTLE is creating 
a sustainable economic environment for business activities. A key aspect of this approach is the creation of Asset 
Building Groups (ABGs), which enable small groups of entrepreneurs to work together to increase their resources 
and productive capacity. Additionally, SETTLE is supporting the re-integration of returnees and facilitating their 
transition into communities who already experience high rates of return. Integrated into these activities is a water and 
sanitation education component, emphasizing the relationship between economic viability and health.

Community Livelihood Improvement Program for Southern Sudan (CLIPSS): The 
CLIPPS program worked to promote socio-economic development and improve 
living conditions in rural communities by increasing access to water supplies and 
sanitation facilities, infrastructure creation and rehabilitation, and livelihoods and 
skills development.

Bold Response Initiatives to Deter GBV in Equatorial Sudan (BRIDGES): 
BRIDGES helped refugees return and reintegrate in Juba County by increasing 
public awareness of the prevailing dangers of gender-based violence (GBV) through 
media outreach and community engagement.

Southern Sudan Radio Distribution Initiative (SSRDI): Under SSRDI, CHF 
distributed approximately 70,000 radios in Lakes, Unity and Warap states of 
Southern Sudan in partnership with the National Democratic Institute (NDI) and 
as part of a larger civic education program funded by USAID. In addition to radio 
distribution, CHF fostered civic awareness by creating community listening groups.

Juba Water Chlorination Services (JWCS): To prevent a recurrence of the 2007 
cholera outbreak in Juba, CHF established chlorination stations at seven key water 
pumping sites along the Nile River in Juba County, from which an estimated 80% of 
Juba’s water is supplied.

SuStainable livelihoodS for ConfliCt-affeCted 
CommunitieS 
Dudu Joseph lost her husband 17 years ago when she fled to Uganda. After 
almost two decades in exile, she returned to her home in the Yapa village of 
Juba county, but found life extremely difficult because she could not find a 
job or other form of livelihood. 

Through CHF International’s SETTLE program, which brings women 
together to form Asset Building Groups to increase their economic base, 
she has gained the power to support her family. Her group has formed a 
hotel venture. 

“The Asset Building Groups have helped me and my group members 
to understand and collect assets together for development. We generate 
income as a group and as individuals to support ourselves. Before the ABG 

training, only men were making household decisions but the training taught us to practice sharing our assets. Now, 
when we want to sell anything, we discuss it at the group and household levels to come together and make decisions.”

A large part of ABG training involves basic market training. “Before ABG I did not realize that much of what I already 
had could be an asset. Now I realize that even our health is a great asset. Being healthy is very important,” says Dudu. 

Founded in 1952, CHF 
International has worked in over 
100 countries and currently 
operates in 26 countries and 
territories.  CHF’s mission is to 
be a catalyst for long-lasting 
positive change in low- and 
moderate-income communities 
around the world, helping them 
improve their social, economic 
and environmental conditions. 

For more information, please 
visit our website at:  
www.chfinternational.org  


