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This report is produced by OCHA South Sudan on behalf of the Inter-Cluster Coordination Group (ICCG). It covers the period from 1 to 
15 March 2021. 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• In March, Food Security and Livelihoods (FSL) Cluster partners aim to reach more than 488,500 people with general 

food distributions and food for asset assistance across all six counties identified as Priority 1: Pibor, Akobo, Aweil 
South, Tonj North, Tonj East and Tonj South. The cluster will target more than 50,320 households (HHs) with 
livelihoods assistance, including treatment for some 140,000 animals. 

• Nutrition Cluster partners reached 7,517 under-five children and 4,788 pregnant and lactating women with nutritional 
assistance through 92 static nutritional facilities, 18 outreach sites and 12 stabilization centres in the six priority 
counties. Seven nutritional sites are non-functional, including four in Pibor due to inaccessibility and three in Tonj 
North due to insecurity.  

• Health Cluster partners continue to expand access to health services through re-establishment of critical static 
primary health care and mobile service delivery. Mobile health teams are operating across Pibor and Akobo West.  
Facilities operate at a limited capacity and urgently need resupply of critical medical items, last received in December 
2020. 

• WASH Cluster partners plan to reach more than 338,000 individuals, enabling access to safe water, sanitation 
facilities and hygiene promotion activities. WASH Cluster partners prioritized access to safe water in nutrition centres 
and WASH kit distribution for children and their caretakers.  

• Episodes of insecurity impacted humanitarian activities in several areas, including in Gumuruk and along the Bor to 
Pibor road. 

• Pre-positioning of critical humanitarian items ahead of the rainy season continues. 
 
 

453K 
people facing IPC Phase 4 
and worse in targeted six 
Priority 1 counties between 
December 2020 and March 
2021 

489K 
people in Priority 1 counties 
reached with emergency 
food assistance in March 
2021 (target increased from 
February 2021) 

7.5K 
under-five children received 
nutritional assistance, 
between 1 and 15 March 

$68.5M 
funding required to scale up 
humanitarian activities in the 
six Priority 1 counties 

 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 
People in parts of South Sudan face the highest levels of food insecurity since independence was declared a decade ago. 
For many, their situation has deteriorated as a result of compounding shocks, including large-scale flooding, ongoing 
violence and displacement, the impact of which has eroded the livelihoods and coping strategies of vulnerable 
communities across the country. According to Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) projections, from 
December to March 2021, an estimated 5.8 million people (48 per cent of the population) faced Crisis levels of food 
insecurity (IPC Phase 3) or worse - a figure that is expected to increase to 7.2 million (60 per cent of the population) in the 
upcoming lean season of April-July 2021. In the six Priority 1 locations, 810,000 people are deemed to be in Crisis or 
worse levels of food insecurity (IPC Phase 3+) according to the IPC projections.  This includes over 300,000 children 
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suffering from severe acute malnutrition and some 480,000 pregnant and lactating women who are acutely malnourished 
and in need of treatment. 
 
Humanitarian organizations continued to scale up operations across South Sudan, intensifying efforts for people in 
Priority 1 counties.  Based upon food security and nutrition analysis, these six counties were identified in late 2020 as 
Priority 1 areas for a multi-sectoral scale-up response including FSL assistance, health and nutritional support, protection 
services and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) assistance, supported by logistics. 
 
All information provided reflects the reporting period 1-15 March 2021, unless otherwise indicated. 
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RESPONSE SCALE-UP IN PRIORITY 1 LOCATIONS 
 
PIBOR 

NEEDS 

• Based on the IPC projections for December 2020 to March 2021, an estimated 200,000 people face crisis and 
higher levels of food insecurity (90 per cent of the population of Pibor County) with an estimated 33,000 people 
likely to face catastrophe levels of acute food insecurity (IPC Phase 5) in Pibor between December 2020 and March 
2021.  

• Pre-positioning emergency supplies to Pibor, Gumuruk, Likuangole and Vertet is urgently needed before the end of 
April when the impact of the rains is expected to deteriorate physical access.  Procurement and pre-positioning of 
boats are needed to ensure partners have access to people in highly food insecure areas and vulnerable 
communities once the roads become impassable. 

• There is a need to ensure continued provision of health, WASH and critical protection services including child 
protection and gender-based violence (GBV) services.   

There are 27 humanitarian organizations including 12 INGOs, 10 NNGOs and 5 UN operating in the Greater Pibor 
Administrative Area (GPAA).  

Humanitarian response  

For the lean season, FSL Cluster partners are increasing the caseload to 112,000 people in Pibor County (including 
106,000 with general food distribution and 6,000 benefiting from food for asset projects).  Partners reached 38,467 people 
in Gumuruk and Likuangole with food rations for March and April.  A one-month food distribution for March is ongoing in 
Maruwo for 4,969 people.  During the remainder of March, distributions are ongoing targeting the remaining households in 
Pibor. Registration teams commenced the process to register vulnerable people to be added to the caseload.  To date, 
livelihoods support was provided to over 7600 HH in Pibor, Vertet, Gumuruk and Likuangole payams in Pibor county.  
Over 74,000 animals have been vaccinated and over 46,000 livestock treated, protecting these livelihoods of more than 
1,900 HHs.   
 
In the reporting period, 1,921 under-five children and over 802 pregnant and lactating women were reached with 
nutritional assistance through 24 static nutritional facilities, 8 outreach sites and 2 stabilization centres in Likuangole, 
Gumuruk, Vertet, Boma, Maruwo Kassengor and Pibor payams in Pibor County. Over 2,090 people were reached with 
Integrated Community Case Management services Likuangole and Gumuruk payams.  Health Cluster partners conducted 
3,333 consultations in Pibor, of which 2,037 were curative consultations. Cluster partners received 57 Interagency 
Emergency Health Kits (IEHK), 2 severe acute malnutrition (SAM) for medical complications kits and 6 pneumonia kits.   
 
WASH Cluster partners supported the operationalization of a Surface Water Treatment system in Gumuruk to serve 5,500 
individuals in GPAA, while 1,080 HHs (7,200 individuals) received hygiene kit items (water purifiers, jerry cans, soaps and 
buckets). In Pibor town, 2 hand pumps (serving 1,000 people) and 2 latrine stances (serving 40 people) were repaired. In 
Likuangole, a hand pump serving 500 individuals was rehabilitated; and 480 HHs were reached through hygiene 
promotion messages in Gumuruk and Pibor town. 
 
Protection partners supported 28 unaccompanied and separated children, including 17 girls and 11 boys with family 
identification and reunification service in Pibor and Gumuruk town. Child Protection Sub-Cluster partners reached 285 
individuals (189 children and 96 adults) with services, including 32 people (8 girls, 16 boys, 6 women, and 2 men) with 
capacity-building on community-based child protection in an emergency support in Pibor Payam. In Pibor Town, 124 
caregivers and community members (8 girls, 34 boys, 40 women, and 22 men) received parenting and life-skills sessions.  
GBV Sub-Cluster partners provided comprehensive case management, psychosocial support and dignity kits distribution 
to 40 abductees. More than 1,100 women and girls benefited from Women and Girls Friendly Spaces programming, 
which included the provision of psychosocial support, bead making activities and referral services. Partners reached 
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1,800 individuals (760 women, 230 men, 440 girls, 370 boys) through home outreach sessions offering awareness 
raising, risk mitigation, and psychosocial support. GBV partners in Pibor received 800 dignity kits, of which 400 were 
distributed in Pibor and Gumuruk.  In Pibor County, over 34,000 individuals (336 girls, 210 boys, 23,840 women, and 
11,600 men) were reached with protection awareness raising and prevention messaging. A total of 700 people (552 
women, 148 men) were supported with cash for protection, designed to reduce and mitigate exposure to risks, as well as 
enabling meaningful access to essential services. Protection partners additionally undertook in-depth protection analysis, 
which resulted in a targeted intervention, and local advocacy with officials in Pibor to address key protection concerns.   
 

Gaps and Challenges  

Security incidents remain a key constraint impacting the scale-up of humanitarian services, especially in Gumuruk Payam. 
Community fighting among age-set groups in Gumuruk Payam was reported on 9 and 14 March, and impacted nutrition 
services, for children under 5 and pregnant and lactating women during the reporting period in Gumuruk Payam, including 
Gumuruk, Lawlor, Vuveth, Lothila, Molokthoch and Manyabol nutrition sites. Authorities have engaged communities in 
Gumuruk to calm tensions in the area, and activities recommenced. On 14 March, insecurity was reported in Manyireng 
Village, Vertet Payam.   

Insecurity on roads continues to disrupt critical life-saving service provision in Gumuruk and Mewun. On 15 March, an 
incident along the Pibor-Gumuruk road prompted a temporary suspension of movement for humanitarians. Tensions 
calmed and movements restarted.  Reports of community fighting in Mewun Payam impacted the delivery of services and 
supplies.  

Funding to run the PHCCs in Gumuruk and Likuangole expires at the end of March.  There is no PHCC in Vertet, and 
currently, patients are referred to the hospital in Pibor Town. A major gap is the lack of support for critical services such as 
surgical interventions.  Mobile health services are needed to ensure that people in hard-to-reach areas have access to 
critical health services, especially for those in remote areas which are cut off during the rainy season.  

Of the 24 static nutrition sites across Pibor County, 5 are not functioning for several reasons. In Lokoromach, the nutrition 
facility was destroyed during intercommunal violence, and is planned to be rehabilitated in the coming weeks. A critical 
area to be addressed is the timely referral of undernourished children (6-59 months) with complications and those in need 
of treatment in stabilization centres. 

Critical gaps in child protection and GBV services, including case management and referral networks for protection 
services is foreseen as funding for many interventions finishes at the end of March 2021. A total of 1,000 dignity kits for 
vulnerable women and girls were pre-positioned; however, these quantities are insufficient to meet all expected needs. 
The distribution of 200 dignity kits to vulnerable women in Likuangole was delayed due to insecurity, and 200 dignity kits 
for women in Vertet was impacted by physical access challenges. Protection partners who provided protection presence 
during food distributions shared feedback from people targeted with assistance, particularly from vulnerable groups, and 
highlighted their challenges in access to the distribution sites due to distance and security concerns. Others flagged the 
need for a rapid feedback mechanism for those who have lost their registration documents. 

Insufficient potable water supply to meet people’s needs continues to be highlighted as a critical gap across Pibor County.  
Mobile capacity to support the repair of water points destroyed or submerged by flooding is ongoing.  Longer-term funding 
is urgency needed to ensure continuous WASH service provision, including the provision of the full sanitation and hygiene 
promotion package, especially for people in areas that are at high risk of disease outbreaks. 
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AKOBO  

NEEDS 

• Based on the IPC projections for December to March 2021, an estimated 187,000 people face crisis (IPC Phase 3) 
or higher levels of food insecurity (or 85 per cent of the population of Akobo County) with an estimated 11,000 
people likely to face catastrophe levels of acute food insecurity (IPC Phase 5) in Akobo County.  

• Ensure the scale-up of pre-positioning efforts ahead of the rainy season, including the use of the alternative route 
from Bor, such as the Walgak road, to bring supplies to Akobo West.  

• Advocate for funding and resources to urgently re-establish health service provision across the county, including 
through mobile services in areas that are hard-to-reach in the rainy season. 

• Address additional gaps in service provision, especially in WASH and health.   
• Funding for critical protection case management and referral services, including child protection and GBV, as 

current funding ends soon.  

There are 14 humanitarian organizations including 6 INGOs, 4 NNGOs and 4 UN operating in Akobo County.             

 Humanitarian response  

FSL partners plan to reach over 80,500 people with general food assistance (including 74,500 with general food 
distributions and 6,000 with food for assets). During 1-5 March, FSL partners completed distributions for 2,648 people in 
Nyandit Payam. Some 40,648 people in Akobo East will be reached during the rest of March. Food distributions in Buong 
and Weichjol in Akobo West were delayed due to poor road conditions, and will commence as soon as the road 
conditions allow. Partners provided livelihood assistance to more than 4,000 HHs, including the provision of seeds and 
agricultural inputs. More than 99,000 livestock were vaccinated and more than 63,000 treated, protecting these 
livelihoods for more than 3,700 HHs in Akobo County.   

Lack of functioning health facilities across Akobo County remains critical, with only 5 of 23 facilities functioning at present, 
predominantly due to the lack of resources.  To address existing gaps in service provision, two partners are scaling up 
services in the primary health care unit (PHCU) in Nyandit Payam and through mobile medical teams in Bileky, Denjok 
and Gakdong payams in Akobo East.  However, critical gaps remain for in health services for people in Akobo West.  
Nutrition services are provided in 17 facilities across Akobo County. During the reporting period, 3,262 under-five children 
and 2,200 pregnant and lactating women received nutritional support through 23 static nutritional facilities, 6 outreach 
sites and 3 stabilization centres.   

A WASH assessment was completed in Alali Payam to understand the humanitarian impact of the floods on the affected 
population. WASH items for 300 HHs were distributed.  In Alali Payam, three hand pumps were repaired. Work is ongoing 
to support nutrition interventions across the county to facility the repair of hand pump and distribution of WASH hygiene 
kit items to families of under nourished children.  

Protection partners reached 150 people (20 girls, 14 boys, 58 women, and 58 men) through protection awareness-raising 
and prevention messaging.  Child protection partners provided life-skills and resilience support to 52 adolescent girls and 
boys (27 girls and 25 boys).  Capacity-building was provided to 55 caretakers (25 women and 30 men) who were reached 
with child protection in emergencies interventions.  GBV partners reached 96 people (19 girls, 12 boys, 35 women and 30 
men) with protection awareness raising and prevention messaging in Akobo County.  Protection Cluster partners plan to 
pre-position 2,000 dignity kits for Akobo County.  One cluster member completed the construction of a women and girl 
friendly space in Akobo. Protection partners conducted trainings to support community-based protection structures, 
facilitating identification and referral for protection concerns; a total of 217 individuals (112 female and 104 male) were 
trained, including 20 protection focal points. Partners provided individual protection assistance for 885 people through 
cash grants (285 female; 115 male) and in-kind assistance (384 female, and101 male). 

Gaps and Challenges  

At the time of writing, road access to Akobo Town remains impassable. Humanitarians are completely reliant on air asset 
support for the delivery of critical supplies during the dry season and to support pre-positioning efforts ahead of the rainy 
season. Work along the Bor-Manyabol-Pajut-Pathai-Walgak road route is ongoing to access Akobo West. Roads between 
Walgak in Akobo West and Akobo town remain impassable.   
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Flooding in Alali Payam has impacted access to the area. A recent assessment found that while most people fled to 
Ethiopia during recent flooding episodes, 130 HHs remain in Alali Payam with limited access to basic services and in 
need of support. Some 3,000 returnees – both from within and outside the country – were reported through 2020. These 
people are reported to need assistance.  

There is a critical lack of functional health facilities for people across the district, with only 22 per cent of health facilities 
operating currently. The Health Cluster scale-up includes re-establishing functionality of PHCU, PHCCs and mobile health 
services.    

Communal fighting impacted nutrition services delivery, and community nutrition volunteers’ (CNVs) movements were 
hampered in Nyikaan and Wechgoak payams. Previous flooding damaged facilities, resulting in structure and toilet 
collapse. Nutrition-sensitive interventions focusing on WASH and health mobile services are needed. Pre-positioning of 
nutrition supplies to Akobo West needs to be scaled-up to sustain services in hard-to-reach locations.  

WASH Cluster partners are working closely with the Logistics Cluster to ensure the timely delivery of WASH items via 
land routes to Akobo East and West and pre-positioning ahead of rainy season. Funding for critical WASH interventions 
remains a significant challenge.  

Funding for child protection and GBV services will end at the end of March, leaving critical gaps for people.  There is a 
need to ensure the continuity of critical child protection and GBV services across Akobo County. 

 

AWEIL SOUTH  

NEEDS 

• Based on the IPC projections for December to March 2021, an estimated 104,000 people faced crisis (IPC Phase 
3) or higher levels of food insecurity (or 75 per cent of the population of Akobo County) with an estimated 14,000 
people likely to face catastrophe levels of acute food insecurity (IPC Phase 5) in Aweil South County between 
December and March.  

• There are a lack of protection partners and there is a need for funding for longer-term presence in the county.  The 
Protection Cluster is looking to support the scale-up through mobile protection teams.    

• The hospital in Panthou currently functions as a PHCU and requires additional resources and support to restore to 
be fully operational as a hospital. 

There are 10 partners including 5 INGOs, 1 NNGO and 4 UN agencies operating in Aweil South.  

Humanitarian response  

For March, FSL partners plan to reach 74,094 people in Aweil South (including over 50,100 with general food distribution 
and 23,994 food for asset activities). The general food distribution caseload increased from 27,800 to 50,100 to scale up 
the response during the lean season period. To date, 12,000 HHs were reached with livelihoods support and cluster 
partners vaccinated more than 205,000 livestock and some 9,400 livestock were treated in Aweil South County. Partners 
indicated that there are signs of market prices stabilizing and food availability is observed to have improved.   

Partners have pre-positioned food, nutrition and medical supplies in hard to reach areas of Aweil South in field locations 
for rainy season response. 

Ten PHCUs are operational across Aweil South, providing essential health services and adequate essential drugs and 
health supplies/kits have been pre-positioned in all 9 health centres in Aweil South.  During the reporting period, 3121 
consultations were provided, including 1,883 that were curative. In addition, Health Cluster partners were provided 28 
IEHK, a Severe Acute Malnutrition for Medical Complication in Children kit (SAM-MC) and 15 pneumonia kits since the 
beginning of the response scale-up.  Health partners rehabilitated and restocked PHCUs in Makuei Alel, Nyieth, Akec and 
Ayai, in addition to rehabilitation of two cold chain facilities was completed.  Health Cluster partners reached more than 
966 people with PHCU and mobile outreach support in Nayacawany and Wathmuok Payam in Aweil South County.  A 
polio vaccination campaign reached 31,603 children between ages of 0-59 months.  Sample collection kits for cholera, 
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measles, meningitis and COVID-19 have been distributed to all health centres and time spent to send samples to Juba or 
elsewhere for analyses has reduced.  Common disease trends include malaria, diarrhoea and respiratory infections, and 
are regularly monitored and patients are followed up. Regular COVID-19 awareness and sensitization are done in all 
payams, as well as incorporated with other humanitarian interventions.  

During the reporting period, nutrition partners provided assistance for 586 under-five children and 318 pregnant and 
lactating women through 10 static nutritional facilities, 4 outreach sites and 1 stabilization centre.  Regular nutrition 
screening and treatment is ongoing at 10 static nutrition sites. Sufficient nutrition supplies were pre-positioned in 10 static 
nutrition centres. An additional four rapid response teams were deployed in hard to reach areas, including in one team to 
Mabior, Manyiel, of Gakrol Payam, a second team in Alueel and Thuryeth of Tiar Aliet Payam, a third team providing 
services in Amacrol, Mocdit of Wathmuok Payam and fourth team in Mayomlac, Dokul of Nyoc Awany Payam to provide 
rapid nutrition scale up response. More than 1,500 vulnerable families were supported with kitchen gardening and 
demonstration farm with an aim to improve their diet diversification.  

WASH, FSL and Nutrition Clusters have integrated programming through community-based sanitization and hygiene 
messaging ongoing at health and nutrition centres.  At nutrition facilities, 15 boreholes including 10 damaged boreholes at 
the nutrition sites were repaired. Distribution of WASH materials including soap, water floc, water filter cloth, bucket and 
jerricans to 1,600 HHs was completed.  Protection partners pre-positioned over 3,000 dignity kits to be distributed to 
vulnerable women and girls throughout the county. 

 

Gaps and Challenges  

Due to the shortage of funding, food security and livelihoods partners highlight that additional resources are needed for 
dry season livestock support in Nyocawany, Ayai, Gakorl/Gakrol, Nyieth, NyocawanyII, Panthou and Tar-weng payams.  

There is a lack of safe water at RRM nutrition sites including Alueel, Thuryeth and Mayomlach sites. People collecting 
water crowd at the hand pumps, which increases the risk of infection transmission for some pathogens such as COVID-
19. People must travel long distances from the Panthou PHCC Stabilization Center to collect clean water, adding to the 
difficulties for patient caretakers. 

Lack of funding and resources was also highlighted as a constraint to ensure the that the Panthou Hospital is fully 
functioning for referral services, which is currently only operating at reduced capacity as a PHCU.  Some communities still 
have to travel long distances to access health services.  There is a lack of protection partners, funding and resources, 
including for Child Protection and GBV activities.  

 

TONJ EAST   

NEEDS 

• Based on the IPC projections for December to March 2021, an estimated 108,000 people faced crisis (IPC Phase 
3) or higher levels of food insecurity (or 60 per cent of the population of Tonj East County) with an estimated 9,000 
people were likely to face catastrophe levels of acute food insecurity (IPC Phase 5) in Tonj East County between 
December and March.  

• Insecurity continues to greatly impact basic services and access to protection across Tonj East. All six payams of 
Tonj East are currently inaccessible to partners.  Basic services are operating in a limited capacity with government 
health workers on ground in many facilities, trying to ensure continuation of the health response.  However, many 
nutrition and health facilities have not been resupplied since December 2020 and are running out of critical 
supplies.   

• An estimated 4,068 displaced people are in five payams in Tonj East, most are sheltering in churches, schools and 
public buildings, according to the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC). 

• There is concern that access to land for agricultural activities could be a significant challenge, particularly for 
displaced people. This could serious repercussions on cultivation in the coming rainy season, and local food 
production, and food insecurity in the coming months.   
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There are 8 humanitarian organizations including 1 INGOs, 5 NNGOs and 2 UN operating in Tonj East. 

Humanitarian response  

During March, FSL partners will target 66,646 people with food assistance (including 48,250 with general food assistance 
and 18,396 with food for asset support), which is an increase from the previous caseload of 15,000 people. Cluster 
partners distributed more than 4,400 HH livelihoods kits and vaccinated 17,097 livestock and provided treatment for 6,336 
livestock, protecting these livelihoods of over 407 HHs in Tonj East. 

Nutrition Cluster partners provided nutritional assistance for 317 under-five children and 196 pregnant and lactating 
women through 12 static nutritional facilities and 3 stabilization centres in Tonj East. All nutrition facilities are static and 
functional, despite the challenging security situation.  

Health facilities remain open and are run by Ministry of Health staff; however, due to insecurity, humanitarian health 
partners are unable to access facilities. The number of consultations at the health facilities has significantly reduced due 
to subnational violence, insecurity and displacement.  Despite these challenges, health facilities provided 2,074 curative 
consultations.  There is high vulnerability of almost all people in Tonj East, particularly internally displaced people (IDPs), 
to malaria, diarrhoea, respiratory infections and COVID-19.  Health Cluster partners received 7 IEHK kits and 15 
pneumonia kits since the beginning of the response. 

WASH assessments were completed in the area with the aim to rehabilitate the borehole in the nutrition sites and within 
communities, the overall target for WASH support is 24,000 HHs. Pre-positioning of hygiene kit items is underway. 

 

Gaps and Challenges  

Armed crime and cattle raids were reported in Lolith, Romich and Kacuat bomas and Ngabagok Payam. Insecurity and 
lack of access has affected resupply of facilities and pre-positioning efforts in field locations that will soon be cut off ahead 
of the rainy season.  Distribution activities continue to be impacted by insecurity, including for critical time-sensitive 
agricultural inputs.   

Resupply of health and nutrition facilities were impacted. There is a lack of nutritional supplies (Ready-to-Use Food and 
Corn and Soya Blend++) at some nutrition sites, including Paliang, Wuncuei, Rumabuth, Kuel-chuk, Makuac and 
Paweng. As a result, 230 pregnant and lactating women identified as acutely malnourished were not admitted to the 
nutritional programmes in the 6 facilities mentioned above. Nutrition Cluster partners with support from the logs cluster is 
exploring ways to improve storage capacity for repositioning, including mobile storage units.   

Medical supplies were highlighted by partners as key needs to ensure there are no disruptions in service delivery as all 
six payams remain inaccessible due to insecurity.  Pre-positioning ahead of the rainy season is a critical challenge as 
most areas remain insecure or otherwise hard-to-reach.  Partners are looked at the co-location of storage of key items 
that can serve a catchment area during the rainy season ahead.     

 

TONJ NORTH  

NEEDS 

• Based on the IPC projections for December to March 2021, an estimated 141,000 people are facing crisis (IPC 
Phase 3) or higher levels of food insecurity (or 55 per cent of the population of Tonj North County) with an 
estimated 26,000 people likely face catastrophe levels of acute food insecurity (IPC Phase 5) in Tonj North County 
between December and March.  

• Partners in Tonj North reported the need for capacity-building training on vaccination and treatment of livestock. 
The shortage of vaccination equipment delayed the response activities.  
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• Four of nine payams in Tonj North have limited access due to insecurity. Violence and displacement have 
significantly affected access of people to health services, particularly the displaced families in hard-to-reach areas, 
as well as resupply of facilities and pre-positioning efforts ahead of the rainy season. 

• There are over 69,000 IDPs displaced in 5 payams in Tonj North, according to the RRC. These people are 
sheltering in collective sites including schools, churches and other public buildings. 

• Reports of increasing GBV in areas of displacement, including in collective locations is being reported.  Protection 
partners, funding and access remain critical challenges to scaling up the protection response.  

There are 15 humanitarian organizations including 4 INGOs, 6 NNGOs and 5 UN operating in Tonj North. 

Humanitarian response  

FSL partners plan to reach 86,806 people with assistance (including 65,500 with food assistance and 21,306 with food for 
asset support) in March. To date, cluster partners reached over 1,200 with livelihoods support and vaccinated 71,908 and 
treated 11,853 livestock. The cluster plans to vaccinate more than 490,000 livestock in Tonj North.  

Nutrition services continue in most of the nutrition centres in Tonj North, but with limited capacity and resources.  Nutrition 
Cluster partners in Tonj North provided nutritional assistance to 1,230 under-five children and 1,052 pregnant and 
lactating women through 13 static nutritional facilities and 1 stabilization centre.  

All 14 health facilities are functioning in Tonj North, but with limited capacity and resources. Some 4,093 consultations 
were reported, of which 1,508 were curative. To date, since the start of the response 7 IEHK kits and 15 pneumonia kits 
have been distributed to partners.  Additional supplies to run the hospital are transported from Juba, via Wau.  Marial Lou 
Hospital provides monthly services to an average of 50,000 people living in Tonj North and Tonj East living in the 
catchment area. 

Some 13,000 individuals have received WASH hygiene kit items and hygiene messages for safe water treatment and 
handwashing purposes. Assessments for new drilling and borehole rehabilitation are in progress. Protection partners 
carried out awareness-raising activities in Tonj North, reaching a total of 956 individuals (162 women, 436 men, 143 girls, 
215 boys). 

Gaps and Challenges  

Significant inter-communal violence was reported in Manalor and Kriek payams, resulting in a reported 33 people killed 
and 800 cattle raided.  Insecurity has affected the ability for partners to access facilities and monitor ongoing delivery. 
Supplies are running low in facilities across the county and there is a limited window before the rainy season period to 
ensure they are resupplied before physical access becomes a challenge. 

Shortage of nutritional supplies was reported from nutrition facilities in Kirrik and Rualbet. Due to security incidents, 
nutritional facilities in Alabek and Aliek were non-operational, during the reporting period. Low stock of health supplies 
was reported by partners who were unable to access facilities since December 2020. 

Nutritional supplies were not delivered to some facilities in Tonj East due to insecurity. The ready to eat food (RUTF) 
supply for Tonj East is stored in Tonj South. Until security normalizes, partners are not able to provide nutritional 
assistance in Alabek, Akob, Aliek, Kirrik and Rualbet sites, hence they were non-operational during the reporting period.    

Lack of access and funding for protection partners is hampering scale-up of the protection response in Tonj North.  
Critical funding for GBV activities was highlighted especially in collective site locations where people are in overcrowded 
living conditions with limited access to safe shelter and WASH services.  
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TONJ SOUTH  

NEEDS 

• Based on the IPC projections for December to March 2021, an estimated 70,000 people faced crisis (IPC Phase 3) 
or higher levels of food insecurity (or 60 per cent of the population of Tonj South County) with an estimated 12,000 
people likely to face catastrophe levels of acute food insecurity (IPC Phase 5) in Tonj South County between 
December and March.  

• Two of five payams in Tonj South have limited access due to insecurity. Violence and displacement are significantly 
affected access of people to health services, in Manyang-ngok and Wanh Alel, the displaced families in hard-to-
reach areas, as well as resupply of facilities and pre-positioning efforts ahead of the rainy season. 

• There are over 50,000 people displaced in 3 payams in Tonj North, according to the RRC.  Displaced people are 
sheltering in collective sites including schools, churches and other public buildings. 

There are 11 humanitarian organizations including 1 INGOs, 5 NNGOs and 5 UN operating in Tonj North. 

Humanitarian Response  

FSL cluster partner aim to reach 53,894 people (including 34,250 people with general food assistance and 19,644 people 
with food for assets).  The next General Food Distribution is planned for 16 March. In addition, cluster partners reached 
1,949 HHs with distribution of agricultural inputs, some 48,000 livestock were vaccinated and 3,780 livestock were 
treated.    

Nutrition Cluster partners provided nutritional assistance for 298 under-five children and 220 pregnant and lactating 
women through 10 static nutritional facilities and 2 stabilization centres. Health Cluster partners provided 4,589 
consultations in health facilities, of which 2,706 were curative. Health Cluster partners received 7 IEHK kits and 15 
pneumonia kits since the beginning of the response. 

WASH assessments for new drilling, rehabilitation of hand pumps, and beneficiaries’ registration for distribution of 
hygiene kit items are underway across Tonj South County. To fast-track the process, the WASH Cluster is working closely 
with the Logistics Cluster to pre-position the items in Tonj areas to avoid any delays and ensure safety of delivery and 
pre-positioning of supplies in critical locations. 

GBV partners have launched a one-stop centre in Kuajok State Hospital, supported by the Ministry of Health and Ministry 
of Gender, Child and Social Welfare to facilitate referrals. GBV partners provided comprehensive case management 
support to 21 individuals. A total of 1,500 dignity kits have been pre-positioned in Tonj South for distribution by partners. 
An Integrated Protection Mobile Team will carry out a response mission to Tonj South, including protection monitoring, 
protection by presence, and identification and referral of urgent protection cases.  

Plans are underway to conduct an inter-agency assessment in Tonj South from 17 March to 19 March to verify the 
number of displaced people from Tonj North, and assess their needs. The RRC director in Tonj South reported some 
30,000 people displaced from Tonj North, currently sheltering in several locations in Tonj South including Thiet, Wanhalel 
and Tonj Town. The RRC has estimated that there are more than 50,000 people displaced in Tonj South. 

Gaps and Challenges  

Insecurity in two payams in Tonj South, Manyang-ngok and Wanhalel, limited the accessibility and pre-positioning efforts 
for partners. In Wanhalel Payam, insecurity contributed to a reduction in people appearing to nutrition services.  Long-
distance travel to nutrition facilities has resulted in some targeted people defaulting or being absent from the programme. 

Protection partners report a continued escalation in violence, including attacks on civilians and further displacement. In 
addition, there is a heavy deployment of armed forces in Greater Tonj areas. Without proper integration and proper 
support for barracks and food, the armed forces have relied on the communities, resulting in increased violence with 
displaced people and host community, with increased reports of GBV.   
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Funding challenges for protection and WASH partners continue to hamper ability to scale up to meet the additional highly 
vulnerable caseloads in Tonj South. Following the findings of the inter-agency assessment on people displaced in 
collective sites, the multi-sectoral assistance to those displaced will need to be addressed.   

LOGISTICS  

The Logistics Cluster is working with humanitarian organizations to urgently utilize the dry season to pre-position supplies 
in hard-to-reach locations in Priority 1 counties ahead of the rainy season.  In support of these efforts, the Logistics 
Cluster facilitated the transport of over 26 MT of relief items including food, nutrition, shelter and WASH items for partners 
working in Akobo County, during the reporting period. Akobo County remains inaccessible for road transportation, even 
during the dry season, and supplies must be pre-positioned via air.  Construction works are ongoing from Bor-Manyabol- 
Pajut-Pathai-Walgak (Akobo County), allowing for the pre-positioning efforts ahead of the rainy season.   

The Logistics Cluster’s first convoy to Pibor departed on 12 March. Six trucks of 40 MT and five trucks of 20 MT delivered 
critical WASH and nutrition supplies.  The Logistics Cluster will organize convoys every two weeks to Pibor to facilitate 
pre-positioning, until the roads close for the rainy season.  The Logistics Cluster has deployed a coordinator on ground to 
work with partners on common storage in Pibor town. Roads into Pibor are now passable, including to Likuangole, and 
the delivery of urgent supplies and pre-positioning efforts are being scaled up to maximize the current window ahead of 
April and May when the rains set in and road transport for trucks becomes impassable. The local community built a 
temporary bridge, and thus, Vertet in Pibor County is now accessible for specialized trucks but not normal commercial 
trucks for delivering supplies to the area. 

FUNDING  

The 2021 South Sudan Humanitarian Response Plan was launched on 16 March and called for US$1.7 billion to assist 
and protect 6.6 million in 2021.  The plan includes an estimated $68.5 million to support the scale-up of operations to 
meet the urgent needs of people in the six Priority 1 counties, as per the IPC projections.  The South Sudan Humanitarian 
Fund (SSHF) released $13 million to respond to people’s immediate needs in the Priority 1 counties facing Catastrophic 
levels of food insecurity, representing 19 per cent of the scale-up requirements.  The UN Central Emergency Response 
Fund (CERF) allocated a further $10 million to enhance the scale-up and meet the needs of the most vulnerable.  A 
package of projects is under discussion with the CERF Secretariat. Sustaining the response through the lean season is 
vital.  

The ICCG continues to re-prioritize activities, re-programme and re-allocate resources using other supply stocks to 
accommodate the increased people in need of humanitarian assistance across the six counties. The ICCG remains 
deeply concerned about the levels of funding, as without adequate resources, continued re-programming and re-
prioritization of resources from other counties facing emergency levels of food insecurity to the six Priority 1 counties will 
likely cause a further deterioration in other extremely vulnerable food insecure areas.     
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COORDINATION  

OCHA has activated an Operational Working Group (OWG) in Juba, under the leadership of the ICCG, to support the 
multi-sectoral scale-up of response in Priority 1 locations. The OWG meetings will bring together clusters and operational 
partners working in the six Priority 1 counties to identify gaps and challenges and implement response recommendations 
to support the scale-up of humanitarian assistance.  OCHA staff are deployed to priority coordination hubs for the scale-
up of the response including in Pibor, Akobo, Kuajok and Aweil.    
 

 

For further information, please contact:  
Stephen O’Malley, Head of Office, omalley@un.org. +211922551423 
Safari Djumapili, Head of Field Coordination, djumapili@un.org, +211922453870 
Matthew Mpitapita, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, mpitapita@un.org, +211925547269 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/south-sudan  
To be added or deleted from the OCHA South Sudan mailing list, please e-mail ochasouthsudan@un.org 
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