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SITUATION UPDATE PEOPLE AFFECTED AND DISPLACED BY FLOODS

FLOOD-AFFECTED PEOPLE BY STATE
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Some 380,000 people have been affected by flooding in areas along 
the river Nile, Sudd wetlands and the rivers Lol and Sobat since May. 
Jonglei and Unity states are the worst affected. Early seasonal rains have 
caused rivers to overflow their dykes and banks, flooding vast areas and 
settlements across the top of the country, with more heavy rains and 
flooding expected in the coming months. Many of the flood-affected 
people moved to higher grounds within their county, and plan to return 
home once the flood waters recede. Some 100,000 people, mostly from 
Twic East, who were displaced by the 2020 floods, still have not returned 
home and are sheltering in the Bor and Mangalla IDP camps, and in 
Mingkaman, according to humanitarian partners.

A coordinated humanitarian response scale-up in the most affected states 
of Jonglei, Unity, Northern Bahr el Ghazal and Warrap was initiated to 
respond to the increased needs of people affected and displaced by the 
flood waters. Rapid needs assessments have been conducted in eight of 
the affected counties between May and August and partners are now 
responding to the immediate needs of the flood-affected people, with more 
assessments planned and efforts ongoing to reach remote areas. 

According to early assessments, priority needs include food assistance, 
emergency shelter and NFIs, WASH services and hygenie kits, health and 
nutrition supplies and services, protection services and dignity kits, and 
fishing kits for livelihood support. 
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The flood response, as part of the 2021 Humanitarian Response Plan 
(HRP), is targeting counties with at least 5,000 or more flood-affected 
people in combination with other humanitarian conditions, such as 
food insecurity and nutrition challenges based on assessed needs and 
counties in Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) phases 
3 and above.

The locations prioritized include settlements located along the Nile, 
Sudd wetlands and Lol and Sobat rivers across the top of the country 
where the majority of flood-affected communities are displaced. 
Locations where over half of water infrastructure and health facilities 
were destroyed, will also be prioritized.  

The combination of floods with ongoing conflict, displacement, 
COVID-19, high levels of food insecurity and disease outbreaks have 
exacerbated the needs of people in South Sudan. 

Access is a major challenge, with the majority of flood-affected areas 
inaccessible by road and the transport of aid by air is very costly. Some 
of the flood-affected counties in Warrap State are highly insecure due 
to the ongoing sub-national violence. Capacity and supplies on the 
ground are limited and need to be replenished to meet increasing 
needs. Funding is needed to scale up the response to reach 
communities affected by the combination of shocks. Humanitarian 
organizations are using resources from existing programmes to 
respond to the floods. Of the US$1.7 billion requested in the 2021 HRP, 
only $905 million or 54 per cent has been received.

As a consequence of two consecutive years of flooding, seasonal 
livelihood opportunities, such as planting during the lean season, are 
no longer an option for people living in flood-affected areas. Areas 
which used to allow for subsistence farming have remained 
submerged for over a year and longer.

Localization of the response will be promoted by assessing and 
strengthening the capacity and providing additional resources to local 
actors on the ground, close to the flood-affected communities. Based 
on lessons learned from the 2019 and 2020 flood responses, UN 
agencies will conduct a periodic review of pipelines to identify gaps 
and advocate for additional resources to ensure the continuity of the 
flood response to meet people’s needs. 

This year, more work has been done in the preparedness and 
prevention phase to mitigate the impact of the flood waters ahead of 
time. Dykes were repaired and maintained in Bor town and Pibor. 
Community-led flood committees were activated to inform about 
potential flooding hazards and to discuss flood mitigation measures. 
Canoes and boats were prepositioned in Pibor and Fangak ahead of the 
rains in locations where roads are likely to become impassable and the 
only means of reaching people in need would be by river. Mobile teams 
will be deployed for outreach to flood-affected people who are often cut 
off from basic services due to floodwaters.
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