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DISASTER NEEDS ANALYSIS – 05/02/2014  

SOUTH SUDAN 
 

 

Crisis Overview 
 

 On 15 December 2013, violent clashes erupted in 

Juba between Sudan People's Liberation Army 

(SPLA) soldiers from rival political and ethnic 

groups. Subsequently President Salva Kiir accused 

Riek Machar, the former Vice-President who was 

removed from office in July 2013, of an attempted 

coup, an accusation Machar has repeatedly denied. 

The violence quickly spread to other locations in 

late December 2013, with heavy fighting between 

Government and opposition forces in Central 

Equatoria, Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile states. 

 While rooted in a wider political power struggle 

within the governing party, the SPLM, the conflict 

quickly escalated among ethnic groups. Forces 

from different tribes, with a history of conflict predating the current crisis, engaged in 

the violence.  

 Mass extrajudicial killings, arbitrary detention, enforced disappearances, sexual 

violence, widespread destruction of property and the use of children in the conflict 

have been reported since the outbreak of fighting in mid-December. There are also 

claims that violations of international humanitarian law have taken place. 

 Despite a Cessation of Hostilities agreement, which came into effect on 24 January 

2014, violence and fighting are continuing, particularly in Jonglei, Lakes and Unity 

states, with conflict patterns changing on a daily basis. 

 There are large displacements of people as a consequence of the fighting, with people 

being internally displaced, absorbed into host communities or fleeing across the 

border into neighbouring countries. As of 3 February a total of 873,800 people have 

been displaced due to the conflict and violence. Of these 743,400 are IDPs within 

South Sudan, with the greatest number in Upper Nile, Unity and Jonglei. Over 130,400 

people have fled South Sudan into the neighbouring countries of Uganda, Kenya, 

Ethiopia and Sudan. The number of people in need and the number of IDPs continues 

to rise, as fighting continues and as more reports arrive from the field. However, cases 

of over-reporting have also been observed. 

 Up to 7.2 million people are at risk of becoming in need of humanitarian assistance in 

the coming months, both in areas directly struck by the violence and in the country as 

a whole. 3.2 million people are currently estimated to be in acute or emergency food 

insecurity, of which more than 90% are located in states that are worst affected by the 

crisis.  

 The conflict is hampering the prepositioning of goods and supplies ahead of the rainy 

season starting in March/April 2014. Frequent looting of assets, combined with 

insecurity, is likely to continue to restrict humanitarian actors in accessing and 

assisting affected populations. Unity, Jonglei and Upper Nile States have reporting the 

most incidents. Affected areas and presence of IDPs are represented in the map 

below: 

 
Source: HTC, 2014/02/03 

  

 

 

Upper Nile, Jonglei, Unity 
hosting nearly half a million 
displaced people and 
registering the highest 
proportion of food insecure 
population before the 
conflict. 

Lakes, Eastern Equatoria, 
Central Equatoria, Warrap 
also affected by the conflict 
and hosting IDPs. 

 

Most affected States 
 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Response%20Plan_January%20to%20June%202014%20%281%29.pdf
http://www.acaps.org
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 Government capacity to deliver basic services is very limited in a country newly 

independent in 2011 after decades of civil war. 

 Humanitarian assistance has been seriously limited by hostilities and insecurity; the 

looting of stock is ongoing. The limited road network and poor state of tracks cause 

access constraints. There is a lack of logistics assets to support humanitarian 

operations. Humanitarian activities are furthermore constrained by the lack of respect 

for humanitarian workers and interference with activities by armed actors. 

 Most of the markets in conflict-affected areas are either completely destroyed or 

operating at very low levels due to insecurity. 

 Conflict interrupted the main harvest in many areas, which started in November 2013 

and was expected to continue through January 2014. The next agricultural season 

begins in March, and farmers face challenges accessing and cultivating their land. 

 Food insecurity among the worst affected populations, particularly in Jonglei, Upper 

Nile and Unity states, is likely to increase. Despite food provisions, the nutritional 

situation is deteriorating.  

 The malnutrition levels in several of the affected states were high before the outbreak 

of the current violence, with assessments from June 2013 showing Global Acute 

Malnutrition rates above the WHO emergency threshold of 15% in three states, and 

are expected to deteriorate further. This is particularly the case for Jonglei, Unity, 

Warrap and Upper Nile, where pre-crisis GAM rates were 21.1%, 16.3%, 15.9% and 

4.1% respectively.  

 There is a risk of respiratory tract infections and malaria, particularly among the IDPs 

sleeping outside of shelters. 

 As a result of hospitals and health care facilities closing down due to violence, there 

is a lack in the provision of primary health care services to populations, particularly 

those not in proximity to camps in UN bases. 

 Up to the beginning of February 2013 more than 130,400 people have sought refuge 

in neighbouring countries, stretching the camps, host communities and service 

provision there. 

 Civilians in South Sudan are exposed to a range of threats to their safety and human 

rights. Violence between state and non-state armed actors, and between 

communities, continues to pose an immediate threat. Less than 12% of the estimated 

IDPs are sheltered with the UN. IDPs have become victims of serious human rights 

violations through targeted ethnic attacks. There are widespread reports that civilians 

have been targeted based on their political and/or ethnic affiliation. 

 Vulnerability to sexual violence is likely to continue in areas of violence and presence 

of armed forces. 

 Children, especially girls, who have been separated from their families are particularly 

vulnerable to abuse and abduction; the recruitment of children into armed groups has 

been observed.  

 The violence disrupts the education sector in a country that already had extremely 

high pre-emergency educational needs, experiencing low net-enrolment rates, 

especially among girls, a limited number of qualified teachers and limited availability 

of school facilities. Children and teachers have been displaced and school premises 

have been occupied or destroyed, safe learning spaces are not available. 

 Safe drinking water supply and the availability of sanitary facilities was critical already 

pre-crisis. The WASH situation in overcrowded UN camps, IDP locations in the open 

as well as in host communities is stretched to the limits with a lack of safe drinking 

water and lack of sanitary facilities, increasing the risk of water-borne diseases and of 

the outbreak and spread of infectious diseases like Hepatitis E and cholera. 

 Humanitarian standards of shelter provision inside the camps are not currently met 

due to the limited land available. Stocks of food and NFI are vulnerable to looting. At 

the end of January 2014 more than 295,000 IDPs were residing in sites that are 

characterized as being a one in five year flood zone. 

 A large proportion of the IDPs are settled outside of any formal IDP camp. Ensuring 

humanitarian aid to these IDPs is critical. 

 

Information Gaps and Needs 
 

 General information gaps from areas where there is ongoing conflict like in the 

Southern parts of Unity, most counties controlled by opposition in Upper Nile and 

Jonglei, and in other areas. Certain areas and populations are not accessible due to 

general insecurity. 

 Information about the needs of IDPs that are not in official IDP camps. 

 Information on local coping strategies amongst the host communities, local response 

modalities and actions and the severity of their needs. 

 Food Security and Nutrition: Levels of food insecurity (access and availability of food) 

among communities in areas most affected by violence and among IDPs living outside 

of camps. MUAC in IDPs camp and schools to monitor the nutritional situation, 

specifically of new arrivals. 

 Health: Determining the number of fatalities (injured, killed and missing) is challenging 

and unknown. Health conditions of IDPs living outside of camps remain largely 

unknown. 

Priority concerns 
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 Education: School dropout rates and the number of children IDPs in need of safe 

learning spaces. 

 Protection: Monitoring of re-mining activities. Limited data is available related to 

protection issues such as risks to IDPs living outside of camps, children, female-

headed households, Gender Based Violence (GBV), abduction of children and 

ethnically-targeted attacks and violence. 

 WASH: Number of functioning water-boreholes and improved water facilities and 

impact of arrival of IDPs in host community’s access to clean water. 

 Shelter: Number of houses destroyed, shelter and NFI needs of IDPs living outside of 

camps. 

 

Operational Constraints 
 

Physical access and logistics constraints 

 South Sudan has one of the world’s most underdeveloped road networks. Total 

measured constructed road coverage is 10,000 km – no difference between primary 

and secondary exists – but total track coverage nationally is estimated at 90,000 km 

(Logistics Cluster, 2011/10/26). 

 Up to 60% of the country is cut off during the rainy season, meaning that road access 

in key locations of humanitarian response is minimal or impossible from July until 

December (and in some cases longer). This includes all areas currently hosting 

Sudanese refugees, as well as conflict-prone areas in Jonglei and Warrap states 

(HPN, 2013/05). 

 Given the limited road network and the fact that large areas are inaccessible for six 

months of the year due to heavy rains, the humanitarian operations are costly. It 

requires meticulous planning and timely prepositioning of emergency stocks in deep 

field locations during the dry season (HPN, 2013/05). 

 Large quantities of humanitarian aid must be moved over vast distances, in areas with 

extremely limited infrastructure and low supply of commercial transport assets 

(Logistics Cluster, 2013). 

 The supply of adequate commercial warehouse options is limited or non-existent in 

wide parts of the country. Ensuring that large amounts of valuable humanitarian 

supplies are safe and available when needed during an emergency is difficult due to 

significant security concerns (Logistics Cluster, 2013). 

 Southern Sudan controls the upper reaches of the Nile which gives the country 1,463 

km of navigable inland waterway. Lack of rain in the dry season leads to a shallow 

water situation which does affect barge transport and potential capacity (Logistics 

Cluster, 2011/10/26). 

 River travel is hampered by a lack of transport assets, made worse by competition 

with commercial actors for the limited number of barges available (Logistics Cluster, 

2013). 

 During the rainy season 2013, humanitarian activities continued to rely heavily on air 

assets, including helicopters, to reach remote rural areas where people have been 

affected by hostilities or flooding (UN OCHA, 2013). 

 

Insecurity directly impacting humanitarian response 

 Pre-crisis, the humanitarian access in South Sudan was hampered by violence 

against aid workers or assets, active hostilities, bureaucratic impediments and 

logistical challenges. The number of access incidents before the current crisis 

reportedly increased by 33% in 2013 as compared to 2012, with 141 incidents 

recorded in 2012 and 218 recorded in 2013 (UNOCHA, 2013/11/14). 

 The overall security situation in South Sudan was reported as volatile before the 

outbreak of violence in December 2013. Particularly in Jonglei, Unity, Upper Nile and 

Lakes states, humanitarian actors report regular suspensions of humanitarian 

activities or the temporary withdrawal of staff due to fighting between armed groups 

(HPN, 2013/05). 

 The number of killings and abductions of aid workers remained very low pre-crisis, 

however physical violence is common, especially against national staff (HPN, 2013/5). 

 At least three aid workers were killed by unidentified armed men during the first week 

of the crisis. Many more have been wounded or are missing. National humanitarian 

workers have been particularly badly affected by the violence, with many seeking 

safety at UN bases around the country or elsewhere (UNOCHA, 2014/01/14) 

 UNMISS’ flights transporting critical supplies for peacekeepers, medical facilities and 

Internally Displaced Persons have been delayed and hampered by some authorities of 

the Government of the Republic of South Sudan (UNMISS, 14/01/10). 

 As of 22 December 2013, all Logistics Cluster river transport ex-Juba has been 

suspended until further notice, which is affecting the ability of organisations to 

maintain their fuel supplies in Upper Nile State. The Port of Juba is officially closed 

and no humanitarian organisation is travelling on the river due to security issues 

(Logistics Cluster, 2014/01/31). 

 

Looting affecting humanitarian response 

 Between 15 December and 31 January, 95 access incidents were recorded, 

compared to 83 incidents between July and September 2013 and 68 incidents in the 

three months before that. 82% of the incidents recorded since the start of the crisis 

were violence against personnel or assets and within this category 59 per cent 

involved looting or forcible seizure of access (UNOCHA, 2014/02/03). 

http://logcluster.org/sites/default/files/documents/southern_sudan_logistics_capacity_assessment
http://www.odihpn.org/humanitarian-exchange-magazine/issue.../he57pdf
http://www.odihpn.org/humanitarian-exchange-magazine/issue.../he57pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/SouthSudan/South_Sudan_CAP_2014_2016/SOUTH%20SUDAN%20CAP%202014_2016r.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/SouthSudan/South_Sudan_CAP_2014_2016/SOUTH%20SUDAN%20CAP%202014_2016r.pdf
http://logcluster.org/sites/default/files/documents/southern_sudan_logistics_capacity_assessment
http://logcluster.org/sites/default/files/documents/southern_sudan_logistics_capacity_assessment
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/SouthSudan/South_Sudan_CAP_2014_2016/SOUTH%20SUDAN%20CAP%202014_2016r.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/SouthSudan/South_Sudan_CAP_2014_2016/SOUTH%20SUDAN%20CAP%202014_2016r.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/SouthSudan/South_Sudan_CAP_2014_2016/SOUTH%20SUDAN%20CAP%202014_2016r.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/CAP_2014-2016_South_Sudan.pdf
http://www.odihpn.org/humanitarian-exchange-magazine/issue.../he57pdf
http://www.odihpn.org/humanitarian-exchange-magazine/issue.../he57pdf
http://www.odihpn.org/humanitarian-exchange-magazine/issue.../he57pdf
http://www.unocha.org/top-stories/all-stories/south-sudan-6-things-you-need-know-about-humanitarian-crisis
http://unmiss.unmissions.org/Portals/unmiss/%20Press%20Releases/14%20-10%20-%2001%20Press%20Release%20.pdf
http://logcluster.org/sites/default/files/logistics_cluster_south_sudan_operation_overview_140131.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Response%20Plan_January%20to%20June%202014%20%281%29.pdf
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 At least 72 humanitarian vehicles have been stolen since the beginning of the crisis 

(UNOCHA, 2014/02/03).  

 There have also been reports of looting and commandeering of humanitarian vehicles. 

As of mid-Janary, 43 vehicles had been commandeered and 4,700 metric tonnes of 

food had been stolen (Reuters, 2014/01/20). 

 

Mines and hazardous areas 

 In Unity State, extensive re-laying of landmines along transport networks in 2011 

generated significant protection risks for civilians and impeded the ability of 

humanitarians to reach populations in need (UN OCHA, 2011). 

 A Landmine Impact Survey carried out from 2006 to 2009 indicated that landmine and 

explosive remnants of war (ERW) contamination was present to varying degrees in all 

ten states in the country, with the greatest degree of contamination in Central, Eastern 

and Western Equatoria states (UN OCHA, 2013). 

 In the first nine months of 2013, 34 accidents including 13 fatalities were recorded, but 

due to under-reporting, the actual accident figures are expected to be much higher. 

Almost half of the reported fatalities occurred in Central Equatoria, with Unity and 

Western Bahr El Ghazal also recording high levels of accidents. In recent years the 

overall trend shows recorded accidents figures are falling (UN OCHA, 2013). 

 Surveys continue to reveal large numbers of previously unknown hazardous areas 

(Mine Action subcluster, 2013). 

 There are still 637 known hazard areas, with re-mining activities in Jonglei, Unity and 

Upper Nile causing loss of life and hindering access (UN OCHA, 2013, UNMAS data):  

 

Capacity and bureaucratic impediments 

 Limited capacity by NGOs and UN agencies in locations direclty affected by the 

conflict impacts the response. While many agencies were bringing back personnel and 

deploying additional specialized staff, this effort was in some cases hampered by 

internal security procedures and advisories from several countries against travel to 

South Sudan. Partners are working to unblock these obstacles to be able to respond 

with full capacity to  deteriorating needs (UNOCHA, 2014/01/19). 

 There has been an increase in bureaucratic impediments reported by aid workers 

since the country’s independence. There is a sense among humanitarian workers that 

the authorities are deliberately undermining the operational independence of 

humanitarian activities. Bureaucratic impediments can be attributed to both 

inadequate governance structures and capacity and deliberate attempts to control or 

divert humanitarian assistance (HPN, 2013/05). 

 Humanitarian actors have reported increased difficulties in obtaining work permits and 

visas. The visa on arrival facility was removed in mid-2012 for all but a handful of 

nationalities, while surveys by the South Sudan NGO Forum indicate that 40% of NGO 

work permit applications made in 2012 took more than three months to process, 

compared early 2011 when almost half of all applications were completed in less than 

a month. The authorities are increasingly demanding that certain posts be 

nationalised, but there is no clear and transparent nationalisation policy based on an 

assessment of actual national capacity (HPN, 2013/05). 

 Extortion and arbitrary taxation have increased since the collapse of the South 

Sudanese economy following the shutdown of oil production in January 2012. 

Authorities have gradually, and usually informally, introduced a wide range of arbitrary 

fees and taxes, for instance for vehicle rental and road use, as well as price controls 

for items required for humanitarian purposes, such as wooden poles. These measures 

have sometimes been coupled with tight restrictions on UN and NGO hiring and 

procurement procedures, including insistence on hiring or contracting within the 

county or state, and participation by the authorities in recruitment. Other questionable 

or unethical demands by the authorities include access to humanitarian assets for 

personal or professional use. Over the course of 2012, 79 humanitarian vehicles were 

commandeered by the authorities for nonhumanitarian purposes. Attempts to question 

or resist these demands have been met with violence or expulsion (or threats thereof). 

At least 78 national and international humanitarian workers were reported being 

arbitrarily arrested or detained over the course of the 2012, while at least five aid 

workers were ‘expelled’ from areas where they were working (HPN, 2013/05).  

 There is limited field access by humanitarian partners as local authorities have denied 

charter flights carrying humanitarian assistance including medical assistance access 

to some areas (WHO, 2013/01/21). 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Response%20Plan_January%20to%20June%202014%20%281%29.pdf
http://www.source.ly/10U5j#.Uu_RXPZ8y2w
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/CAP_2012_South_Sudan.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/SouthSudan/South_Sudan_CAP_2014_2016/SOUTH%20SUDAN%20CAP%202014_2016r.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/SouthSudan/South_Sudan_CAP_2014_2016/SOUTH%20SUDAN%20CAP%202014_2016r.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/SouthSudan/South_Sudan_CAP_2014_2016/SOUTH%20SUDAN%20CAP%202014_2016r.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/SouthSudan/South_Sudan_CAP_2014_2016/SOUTH%20SUDAN%20CAP%202014_2016r.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis_Situation%20Report%2012_as%20of%2019%20January.pdf
http://www.odihpn.org/humanitarian-exchange-magazine/issue.../he57pdf
http://www.odihpn.org/humanitarian-exchange-magazine/issue.../he57pdf
http://www.odihpn.org/humanitarian-exchange-magazine/issue.../he57pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/south_sudan_sitrep_21january2014%20%281%29.pdf
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Conflicts and Stakeholders Profile 
 

 South Sudan faces numerous political challenges, including the ongoing animosity 

with neighbouring Sudan, economic strain, power struggle within the dominant political 

party, the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM), and ethnic violence (PRIF, 

2013). 

 

Current Crisis  

 Violent clashes between Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA) soldiers from rival 

political and ethnic groups began in Juba on 15 December 2013 after President Salva 

Kiir accused Riek Machar, the former Vice-President who was removed from office in 

July 2013, of an attempted coup. A division of the SPLA defected on 18 December 

and captured Bor in Jonglei state. The government has deployed thousands of 

soldiers to retake the town. Heavy fighting has also taken place in oil-rich Unity state 

where Machar's forces occupied Bentiu before being displaced by government forces 

on 10 January (Global Center for the Responsibility to Protect, 2014/01/15). 

 The violence that had erupted in Juba quickly spread to other locations, with heavy 

fighting reported in Central Equatoria, Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile states between 

Government and opposition forces (HCT, 2013/12/31). 

 Inter-tribal violence, mainly in Jonglei state, is not a new phenomenon in South Sudan 

(Small Arms Survey, 2012/10). The ethnic dimension to the current conflict has fuelled 

this violence in the country. Attacks included the targeting of civilians sheltering at a 

United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) base in Akobo, Jonglei state, 

resulting in the death of 11 civilians and two UN peacekeepers (Global Center for the 

Responsibility to Protect, 2014/01/15). 

 Between mid-December and late January, several state capitals and key cities 

changed hands a few times, causing numerous casualties, large-scale displacements 

and significant material damage. 

 Mass killings, extrajudicial killings, arbitrary detention, enforced disappearances, 

sexual violence, the widespread destruction of property and the use of children in the 

conflict have been reported (UN, 2014/01/17). 

 On 20 January government forces recaptured the town of Malakal situated in the 

strategic oil-producing Upper Nile state and the last major settlement under rebel 

control. Large numbers of rebel forces, however, were still massed in rural areas and 

smaller towns. Malakal, the town of Bentiu in oil-producing Unity State and Jonglei 

State capital Bor have all been largely destroyed and emptied after weeks of 

sometimes intense combat (AFP, 2014/01/24). 

 On 23 January 2014 the rivaling parties signed a  Cessation of Hostilities agreement 

following peace talks that were mediated by the East African regional bloc 

Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) (AFP, 2014/01/24). 

 Just one day after the ceasefire was supposed to have been implemented, both the 

government and rebels accused each other of breaking it (DW, 2014/01/25). 

 Though the number of casualties cannot be confirmed, it is likely to be in the 

thousands. The first days of fighting in Juba alone led to about 300 wounded. Both 

members of armed forces and civilians have been killed and injured, including women 

and children (Health Cluster, 2014/01).  

 Up to 7.2 million people are at risk of needing humanitarian assistance (Health 

Cluster, 2014/01) and as of 3 February the violence had internally displaced more 

than 743,400 civilians since 15 December 2013, with the largest number of IDPs in 

Unity State (UN OCHA, 2014/02/03). 

 Furthermore, as of 3 February an estimated 130,400 refugees from South Sudan have 

fled into the neighbouring countries of which 63,800 are in Uganda, 29,100 in Ethiopia, 

14,100 in Kenya and an estimated 23,500 in Sudan (UN OCHA, 2014/02/03). 

 

Past Political Situation in South Sudan 
Independence from Sudan 

 The Republic of South Sudan became the world’s newest nation and Africa’s 55th 

country on July 9, 2011 (WB, 2013/04).  

 The civil war between the North and South Sudan can be divided into two periods. 

The first period (1955–72) witnessed the war between the government in Khartoum 

and the Anya-Nya Movement in the South. The second period (1983–2005) was 

characterized by a conflict between the government of the Republic of Sudan and the 

Sudanese People's Liberation Army/Movement (SPLA/M) and its allies. This was 

largely regarded as a North–South conflict for control over resources and, from the 

perspective of the SPLA/M, for political autonomy, self-determination and secularism. 

When oil was discovered in the South and oil exploration increased in the 1980s, the 

conflict intensified (ODI, 2012/07). 

 The Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) was signed 9 January 2005. The CPA 

stipulated that a referendum in which independence should be one option should be 

held six years after the signing of the CPA and if the turnout of the referendum was in 

favor of independence, South Sudan should be a sovereign country six months later. 

On 9 January 2011 an overwhelming majority voted for independence and on 9 July 

the same year the new country, the Republic of South Sudan, was born (UCDP, 

2014). 

 

 

http://www.hsfk.de/fileadmin/downloads/prif122.pdf
http://www.hsfk.de/fileadmin/downloads/prif122.pdf
http://www.globalr2p.org/media/files/r2p_monitor_jan2014_final.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCkQFjAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sheltercluster.org%2FAfrica%2FSouthSudan%2FDocuments%2FSouth%20Sudan%20Preliminary%20Response%20Plan_OCHA%2029.12.13.pdf&ei=LJ_qUoi0BPHmsATD74HoAQ&usg=AFQjCNElDBuxOOOD0uGwbQnManYwTiGd1w&sig2=V1kIaF5NB5haOa_G8XGVFA&bvm=bv.60444564,d.cWc&cad=rja
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/fileadmin/docs/issue-briefs/HSBA-IB21-Inter-tribal_violence_in_Jonglei.pdf
http://www.globalr2p.org/media/files/r2p_monitor_jan2014_final.pdf
http://www.globalr2p.org/media/files/r2p_monitor_jan2014_final.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46947&Cr=South%20Sudan&Cr1=#.UuqLdr9nSYU
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5iWFl5V6OcBmWBNFjCG0FGmYkQqNg?docId=3b34319c-8a78-4961-b6ed-e74e38869ca1
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5iWFl5V6OcBmWBNFjCG0FGmYkQqNg?docId=3b34319c-8a78-4961-b6ed-e74e38869ca1
http://www.dw.de/fighting-erupts-in-south-sudan-despite-ceasefire-agreement/a-17387357
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/south_sudan_health_cluster_response_plan_january2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/south_sudan_health_cluster_response_plan_january2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/south_sudan_health_cluster_response_plan_january2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis%20-%20situation%20update%2016_as%20of%203%20February.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis%20-%20situation%20update%2016_as%20of%203%20February.pdf
http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/southsudan/overview
http://www.odi.org.uk/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/7716.pdf
http://www.ucdp.uu.se/gpdatabase/gpcountry.php?id=199&regionSelect=1-Northern_Africa
http://www.ucdp.uu.se/gpdatabase/gpcountry.php?id=199&regionSelect=1-Northern_Africa


                       

6 
 

Interstate conflicts and stakeholders 

 Oil: Both Sudan and South Sudan are heavily dependent on oil revenues, and the 

division of oil wealth is still under discussion. Three-quarters of oil is in South Sudan, 

but all infrastructure to export it (pipelines, refineries and Red Sea port) is in the north. 

Sudan has lost a lot of revenue from oil since the split. In January 2012, the dispute 

over oil reached a crisis point. South Sudan shut down its oil production in protest 

after Sudan started to seize some southern crude to compensate for what it called 

unpaid transit fees (Thomson Reuters Foundation, 2013/11/04). In March 2013 Sudan 

and South Sudan agree to resume pumping oil after a bitter dispute over fees that saw 

production shut down more than a year earlier. They also agreed to withdraw troops 

from their border area to create a demilitarized zone (BBC, 14/01/08). 

 Border issues: The demarcation of the 2,000 kilometer north-south border is another 

contentious issue between the two countries. One of the areas, Abyei, is claimed by 

both Sudan and South Sudan. Its status is unresolved. A referendum over whether it 

will join the north or the south was promised under the 2005 peace deal, and was 

meant to have taken place in January 2011, but the two governments could not agree 

the terms of the vote (Thomson Reuters Foundation, 2013/11/04). 

 

Intrastate conflicts and stakeholders 

 At its birth, South Sudan was involved in intrastate conflicts as the new regime in Juba 

was challenged by the two rebel groups of the South Sudan Democratic Movement / 

South Sudan Defence Army (SSDM/A) and SSLM/A. These groups were supported by 

the government in Sudan (UCDP, 2014). 

 The Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA) is the army of the Republic of South 

Sudan. The SPLA was founded as a rebel group in 1983 (Sudan Tribune, 

2012/05/16). Following the independence of South Sudan in 2011, the SPLA became 

the regular army of the new Republic of South Sudan. In 2005 the current South 

Sudanese president Salva Kiir Mayardit was named the new Commander-in-Chief of 

SPLA (Small Arms Survey, 2010/11).  

 The SPLA has grown in size, from around 150,000-160,000 men in October 2010 to 

about 207,000 personnel just before independence in 2011 (Small Arms Survey, 

2012/06), and due to recruitment and re-enlistment, SPLA has grown further, and 

were in December 2013 estimated at up to 230,000 men (RUSI, 2013/12). The SPLA 

is commanded from its headquarters in Juba and divided into divisions of 

approximately 10,000–14,000, which are made up of brigades and battalions of 

3,000–4,000 and 400–700 men respectively (Small Arms Survey, 2010/11). Since the 

evening of Sunday 15 December 2013, rival units of the SPLA have been fighting 

each other (International Crisis Group, 2013/12/18). 

 The Sudan Democratic Movement (SSDM) / South Sudan Defence Army (SSDA) 

insurgent militia group was created when the SPLA general George Athor rebelled 

against the government of South Sudan after losing in the elections for the position of 

Jonglei governor in 2010. Claiming irregularities in the election process, Athor formed 

the South Sudan Democratic Movement (SSDM) and its armed wing, the South Sudan 

Defence Army (SSDA) in 2010, with logistical support from the Sudanese government. 

Athor died in December 2012.  

o Athor had attracted other dissenting commanders, including David Yau Yau in 

Pibor County (Small Arms Survey, 2013/11/06). Yau Yau first started an armed 

rebellion in 2010 following a local election in which he was defeated by a Sudan 

Peoples' Liberation Movement (SPLM) candidate. In 2011, he signed a peace 

agreement with the government and laid down arms, after which most of his 

troops were integrated into the Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA). In April 

2012, the SPLA announced that he had defected. Soon after he launched a 

second rebellion in Jonglei (IRIN, 2013/07/25). Yau Yau leads the ‘Cobra faction’ 

of the SSDM/A, a name that emerged in mid-2013 to differentiate Yau Yau’s 

second rebellion from the wider South Sudan Democratic Movement/Army 

(SSDM/A) (Small Arms Survey, 2013/11/06). 

o Yau Yau is from the Murle tribe, a minority that lives almost exclusively in Pibor 

County, bordering Ethiopia, and covering the south-east corner of Jonglei state 

(Small Arms Survey, 2013/06/04). His declared reasons for rebellion include the 

marginalization of the Murle community at the state level, and the prevalence of 

corruption and poor governance in the new South Sudan nation (Small Arms 

Survey, 2013/11/22). 

o Yau Yau continues to arm youth from the Murle ethnic group, and remains a 

primary source of arms for civilians in South Sudan. As of early October 2013, Yau 

Yau’s Cobra faction remained the only active militia, while other commanders had 

accepted President Salva Kiir’s blanket amnesty that was issued in April 2013 

(Small Arms Survey, 2013/11/22). 

o As fighting continues in early 2014 between South Sudanese government troops 

and forces loyal to former Vice President Riek Machar, it has been reported that 

David Yau Yau has agreed to lay down arms (VOA, 2014/01/07). 

o In January 2014, Yau Yau signed a ceasefire agreement with the government in 

Juba after having engaged in negotiations with leaders of his Murle ethnic group, 

and with church leaders appointed by President Salva Kiir (VOA, 2014/01/31). 

 The South Sudan Liberation Movement/Army (SSLM/A) was founded by Peter 

Gadet from Mayom county in Unity state who defected from the SPLA in March 2011 

with the intention of bringing down the government and replacing it with a more 

democratic and broad-based coalition. In August 2011, Gadet signed a peace 

http://www.trust.org/spotlight/Sudan-conflicts
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14019202
http://www.trust.org/spotlight/Sudan-conflicts
http://www.ucdp.uu.se/gpdatabase/gpcountry.php?id=199&regionSelect=1-Northern_Africa
http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article42614
http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article42614
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/pdfs/HSBA-SWP-23-SPLA-Transformation-2006-10-and-Beyond.pdf
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/fileadmin/docs/working-papers/HSBA-WP-27-Security-Force-Development-in-South-Sudan.pdf
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/fileadmin/docs/working-papers/HSBA-WP-27-Security-Force-Development-in-South-Sudan.pdf
http://www.rusi.org/downloads/assets/RUSI_Jnl_158_6_Warner_low_res.pdf
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/fileadmin/docs/working-papers/HSBA-WP-23-SPLA-Transformation-2006-10-and-Beyond.pdf
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/publication-type/media-releases/2013/africa/south-sudan-needs-respected-outside-mediation.aspx
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/facts-figures/south-sudan/armed-groups/southern-dissident-militias/ssdma-athor.html
http://www.irinnews.org/report/98474/briefing-why-the-violence-in-south-sudan-s-jonglei-state
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/de/facts-figures/south-sudan/armed-groups/southern-dissident-militias/ssdma-cobra-faction.html
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/fileadmin/docs/facts-figures/south-sudan/armed-groups/southern-dissident-militias/HSBA-Armed-Groups-Yau-Yau.pdf
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/fileadmin/docs/issue-briefs/HSBA-IB22-Pendulum-Swings.pdf
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/fileadmin/docs/issue-briefs/HSBA-IB22-Pendulum-Swings.pdf
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/fileadmin/docs/issue-briefs/HSBA-IB22-Pendulum-Swings.pdf
http://www.voanews.com/content/south-sudan-unrest-yau-yau-rebel-jonglei/1825224.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/south-sudan-yau-yau-rebels-sign-ceasefire-agreement-government/1841838.html
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agreement with the government and was reintegrated into the SPLA. After Gadet’s 

reintegration, there remained a number of active SSLM/A fighters who had broken 

away from him, operating along the South Kodofan-Unity state border (Small Arms 

Survey, 2013/11/06). A number of his commanders fought on until they accepted 

amnesty in April 2013 (Small Arms Survey, 2013/11/22). 

 In the current crisis, Uganda, which for years backed the SPLA in its conflict against 

Sudan's government before the south declared independence in 2011, has sent its 

troops to support President Kiir (Reuters, 2014/01/18). Ugandan troops have joined 

forces with the South Sudanese military and were reported to be fighting in Bor 

(AlJazeera, 2014/01/16).  

 

Non-state conflicts and stakeholders 

 In addition to state based conflicts, non-state conflicts between different ethnic groups 

have occurred in South Sudan since its independence (UCDP, 2014).  

 Cattle is the primary source of wealth and the dowry for marriages among pastoral 

communities in South Sudan and various tribes clash over access to grazing lands 

and territorial control (Small Arms Survey, 2012/10). 

 During the civil war north and south, the tribes of southern Sudan were united by the 

SPLA in their common battle for independence from Sudan. However, after 

independence, traditional hostilities between southern tribes over cattle, land and 

grazing rights, are more likely to escalate (Genocidewatch, 2013). Inter-tribal conflict 

in Jonglei state particularly has escalated and grown increasingly violent since 2009. 

Attacks are ethnically driven and aim not only to loot cattle, but also to kill and abduct 

women and children and destroy homes and communal facilities (Small Arms Survey, 

2012/10). 

 

Main ethnic groups in South Sudan include: 

 The Dinka: This is the largest single ethnic grouping in South Sudan. The Dinka are 

found in the greater Bahr el Ghazal and Upper Nile areas. Dinka groups inhabit the 

vast arc of land running north, west, and south of the central Nile basin (CMI, 2012). 

The concept of state and political institutions, structure and consequently authority 

does not exist among the Dinka. Each Dinka section is an autonomous political entity 

in itself. Dinka culture is centered on cattle. It is the medium of exchange whether in 

marriage, payment of debts and blood price, or for sacrifices to the spirits and on 

major occasions and rites (Gurtong, 2014). 

 The Nuer: This is the second largest ethnic group in South Sudan. They are believed 

to have in the past separated from the Dinka, but that in later development and 

migration assimilated many Dinka in their path (Gurtong, 2014). Like the Dinka, the 

Nuer are pastoralists who are mobile and migrate with the seasons (PRIF, 2013). The 

Nuer now dominate large parts of Upper Nile and occupy the central Nile basin, 

extending eastwards along the Sobat and Baro rivers all the way into Ethiopia (CMI, 

2012).  

 The Lou-Nuer are part of the Nuer ethnic group. The homelands of the Lou-Nuer do 

not contain sufficient land near critically important river-flooded pastures that provide 

the sole source of grass during the height of the drought, to support their large herds 

and populations. This results in them annually migrating in various direction, passing 

through and into territories of neighboring groups on a semi-annual basis in order to 

survive. This has often resulted in the eruption of conflict (CMI, 2012). The Lou-Nuer 

have a command structure that is well defined and the Lou-Nuer youths are larger, 

more powerful, and better organized than the Murle (Small Arms Survey, 2012/10).  

 The White Army: This name was originally used by the Nuer followers of Riek 

Machar during Sudan’s second civil war from 1983-2005, and this group was 

dissolved (Enough Project, 2012/04/03). More recently, in December 2011, UNMISS 

reported that 6,000-8,000 armed youth, militarily organized and primarily of the Lou-

Nuer ethnic group, who call themselves the White Army, mobilized in Jonglei and 

launched a series of systematic attacks on areas inhabited by the Murle ethnic group 

(UNMISS, 2012/06). The militia is allegedly known as the White Army because of the 

white ash they put on their skin to protect them from insects (BBC, 2013/12/29). In the 

current crisis, the UN expressed concern over a White Army group of thousands of 

South Sudanese youths who approached the strategic town of Bor. The youths did not 

have military training and were armed with machetes and sticks. Local negotiators 

succeeded in persuading the group to disband (BBC, 2013/12/29). 

 The Murle: The majority of the Murle are pastoralists living in flat open lowlands in the 

south-eastern corner of Jonglei State (NOREF, 2013/06). The Murle society lacks a 

traditional hierarchy and is instead organized around age-based male groups. The 

youngest age-segment - the most active and aggressive - assume the responsibility of 

defending the tribe from outsiders, and prove themselves through cattle raids. They 

have a vested interest in acquiring weapons and ammunition from an external source 

for purposes of age-set struggles, cattle-raiding, and personal grievances against the 

SPLA (Small Arms Survey, 2013/06/04). The Murle have long felt discriminated 

against, side-lined on development projects and under-represented politically (IRIN, 

2013/07/25). 

 The spatial distribution of ethnic groups in South Sudan is as follows (Gulf/2000 

Project, 2013): 
 

http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/facts-figures/south-sudan/armed-groups/southern-dissident-militias/sslma.html
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/facts-figures/south-sudan/armed-groups/southern-dissident-militias/sslma.html
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/fileadmin/docs/issue-briefs/HSBA-IB22-Pendulum-Swings.pdf
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/01/18/us-southsudan-unrest-idUSBREA0H0DW20140118
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2014/01/ugandan-troops-battling-south-sudan-rebels-201411683225414894.html
http://www.ucdp.uu.se/gpdatabase/gpcountry.php?id=199&regionSelect=1-Northern_Africa
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/fileadmin/docs/issue-briefs/HSBA-IB21-Inter-tribal_violence_in_Jonglei.pdf
http://www.genocidewatch.org/southsudan.html
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/fileadmin/docs/issue-briefs/HSBA-IB21-Inter-tribal_violence_in_Jonglei.pdf
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/fileadmin/docs/issue-briefs/HSBA-IB21-Inter-tribal_violence_in_Jonglei.pdf
http://www.cmi.no/file/1962-Nuer.pdf
http://www.gurtong.net/Peoples/PeoplesProfiles/DinkaJieng/tabid/189/Default.aspx
http://www.gurtong.net/Peoples/PeoplesProfiles/NuerNaath/tabid/223/Default.aspx
http://hsfk.de/fileadmin/downloads/prif122.pdf
http://www.cmi.no/file/1962-Nuer.pdf
http://www.cmi.no/file/1962-Nuer.pdf
http://www.cmi.no/file/1962-Nuer.pdf
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/fileadmin/docs/issue-briefs/HSBA-IB21-Inter-tribal_violence_in_Jonglei.pdf
http://www.enoughproject.org/blogs/enough-101-what-white-army
http://www.refworld.org/pdfid/4feac8632.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-25543061
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-25540694
http://www.peacebuilding.no/var/ezflow_site/storage/original/application/a73e03e2f938e2da71374bafc2981250.pdf
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/fileadmin/docs/facts-figures/south-sudan/armed-groups/southern-dissident-militias/HSBA-Armed-Groups-Yau-Yau.pdf
http://www.irinnews.org/report/98474/briefing-why-the-violence-in-south-sudan-s-jonglei-state
http://www.irinnews.org/report/98474/briefing-why-the-violence-in-south-sudan-s-jonglei-state
http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/South_Sudan_Ethnic_lg.png
http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/South_Sudan_Ethnic_lg.png
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 The conflicts between the ethnic groups of the Lou-Nuer against the Murle in Jonglei 

have been the worst conflicts with more than 1400 people killed in 2011 (UCDP, 

2014). In January 2012, an estimated 6,000 armed Lou Nuer attacked Murle civilians 

in remote areas of Pibor county, killing hundreds (HRW, 2013/07/19). Violence 

between the two tribes continued in 2013 causing hundreds of wounded people (DW, 

2013/07/15). The Murle are a small tribe, a minority in their own land. The absence of 

South Sudanese police makes them especially vulnerable in conflicts. Both the 

government and the UN peacekeepers failed to protect the Murle tribe. The South 

Sudanese government has been reluctant to interfere in the feuds between the two 

tribes due to the fact the Lou Nuer play a crucial role in supplying the South Sudanese 

army (Genocide Watch, 2013). 

 

 
 
 
 

Peacekeeping actions and actors 
UN peacekeeping mission 

 The United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) in the capital Juba was 

established on 8 July 2011 by United Nations Security Council (UNSC) Resolution 

1996 (2011) (UN, 2014). Its current authorization is until 15 July 2014 (UN, 2014). 

 As of 30 November 2013, it counted 7,536 total uniformed personnel of whom 6,715 

troops, 147 military liaison officers and 674 police. Civilian staff numbers reflect the 

status of 31 August 2013: there were 861 international civilian personnel, 1,334 local 

civilian staff and 409 UN Volunteers (UN, 2014). Peacekeepers and civilian staff are 

deployed in all 10 states (Small Arms Survey, 2014). 

 In December 2013, the UNSC authorized almost doubling the UN peacekeeping force 

in South Sudan to nearly 14,000 in the face of a rapidly deteriorating security and 

humanitarian crisis (UN, 2013/12/24). 

 

Peacekeeping actions led by the international community 

 Phase 1 of the Disarmament Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR) of the Sudan 

People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) and organized forces, including police, prisons, 

wildlife and fire brigade commenced in June 2009 and was completed in April 2011 

under the auspices of the UN Mission in Sudan. The total demobilized in South Sudan 

was 12,525 (UNMISS, 2014). 

 A new DDR effort is executed by a range of government, UN, and NGO partners: the 

Sudan DDR Commission (SDDRC), nine federal ministries, four state ministries in 

each state in which DDR is underway, the UN Development Programme (UNDP), 

UNICEF, UN WOMEN, the African Union/UN Hybrid operation in Darfur (UNAMID), 

the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), and 43 national NGOs and community-

based organizations. The Bonn International Center for Conversion (BICC) provides 

direct technical assistance to the SDDRC (Small Arms Survey, 2013/07). 

 The European Union Election Observation Mission (EU EOM) was present in Sudan in 

order to observe the January 2011 Referendum on self‐ determination for Southern 

Sudan, envisaged in the 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) (EU, 2011). 

 The African Union’s High-Level Implementation Panel in 2013 continued to play a key 

role in facilitating negotiations between South Sudan and Sudan. The outstanding 

post-secession issues included oil production arrangements, the status of Abyei, 

demarcation of the border, and citizenship (Small Arms Survey, 2014). 

 

 

 

http://www.ucdp.uu.se/gpdatabase/gpcountry.php?id=199&regionSelect=1-Northern_Africa
http://www.ucdp.uu.se/gpdatabase/gpcountry.php?id=199&regionSelect=1-Northern_Africa
http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/07/19/south-sudan-army-making-ethnic-conflict-worse
http://www.dw.de/un-worries-over-south-sudans-jonglei-clashes/a-16951755
http://www.dw.de/un-worries-over-south-sudans-jonglei-clashes/a-16951755
http://www.genocidewatch.org/southsudan.html
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/unmiss/mandate.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/unmiss/facts.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/unmiss/facts.shtml
http://www.hrw.org/world-report/2013/country-chapters/south-sudan?page=3
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp/www.wmo.int/www.iaea.org/html/html/www.unodc.org/story.asp?NewsID=46823&Cr=south+sudan&Cr1=#.UuFSU7-ny1s
http://unmiss.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=4055&language=en-US
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/fileadmin/docs/facts-figures/ddr/HSBA-DDR-in-Sudan-June-2013.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/eueom/pdf/missions/final-report-eueom-referendum-south-sudan-2011_en.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/world-report/2013/country-chapters/south-sudan?page=3
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Population Profile 
 

 The population in 2011 was an estimated 10.38 million and 10.84 million in 2012 (WB, 

2014). The medium variant, i.e. the middle of a range of estimated populations, for 

2013 is 11.3 million, with a sex ratio of 100 (UN DESA, 2013). According to the 5th 

Population and Housing Census the total population in 2008 was 8.26 million (NBS, 

12/01). 

 The Birth rate per 1.000 of the population was 37.6 in 2010 and 37 in 2011 (WB, 

2014). Life expectancy at birth for both sexes combined was 50.2 years in the period 

2000-2005, 52.1 in 2005-2010 and for 2010-2015 is projected to rise to 55 years (UN 

DESA, 2013). The most recent life expectancy figures are for 2009, and are according 

to WHO 53 years for males and 55 for females (WHO, 2009). 

 The annual population growth rate in 2011 was 4.33% and 4.30% in 2012 (WB, 2014). 

 In 2013, more than 42% of the population was younger than 15 years, roughly 53% 

were between 15 and 59 years old, and only less than 6% were 60 and older (UN 

DESA, 2013).  

 In 2010, 83% of the population was living in rural areas (SSCCSE, 2011/02/08). 

 South Sudan has a large territory with a low population density of only 13 inhabitants 

per square kilometer (WB, 2012/01/01). 

 The average household size was 9 for the rural population, and 7 for                                                          

people living in urban areas (GoSS, 2011/08).                       

 
             Source: Globalsecurity.org, 2014 

Poverty Profile 
 

 According to the Southern Sudan Commission for Census Statistics and Evaluation, 

individuals whose monthly consumption expenditure falls below 74 SDG - which is 

equivalent to USD 13 - are considered to be living in absolute poverty. By this 

measure, half of the total population in the South is considered to be extremely poor 

(AFDB, 2012/08). 

 In 2010, 51% of the population is below the poverty line. This varies greatly depending 

on place of residence, with 55% of the population in rural areas classified as poor, 

compared to 24% in urban areas (SSCCSE, 2011/02/08): 

 In 2010, 

Northern Bahr El 

Ghazal has the 

highest rate of 

poverty at 76%, and 

Upper Nile the 

lowest, at 26%. 

 In 2010, the 

average per capita 

consumption in 

South Sudan was 

100 South 

Sudanese Pounds 

(SDG) per person 

per month. The 

average 

consumption of the 

poor was 39 SDG per person per month, while for the non-poor it was 163 SDG per 

person per month. Average consumption in urban areas is 168 SDG per person per 

month compared to 88 SDG per person per month in rural areas (SSCCSE, 

2011/02/08). 

 Close to 81% of poverty is due to low earnings by household heads with no education 

(AFDB, 2012/08). In 2009, 55% of population with a household head without schooling 

lived under the poverty line, compared to only 11% of those who’s head of household 

had a post-secondary education level (NBS, 2012/01). 

 57% of female-headed households are poor compared to 48% of male-headed 

households (NBS, 2012/01). 

 1% of the population of South Sudan had a bank account in 2010 (SSCCSE, 

2011/02/08). 

http://databank.worldbank.org/data/views/variableSelection/selectvariables.aspx?source=world-development-indicators#c_s
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/views/variableSelection/selectvariables.aspx?source=world-development-indicators#c_s
http://esa.un.org/wpp/Documentation/pdf/WPP2012_HIGHLIGHTS.pdf
http://ssnbs.org/storage/NBHS%20Final%20website.pdf
http://ssnbs.org/storage/NBHS%20Final%20website.pdf
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/views/variableSelection/selectvariables.aspx?source=world-development-indicators#c_s
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/views/variableSelection/selectvariables.aspx?source=world-development-indicators#c_s
http://esa.un.org/wpp/Documentation/pdf/WPP2012_HIGHLIGHTS.pdf
http://esa.un.org/wpp/Documentation/pdf/WPP2012_HIGHLIGHTS.pdf
http://www.who.int/countries/ssd/en/
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/views/variableSelection/selectvariables.aspx?source=world-development-indicators#c_s
http://esa.un.org/wpp/Documentation/pdf/WPP2012_HIGHLIGHTS.pdf
http://esa.un.org/wpp/Documentation/pdf/WPP2012_HIGHLIGHTS.pdf
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_A5_final.pdf
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2012/06/28/000333038_20120628035809/Rendered/PDF/705950PUB0EPI0067902B09780821388914.pdf
http://www.jdt-juba.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/South-Sudan-Development-Plan-2011-13.pdf
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/war/south-sudan-people.htm
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/Africa%20Economic%20Brief%20-%20Poverty%20Situation%20and%20Prospects%20in%20South%20Sudan.pdf
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_A5_final.pdf
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_A5_final.pdf
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_A5_final.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/Africa%20Economic%20Brief%20-%20Poverty%20Situation%20and%20Prospects%20in%20South%20Sudan.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/NBHS%20Final%20website.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/NBHS%20Final%20website.pdf
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_A5_final.pdf
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_A5_final.pdf
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Displacement Profile 
 

Population movements caused by the current crisis 

 Following the violence that erupted on 15 December 2013, thousands of South 

Sudanese have been forced to flee their homes to different parts of South Sudan, as 

well as to neighbouring countries. As of 3 February, it is estimated that at least 

743,400 people have been internally displaced within South Sudan since 15 

December and that an estimated 130,400 people have sought refuge in the 

neighbouring countries of Uganda, Ethiopia, Kenya and Sudan (not including Abyei) 

(UN OCHA, 2014/02/03). 

 
 

Source: UNOCHA, 2014/02/03 

 

 

 

IDPs in South Sudan 

 UNOCHA estimates that as of 3 February 2014, the estimated number of new IDPs in 

South Sudan since 15 December 2013 is at least 743,400. This number may be 

higher as there is limited information about displacement outside of main population 

centres (UN OCHA, 2014/02/03). 

 According to UNOCHA, the IDPs have sought shelter in over 100 locations, and more 

than 18 locations reportedly each host more than 10,000 displaced people (UNOCHA, 

2014/01/30). 

 According to the Camp Coordination and Camp Management Cluster (CCCM), as of 

25 January, 93,679 IDPs had been registered in 10 sites. The largest numbers have 

been registered in Malakal (26,880), UNMISS Tomping (20,498) and UN House (Juba 

3) (15,744) and Awerial 13,932  (CCCM, 2014/01/26). 

 According to UNOCHA, as of 29 January, approximately 80,100 people are sheltered 

in UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) bases (UNOCHA, 2014/01/30). 

 In January 2013 the highest numbers of IDPs were observed in Upper Nile, Jonglei 

and Unity State (Adapted from OCHA, 2014/01/30). 

 

 
Source: UNOCHA, 2014/02/03 

 

Following the cessation of hostilities agreement on 23 January the security situation 

calmed somewhat, though sporadic clashes were reported in rural areas of Jonglei, 

Lakes, Unity and Upper Nile states. Internal displacement by state between 23 

December and 3 February (in thousands) are as follows: 

 

State No IDPs in state

Central Equatoria 98,300

Eastern Equatoria 58,800

Jonglei 133,600

Lakes 92,000

Unity 188,100

Upper Nile 157,300

Warrap 11,700

Western Bahr el Ghazal 700

Northern Bahr el Ghazal 500

Abyei 2,600

Total 743,600

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis%20-%20situation%20update%2016_as%20of%203%20February.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis%20-%20situation%20update%2016_as%20of%203%20February.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis%20-%20situation%20update%2016_as%20of%203%20February.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South_Sudan_crisis_situation_update_15_as_of_30_January.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South_Sudan_crisis_situation_update_15_as_of_30_January.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CCCM%20Cluster%20South%20Sudan%20Operations%20Update%20-%2026%20January%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South_Sudan_crisis_situation_update_15_as_of_30_January.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South_Sudan_crisis_situation_update_15_as_of_30_January.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis%20-%20situation%20update%2016_as%20of%203%20February.pdf
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 Source: UNOCHA, 2014/02/03 

 

Refugees from South Sudan to neighbouring countries 

 As a result of the new conflict that erupted on December 15 2013, the estimated 

number of new refugees from South Sudan in neighbouring countries since 15 

December was as of 3 February 2014 130,400 of which 63,800 are in Uganda, 29,100 

are in Ethiopia, 14,100 are in Kenya and an estimated 23,500 in Sudan (excluding 

Abyei which has been included as IDPs) (UNOCHA, 2014/02/03). 

 UNHCR teams are working to establish new camps and expand existing ones in 

neighbouring Uganda, Ethiopia and Kenya to cope with the influx of refugees from 

South Sudan (UNHCR, 14/01/17). 

 In Ethiopia, Uganda and Kenya, refugees are facing challenges in terms of clean 

water, health, sanitation, shelter and education (UNHCR, 14/01/17). 

 

Uganda 

 63,800 South Sudanese refugees arrived in Uganda between 16 December 2013 and 

3 February 2014 (UNOCHA, 2014/02/03). As of 28 January there was registered a 

total of 65,516 South Sudanese refugees in Uganda. The gender distribution of the 

refugees is 45.9% male and 54.1% female. 64.9% are under the age of 18, and only 

2.2% are above 60 years old (UNHCR, 2014/01/28). Refugees from South Sudan 

enter Uganda mainly through Elegu in Adjumani district and Oraba in Koboko (Uganda 

Red Cross Society, 2014/01/14). The majority of new arrivals in Uganda have fled 

Juba, Bor and Malakal (UNHCR, 2014/01/29). 

 In Adjumani, as of 28 January there were 45,447 South Sudanese refugees, of which 

16,738 were still in transit centres (UNHCR, 2014/01/27). In order to decongest the 

Dzaipi Transit Camp in Uganda, former sites in Nyumanzi and nearby at Baratuku are 

rehabilitated where a primary school and health centre need to be upgraded (UNHCR, 

2014/01/17). 

 In Koboko, the refugees temporarily stay at Keri Transit Camp before their relocation 

to Ocea reception Centre inside Rhino Camp settlement in Arua district (Uganda Red 

Cross Society, 2014/01/14). The Rhino Camp currently has 8,540 South Sudanese 

Refugees (UNHCR, 2014/01/27). 

 Inter-communal tensions resulting from political strife in South Sudan have extended 

across the border with reports of increased insecurity and attacks between the Dinka 

and Nuer communities, now in Elegu camp in Amuru District and those in Dzaipi in 

Adjumani District (UNOCHA, 2014/01/20). 

 There are reports of large numbers of displaced South Sudanese near Nimule, close 

to the border with Uganda, but the numbers and exact locations have not yet been 

established (UNHCR, 2014/01/29). 
 

 

Kenya 

 As of 3 February, 14,100 South Sudanese refugees had arrived in Kenya since the 

start of the conflict in December 2013 (UNOCHA, 2014/02/03). The majority are 

women and children, and children constitute 70% of the new arrivals (UNHCR, 

2014/01/17). 

 In Kenya, many of the refugees arrive through the Nadapal border crossing, which is 

the only official border crossing between Kenya and Uganda, and is located in the 

north western county of Turkana. However, due to the insecurity, it is expected that 

South Sudanese will cross into Kenya at various unofficial entry points in Turkana 

county (UNHCR, 2014/01). The newly established Kakuma 4 refugee camp is used for 

the new arrivals (UNHCR, 2014/01/17).  

 At the end of January, the average rate of daily arrivals has decreased significantly. 

This is attributed to the Government forces’ take-over of Bor, which has restricted 

movement (UNHCR, 2014/01/29). 

 Due to the large number of new refugees, the Government of Kenya had as of 29 

January only been able to register 25% of the new arrivals (UNHCR, 2014/01/29). 

 

Ethiopia 

 According to UNHCR as of 3 February, 29,100 South Sudanese have crossed into 

Ethiopia since 15 December (UNOCHA, 2014/02/03). 

 The majority of the refugees going to Ethiopia are entering Gambella State at the main 

entry points (Yabus and Akobo) from Jonglei State, but smaller numbers have also 

crossed into Benishangul Gumuz State from Upper Nile State (UNHCR, 2014/01).  

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis%20-%20situation%20update%2016_as%20of%203%20February.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis%20-%20situation%20update%2016_as%20of%203%20February.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/52d90b849.html
http://www.unhcr.org/52d90b849.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis%20-%20situation%20update%2016_as%20of%203%20February.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/country.php?id=229
http://www.redcrossug.org/news-a-events/urcs-latest-news/583-red-cross-provides-phone-services-to-south-sudan-refugees
http://www.redcrossug.org/news-a-events/urcs-latest-news/583-red-cross-provides-phone-services-to-south-sudan-refugees
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/regional.php?id=814
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/country.php?id=229
http://www.unhcr.org/52d90b849.html
http://www.unhcr.org/52d90b849.html
http://www.redcrossug.org/news-a-events/urcs-latest-news/583-red-cross-provides-phone-services-to-south-sudan-refugees
http://www.redcrossug.org/news-a-events/urcs-latest-news/583-red-cross-provides-phone-services-to-south-sudan-refugees
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/country.php?id=229
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Humanitarian%20Bulletin%2031%20OCHA%20EA.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/regional.php?id=814
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis%20-%20situation%20update%2016_as%20of%203%20February.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/download.php?id=794
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/download.php?id=794
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/download.php?id=773
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/download.php?id=794
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/regional.php?id=814
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/regional.php?id=814
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis%20-%20situation%20update%2016_as%20of%203%20February.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR_SouthSudanAppeal13January2014.pdf
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 A new site Lietchor is being developed, and plans are to relocate new arrivals to this 

site on 1 February (UNHCR, 2014/01/29). 

 During the last week of January, 3,948 new arrivals have entered into Ethiopia through 

Akobo, Matar and Raad. The majority of the new arrivals are of Nuer ethnicity 

(UNHCR, 2014/01/29). 

 Considering that the adjacent areas to Ethiopia are inhabited by Nuer and other 

minority groups, it is unlikely that the Dinka ethnic population will cross into Ethiopia 

(UNHCR, 2014/01). 

 

Sudan 

 Arrivals to Sudan were reported from 24 December, beginning in smaller numbers to 

areas in South and West Kordofan States. These were largely nomadic populations 

and those affected by fighting in Bentiu, Unity State in South Sudan. Since 15-16 

January, arrivals have significantly increased in numbers, and have been reported 

mostly in White Nile State as a result of the fighting in and around Malakal, Upper Nile 

State (UNHCR, 2014/01/23). 

 As of 3 February that there were approximately 23,500 new South Sudanese refugees 

in Sudan as a result of the violence that broke out in December 2013 (UNOCHA, 

2014/02/03). However this figure is only an estimate, as cross-reference verification 

has been difficult in some areas and in other areas registration had not started as of 

late January. This number may therefore either increase or decrease, and does not 

include those arriving in Abyei (UNHCR, 2014/01/23). 

 Although registration of refugees has yet to take place, reports suggest that a large 

percentage of those arriving are women, children and the elderly (UNHCR, 

2014/01/23). 

 The legal status of the new South Sudanese arrivals remains unclear. They will join 

the estimated 350,000 South Sudanese who remained in Sudan after South Sudan’s 

independence, and who have lost their nationality and have been living in precarious 

legal and humanitarian situation (UNHCR, 2014/01/29). 

 

Protracted crises displacement 

IDPs 

 In January 2012, an estimated 350,000 people were reported to have been displaced 

as a result of conflict in South Sudan in 2011 (UN OCHA, 2012/01/09). 

 For 2011 the following groups of IDPs in South Sudan, which have occurred in 

different stages and as a result of a number of causes, have been identified (IDMC, 

2014): 

o 110,000 people displaced by fighting between the Sudan Armed Forces 

(SAF) and SPLA in Abyei in May 2011 

o People displaced by fighting between SPLA and new South Sudanese 

dissident militia groups in Unity and Upper Nile States 

o people displaced by inter-tribal conflicts in Jonglei, Lakes, Unity and Warrap 

states 

o People displaced by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) in Western Bahr el 

Ghazal and Western Equatoria states (UN OCHA, 12/01/09) 

o People displaced by floods and the impacts of the 2011 drought and 

delayed onset of the rains in February 2012. 

 Between June and October 2012 heavy seasonal rains triggered severe flooding 

across 44 of the country’s 79 counties. The UN estimated that three times as many 

people were affected than during the 2011 floods, with more than 340,000 people 

forced to flee. Jonglei was the worst affected area, with 220,000 people displaced and 

over 90% of roads left impassable (UN OCHA, 2013/02/12).  

 Over the course of 2012, at least 190,000 were newly displaced, and no documented 

returns, local integrations or resettlements have taken place since (IDMC, 2014). 

 Prior to the current violence in South Sudan which erupted in December 2013, around 

189,000 people were displaced in South Sudan in 2013 from the following states: 

Jonglei: 142,000, Upper Nile: 2,000, Central Equatoria: 8,500, Northern Bahr el 

Ghazal: 4,400, Western Equatoria: 2,800, Warrap: 1,000, Lakes: 950 and Eastern 

Equatoria: 390. These numbers only reflect people who have been accessed and 

assisted, which indicates that the actual figure might be larger (IDMC, 2014). 

 

Refugees in South Sudan 

 South Sudan has received 103,000 refugees from Sudan who have fled fighting and 

bombardments in the Sudanese border states of Blue Nile and South Kordofan in 

2011. These refugees have sought safety in Upper Nile and Unity states in South 

Sudan (IDMC, 2012/06/26). 

 As of 26 January 2014, there were 230,261 registered refugees in South Sudan 

 

Country of origin Total No of refugees % of total refugee population 

Sudan 208.804 90.7% 

D.R.C. 13.932 6.1% 

Ethiopia 5.890 2.6% 

C.A.R. 1.635 0.7% 

Total 230.261 100% 
         Source: UNCHR, 2014/01/26 

 

http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/regional.php?id=814
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/regional.php?id=814
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR_SouthSudanAppeal13January2014.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/download.php?id=809
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis%20-%20situation%20update%2016_as%20of%203%20February.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis%20-%20situation%20update%2016_as%20of%203%20February.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/download.php?id=809
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/download.php?id=809
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/download.php?id=809
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/regional.php?id=814
http://internal-displacement.org/8025708F004CE90B/(httpDocuments)/E2B4D44FB19C93A8C12579D50058E8F3/$file/OCHA+map+-+IDPs+South+Sudan+-+Dec+2011.pdf
http://internal-displacement.org/idmc/website/countries.nsf/(httpEnvelopes)/6D662C0F98EA1155C1257967004A4BDE?OpenDocument#44.2.1
http://internal-displacement.org/idmc/website/countries.nsf/(httpEnvelopes)/6D662C0F98EA1155C1257967004A4BDE?OpenDocument#44.2.1
http://internal-displacement.org/8025708F004CE90B/(httpDocuments)/E2B4D44FB19C93A8C12579D50058E8F3/$file/OCHA+map+-+IDPs+South+Sudan+-+Dec+2011.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Humanitarian%20Update%20Oct-Dec%202012.pdf
http://internal-displacement.org/idmc/website/countries.nsf/%28httpEnvelopes%29/6D662C0F98EA1155C1257967004A4BDE?OpenDocument#44.2.1
http://internal-displacement.org/idmc/website/countries.nsf/%28httpEnvelopes%29/6D662C0F98EA1155C1257967004A4BDE?OpenDocument#44.2.1
http://internal-displacement.org/idmc/website/countries.nsf/(httpEnvelopes)/6D662C0F98EA1155C1257967004A4BDE?OpenDocument#44.2.1
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/country.php?id=251
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 The refugees in South Sudan are divided among the following states:  

 
Source: Adapted from UNCHR, 2014/01/26 

 

Refugees from South Sudan 

 As of 1 December 2013 there were 23,501 refugees and Asylum seekers from South 

Sudan in Uganda, 68,068 in Ethiopia and 45,219 in Kenya. These numbers almost 

doubled in Uganda between 15 December 2013 and 14 January 2014 and increased 

in Ethiopia and Kenya (UNHCR, 2014/01/14).  

 Between 300,000 and 350,000 South Sudanese live in Sudan and are at risk of 

statelessness. The "Four Freedoms" agreement signed between Sudan and South 

Sudan in September 2012, which allows citizens of both States to enjoy freedom of 

residence, movement, economic activity and property ownership, has yet to be fully 

implemented (UNHCR, 2013/12/01) 

 

Returnees 

 The return of people of South Sudanese origin from Sudan has taken place primarily 

through voluntary returns, particularly in the years preceding Independence but the 

International Organisation for Migration (IOM) has also led a considerable logistical 

operation of facilitated returns. Figures suggest that around two million have returned 

since the signing of the CPA in 2005. There were around 155,000 assisted returns in 

2012 (IOM, 2013/07/09). 

 In 2013 an estimated 250,000 South Sudanese people still remained in Sudan of 

whom 125,000 were expected to return in the course of the year (IOM, 2013). By July 

2013 50,000 returnees had already arrived in South Sudan (IOM, 2013/07/09). 

 Registered returns of South Sudanese from the north are tracked, but other 

movements are largely invisible. These include the extent of voluntary returns from the 

north, voluntary returns of those displaced within South Sudan, those who return from 

the north but who are unable to reintegrate and move on elsewhere, and pastoral 

groups displaced by drought and other natural resource issues. The tracking of 

registered returns ends after six months. Given that some of the poorest families 

continue to move, resettle and re-migrate for many years after their initial 

displacement, there is very little understanding of the extent to which IDPs have been 

able to achieve durable solutions (IDMC, 2012/06/26). 

 

Seasonal movements 

Pastoralists 

 The adjacent area of the border between Sudan and South Sudan is home to more 

than 25% (12 million) of the combined total population of Sudan and South Sudan. It is 

in every sense a pastoralist border. It runs through grazing lands containing important 

migration routes, especially for northern pastoralist groups, enabling them to access 

dry season pastures in the south for up to five months of the year (HPN, 2013/05).  

 Grazing agreements are no longer simply between two local communities. Instead, the 

primary guarantor of migrant safety is the Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA), the 

South Sudanese Army, and Northern migrants coming to the South must now first 

interact with the relevant state administrations (Small Arms Survey, 2013/07). 

 Along the entire border, there is confusion about which administrative levels should 

organize grazing routes. Maban county, in Upper Nile, organizes its own county-level 

courts to rule on disagreements between host communities and pastoralists, other 

counties want such courts to stay at the level of the host communities and the migrant 

groups. Taxation of migrant groups is similarly disaggregated between different actors, 

leading to confusion and anger between pastoralist groups and host communities 

(Small Arms Survey, 2013/07). 

 The dry season 2011-2012 was characterised by lower levels of pastoralist movement 

into South Sudan than occurred prior to independence. This was true in Unity State 

http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/country.php?id=251
https://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/download.php?id=772
http://www.unhcr.org/528a0a2516.html
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/34C91913F2C212A5C1257BA300572C2F/$file/southsudan-overview-9jul2013.pdf
http://southsudan.iom.int/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/IOM-South-Sudan-2013-Country-Programme.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/34C91913F2C212A5C1257BA300572C2F/$file/southsudan-overview-9jul2013.pdf
http://internal-displacement.org/idmc/website/countries.nsf/%28httpEnvelopes%29/6D662C0F98EA1155C1257967004A4BDE?OpenDocument
http://www.odihpn.org/humanitarian-exchange-magazine/issue-57/pastoralism-in-the-new-borderlands-a-humanitarian-livelihoods-crisis
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/fileadmin/docs/working-papers/HSBA-WP30-North-South-Border.pdf
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/fileadmin/docs/working-papers/HSBA-WP30-North-South-Border.pdf
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and to a lesser degree in Upper Nile State, where strong cooperative agreements 

were made between state and local authorities and various pastoralist groups. The 

Rizeigat migration into Northern Bahr el Ghazal was an exception, with higher than 

average numbers estimated by local communities and officials; the result of strong 

locally managed arrangements and the closure of the border with Western Bahr al 

Ghazal (Concordis International, 2012/10). 

 Within South Sudan conflicts over grazing grounds among pastoralist groups and 

cattle raiding between ethnic (sub-) groups have been an inherent feature of inter-

ethnic relations since long before independence (PRIF, 2013). 

 

http://concordis-international.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Crossing-the-Line-FINAL-26Oct12.pdf
http://hsfk.de/fileadmin/downloads/prif122.pdf
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Humanitarian Profile  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sources: 1: UNCHR, 2014/01/26, 2: UNOCHA, 2014/02/03, 3: UN OCHA, 2012/01/09, 4: IDMC, 2014 
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(7,200,000)
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country 
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Sudan:(208,804)1

DRC:(13,932)1

Ethiopia: (5,890)1

CAR: (1,635)1

Refugees fleeing 
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(130,400)

Uganda:(63,800)2

Kenya:(14,100)2

Ethiopia: (29,100)2
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(1,472,400)
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(350,000)3

2012: (190,000)4

2013: (189,000)4
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by current crisis

(743,400)

Non-
Displaced

(5,366,939)

Humanitarian Profile 

The humanitarian profile attempts to account for the number of people 
having humanitarian needs arising from a given emergency. It is a 
count of the number of “affected” people in the emergency. Different 
groups are identified within the humanitarian profile, such as displaced, 
non-displaced, IDPs and refugees and asylum seekers. Source: IASC 
2011  
 
Available figures did not allow for the displacement figures to be 
mutually exclusive. For example, population displaced due to 2011 
protests may consist of people that also belong to a protracted IDP 
group (e.g. drought induced displaced).  Secondary and tertiary 
displacement is not represented. 

http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/country.php?id=251
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis%20-%20situation%20update%2016_as%20of%203%20February.pdf
http://internal-displacement.org/8025708F004CE90B/(httpDocuments)/E2B4D44FB19C93A8C12579D50058E8F3/$file/OCHA+map+-+IDPs+South+Sudan+-+Dec+2011.pdf
http://internal-displacement.org/idmc/website/countries.nsf/%28httpEnvelopes%29/6D662C0F98EA1155C1257967004A4BDE?OpenDocument#44.2.1
http://cod.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/default/files/iasc_guidelines_on_the_humanitarian_profile_common_operational_dataset_2011-05-20.pdf
http://cod.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/default/files/iasc_guidelines_on_the_humanitarian_profile_common_operational_dataset_2011-05-20.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/4fc880b00.html
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/map_2052.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_doc_37.pdf
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Scenarios 
  
  

Fighting continues                                                                 Low                                 High 

Affected Population 
 

9.000.000 

Probability level    X  

Impact level    X  

Core 

Assumptions 

Violent clashes between different armed groups continues. Insecurity and 
limited access for humanitarian operations persists, increasing the existing 
humanitarian needs among civilians.  
 

Context & Impact 

Humanitarian needs increase, particularly for protection, food security and 
livelihoods. Education remains disrupted, especially for girls. Diseases and 
epidemics spread quickly due to the deterioration of drinking water supply 
and sanitary conditions. Malnutrition rises due to the lack of health centres, 
medical staff, equipment, and medicine. Internal displacement as well as 
cross-border displacement into neighbouring countries continues due to 
violence and insecurity.  

 

Operational 

Constraints 

High insecurity, targeted attacks and increased violence limit humanitarian 
access. Operational constraints include attacks on humanitarian personnel 
and goods, and looting of supplies.  
 

Priority Needs 

Emergency interventions in nutrition, health, WASH, protection and 
education, especially for IDPs and refugees in overcrowded camps, South 
Sudanese refugees in camps in neighbouring countries, IDPs in open areas 
and host communities in South Sudan and neighbouring countries.  
 

 

Increase in Food insecurity                                             Low                                 High 

Affected Population 
 

4.000.000+ 

Probability level   X   

Impact level    X  

Core 

Assumptions 

Stock of food is diminished because of insufficient storage capacity, land is 
not cultivated and crops are not harvested because of displacement. 
Livelihoods collapse because of destroyed or conquered homes and the 
lack of access to building material to rebuild the homes. 

Context & Impact 

Food production is diminished Prices of staple foods increase due to 
reduction in supplies and increased dependency on markets. Reduction in 
livestock available to sell as coping mechanism due to losses during 
violence. 

Operational 

Constraints 

Access to the most affected areas remains difficult due to ongoing 
violence. Looting of humanitarian supplies and food and attacks on 
humanitarian personnel. 

Priority Needs 
Food distribution, supply of seed, agricultural supplies and tools, 
livelihoods support. 

Flooding                                                                               Low                                 High 

Affected Population 
 

500.000 

Probability level   X   

Impact level    X  

Core 

Assumptions 

Flooding occurs due to high rainfall during the rainy season causing 
disruption of livelihoods and possibly displacement from flooded areas. 
Land is degraded from erosion and deforestation increasing the 
occurrence of flood-prone areas. Crops and houses are destroyed. 
Humanitarian access to those in need is limited due to physical access 
constraints. 

Context & Impact 

Humanitarian needs increase, particularly for food security, shelter and NFI 
and livelihoods. Current host communities are affected, possibly displaced 
together with IDPs. Agricultural and livelihood activities are disrupted, 
reconstruction of houses and livelihoods affected by the conflict are 
delayed. Education remains disrupted.  

Operational 

Constraints 
Limited access and storage facilities. Hazard areas and newly laid 
landmines. 

Priority Needs WASH, Shelter and NFI, Health and Nutrition. 

 

 
Source: HTC, 2014/02/03 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Response%20Plan_January%20to%20June%202014%20%281%29.pdf
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Country Profile 

 

Main characteristics 
Key indicators 

 The total population as of 2012 was 10.84 million (WB, 2014). The highest populated 

state is Jonglei with 16% of the population, while Western Bahr el Ghazal is the least 

populated with only 4% (SSCCSE, 2011/02/08). 

 In 2010, 83% of the population was living in rural areas (SSCCSE, 2011/02/08). 

 The average household size was 9 for the rural population, and 7 for people living in 

urban areas (GoSS, 2011/08). 

 In 2009, the life expectancy at birth was 53 for males and 55 for females (WHO, 

2009).  

 The average age of the population in 2012 was 18.52 years old, with 42.28% of the 

population under 15 years old and only 5.26% above 60 years old (WHO, 2013). 

 27% of the population above 15 years of age is literate. The literacy rate for women 

over 16 is only 16%, compared to 40% for males in the same age group. 53% of the 

urban adult population is literate compared to 22% of the rural population (SSCCSE, 

2011/02/08).  

 As of 2010, the under-five mortality rate (UMR) was 105 per 1,000 live births (NBS, 

2010). 

 The maternal mortality rate is among the highest in the world, and was in 2006 

measured at 2,054 per 100,000 live births (MOHSS, 2012).  

 Results from pre-harvest surveys conducted in April/May 2011 across 20 counties in 

Warrap, NBS, Jonglei, UNS, Eastern Equatoria State and Lakes states showed an 

average GAM of 17.4% and average SAM of 3.4% in children under five years in the 

survey areas. GAM rates exceeded the emergency threshold of 15% in 13 of the 20 

surveys, with an additional 5 counties surpassing GAM of 20 percent. (WFP, 

2012/02). As of July 2013, according to Mid-Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC) 

measurements, approximately 11% of children between 6 and 59 months, were 

acutely malnourished, of which 1.8% were severely malnourished. This showed 

significant improvement from the same measurements done the previous year, 

where 20% of the children measured were acutely malnourished, of which 2% 

severely (WFP, 2013/06). 

 There are no 2012 Social Institutions and Gender Index (SIGI) figures available for 

South Sudan (OECD, 2014). 

 A Human Development Index (HDI) for South Sudan is not available (The Guardian, 

2013/03/14). 

 The table below shows average household size by state, the percentage of female-

headed households per state and the percentage of the population per state that are 

residents, as opposed to returnees or IDPs: 

 

State 

Average HH 

size 

% Female 

headed HH % of residents 

Central Equatoria 7.2 42% 99.0% 

Eastern Equatoria 7.3 76% 95.0% 

Western Equatoria 9 28% 95.0% 

Jonglei 7.8 21% 95.5% 

Lakes 8.5 41% 99.0% 

Unity 9.1 42% 99.9% 

Upper Nile 8.7 68% 90.0% 

Warrap 6.7 15% 99.0% 

Western Bahr el Ghazal  28% 95.0% 

Northern Bahr el Ghazal 6.7 26% 99.7% 
     Source: (WFP, 2013/03) 

 

Geography and climate 

 South Sudan has an area of approximately 640,000 sq.km (GOSS, 2012/01). Upon 

independence in 2011, it became the 42nd largest country in the world and the 15th 

largest country in Sub-Saharan Africa (WB, 2012/01/01). 

 South Sudan is composed of 10 states: Central Equatoria, Eastern Equatoria, 

Jonglei, Lakes, North Bahr el Ghazal, Unity, Upper Nile, Warrap, Western Bahr el 

Ghazal and Western Equatoria. South Sudan borders the Central African Republic 

(CAR) in the west, Ethiopia in the east, Sudan in the north, and Uganda, Kenya and 

the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) in the south (IFAD, 2014). 

 Most of South Sudan has a semi-humid climate, with annual rainfall ranging from 

200 mm in the southeast (Eastern Equatoria) to 1200-2200 mm in the forest zone in 

Western Equatoria and the Equatorian highlands. In the northern states rainfall 

varies between 700 and 1300 mm. Rainfall is seasonal: the rainy season is from 

April to December and causes seasonal flooding of floodplains (GOSS, 2012/01). 
 

 
Source: Adapted from WB, 1960-90 and FEWSNET, 2013/12/17 

http://data.worldbank.org/country/south-sudan
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_A5_final.pdf
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_A5_final.pdf
http://www.jdt-juba.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/South-Sudan-Development-Plan-2011-13.pdf
http://www.who.int/countries/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/countries/ssd/en/
http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.country.country-SSD
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_A5_final.pdf
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_A5_final.pdf
http://www.southsudanembassydc.org/PDFs/others/SHHS%20II%20Report%20Final.pdf
http://www.southsudanembassydc.org/PDFs/others/SHHS%20II%20Report%20Final.pdf
https://extranet.who.int/nutrition/gina/sites/default/files/SSD%202012%20HEALTH%20SECTOR%20DEVELOPMENT%20PLAN%202012-2016.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp245820.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp245820.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
http://genderindex.org/ranking
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/datablog/2013/mar/14/un-human-development-index-2013-data
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/datablog/2013/mar/14/un-human-development-index-2013-data
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Annual%20Needs%20and%20Livelihoods%20Analysis%2020122013%2C%20March%202013.pdf
http://www.ss.undp.org/content/dam/southsudan/library/Reports/southsudanotherdocuments/EIRO%20Report-fr-website.pdf
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2012/06/28/000333038_20120628035809/Rendered/PDF/705950PUB0EPI0067902B09780821388914.pdf
http://www.ruralpovertyportal.org/country/geography/tags/south_sudan
http://www.ss.undp.org/content/dam/southsudan/library/Reports/southsudanotherdocuments/EIRO%20Report-fr-website.pdf
http://sdwebx.worldbank.org/climateportal/index.cfm?page=country_historical_climate&ThisRegion=Africa&ThisCCode=SSD
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/south-sudan/seasonal-calendar/tue-2013-12-17
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 The total agricultural land is 82 million hectares of which about half is suitable for 

agricultural production. The remaining half is composed of marginal arable land, 

forests and wetlands (WFP, 2013/03). 

 Only 4% of this area is cultivated continuously or periodically. The very low ratio of 

cultivated to total land compares with 28% in Kenya and 8% in Uganda. Most of the 

cultivated land in South Sudan is used by smallholder subsistence farmers practicing 

some form of shifting cultivation (AfDB, 2013). 

 South Sudan's large fertile lands have produced cassava, groundnuts, sweet potato, 

sorghum, sesame, maize, rice, finger millet, cowpea and beans. They are also the 

site of one of the world's largest animal migrations each year (IFAD, 2014). 

 South Sudan has seven major land systems and livelihood zones: the Western 

Flood Plains, the Eastern Flood Plains, the Nile and Sobat Rivers, the Ironstone 

Plateau, the Greenbelt, the Hills and Mountains, and the Arid/Pastoral Zone. The 

country’s landscape is made up of tropical rainforests, extensive flood plains and the 

Sudd wetlands, which is a swampy area formed by the White Nile, a main tributary of 

the Nile River. Making up more than 15% of the country’s total area, it is one of the 

largest wetlands in the world (WB, 2014). 

 South Sudan is endowed with rich natural resources such as oil, gold, silver, iron ore 

and copper (IFAD, 2014). 

 Before a disagreement with the north led to an oil shutdown in January 2012, South 

Sudan produced half a million barrels a day, accounting for 98% of government 

revenues and about 80% of gross domestic product (Revenuewatch, 2014). 

 

Economy  

 The 2012 gross national product (GDP) was $10.22 billion (WB, 2014). 

 The 2012 gross national income (GNI) per capita was $790 (WB, 2014). 

 An estimated 78% of the rural population relies on various aspects of agriculture for 

their livelihoods, including cropping, livestock, forestry, fisheries and agricultural-

related wage labour (FAO 2014/01/13). 

 The country has a very high unemployment rate, with only 11.5% (10.8% of men and 

12.2% of women) of the active population officially employed (AFDB, 2012/10). 

 Annual inflation in November 2013 was -15.2% in Juba, -19.3% in Malakal and -

8.7% in Wau, compared with -14.0% overall for South Sudan (NBS, 2013/12/09). 

 Based on calculations made in 2011 almost 63% of the employed persons worked in 

agriculture, 15% in private household goods and services production, 12.1% in 

services, 7.2% in commerce, and around 1% each in manufacturing, construction 

and other activities (UCW, 2011). 

 Levels of human capital in the work force are extremely low, even among young 

workers. Rates of child labour are very high, jeopardizing children’s ability to acquire 

the human capital necessary for decent work in the future (UCW, 2011). 

 South Sudan has a very limited number of formal export-oriented firms. It exports 

mainly oil, while importing substantial amounts of food and manufactured products 

from the region and beyond. The country has export potential in certain 

commodities, including cereals, timber, live animals, fish, gold, silver, zinc, copper, 

uranium and iron (AfDB, 2013). 

 

Socio-cultural characteristics 

 Ethnic groups: Dinka 35.8%, Nuer 15.6%, Shilluk, Azande, Bari, Kakwa, Kuku, 

Murle, Mandari, Didinga, Ndogo, Bviri, Lndi, Anuak, Bongo, Lango, Dungotona, 

Acholi (CIA, 2014/01/07). 

 Languages: English is the official language. Other widely spoken languages are 

Arabic and Juba Arabic (UNMISS, 2014). About 60 different African languages are 

spoken across Southern Sudan, and the main African languages spoken are Dinka, 

Luer and Shilluk (infoasaid, 2012/02/10). 

 With regards to religious beliefs and practices, South Sudanese are mostly 

pluralistic, with majority of them, about 85%, adhering to indigenous belief systems, 

which involve totems, lower gods and high God, and belief in the power of ancestors 

to look over the living. Others believe in both the indigenous systems and 

Christianity. There is also a very small percentage of Muslims (South Sudan 

Embassy at DC, 2011). 

 

Education 

 In 2012 there were 1,365,757 pupils in primary schools, of which 60.8% were male 

and 39.2% female. There were 56,827 secondary school students, of which 70.5% 

were male and 29.5% female (GOSS, 2013). 

 The literacy rate of the total population in South Sudan age 15 and over who can 

read and write is 27%. The literacy rate among men is 40% and among women 16% 

(WB, 2013/04). 

 South Sudan’s education indicators remain among the worst in the world. It is 

estimated that more than one million children eligible for primary school do not have 

access to basic education, while the few schools that do exist are not conducive to 

learning (UNICEF, 2011/07/09). 

 

 

 

 

 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp256400.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Generic-Documents/South%20Sudan%20Infrastructure%20Action%20Plan%20-%20%20A%20Program%20for%20Sustained%20Strong%20Economic%20Growth%20-%20Chapter%206%20-%20Development%20of%20Agriculture%20in%20South%20Sudan.pdf
http://www.ruralpovertyportal.org/country/geography/tags/south_sudan
http://sdwebx.worldbank.org/climateportalb/home.cfm?page=country_profile&CCode=SSD&ThisTab=Overview
http://www.ruralpovertyportal.org/country/geography/tags/south_sudan
http://www.revenuewatch.org/countries/africa/south-sudan/overview
http://data.worldbank.org/country/south-sudan
http://data.worldbank.org/country/south-sudan
http://www.fao.org/emergencies/fao-in-action/stories/stories-detail/en/c/212265/
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/2012-2014%20-%20South%20Sudan%20-%20Interim%20Country%20Strategy%20Paper.pdf
http://ssnbs.org/storage/cpi/CPI-November_press%20release-Final-%202013-GIG.pdf
http://www.ucw-project.org/attachment/Labour_market_in_South_Sudan_childlabour_youthemployment20120131_173344.pdf
http://www.ucw-project.org/attachment/Labour_market_in_South_Sudan_childlabour_youthemployment20120131_173344.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/South%20Sudan%20-%20A%20Study%20on%20Competitiveness%20and%20Cross%20Border%20Trade%20With%20Neighbouring%20Countries.pdf
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/od.html
http://unmiss.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=5083&language=en-US
http://www.internews.org/research-publications/south-sudan-media-and-telecoms-landscape-guide
http://www.southsudanembassydc.org/inner.asp?z=5D58
http://www.southsudanembassydc.org/inner.asp?z=5D58
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/southsudan/overview
http://www.unicef.org/esaro/Children_in_Sudan_summary_sheet_final.pdf
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Governance 

 In the 2013 Corruption Perception Index, South Sudan ranked 173rd out of 177 with a 

score of 14 out of 100 (Transparency International, 2013). 

 The current president, Mr. Salva Kiir Mayardit (SPLM) (since 9 July 2011, president 

of the autonomous Government of South Sudan from 11 August 2005-9 July 2011) 

was elected as a result of the 11-15 April 2010 Presidential Election by direct 

popular vote (African Elections Database, 2011). 

 From 9-15 January 2011, the Independence Referendum on Unity with or 

Separation from the Republic of Sudan was held. For the referendum to be 

considered valid, a minimum voter turnout of 60% was required. This requirement 

was met with 97.6% voter turnout. 98.83% voted for separation (African Elections 

Database, 2011). 

 According to Article 100 of The Transitional Constitution of the Republic of South 

Sudan, the next general elections are to be held in 2015 (GOSS, 2011), however, in 

2013, the necessary committees to hold a vote as scheduled were not in place (UPI, 

2013/09/13).  

 

Media 

 The ratio of total mobile connections to the total population in 2012 was 21.07% 

(MDI, 2013). 

 Only one in 10 South Sudanese regularly use the internet, although access to 

information via the internet is believed to be increasing, especially among younger 

people (BBC Media Action, 2012/08). 

 Nearly three quarters of the population listen to the radio each day. While there is 

little comprehensive data on media consumption across the country, surveys have 

put daily radio listenership figures at between 74% and 93% (BBC, Media Action 

2012/08). 

 Radios are the most widely owned device/technology for accessing information. 

Among respondents in an Internews survey conducted in 2013, 37% of respondents 

stated that they had a functioning radio in their household. Mobile phones were the 

only other device respondents stated they owned, with 28% of respondents reporting 

having access to a working mobile phone in their household. Accessing information 

via other devices/technologies was reported very low with less than 5% of 

respondents having access to televisions, computers, or the Internet in their 

household. In addition, 48% of respondents did not have access to any of the listed 

devices/technologies (Internews, 2013/09). 

 Internews research conducted in 2011 found radio to be the most popular (63.1%) 

and trusted (70.3%) source of information for most respondents across all research 

sites, followed only by word of mouth and churches/ mosques (BBC Media Action, 

2012/08). 

 Distribution and readership of newspapers is extremely limited outside Juba. The 

Juba Post has a circulation of approximately 2,000 and The Citizen reports a 

circulation of approximately 4,400. Low rates of readership are attributable to low 

literacy rates and logistical distribution challenges (BBC Media Action, 2012/08). 

 By early 2012, there were more than 30 radio stations on air across the country. 

Many of these were set up by churches and community organizations backed by 

international donors. Information and advice delivered face-to-face by word of mouth 

continues to be important in remote rural areas. Local chiefs and religious leaders 

command respect in village communities and play a key role in spreading knowledge 

and forming opinions (infoasaid, 2012/02/10). 

 Radio is a significant source of local news and information in languages that 

listeners, especially outside the capital Juba, can understand and feel part of. Rural 

audiences, and women in particular, struggle with both English and simple Arabic 

(BBC Media Action, 2012/08). 

 The country’s single television station, South Sudan TV, has a relatively low and 

restricted audience, particularly outside Juba where television ownership is low (BBC 

Media Action, 2012/08). 

 Presently, South Sudan lacks an implemented legal framework for the regulation of 

media. While Article 24 of the Transitional Constitution provides for “Freedom of 

Expression and Media”, the state lacks the capacity to enforce this directive 

(Internews, 2013/09). 

 Security force harassment and unlawful detention of journalists is undermining 

freedom of expression in South Sudan (AI, 2013/05/03). 

 In the 2013 Press Freedom Index, South Sudan ranked as 124, compared to 111 in 

2012 (Reporters Without Borders, 2013). 

 

Violence 
 

 Violence has remained elevated in South Sudan since the signing of the 

Comprehensive Peace Agreement in 2005, and gaining full independence from 

Sudan in 2011 has done little to reduce this (ACLED, 2013/04/13). 

 Cattle is a highly valuable asset and is an essential part of the dowry a man offers to 

his bride and in-laws. Rustling is a culturally accepted way of obtaining cattle. During 

such raids, whole villages can get destroyed, women and children get abducted and 

many people get displaced. Since the peace agreement, prices of dowries have 

increased, whereas many young men have returned from war without large assets, 

making the practice of cattle rustling more prevalent (Cordaid, 2012/01). 

 In many states, for example in Lakes, disputes arise when land historically belonging 

to one tribe is declared as the territory of another tribe. Unclear border demarcations 

between counties or between a county and a state further cause tensions since 

http://www.transparency.org/country#SSD
http://africanelections.tripod.com/ssd.html
http://africanelections.tripod.com/ssd.html
http://africanelections.tripod.com/ssd.html
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=8&cad=rja&ved=0CF4QFjAH&url=http%3A%2F%2Fplanipolis.iiep.unesco.org%2Fupload%2FSouth%20Sudan%2FSouth%20Sudan_Transitional_constitution_2011.pdf&ei=gI3eUo_GL4KjhgeWy4DgBg&usg=AFQjCNFao8qpFbI094keS8KGZ0nGruXECQ&bvm=bv.59568121,d.ZG4
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Special/2013/09/13/South-Sudan-facing-election-delays/UPI-97001379089972/
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Special/2013/09/13/South-Sudan-facing-election-delays/UPI-97001379089972/
https://mobiledevelopmentintelligence.com/statistics/76-market-penetration-total
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/mediaaction/pdf/ssudan.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/mediaaction/pdf/ssudan.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/mediaaction/pdf/ssudan.pdf
http://www.internews.org/sites/default/files/resources/InternewsSouthSudanAudienceSurvey_web2013-10-31.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/mediaaction/pdf/ssudan.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/mediaaction/pdf/ssudan.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/mediaaction/pdf/ssudan.pdf
http://www.internews.org/research-publications/south-sudan-media-and-telecoms-landscape-guide
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/mediaaction/pdf/ssudan.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/mediaaction/pdf/ssudan.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/mediaaction/pdf/ssudan.pdf
http://www.internews.org/sites/default/files/resources/InternewsSouthSudanAudienceSurvey_web2013-10-31.pdf
http://www.amnesty.ca/news/news-releases/south-sudan-stop-harassing-detaining-journalists
http://en.rsf.org/press-freedom-index-2013,1054.html
http://www.acleddata.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/ACLED-Conflict-Trends_No-13_April-2013.pdf
http://www.cordaid.org/media/publications/South_Sudan_risk_mapping_20120130_ETG_1.pdf
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communities equate ownership of more land to wealth and social status (UNDP, 

2012/05). 

 Cross-border disputes are also caused by competition over water or pasturelands, 

particularly during the dry season when pastoralists move their herds in search of 

these scarce resources (UNDP, 2012/05). 

 Overall and before the recent conflict starts in December 2013, security improved in 

2013, with the number of people killed in violent incidents halved compared to the 

same period in 2012, notably due to fewer cross-border attacks. Between January 

and October 2013, OCHA recorded 273 violent incidents resulted in 669 deaths and 

the displacement of 188,526 people were reported. In the same period in 2012, 237 

violent incidents were recorded, with 1,328 associated deaths and 170,700 people 

displaced. However, in parts of the country, insecurity worsened significantly. For 

example, in Jonglei State’s Pibor County – one of the least developed parts of the 

country and historically a flashpoint for inter-communal violence – tension and 

clashes between state and non-state armed actors displaced and re-displaced tens 

of thousands of people during the year. In Jonglei, Lakes, Warrap and other states, 

cattle-raiding has also developed into retaliatory spirals of inter-communal violence 

(UN OCHA, 2013). 

 

 
 

 

 Another source capturing conflict events (ACLED) reported a significant increase of 

conflict levels and fatalities in South Sudan in 2013 compared to previous years 

(ACLED, 2014/01/22). Fatalities number per year and state are reported below 

(ACLED data 2013): 

 

 
 

Hazards 
 

 Recurrent natural hazards:  

o Flooding mainly occurs between July and September, when heavy rains fall in 

most parts of the country, leading to the flooding of the Nile River tributaries (WB, 

2014). Especially prone to flooding is the Sudd, the world largest swamp area 

along the river Nile (Cordaid, 2012/01). During the flooding season, many parts of 

the country are left under water, including Jonglei, Unity State, Upper Nile, Warrap, 

Northern Bahr el Ghazal, and parts of Western Equatoria and Eastern Equatoria 

(WB, 2014). 

o Droughts are very common in South Sudan due to the hot and dry conditions 

experienced during the dry season. Their impacts are intensified by increased 

rainfall variability and lack of a national early warning system (WB, 2014). 

o During the dry season (November/December to March/April), wild fires are 

common in all areas of South Sudan. They are mainly caused by lightning strikes 

or by pastoralist clearing desiccated grasses (Cordaid, 2012/01). 

o In May 1990 in the region of Bahr al Jabal, just 100km north east of Juba in the 

Mongola area, several severe earthquakes occurred (registering 7.5 on the Richter 

scale). There were no major damages and no losses of lives; the area affected was 

mostly uninhabited (Cordaid, 2012/01). 

http://www.ss.undp.org/content/dam/southsudan/library/Documents/CSAC%20Reports/UNDP-SS-Lakes-consult-12.pdf
http://www.ss.undp.org/content/dam/southsudan/library/Documents/CSAC%20Reports/UNDP-SS-Lakes-consult-12.pdf
http://www.ss.undp.org/content/dam/southsudan/library/Documents/CSAC%20Reports/UNDP-SS-Lakes-consult-12.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/SouthSudan/South_Sudan_CAP_2014_2016/SOUTH%20SUDAN%20CAP%202014_2016r.pdf
http://www.acleddata.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/ACLED-Conflict-Trends-Report-No-22-January-2014.pdf
http://www.acleddata.com/data/version-4-data-1997-2013/
http://sdwebx.worldbank.org/climateportalb/home.cfm?page=country_profile&CCode=SSD&ThisTab=NaturalHazards
http://sdwebx.worldbank.org/climateportalb/home.cfm?page=country_profile&CCode=SSD&ThisTab=NaturalHazards
http://www.cordaid.org/media/publications/South_Sudan_risk_mapping_20120130_ETG_1.pdf
http://sdwebx.worldbank.org/climateportalb/home.cfm?page=country_profile&CCode=SSD&ThisTab=NaturalHazards
http://sdwebx.worldbank.org/climateportalb/home.cfm?page=country_profile&CCode=SSD&ThisTab=NaturalHazards
http://www.cordaid.org/media/publications/South_Sudan_risk_mapping_20120130_ETG_1.pdf
http://www.cordaid.org/media/publications/South_Sudan_risk_mapping_20120130_ETG_1.pdf
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Source: Cordaid, 13/08/05 

 

 Human induced hazards:  

o Hazards related to infectious diseases; While South Sudan benefits from the Nile 

River ecosystem, several disadvantages are associated with it, including the 

widespread prevalence of diseases, such as malaria and bilharzias. In the 

southwestern agricultural belt, the humid environment is favorable to tsetse flies, 

which cause sleeping sickness, while the extensive acacia and savannah 

grasslands of the Eastern Flood Plains are affected by sand fly infestations, which 

cause leishmaniasis (WB, 2014). 

 Natural factors exacerbating the hazards (GOSS, 2012/01): 

o The drying up of permanent rivers resulting in seasonal rivers, the reduction of 

water tables in boreholes, and the delay and shortening of rainy seasons; 

o Increased soil degradation due to water erosion, wind erosion and fire; 

o Accelerating deforestation due to wood being collected for fuel, charcoal 

production, livestock, agriculture, bricks, and collection of construction materials; 

o Lower agricultural revenues per hectare due to unpredictable rains and soil 

degradation; 

o Reduced wildlife populations due to war-related hunting with a limited possibility of 

recovery in many areas; 

o Competition for drinking water between people and livestock and habitat 

degradation for livestock and wildlife due to vegetation degradation and 

desertification (in the north and south-east of South Sudan); 

o Loss of fish species and reduction of fish size as a result of rivers becoming 

increasingly seasonal. 

 Human factors exacerbating the hazards:  

o Road density in South Sudan is among the lowest in Africa; connections with 

neighbours are limited. Traffic is sparse and road conditions are patchy (WB, 

2011/09). 

o Similar to the other infrastructure sectors, the power generation and transmission 

networks are in an embryonic state. There is only a very small distribution network 

in Juba; in the rest of the country, power networks are non-existent and power 

provision is limited to small-scale thermal generation (WB, 2011/09). 

o The disease burden across South Sudan - in an environment with little health 

infrastructure and extremely remote populations - is very complex. Over two 

decades of civil war has left the health infrastructure of South Sudan very weak, 

with few trained health care professionals and access to the limited and under 

resourced facilities being a challenge for many (Malaria Consortium, 2014). 

o Due to capacity gaps in the State's ability to deliver frontline services, aid 

organizations provide the vast majority of relief in emergencies (UN OCHA, 2013). 

 

 Crisis related calendar (conflict events, human made or natural disasters) are as 

follows: 

 
 
Source: Adapted from FEWSNET, 2013/12, ACLED, 2013 and HEWS, 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cordaid.org/en/publications/risk-analysis-south-sudan/
http://sdwebx.worldbank.org/climateportalb/home.cfm?page=country_profile&CCode=SSD&ThisTab=NaturalHazards
http://www.ss.undp.org/content/dam/southsudan/library/Reports/southsudanotherdocuments/EIRO%20Report-fr-website.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/3577/WPS5814.pdf?sequence=1
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/3577/WPS5814.pdf?sequence=1
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/3577/WPS5814.pdf?sequence=1
http://www.malariaconsortium.org/pages/79.htm
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/SouthSudan/South_Sudan_CAP_2014_2016/SOUTH%20SUDAN%20CAP%202014_2016r.pdf
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/sudan/seasonal-calendar/tue-2013-12-17
http://www.acleddata.com/data/version-4-data-1997-2013/
http://www.hewsweb.org/hazcal/
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Key humanitarian actors and coordination structure 

 The international aid community in South Sudan comprises of 20 UN agencies and 

more than 150 INGOs  (UN OCHA, 2013). 

 The cluster system was activated in South Sudan in 2010 to ensure a coherent, 

principled, predictable and effective humanitarian response. There are currently ten 

clusters and one sector operating in South Sudan. Each cluster is led by a 

designated UN cluster coordinator and NGO cluster co-coordinator. These are as 

per 1 September 2013 (adapted from UN OCHA, 2013/09/01): 

 
 Lead Agency  Co-Coordinators NGO  

Education Cluster  UNICEF  Save the Children UK  

Food Security and Livelihoods Cluster  FAO/WFP  VSF-B  

Health Cluster  WHO  IMC  

Logistics Cluster  WFP  n/a  

Emergency Telecom. Cluster  WFP  n/a  

NFIs, Emergency Shelter Cluster  IOM  World Vision  

Nutrition Cluster  UNICEF  ACF  

Protection Cluster  UNHCR  NRC  

Child Protection (Protection sub cluster) UNICEF  Save the Children  

GBV sub cluster  

(Protection sub cluster) 

UNFPA  ARC  

Mine Action (Protection sub cluster) UNMAS  Handicap Int.  

Land Coordination Forum  

(Protection sub cluster) 

UN Habitat  NRC  

Water and Sanitation Cluster  UNICEF  Medair  

Multi Sector (Emergency Returns Sector)  IOM  UNHCR  

Multi Sector (Refugees)  UNHCR  n/a  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The South Sudan NGO Forum and Secretariat is an independent coordinating body 

of national and international NGOs. The Forum provides a coordinated approach 

through which NGOs, the Government of South Sudan (GoSS), the UN, donors, and 

other external stakeholders can exchange information, share expertise and establish 

guidelines for a more coordinated, efficient and effective use of aid resources for the 

people of South Sudan (South Sudan NGO Forum, 2014). 

 The Forum and Secretariats’ activities focus on information sharing, coordination, 

representation, national NGO capacity building, and security communication. The 

NGO Forum has either observer or full member status on the Humanitarian Country 

Team/Inter-Agency Standing Committee (HCT/IASC) for South Sudan, the UN 

Security Management Team (SMT), the UN Country Team (UNCT), and most 

Steering or Oversight Committees of pooled funds (South Sudan NGO Forum, 

2014). 

 Nearly 100 national NGOs are registered with the National NGO Forum as of 

February 2013. They often work in some of the most far flung and hard-to-reach 

areas of the country (UN OCHA, 2013). 

 The National NGO (NNGO) Forum is the arm of the South Sudan NGO Forum that 

caters to national NGO interests (South Sudan NGO Forum, 2014).  

 The Secretariat facilitates information sharing and representation for the majority of 

international NGOs in South Sudan and an estimated one-third of national NGOs 

(HPN, 2013/05). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/SouthSudan/South_Sudan_CAP_2014_2016/SOUTH%20SUDAN%20CAP%202014_2016r.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/SouthSudan/ClusterLeads%20-%20Co_Leads%20September%202013.pdf
http://southsudanngoforum.org/who-we-are/
http://southsudanngoforum.org/who-we-are/
http://southsudanngoforum.org/who-we-are/
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/SouthSudan/South_Sudan_CAP_2014_2016/SOUTH%20SUDAN%20CAP%202014_2016r.pdf
http://southsudanngoforum.org/national-ngo-forum/
http://www.odihpn.org/humanitarian-exchange-magazine/issue-57/maintaining-ngo-space-in-south-sudan-the-importance-of-independent-ngo-coordination-in-complex-operating-environments
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Livelihoods and Food Security  
 

Priority Concerns 

 
 Looting of supplies and food is of major concern 

 Conflict interrupted the main harvest, which started in November 2013 and is 

expected to continue through January 2014. The next agricultural season begins 

in March, and farmers face challenges accessing their land due to insecurity. 

 In conflict affected states, most households were displaced at a critical point of 

the harvest, and fled without their harvest, which was eventually either destroyed 

or looted. Herders are also unable to safely move their livestock to find food and 

water. 

 Most of the country’s markets are either completely destroyed or operating at very 

low levels due to the insecurity 

 Food insecurity among the worst affected populations, particularly in Jonglei, 

Upper Nile and Unity states, is likely to increase, potentially to IPC phase 4. 

 

Key characteristics 

 

Livelihoods 

 Livelihood zone Description (ODI, 2012/07): 

o The Greenbelt Zone: households rely mainly on agriculture. In dry years, they 

increase their dependence on root crops and exchange. This is the traditional 

surplus producing agricultural region, also known as the ‘bread-basket’ of South 

Sudan. 

o The Arid Zone: households practice mainly pastoralism and migrate seasonally 

for water, pasture and trade opportunities. 

o Hills and Mountains Zone: households practice both agriculture and pastoralism. 

o The Western and Eastern Flood Plain Zones: households rely on livestock and 

agriculture, supplemented by fish and wild foods. 

o The Ironstone Plateau Zone: households rely mainly on crop production. 

o The Nile and Sobat Rivers Zone: households rely on crops, livestock, wild foods 

and fish. 

 The main livelihood zones are shown in the map below FEWSNET, 2013: 

 
 

 Main sources of income per state as of February 2013 was, as % of the assessed 

population (WFP, 2013/03): 

o Western Equatoria: agriculture (40%), sale of natural resources (12%), salaried 

workers (12%), brewing (12%) 

o Eastern Equatoria: sale of natural resources (37%), brewing (19%), livestock 

(17%), agriculture (11%) 

o Jonglei: sale of natural resources firewood (26%), sale of cereals and other 

crops (19%), livestock and livestock products (16%), salaried labour (13%) 

o Lakes: agriculture (38%), livestock (17%) 

o Upper Nile: salaried labour (26%), sale of crops (24%), sale of natural resources 

(11%), casual labour in agriculture (9%) 

o Western Bahr el Ghazal: sale of charcoal (19%), salaried labour (15%), sale of 

crops (14%) 

o Northern Bahr el Ghazal: sale of natural resources (30%), livestock (9%), 

alcohol (19%), casual labour (5%) 

o Warrap: sale of crops (25%), sale of livestock (20%), brewing (15%), salaried 

labour (11%) 

 

http://www.odi.org.uk/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/7716.pdf
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/sud%C3%A1n-del-sur/livelihood-description/sat-2013-08-24
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Annual%20Needs%20and%20Livelihoods%20Analysis%2020122013%2C%20March%202013.pdf
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o Central Equatoria: Casual labour in agriculture sector (22%), sale of crops 

(25%), salaried labour (14%), sale of livestock (8%), sale of charcoal (7%) 

o Unity: sale of livestock (20%), casual labour in agriculture (14%), sale of 

firewood (14%), sale of alcohol (10%) 

 The South Sudan Food security Monitoring report in June 2013 noted changes in 

income opportunities available to households since February 2013. Households that 

depend on sale of natural resources reduced from 27% in February 2013 to 23% in 

June while sale of crops reduced from 18% to 12% during the same period. On the 

other hand, reliance on skilled labour increased from 12% in February 2013 to 17% 

in June, casual labour from 5% to 13% and sale of animal and animal products, a 

distress coping mechanism among pastoral communities, also slightly increased to 

15% from 12% in February (WFP, 2013/06). 

 About 31% of households reported poor income sustainability and reliability while 

another 39% have medium income sustainability and reliability. These proportions 

are similar to those observed during the same period in 2012. More female headed 

households (38%) than male headed households (29%) have poor income reliability 

and sustainability. The IDPs also experience the highest prevalence of income 

unreliability (71%) followed by returnee households (52%) whereas only 30% of 

Residents households had poor income source reliability and sustainability (WFP, 

2013/06). 

 Over-reliance on natural resource-based incomes such as collection/sale of firewood 

and charcoal burning remains a major problem and may have a negative impact on 

the environment and food security if not well managed. The severely food insecure 

households in June 2013 reported higher levels (55%) of poor income reliability and 

sustainability than the food secure (16%). Unreliable income sources limit the ability 

of the affected household’s access to food. This explains why resident households 

with fairly reliable and sustainable income sources are relatively less food insecure 

compared to IDPs and returnees (WFP, 2013/06). 

 Returnees from South Sudan face significant challenges restarting their lives, 

including very few employment opportunities, especially for unskilled labour (ODI, 

2012/07) 

 The country has a very high unemployment rate, with only 11.5% (10.8% of men and 

12.2% of women) of the active population officially employed (AFDB, 2012/10). 

 In 2010, only 1% of the population had a bank account (SSCCSE, 2011/02/08). 

 Traditional livelihood systems rely on cattle rearing, crop production, fishing, wild 

food collection, and trade, with various combinations of these elements making up 

specific household economies depending upon their geographic location (SSCCSE, 

2011/02/08). 

 

 

Agriculture 

 An estimated 78% of the rural population relies on various aspects of agriculture for 

their livelihoods, including cropping, livestock, forestry, fisheries and agricultural-

related wage labour (FAO 2014/01/13). 

 The agriculture sector is largely subsistent, mainly consisting of small-scale 

agriculture and livestock raising. The sector is predominantly based on livestock and 

a variety of crops including grains, pulses, fruits, vegetables, coffee and tea. There is 

very little domestic commercial production (UNDP, 2012/11/20).  

 There is a large potential for agricultural growth in the country, as half of the 82 

million hectares of agricultural land is suitable for agricultural production. In March 

2013, only 4.5% were cultivated (WFP, 2013/03). 

 Most of the current cultivation is rain-fed, while there is potential for irrigation from 

the river Nile (WFP, 2013/03). 

 Cereal production over the last decade has witnessed deficits, with exception of 

2004 and 2008 when a cereal production surplus was recorded, The deficit was 

caused by a combination of insecurity in the areas, as well as floods. This deficit has 

had to be met by either commercial imports or humanitarian assistance (WFP, 

2013/03). 

 In 2009, the most commonly grown cereal was sorghum, cultivated by 68% of 

agricultural households, followed by maize with 44%. Sorghum is grown in all states, 

while maize is the dominating grown cereal in Upper Nile and Unity states. Only 13% 

of the agricultural households are growing cassava. However, the production is 

clearly concentrated in Western Equatoria with 63% agricultural holdings in this state 

growing cassava. Groundnut is the most commonly grown type of bean/peas with 

33% of agricultural households reporting planting some groundnut (NBS, 2012/01). 

 Cereal production deficit is experienced by all states with the exception of Western 

Equatoria that has consistently recorded surplus since 2008 (WFP, 2013/03). 

 South Sudan is experiencing low crop and vegetable production due to several 

factors. Firstly, most farmers rely on rain-fed crop production, meaning erratic or 

delayed rains can result in poor or no harvests, while heavy rains and flooding can 

waterlog fields and destroy stocks. Secondly, conflict and displacement continue to 

force farmers from their fields during key times in the planting season. Thirdly, there 

is a lack of availability and access to planting materials and quality seeds, as most 

farmers utilize seeds from previous years (FAO, 2014).  

 Main agricultural constraints include limited access to quality inputs (e.g. certified 

seeds and fertilizers), high levels of pests and diseases, insecurity in some 

communities, erratic weather patterns, limited road and market infrastructure, limited 

agro-processing capacity, particularly at the smallholder farm level, poorly developed 

agricultural value chains, and competition from cheaper imported rice and cassava 

(WFP, 2013/03). 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
http://www.odi.org.uk/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/7716.pdf
http://www.odi.org.uk/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/7716.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/2012-2014%20-%20South%20Sudan%20-%20Interim%20Country%20Strategy%20Paper.pdf
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_A5_final.pdf
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_A5_final.pdf
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_A5_final.pdf
http://www.fao.org/emergencies/fao-in-action/stories/stories-detail/en/c/212265/
http://www.ss.undp.org/content/dam/southsudan/library/Reports/southsudanotherdocuments/Investing%20in%20Agriculture%20for%20Food%20Security%20and%20Economic%20Transformation%20-%20November%202012.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Annual%20Needs%20and%20Livelihoods%20Analysis%2020122013%2C%20March%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Annual%20Needs%20and%20Livelihoods%20Analysis%2020122013%2C%20March%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Annual%20Needs%20and%20Livelihoods%20Analysis%2020122013%2C%20March%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Annual%20Needs%20and%20Livelihoods%20Analysis%2020122013%2C%20March%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/NBHS%20Final%20website.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Annual%20Needs%20and%20Livelihoods%20Analysis%2020122013%2C%20March%202013.pdf
http://www.fao.org/emergencies/countries/detail/en/c/147627/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Annual%20Needs%20and%20Livelihoods%20Analysis%2020122013%2C%20March%202013.pdf
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 Agricultural yield per hectare for cereals (maize, sorghum, millet, and rice) averages 

only approximately 0.5 metric tons per hectare in South Sudan. In comparison, the 

average yield in Africa is more than 1 ton per hectare, and more than 2.3 tons per 

hectare in South Africa and South Asia (USAID, 2013/10). 

 Seasonal calendar in South Sudan for a normal year is as follows: 

 

 
Source: Adapted from FAO/WFP, 2012/02/08 

 

 

 Major food crops calendar is as follows: 

 
Source: FAO, 2014 

 

Livestock 

 Livestock represents a significant proportion of agricultural activity. South Sudan has 

the sixth largest livestock herd in Africa, with an estimated 11.8 million heads of 

cattle, 13.9 million goats and 12.6 million sheep, which combined with a low 

population density gives the country the highest per capita livestock holding in Africa. 

It is estimated that some 65% of households in South Sudan own livestock (WFP, 

2013/03). 

 The main livestock product is milk, which constitutes the main diet of pastoralists. 

Among the cattle-keeping groups, livestock is traditionally the major or only source of 

prestige and the currency for making marriage arrangements, paying fines, and 

other social transactions. About 80% of cattle transactions take place within this 

context. Cattle sales, unless forced by circumstances, are still unusual and taboo, 

although the domestic livestock market is growing (WB, 2013/01). 

 Endemic diseases (like haemorrhagic septicaemia, contagious bovine 

pleuropneumonia, anthrax and peste des petits ruminants) are undermining livestock 

production. An estimated one in five cattle die from disease (FAO, 2014). 

 

Fisheries 

 Fish is a seasonal important source of food in many parts of the country, and 

throughout the year in the Nile-Sobat corridor and other areas with permanent water 

bodies. All the states have important natural fishing grounds, which are easily 

accessed during the year. It is estimated that some 15-25% of the population 

depends on fishery products as part of their nutritional needs (WFP, 2013/03). 

 Fishing is commonly artisanal using very simple equipment including hooks, throw 

nets, and fishing spears. Large nets are seldom used and are not available in Yirol, 

the main fishing area. Some fresh fish is sold at the Rumbek and Yirol markets, but 

far more common is the sales of sun-dried fish (WB, 2013/01). 

 

Markets and prices 

 The main retail markets in the country are in the state capitals, namely Juba, Aweil, 

Malakal, Wau, Torit, Kuajok, Bentiu, Bor, Rumbek, and Yambio (FEWS, 2013/11) 

 The most important whole sale market is Renk, in Upper Nile state (FEWS, 2013/11) 

 South Sudan is a net food importer. According to the WFP monitoring system, over a 

half of households in South Sudan obtain their cereal from markets during May-

August lean season. Also during the post-harvest period, at least four in ten 

households still depend on market sources of food. Even rural farming households 

report high reliance on markets due to seasonal deficits in local production. Since 

the closure of border in 2012 and resulting trade disruption with Sudan, South Sudan 

has intensified imports of food and non-food commodities from East Africa 

(especially Uganda) and Ethiopia through Gambella (WFP, 2013/03). 

 Trade between South Sudan and Uganda/Kenya is highly asymmetric with the 

volume of exports from these countries being disproportionately larger than the 

volume of exports from South Sudan. This implies that trucks transporting goods 

from Uganda/Kenya to South Sudan usually return back empty, doubling transport 

costs faced by trucking companies (WFP, 2013/03). 

 Annual inflation is less than 10% and decreasing. According to the National Bureau 

of Statistics (NBS), the national consumer price index (CPI) decreased by 11% 

between June 2012 and June 2013, driven primarily by low food prices as a result of 

the excellent 2012/13 harvests (FEWSNET, 2013/07). 

 Annual inflation in November 2013 was -15.2% in Juba, -19.3% in Malakal and -

8.7% in Wau, compared with -14.0% for South Sudan (NBS, 2013/12/09). 

 Prices of food and non-alcoholic beverages decreased in Juba, Malakal and Wau by 

17.8%, 21.3% and 9.4% respectively over this period (NBS, 2013/12/09). 
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http://www.usaid.gov/news-information/frontlines/sudan-south-sudaneducation/south-sudan%E2%80%99s-greenbelt
http://www.fao.org/docrep/015/al984e/al984e00.pdf
http://www.fao.org/giews/countrybrief/country.jsp?code=SSD
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Annual%20Needs%20and%20Livelihoods%20Analysis%2020122013%2C%20March%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Annual%20Needs%20and%20Livelihoods%20Analysis%2020122013%2C%20March%202013.pdf
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2013/08/02/000333037_20130802111129/Rendered/PDF/799230v10ESW0P0Box0379795B00PUBLIC0.pdf
http://www.fao.org/emergencies/countries/detail/en/c/147627/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Annual%20Needs%20and%20Livelihoods%20Analysis%2020122013%2C%20March%202013.pdf
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2013/08/02/000333037_20130802111129/Rendered/PDF/799230v10ESW0P0Box0379795B00PUBLIC0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan_2013_11_PB.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan_2013_11_PB.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Annual%20Needs%20and%20Livelihoods%20Analysis%2020122013%2C%20March%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Annual%20Needs%20and%20Livelihoods%20Analysis%2020122013%2C%20March%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Food%20Security%20Outlook%20Update%20July%202013.pdf
http://ssnbs.org/storage/cpi/CPI-November_press%20release-Final-%202013-GIG.pdf
http://ssnbs.org/storage/cpi/CPI-November_press%20release-Final-%202013-GIG.pdf
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 The market situation is characterized by high food prices, low inter-market linkages 

and generally poor market integration, due to deplorable road conditions worsened 

during the rainy seasons (WFP, 2013/06). 

 Average price evolution of main retailed commodities during the last three years is 

as follows.  

 

 
Source: (VAM, 2014). 

 

 According to the WFP Food Security monitoring, white sorghum, maize and wheat 

flour, all witnessed a rise in market prices after June 2013. The price patterns 

indicate an upward trend in the second quarter of 2013, though still lower than June 

2012, with exception of Wau and Aweil markets. Increase in informal trade between 

Sudan and South Sudan following a decline in tension between the two countries 

from March 2013 could explain the less dramatic rise in food prices compared to 

2012. Prices increased during the third and last quarter of the year as the rainy 

season progresses due to seasonal decline in trade flow as the road conditions 

deteriorate (WFP, 2013/06). 

 In October 2013, Sudan and South Sudan finalized a draft agreement to simplify 

cross-border trade, eliminate tariff and non-tariff barriers, and recognize each other’s 

standards. However, security remains a major challenge in some border areas. In 

early November, four Sudanese traders were reportedly killed by bandits shortly 

after crossing into Sudan from Unity State, deterring traders from taking the risk of 

crossing through border areas, especially close to the Abyei area (FEWSNET, 

2013/11) 

 

 

Food insecurity and poverty 

 Before the fighting broke out in December 2013, 4.4 million people were estimated to 

be facing food insecurity in 2014, of which 830,000 were expected to be facing acute 

food insecurity (FAO 2014/01/13). 

 As of June 2013, 8% of households were severely food insecure, while 34% were 

moderately food insecure.  

 

 
Source WFP, 2013/06 
 

 This indicates an improvement compared to June 2012 when 14% of the households 

were recorded as severely food insecure. Compared to the current year, 2012 was 

characterized by harsh economic situation following the ban in oil production and 

strained border relations with Sudan that severely affected the food security 

situation. However, since April 2013, oil production has resumed while trade flows 

including that of food commodities from Sudan has improved thereby moderating the 

seasonality affects (WFP, 2013/06). 

 The highest levels of food insecurity were seen in Unity (16% severely and 46% 

moderately food insecure), Jonglei (8% severely and 47% moderately food 

insecure), Eastern Equatoria (10% severely and 44% moderately food insecure) and 

Northern Bahr el Ghazal (2% severely and 52% moderately food insecure). There is 

persistent and worsening food situation in Pibor County, South east of Jonglei State 

where populations are affected by fighting between state and non-state armed actors 

and resurgence of inter-communal clashes. (WFP, 2013/06).   

 The state by state analysis also shows a reduction in prevalence of severe food 

insecurity for most states except Unity (16%), Warrap (9%), Lakes (15%) and EES 

(10%), all with levels above the national average (8%) and almost similar levels as in 

the same period in 2012 (WFP, 2013/06). 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
http://foodprices.vam.wfp.org/Analysis-Monthly-Price-DataADV.aspx
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/south-sudan/food-security-outlook-update/sun-2013-11-10
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/south-sudan/food-security-outlook-update/sun-2013-11-10
http://www.fao.org/emergencies/fao-in-action/stories/stories-detail/en/c/212265/
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
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 Food access indicators (limited and unreliable income opportunities and poor 

purchase power) rather than food consumption are shown as the main drivers of 

food insecurity during the current period. (WFP, 2013/06).  

 Food security analysis conducted in June 2013 shows that the IDPs are the worst 

affected population groups, with 36% severe food insecurity, followed by returnees 

with 29% severe food insecurity. This is compared to an overall 8% severe food 

insecure among residents (WFP, 2013/06). 

 Female-headed household show higher levels of severe food insecurity (13%) 

compared to male-headed (7%) (WFP, 2013/06). 

 53% of food consumed comes from own production, while market purchase 

accounts for 32% and the remaining 15% comes from informal exchange such as 

work for food (UNDP, 2012/11/20).  

 48% of households depend on markets as a source of food, a situation that sustains 

the market pressures and higher prices of food commodities compared to previous 

years (WFP, 2013/03). 

 As of 2010, 50.6% of the population is poor, with daily expenditures of less than 

US$2 (AFDB, 2012/10). Poverty varies depending on place of residence, where 55% 

of the population in rural areas are poor, compared to 24% in urban areas.   

Northern Bahr el Ghazal has the highest levels of poverty with 76%, while Upper Nile 

has the lowest rates with 26% (SSCCSE, 2011/02/08). 

 The Gini coefficient for South Sudan is 46, which represents a relatively high rate of 

inequality, since a Gini value of 0 represents absolute equality and 100 represents 

absolute inequality (SSCCSE, 2011/02/08). 

 Maize, sorghum, wheat and groundnuts are the most important food commodities. 

Sorghum, maize, and groundnuts are the staple foods for the poor in most rural 

areas. Maize flour and wheat (as bread) are more important for middle-income and 

rich households in urban areas (FEWS, 2013/11). 

 In June 2013, about 55% of households reported at least one food security coping 

strategy. The most common coping mechanism used were, as a percent of 

household interviewed: eating less preferred food (43%), limit of portion size (41%), 

reduce the number of meals (39%), borrowing food (31%), restriction of adult 

consumption (28%), skip entire days without food (20%), collect unusual wild food 

(19%) and sell more animals (11%) (WFP, 2013/06). 

 In June 2013, 43% of households spent more than 65% of their income on food, 

which is a slight reduction from 46% in June 2012. The highest expenditures on food 

were witnessed in Jonglei (69%) Northern Bahr el Ghazal (65%) and Unity (65%). 

The lowest levels of expenditures on food were recorded in Western Equatoria, 

which had production surplus in the previous season (WFP, 2013/06). 

 

 

Crisis impact  
 

Food security 

 The violence and displacement has worsened an already fragile food security 

situation. It is estimated that over 3 million people are at immediate risk of food 

insecurity, and more than 90% of them are in states that are worst affected by the 

crisis. Up to 7 million people are at some risk of food insecurity over the course of 

the year (UNOCHA, 2014/01/31). 

 The states with the highest levels of acute and emergency food insecurity (IPC 

Phase 3 and 4) are Jonglei (70% of a population of 1.7 million), Unity (65% of a 

population of 1.1 million) and Upper Nile (46% of a population of 1.3): 

 

 
Source: UNOCHA, 2014/01/31 

 

 Access to food remains limited for people sheltering in UN bases (which as of 30 

January was approximately 80,100 people) around the country, and distribution of 

basic food and nutrition supplies is needed, particularly in Bor. Violence and 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
http://www.ss.undp.org/content/dam/southsudan/library/Reports/southsudanotherdocuments/Investing%20in%20Agriculture%20for%20Food%20Security%20and%20Economic%20Transformation%20-%20November%202012.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Annual%20Needs%20and%20Livelihoods%20Analysis%2020122013%2C%20March%202013.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/2012-2014%20-%20South%20Sudan%20-%20Interim%20Country%20Strategy%20Paper.pdf
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_A5_final.pdf
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_A5_final.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan_2013_11_PB.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/shkaxm023t6g278/South%20Sudan%20Humanitarian%20Snapshot%2031%20Jan%202014.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/shkaxm023t6g278/South%20Sudan%20Humanitarian%20Snapshot%2031%20Jan%202014.pdf
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displacement has resulted in the loss of livelihood, particularly sources of food. This 

may eventually result in a nutrition crisis (Food Security and Livelihoods Cluster, 

2014/01/07). 

 A priority will be for displaced communities to resume food production, to prevent 

food insecurity and malnutrition. Support to nutritious/protein rich food production - 

vegetables, livestock and fish - is key to containing malnutrition among displaced 

communities (Food Security and Livelihoods Cluster, 2014/01/16). 

 Food stocks are at high risk of looting, with nearly 10% of the stocks in country 

already reportedly stolen (UNOCHA, 2014/1/16). As of 20 January, WFP estimates 

that as a result of lootings in various facilities around the country, it may have lost 

more than 5,100 metric tonnes (mt) of food, enough to feed up to 306,000 people for 

a month (WFP, 2014/01/20). 

 Timing is critical for livelihoods support. The agricultural season begins in March, 

which means that the window for prepositioning inputs is closing fast (UNOCHA, 

2014/01/19). 

 Due to the current disruption of livelihoods, markets and normal coping strategies, 

most of the IDPs are estimated to face Crisis levels of food insecurity (IPC Phase 3) 

(FEWSNET, 2014/01/24) 

 

Agriculture  

 The outbreak of fighting occurred midway through the main harvest. The short-

maturing sorghum harvest was nearly complete, but the long-maturing sorghum 

harvest usually continues through January. Average to below average harvest is 

expected due to disruptions caused by conflict as well as flood damages earlier in 

the season, particularly in Upper Nile and Unity States. Additionally IDPs in conflict 

affected places have abandoned harvested stocks (FEWS, 2014/1/8). 

 Farmers face considerable challenges accessing their fields in time for the maize, 

groundnut and sorghum planting season that begins as early as March 2014 in some 

areas (FAO, 2014). 

 

Livestock  

 The cold chain system for livestock vaccines has been severely damaged, 

undermining efforts to strengthen the system and increasing the risk of animal 

disease outbreaks, a potential public health hazard (FAO, 2014). 

 Herders are unable to safely move with their livestock in search of water and pasture 

(FAO, 2014). 

 There have been reports of cattle raids in Jonglei state since the beginning of the 

conflict. On 5 January, 80,000 head of cattle were raided from a cattle camp in Twice 

East County in Jonglei (Sudan Tribune, 2014/01/07). 

 

Markets 

 Restricted access to markets: The conflict has impacted internal and cross-boarder 

trade. The most severely affected areas are Jonglei, Upper Nile and Unity states 

(FEWS, 2014/01/08). 

 The markets in Bor (in Jonglei) and Malakal (Upper Nile) have been completely 

destroyed, while markets in Juba and Bentiu are operating at low levels (FEWS, 

2014/01/08).  

 There are limited goods traveling from Juba to the western part of the country (Wau, 

Lakes, and Northern Bahr and Ghazal states), but flows to Jonglei, Unity and Upper 

Nile are cut off since most traders are not willing to assume the security risk (FEWS, 

2014/01/08). 

 Cross-border trade, particularly from Sudan, has declined since most of the traders 

have fled. Supplies from Ethiopia have also declined since the main route through 

Nasir town (Upper Nile state) is under rebel control. Trade flows from Uganda 

continue at reduced levels (FEWS, 2014/01/08).  

 South Sudan imports most of its staplefoods from neighbouring countries, mostly 

Uganda, Sudan and Ethiopia. The fighting has completely halted domestic trade and 

cross-border trade flows in the areas severely affected by the conflict in Jonglei, 

Unity, and Upper Nile states. Most traders left the country since the outbreak of 

fighting, which has significantly reduced the food availability on markets. Although 

trade flows between Uganda and South Sudan continue, the January 2014 flows 

were less than half of the pre-crisis levels. The merchandise is mostly destined for 

Central Equatoria and Eastern Equatoria states. Normally the trade from Uganda 

would also flow to additional states of (unity, Upper Nile, Norhtern Bahr el Ghazal, 

Warrap, Lakes and Western Bahr el Ghazal), but conflict is preventing trade flows to 

these areas (FEWSNET, 2014/01/24) 

 

Most affected groups and areas 

 Approximately 230,000 Sudanese refugees (South Kordofan and Blue Nile states) 

are displaced in South Sudan, mainly residing in Upper Nile and Unity states. Many 

aid agencies are pulling out staff from these areas. As a precautionary measure 

three months of food rations were distributed to the refugees (FEWS, 2014/01/08). 

 Refugees moving to Sudan from South Sudan are of particular concern as they may 

be moving to areas with extreme food shortages due to conflict and a very poor 

harvest, limited access to basic health services, and severely reduced income 

opportunities (FEWS, 2014/01/08). 

 FEWSNET estimates that food insecurity among the worst affected populations, 

particularly in Jonglei, Upper Nile, and Unity states, is likely at Crisis levels (IPC 

Phase 3) or worse. Over the coming months, if conflicts and its impact on food 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South_Sudan_situation_report_8_as_of_7_January.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South_Sudan_situation_report_8_as_of_7_January.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis_Situation%20Report%2011_as%20of%2016%20January.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis_Situation%20Report%2011_as%20of%2016%20January.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20South%20Sudan%20Sitrep14%2020%20January%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis_Situation%20Report%2012_as%20of%2019%20January.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis_Situation%20Report%2012_as%20of%2019%20January.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20-%20Special%20Report_%20Fri%2C%202014-01-24%20_%20Famine%20Early%20Warning%20Systems%20Network.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Food%20Security%20Alert.pdf
http://www.fao.org/emergencies/crisis/south-sudan/en/
http://www.fao.org/emergencies/crisis/south-sudan/en/
http://www.fao.org/emergencies/crisis/south-sudan/en/
http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article45101
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Food%20Security%20Alert.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Food%20Security%20Alert.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Food%20Security%20Alert.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Food%20Security%20Alert.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Food%20Security%20Alert.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Food%20Security%20Alert.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20-%20Special%20Report_%20Fri%2C%202014-01-24%20_%20Famine%20Early%20Warning%20Systems%20Network.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Food%20Security%20Alert.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Food%20Security%20Alert.pdf
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access persists, it is likely that the levels of acute food insecurity will deteriorate to 

Crisis or possibly Emergency (IPC phase 4) levels (FEWS, 2014/01/08). 

 

Lessons Learned 

 

 Connect the livelihood assessment (Rapid Rural Appraisal, Participatory Rural 

Appraisal, Participatory Learning Appraisal) to a conflict analysis to identify drivers 

and causes for food insecurity among individuals, households and communities 

(CRS, 2013). 

 In 2011, insufficient funding and delays in getting required technical expertise 

affected the level of progress made in supporting vulnerable households with 

productive inputs (seeds, hand tools, fishing gear and tailored skill training) to re-

enter the productive cycle (Food Security and Livelihoods Cluster, 2011). 

 

  

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Food%20Security%20Alert.pdf
http://www.crsprogramquality.org/storage/pubs/peacebuilding/humanitarian-response-in-violent-conflict.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/CAP_2012_South_Sudan.pdf
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Health and Nutrition 
 

Priority Concerns 

 
 Reproductive health services including emergency obstetric care are a major gap in 

all sites where displaced people are located  

 Overcrowding and poor sanitation in IDP settlements is leading to increased risks of 

water-borne diseases outbreaks 

 There is a risk of respiratory tract infections and malaria, particularly among the IDPs 

sleeping outside of shelters 

 There is a lack of medicines and medical supplies in most of the health care facilities 

in the country 

 Despite food provisions, the nutritional situation is deteriorating in the two UN IDP 

camps in Juba  

 As a result of hospitals and health care facilities closing down due to violence, there 

is a lack of primary health care services to populations living outside of camps  

 There is an increased number of traumatic injuries caused by insecurity 

 

Key characteristics 

 

Access and coverage 

 In 2011, only 44% of the population had access to local health services within a five 

km radius (MOHSS, 2012). 

 According to the 2009 household survey, 70% of residents had access to some form 

of health facility. In urban areas 93% had access to health care facilities as opposed 

to 66% in rural areas. Of the non-poor 75% had access to health facilities, compared 

to 65% of poor people (NBS, 2012/01). 

 In 2009, 31% of the people in South Sudan who had access to a health care facility 

spent more than one hour to reach the facility, while 36% spent between 30 minutes 

and an hour. The travel time to health care facilities was longer for the rural 

population, where 35% spent more than an hour to reach their health care facility, 

compared to 19% in urban areas. The time it took to travel to the health facility also 

varied by state. The percentage of households that spent more than one hour to 

reach health facilities was largest in Unity (40%), Warrap (39%) Western Equatoria 

(38%), and Central Equatoria (36%). Among the population that did not have access 

to a health care facility, 47% used traditional healers, while 10% used a witch 

doctor (NBS, 2012/01). 

 There is a chronic shortage of health professionals at all levels, including physicians 

(one per 65,574 people). There is also an inequitable distribution of health workers 

both among states and between urban and rural areas (WHO, 2014/01/15). 

 There is currently only one qualified midwife per 39,088 people (WHO, 2014/01/15). 

81% of women delivered at home, and only 11.5% delivered in any type of health 

facility (NBS, 2010). In 2011, only 19% of births were attended by skilled health 

personnel (WHO, 2013). 

 There are 22 health facilities with capacity to perform major surgery, including 14 

hospitals that are supported by humanitarian agencies (UNOCHA, 2013/11/14). 

 As of 2012 there was a total of 1,487 health facilities in the 10 States. Of these, only 

1,147 were functional, of which 3 were teaching hospitals, 7 state hospitals, 27 

county hospitals, 284 primary health care centres, 792 primary health care units, 10 

private facilities, 14 specialised hospitals/clinics and 10 police and military health 

facilities. Only 26% of these facilities had infrastructure in good condition, while 33% 

needed complete replacement. Furthermore, the facilities lacked medical equipment, 

transport and communication, water and power supplies (MOHSS, 2012). 

 Main challenges faced by the sector include inaccessibility of health services due to 

geographical, institutional, socio-cultural and financial barriers, poor quality of health 

services, lack of health communication, critical shortage of human resources, limited 

competence and insufficient skill mix of the available ones, high staff turnover, 

limited capacity of health training institutions, to mention a few (MOHSS, 2012). 

 In 2011, the total expenditure on health was 1.6% of the country’s GDP (WHO, 

2009).  

 

Morbidity and mortality   

 The annual incidence of all forms of TB is estimated at 140 per 100,000 (79/100,000 

for new sputum smear positive cases), while TB specific mortality is estimated at 65 

per 100,000 (MOHSS, 2012). 

 As of 2012, there were approximately 150,000 people in South Sudan living with 

HIV. The prevalence rate among adults between 15 and 49 was 2.7%, and there 

were 19,000 children between 0 and 14 living with HIV. In 2012, 13,000 people died 

of AIDS (UNAIDS, 2012). The prevalence of HIV is highest in Juba and in Western 

Equatoria state (UNOCHA, 2013/11/14). 

 There is a high risk of malaria throughout the country, particularly during the rainy 

season (WHO, 2014/01/15). In 2009 malaria accounted for almost a quarter (24.7%) 

of all diagnoses reported by health facilities in South Sudan. Although 53% of 

households have one or more insecticide-treated nets (ITN), only 25% of children 

under-five and 36% of pregnant women sleep under an ITN (MOHSS, 2014). In 

South Sudan malaria is perennial, with a significant seasonal peak for six months 

during the rainy season, and of moderate to high intensity (DFID, 2011/08/31). 

https://extranet.who.int/nutrition/gina/sites/default/files/SSD%202012%20HEALTH%20SECTOR%20DEVELOPMENT%20PLAN%202012-2016.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/NBHS%20Final%20website.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/NBHS%20Final%20website.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/south_sudan_public_health_risk_assessment%20%281%29.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/south_sudan_public_health_risk_assessment%20%281%29.pdf
http://www.southsudanembassydc.org/PDFs/others/SHHS%20II%20Report%20Final.pdf
http://applications.emro.who.int/dsaf/EMROPUB_2013_EN_1537.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/CAP_2014-2016_South_Sudan.pdf
https://extranet.who.int/nutrition/gina/sites/default/files/SSD%202012%20HEALTH%20SECTOR%20DEVELOPMENT%20PLAN%202012-2016.pdf
https://extranet.who.int/nutrition/gina/sites/default/files/SSD%202012%20HEALTH%20SECTOR%20DEVELOPMENT%20PLAN%202012-2016.pdf
http://www.who.int/countries/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/countries/ssd/en/
https://extranet.who.int/nutrition/gina/sites/default/files/SSD%202012%20HEALTH%20SECTOR%20DEVELOPMENT%20PLAN%202012-2016.pdf
http://www.unaids.org/en/regionscountries/countries/southsudan/
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/CAP_2014-2016_South_Sudan.pdf
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/ssd/south_sudan_public_health_risk_assessment_15january2014_.pdf
http://www.mohss.org/directorates/preventive-health-services/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/67476/malaria-country-profiles.pdf
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 Anecdotal evidence indicates that the burden of non-communicable diseases 

(NCDs) is on the rise, especially injuries related to road traffic accidents, 

cardiovascular diseases (hypertension, stroke) and diabetes (MOHSS, 2012). 

 Although yellow fever is endemic in South Sudan, no cases have been reported over 

the past decade. However, the risk of transmission still exists. Cases of yellow fever 

were reported in neighbouring countries (Uganda and Sudan) in late 2013 (WHO, 

2014/01/15). 

 A major concern is acute lower respiratory (ALRI) tract infection (pneumonia, 

bronchiolitis and bronchitis) in children under five. Current available data as of 

January 2014 shows that respiratory tract infection are cause of 35% of all morbidity 

(WHO, 2014/01/15). 

 

Maternal health 

 The maternal mortality rate is among the highest in the world. In 2006, it was 

measured at 2,054 per 100,000 live births, which is equivalent to a one in seven 

chance of a woman dying of pregnancy related causes in her lifetime (MOHSS, 

2012).  Many deaths are also not reported as 90% of women give birth away from 

formal medical facilities (IRIN, 2012/07/20). 

 The fertility rate per woman in South Sudan in 2012 was 5.01, a decline since the 

2011 figure of 5.1 (WHO, 2013) 

 A leading cause of maternal mortality is infections (from puerperal fever and retained 

placenta), haemorrhaging, or obstructed births. There is a need for blood transfusion 

since a leading cause of maternal mortality is haemorrhaging. Furthermore, the lack 

of access to healthcare facilities play a large role, and there is a lack of professional 

and experienced midwifes, as well as supplies and drugs (IRIN, 2012/07/20). 

 In 2010, 31% of women aged 15 to 19 had begun childbearing, and 96% of women 

of reproductive ages were not using any form of contraception (NBS, 2010). 

 

Infant and child health 

 About 29% of the children under 2 years had experienced illness in the two weeks 

preceding a food security assessment in June 2013. There was minimal variation 

across states with exception of Warrap and Jonglei where 64% and 42% of the 

children had suffered from some illness respectively. Diarrhoea, measles and 

respiratory infections were the most common childhood diseases though with 

variations across the country: Diarrhoea was more frequent in Jonglei and Unity but 

least frequent in Central and Eastern Equatoria. Incidences of measles were highest 

in WES and Warrap but lowest in Upper Nile. Respiratory Infections were however, 

highest in Central Equatoria (WFP, 2013/06).  

 As of 2010, the infant mortality rate (IMR) was 75 per 1,000 live births, reduced from 

102 per 1,000 live births in 2006, and the under-five mortality rate (UMR) was 105 

per 1,000 live births, down from 135 in 2006. There was a variance of mortality rates 

depending on gender, where IMR among male infants stood at 74 compared to 58 

for females per 1,000 live births. The UMR or males was also higher with 113 

compared to 92 for females per 1,000 live births (NBS, 2010). 

 Pneumonia is also a major cause of death in children under-five, with antibiotics 

being a key intervention in cases with suspected symptoms. Malaria is also a leading 

cause of death in children under-five (NBS, 2010). 

 A drop in immunization of children was recorded between 2006 and 2010. In 2010 

45.9% of children had received no immunizations at all by the age of 12 months, 

compared to 42.5% in 2006. Only 6.3% of children between 12 and 23 months had 

received all the recommended vaccinations (NBS, 2010). There is a large variation 

in vaccination rates among children between 12 and 23 months old, with the lowest 

coverage found in Northern Bahr el Ghazal (1.3%), Warrap (1.4%) and Jonglei 

(1.8%), and the highest rates found Central Equatoria (19.2% and Western 

Equatoria (8.7%) (UNOCHA, 2013/11/14).  

 

Nutrition 

 Acute malnutrition peaks every year during the pre-harvest lean season (April to 

June) and gradually decline to its lowest in October before rising again in February 

(UNOCHA, 2013/11/14, WFP, 2013/06). 

 In 2009, 47% of the population were undernourished. Undernourishment varied by 

state, with over 70% of the population being undernourished in Western Bahr El 

Ghazal and Unity compared to only 23% in Western Equatoria (NBS, 2012/01) 

 Most underlying causes of malnutrition are related to poor childcare practices: 

breastfeeding, weaning, feeding and hygiene (ACF, 2004). 

 Approximately 11% of children between 6 and 59 months, measured in June/July 

2013, were acutely malnourished, of which 1.8% were severely malnourished, 

according to Mid-Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC) measurements. This showed 

significant improvement from the same measurements done the previous year, 

where 20% of the children measured were acutely malnourished, of which 2% 

severely (WFP, 2013/06). 

 The levels of acute malnutrition varied at state level. Prevalence of acute 

malnutrition above the WHO Emergency threshold of 15% were recorded in three 

states, namely Jonglei, Unity and Warrap, closely followed by Lakes State. The 

lowest prevalence of acute malnutrition were measured in Western Equatoria and 

Upper Nile (WFP, 2013/06). 

 Results from pre-harvest surveys conducted in April/May 2011 across 20 counties in 

Warrap, NBS, Jonglei, UNS, Eastern Equatoria State and Lakes states showed an 

average GAM of 17.4% and average SAM of 3.4% in children under five years in the 

survey areas. GAM rates exceeded the emergency threshold of 15% in 13 of the 20 

https://extranet.who.int/nutrition/gina/sites/default/files/SSD%202012%20HEALTH%20SECTOR%20DEVELOPMENT%20PLAN%202012-2016.pdf
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/ssd/south_sudan_public_health_risk_assessment_15january2014_.pdf
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/ssd/south_sudan_public_health_risk_assessment_15january2014_.pdf
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/ssd/south_sudan_public_health_risk_assessment_15january2014_.pdf
https://extranet.who.int/nutrition/gina/sites/default/files/SSD%202012%20HEALTH%20SECTOR%20DEVELOPMENT%20PLAN%202012-2016.pdf
https://extranet.who.int/nutrition/gina/sites/default/files/SSD%202012%20HEALTH%20SECTOR%20DEVELOPMENT%20PLAN%202012-2016.pdf
http://www.irinnews.org/report/95900/south-sudan-the-biggest-threat-to-a-woman-s-life
http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.country.country-SSD
http://www.irinnews.org/report/95900/south-sudan-the-biggest-threat-to-a-woman-s-life
http://www.southsudanembassydc.org/PDFs/others/SHHS%20II%20Report%20Final.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
http://www.southsudanembassydc.org/PDFs/others/SHHS%20II%20Report%20Final.pdf
http://www.southsudanembassydc.org/PDFs/others/SHHS%20II%20Report%20Final.pdf
http://www.southsudanembassydc.org/PDFs/others/SHHS%20II%20Report%20Final.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/CAP_2014-2016_South_Sudan.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/CAP_2014-2016_South_Sudan.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/NBHS%20Final%20website.pdf
http://www.actionagainsthunger.org/pressroom/releases/2004/03/16
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
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surveys, with an additional 5 counties surpassing GAM of 20 percent. NBS, Warrap 

and Upper Nile State exceeded the overall average while Jonglei, Lakes and EES 

fell below (WFP, 2012/02). 

 Severe acute malnutrition is highest (5%) in Unity State and also elevated in East 

Equatoria, possibly due to drier than normal weather conditions which has impacted 

on food access amongst the pastoralists in 2013. The following graph shows levels 

of acute malnutrition based on MUAC measurements per state as of June 2013: 

 

 
Source: (WFP, 2013/06) 

 Childhood illnesses are found to be highly correlated to acute malnutrition with a 

child suffering from any illnesses about 2.7 times more likely to have been severely 

malnourished and 1.9 times more likely to have been moderately malnourished 

(WFP, 2013/06). 

 10.4% of non-pregnant women aged between 15 and 49 years measured in June 

2013 were acutely malnourished based on MUAC <230mm, while 1.6% were 

severely malnourished (MUAC <210cm). These rates represent an improvement 

from the same period the year before that showed a prevalence of 20% and 2% for 

overall acute malnutrition and severe acute malnutrition among women respectively, 

though worse than the levels observed in February 2013. Malnutrition amongst 

women showed similar pattern in geographical disparity as under-fives with the 

highest prevalence of acute malnutrition among women recorded in Unity, Warrap 

and Lakes (each reporting more than 15%) while the lowest was recorded in WES 

and CES (<3%) (WFP, 2013/06). 

 In 2010, 45% of children under six months old in South Sudan were exclusively 

breastfed, an increase from 21.1% in 2006 (NBS, 2010) (WFP, 2013/06). 

 52% of children aged 6-24 months surveyed in June 2013 were still breastfeeding 

with variations across states: The Bahr el Ghazals and Central Equatoria reported 

the highest percentage (over 70%) while Unity, Lakes and Upper Nile reported the 

lowest occurrence of breastfeeding at less than 45%.  About 29% of the under 2 

years old had adequate dietary diversity (consumed 4 or more food groups), an 

improvement from the 19% and 20% reported in June 2012 and February 2013. The 

most consumed foods by 6-23 months are cereals/tubers (70%) while the least 

consumed were eggs (13%). Vitamin A-rich vegetables were consumed by 33% of 

6-23 months children, ranging from 19% (Unity and Lakes) to 63% and 56% in 

Western Equatoria and Central Equatoria respectively.  Proportions of under 2 years 

old reporting intake of meat ranged between 20% (Lakes) and 73% (West Bahr el 

Ghazal) (WFP, 2013/06). 

  

Past and continuing epidemics 

 Besides Malaria, TB and HIV/AIDS, epidemic prone communicable diseases, 

including measles, Kalaazar (Visceral leishmaniasis), meningitis, cholera, cutaneous 

anthrax and hepatitis E, contribute to the burden of diseases in the country (MOHSS, 

2012). 

 Between January 2013 and January 2014, outbreaks of, measles, meningitis, 

anthrax, and hepatitis were officially declared, with 12 new outbreaks and two 

existing outbreaks recorded. More than 34% of all reported and investigated 

outbreak rumors were measles followed by acute flaccid paralysis (31%), meningitis 

(11%), Guinea worm (5.9%), malaria (4.5%), kala azar (3.8%), acute jaundice 

syndrome (3.2%), shigellosis (1.6%); and cholera (1.1%) reported from Northern 

Bahr el Ghazal and Jonglei states (Health Cluster, 2014/01) 

 Maban (Upper Nile) and Yida (Unity) refugee camps, are experiencing Hepatitis E 

outbreak with 12,548 cases and 264 deaths (Case Fatality Ratio (CFR) 2.1%) 

between August 2012 and October 2013 (WHO, 2013/10). Several outbreaks of 

Hepatitis E in refugee camps across the country were reported throughout 2013 

(WHO, 2014/01/15). 

 A total of 619 cases of measles have been reported to date with 26% of the cases 

positive for IgM - measles-specific immunoglobulin (WHO, 2013/10). 

 As of October 2013, 5,607 Kalazar cases have been reported since January 2013 of 

which 1,607 are new infections (WHO, 2013/10). 

 South Sudan remains host to 98% of the world’s remaining Guinea worm cases, 

despite a reduction in caseload from more than 20,500 in 2006 to below 1,000 in 

2011 (UNICEF, 2012). 

 Cholera outbreaks occurred in the southern part of Sudan from 2006 to 2009 with a 

case fatality ratio reaching a peak of 3.64% in 2007 (WHO, 2014/01/15). 

 

 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp245820.pdf
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http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
http://www.southsudanembassydc.org/PDFs/others/SHHS%20II%20Report%20Final.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
https://extranet.who.int/nutrition/gina/sites/default/files/SSD%202012%20HEALTH%20SECTOR%20DEVELOPMENT%20PLAN%202012-2016.pdf
https://extranet.who.int/nutrition/gina/sites/default/files/SSD%202012%20HEALTH%20SECTOR%20DEVELOPMENT%20PLAN%202012-2016.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/south_sudan_health_cluster_response_plan_january2014.pdf
http://www.afro.who.int/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=8954&Itemid=2593-emergency-situation-update-october-2013.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/south_sudan_public_health_risk_assessment%20%281%29.pdf
http://www.afro.who.int/en/clusters-a-programmes/dpc/epidemic-a-pandemic-alert-and-response/outbreak-news/3910-outbreaks-a-disaster-management-odm-monthly-emergency-situation-update-october-2013.html
http://www.afro.who.int/en/clusters-a-programmes/dpc/epidemic-a-pandemic-alert-and-response/outbreak-news/3910-outbreaks-a-disaster-management-odm-monthly-emergency-situation-update-october-2013.html
http://www.unicef.org/southsudan/WASH.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/south_sudan_public_health_risk_assessment%20%281%29.pdf
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Source: UNOCHA, 2013/11/14 

 

Crisis impact  

 

Impact on health facilities and services 

 Reproductive health services including emergency obstetric care are a major gap in 

all sites for displaced people (OCHA, 2014/01/07). 

 A shortage of health care workers in states affected by conflict makes provision of 

quality primary health care a challenge (WHO, 2013/12/31). 

 Many health care workers and NGO partners supporting health services have fled 

their homes for safety. For example Bor State Hospital in Jonglei State is 

closed/nonfunctional due to insecurity and displacement of all health workers. There 

is now a significant gap in health service delivery for communities in conflict areas 

especially for those patients requiring acute care for their survival, such as trauma 

patients, pregnant women, young, children\under five and the elderly (WHO, 

2013/12/31). 

 There is a growing need for drugs and medical supplies in the affected areas 

(UNOCHA, 2014/1/16). 

 Medical support to wounded people continues to be very challenging. Juba Teaching 

hospital has no fuel and lacks medical supplies and blood (ECHO, 2013/12/18) 

 Displaced and host communities in Bentiu, Bor and Malakal urgently require health 

services (OCHA, 2014/01/16). 

 Based on pre-crisis birthrates, there will be 4,000 births in the first three months of 

2014, and it can be projected that around 600 of these could have life-threatening 

complications requiring urgent access to emergency obstetric care. Lactating women 

will also require special support to ensure safe infant feeding practices and family 

planning (HCT, 2013/12/31). 

 The issue of referral of patients and access to areas where patients are being 

referred to remains a challenge due to the air transport needed to areas where they 

have been referred to (Health Cluster, 2014/01/10). 

 As of 28 January, the health needs in the UN bases in Bentiu, Bor and Malakal 

remain inadequately covered. Threats of possible clashes have continued to hamper 

humanitarian response in the affected areas. The main gaps are with delivery of 

drugs and other medical supplies, as well as the human resources required to 

respond to the health needs of the displaced (Health Cluster, 2014/01/28). 

 

Morbidity 

 As of 18 January Malaria (21%), Acute Watery Diarrhea (18%), and Acute 

Respiratory Infection (20%) remain the main causes of morbidity in all internally 

displaced people’s camps in South Sudan (Health Cluster, 2014/01/18). 

 Lack of shelters in most camps have continued to be a public health risk especially 

for children under five years. This increased the risks of respiratory infections and 

malaria, which for the fourth consecutive week of January, are the leading causes of 

morbidity and resulting in deaths in some camps like Awerial (Lakes State) (Health 

Cluster, 2014/01/28). 

 

Injuries 

 Priority should be given to providing medical and surgical care to people with 

traumatic injuries. The management of injuries is complicated by delays in 

presenting for care, the limited access of skilled personnel, and the lack of 

appropriate infection control measures and equipment (WHO, 2014/01/15). 

 As of 3 February 2014 4,895 patients with gunshot wounds were treated since the 

beginning of the crisis (UN OCHA, 2014/02/03). The total number of gun shot wound 

cases recorded during the fourth week of January was 157, which was a decline 

from the previous week, when the total case load was 359. The decline is expected 

caused by the reduction of clashes in the major cities (WHO, 2014/01/28). 

 Surgical capacity needs to be scaled up to respond to wounded patients in Bentiu, 

Bor, Juba and Malakal, in particular in light of ongoing fighting in Bor (UNOCHA, 

2014/01/7). 

 

 

 

https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/CAP_2014-2016_South_Sudan.pdf
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http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2013/South-Sudan-displaced-people-20131231/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2013/South-Sudan-displaced-people-20131231/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2013/South-Sudan-displaced-people-20131231/en/index.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis_Situation%20Report%2011_as%20of%2016%20January.pdf
http://ercportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Flash/ECHO-Flash-List/yy/2013/mm/12
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis_Situation%20Report%2011_as%20of%2016%20January.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South_Sudan_Crisis_Response_Plan_January_to_March_2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/south_sudan_health_cluster_bulletin_january2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Health%20Cluster%20Bulletin%20South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Issue%20no%204.pdf
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCkQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.afro.who.int%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_docman%26task%3Ddoc_download%26gid%3D9079%26Itemid%3D2593&ei=tXPqUtrkJrSzsQTWlIHoDA&usg=AFQjCNFLlI4_r4CO72To938kWbzLRb9ILw&sig2=eseX_0wdRUXqwEnJDHR6OA&bvm=bv.60444564,d.cWc&cad=rja
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Health%20Cluster%20Bulletin%20South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Issue%20no%204.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Health%20Cluster%20Bulletin%20South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Issue%20no%204.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/south_sudan_public_health_risk_assessment%20%281%29.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis%20-%20situation%20update%2016_as%20of%203%20February.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Conflict%20WHO%20Situation%20Report%20Issue%208.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South_Sudan_situation_report_8_as_of_7_January.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South_Sudan_situation_report_8_as_of_7_January.pdf
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Disease outbreaks 

 Overcrowding, poor water, sanitation and hygiene conditions in the camps, coupled 

with a shortage of health workers/healthcare providers, poses health risks to 

thousands of displaced persons in the UN camp bases. There is a risk of disease 

outbreaks, especially for water borne diseases. Even with the tremendous efforts 

made by health partners, sanitation conditions are still inadequate largely due to the 

large number of people sheltering in UN bases, which have insufficient space to 

house these numbers. Coupled with poor water and sanitation conditions, 

overcrowding in the camps may create conditions ripe for disease outbreaks (WHO, 

31/12/2013). 

 A total of 501 cases (CFR13%) have been reported since the binging of the cirisis in 

December. Most of the cases are in Juba, however Bor IDP camp has reported the 

highest mortality. In week 5 (end of January/beginning of February), 192 suspected 

measles cases and 26 related deaths were recorded from Bor, Juba and Awerial 

camps. Of these cases, 82% were children below five years of age (WHO, 

2014/02/04). 

 Five acute jaundice syndrome cases were reported from Bentiu and Malakal in the 

past last week of December and the first week of January (OCHA, 2014/01/07). 

 IDPs and people living in refugee camps are at high risk of hepatitis E, which is 

mainly transmitted through the faecal-oral route due to faecal contamination of 

drinking water (WHO, 2014/01/15).  

 Given that most displaced persons are sleeping in areas without shelter, or in 

shelters with poor conditions, the risk of respiratory tract infections and malaria 

remain of public importance (Health Cluster, 2014/01/10). 

 Children of South Sudan are at risk from polio virus, especially from imported virus 

coming from the recent Horn of Africa outbreak (Health Cluster, 2014/01/10). 

 The use of unsafe water points is a public health risk for all the displaced 

communities in the areas of Awerial and Pariang. Given that people are drawing 

water from open water sources where latrine coverage is close to zero, the risk of 

acute watery diarrhoea is high especially among children (Health Cluster, 

2014/01/28) 

 In week 5 a total of 7,934 consultations were reported from eight IDP camps across 

the country. Of these cases, 14.4% were respiratory tract infection, 14% acute 

watery diarrhea,12% suspected malaria, 2% bloody diarrhea, and 2.4% suspected 

measles cases. In terms of age distribution, 31% of malaria cases, 69% of acute 

watery  diarrhea cases, 28% of bloody diarrhea cases and 82% of measles cases 

were seen in children below five years of age (WHO, 2014/02/04). 

 

 

 

Nutrition 

 Violence and displacement has resulted in the loss of livelihood, particularly sources 

of food. This may eventually result in a nutrition crisis (UNOCHA, 2014/01/07). 

 The recorded cases of malnutrition in the sites for displaced people in UN bases in 

Juba increased, with 1.7% of the1,254 children screened in UN House suffering from 

SAM and 4.7% from MAM. In Tomping, 2.14% of the 1,867 children screened 

suffered from SAM and 4.61% MAM. A growing number of children have 

complications requiring inpatient treatment (OCHA, 2014/01/16). 

 

Mental health 

 The current level of violence, danger, loss and changed social conditions and human 

rights violations are likely to cause an increased and wide range of health issues 

such as grief, non-pathological distress, alcohol and substance abuse, depression 

and anxiety disorders, including post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) (WHO, 

2014/01/15). 

 

Most affected areas and groups  

Central Equatoria 

 Health workers at UNMISS Juba Tomping base are facing tremendous challenges. 

The hospital has 25 beds but had 100 patients seeking treatment. The hospital 

which is normally used for UN staff, is now dealing with pregnancies and deliveries 

and children’s diseases. They are lacking medicines intended for children and 

correct equipment to deal with various conditions. The most common diseases are 

malaria, diarrhea and measles (UNMISS, 2014/01/17). 

 The nutritional situation is deteriorating in the two UN IDP camps in Juba, despite 

food provisions (UNOCHA, 2014/01/16). 

 Due to a lack of access to medical facilities in Juba for IDPs, there is a need to 

conduct mobile clinics (Health Cluster, 2014/01/10). 

 In Juba there is a need to conduct a mass measles vaccination campaign as 

overcrowding puts children at risk (Health Cluster, 2014/01/10). 

 Two suspected meningitis cases with no deaths were record from Juba Tomping 

camp, one 4 weeks old child and one was adult (WHO, 2014/01/28). 
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http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/south_sudan_public_health_risk_assessment%20%281%29.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/south_sudan_health_cluster_bulletin_january2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/south_sudan_health_cluster_bulletin_january2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Health%20Cluster%20Bulletin%20South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Issue%20no%204.pdf
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Upper Nile state 

 After heavy fighting broke out in Malakal on 13 January, MSF’s emergency teams 

treated more than 130 patients with gunshot wounds in Malakal and Nasir (MSF, 

2014/01/17). 

 MSF was forced to suspend activities in the town of Malakal following looting of its 

compound on January 18 (MSF, 2014/01/17). 

 Based on an interagency rapid assessment in Malakal, it was established that all the 

six Primary Health Care Centers (PHCCs) in Malakal city are currently closed and 

non-functional, while Malakal hospital, the only operational hospital in the city, is 

focusing on only managing trauma cases. This leaves a big population outside the 

camps with no access to primary health care services (Health Cluster, 2014/01/10). 

 In Malakal there is also a shortage of supplies particularly antibiotics and blood bags, 

as well as reproductive health supplies (Health Cluster, 2014/01/10). 

 Measles vaccination campaigns are urgently needed in Malakal as these were 

delayed due to insecurity and lack of capacity (UNOCHA, 2014/01/19). 

 

Jonglei 

 On 17 and 18 January there was a suspected outbreak of measles, with reported 

deaths among children (UNOCHA, 2014/01/19). 

 In Jonglei Sate, the medical situation is particularly dire, with drugs and other 

essential supplies about to run out in the UN clinic (OCHA, 2014/1/7).  

 There is an urgent need for the provision of primary health services in IDP camps in 

Bor (Health Cluster, 2014/01/10). 

 Measles vaccination campaigns are urgently needed in Bor as these were delayed 

due to insecurity and lack of capacity (UNOCHA, 2014/01/19). 

 On 26 and 27 January, 19 cases (27%) of all consultations in Bor were suspected 

cases of measles. Surveillance teams from Yaui in Urol county, Jonglei state have 

reported suspected measles outbreak (WHO, 2014/01/28). 

 

Unity 

 At Bentiu Hospital, only limited surgical capacity is provided, and primary health care 

and reproductive health services are not being provided due to the absence of health 

personnel. Other primary health care facilities within Bentiu are not operational due 

to insecurity and lack of personnel (Health Cluster, 2014/01/10). 

 In Baliet County, Upper Nile state, three health facilities are believed to have been 

demolished during the latest fighting (Health Cluster, 2014/01/10). 

 

 

 

 

Lessons Learned 
 

 It is extremely challenging to respond to emergencies when the existing health 

system is already deeply under-resourced. Lack of humanitarian access in 2011, 

arising from conflict, floods and poor road infrastructure, made it difficult for the 

cluster to reach some affected populations (Health Cluster, 2011). 

 The low baseline of healthcare is compounded by violence and displacement in 

some areas and poor road networks throughout the country that prevent people from 

accessing already limited health services. Displaced populations are at a higher risk 

of contracting communicable diseases due to poor sanitation, shortage of water, 

crowdedness and poor immunity (Health Cluster, 2013). 

 Weak logistical systems, poor infrastructure and environmental access constraints 

often ruptured drug distribution. An upsurge in malaria cases and improved case 

reporting showed insufficient stocks of anti-malarials in-country, necessitating 

emergency procurement of supplies. Health partners are often called upon to assist 

in procurement, transport and distribution (Health Cluster, 2012). 

 There is a high risk of cholera outbreak, and if an outbreak were to occur, it could 

spread quickly (attack rates have been quoted as high as 5%) in IDP camps and 

accompanied by a high case fatality ratio due to the vulnerability of the population 

and currently insufficient facilities for rapid case identification and management. 

Highest priority interventions should aim to ensure the installation of latrines in 

sufficient numbers, uninterrupted provision of sufficient and safe water, adequate 

levels of hygiene, a disease surveillance system and early case management (WHO, 

2014/01/15). 
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WASH 

 

Priority Concerns 

 
 WASH situation in UN camps in South Sudan is stretched to the limits with a lack of 

safe drinking water and lack of sanitary facilities to cater for the influx of IDPs. 

 The delivery of drinking water by water trucks to some of the camps cannot be 

continued during the rainy season due to road closures. 

 With the rainy season starting in April, accessibility might become a general issue. 

The most rainfall is seen between May and October. 

 Many of the water points in the country are non-functional and decrease the already 

low coverage in rural areas even more. 

 Host communities in the states affected by IDP movements (Lakes, Central 

Equatoria, Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile) have limited access to improved drinking 

water sources and improved sanitary facilities themselves. 

 Many IDP camps are in the open without any access to sanitary facilities and people 

defecate in the open. 

 Limited access to safe drinking water and sanitary facilities in UN camps, 

spontaneous camps and host communities increases the risk of infectious diseases 

like Hepatitis E and cholera. 

 Communities along the river banks that use surface water for domestic purposes are 

at risk of watery diarrhoea. 

 The creation of new camps and the expansion of existing camps in neighbouring 

countries (Uganda, Kenya, Ethiopia) is taking place following the influx of South 

Sudanese refugees. 

 

Key characteristics 

 

Access to water 

 Much of South Sudan is dominated by vast gently sloping plains where drainage 

networks are poorly developed. In the hilly and mountainous margins of these plains, 

there are significant rivers and small streams. Flow in these streams mainly occurs 

in the rainy season, and sometimes only when it rains, and they rarely provide a 

reliable water supply. Water quality is also generally poor (WB, 2013/01).  

  The average availability of water resources is ample, but its annual and seasonal 

occurrence is highly variable with frequent extremes of both flood and drought (WB, 

2013/01). 

 In large areas of the country there are substantial groundwater resources available, 

ranging from very shallow groundwater below low lying marshy areas and 

floodplains, to moderately productive aquifers that can be developed with boreholes 

ranging from 90 to 180 meters deep with modest yields. Little knowledge of these 

aquifers is available in terms of their location, hydrogeology, depth, extent, and yield 

(WB, 2013/01).  

  Among the key issues affecting rural drinking water supply are (WB, 2013/01):  

o Non-functionality: up to about one third of hand pumps are not functioning 

at any given time and non-availability of spare parts in the country for 

systems  

o Cattle damage and no fencing around the facilities 

o Limited local borehole drilling capacity 

o Lack of health awareness. In the rainy season when water pools and 

puddles are abundant, people may not use the hand pumps but instead 

scoop surface water and thereby run the risk of contamination and 

infection by guinea worm (WB, 2013/01).  

 Operation and maintenance of Urban Water Service facilities is poor due to lack of 

institutional capacity, skilled personnel and know-how in modern water management 

practice at all levels (MWRI, 2011/08).  

 55% of the population in South Sudan has access to improved sources of drinking 

water. Among the urban population 67% have access to improved sources of 

drinking water compared to 53 percent among the rural population (NBS, 12/01). 

 Only 2.1% of South Sudanese households have water on the premises. For 

households without improved drinking water facilities onsite, some members of these 

households travel far distances to collect water (SHHS, 2010).  

 Access to improved source of drinking water varies across the states in South 

Sudan. The state where the population has best access to improved water in 2009 is 

Lakes with 71%, compared to the lowest which is Upper Nile with 35%: 

 

 
Source NBS, 2009. 

 In 2009, 38% of the population has to walk more than 30 minutes one-way to collect 

drinking water. 20% of the population in rural areas has to walk one hour or more 

http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2013/08/02/000333037_20130802111129/Rendered/PDF/799230v10ESW0P0Box0379795B00PUBLIC0.pdf
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2013/08/02/000333037_20130802111129/Rendered/PDF/799230v10ESW0P0Box0379795B00PUBLIC0.pdf
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2013/08/02/000333037_20130802111129/Rendered/PDF/799230v10ESW0P0Box0379795B00PUBLIC0.pdf
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2013/08/02/000333037_20130802111129/Rendered/PDF/799230v10ESW0P0Box0379795B00PUBLIC0.pdf
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2013/08/02/000333037_20130802111129/Rendered/PDF/799230v10ESW0P0Box0379795B00PUBLIC0.pdf
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http://ssnbs.org/storage/NBHS%20Final%20website.pdf
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one way to collect drinking water, compared to 10% of the population in urban areas 

(NBS, 2012/01). 

 In 2009, 78% of the population in Upper Nile State used less than 30 minutes to walk 

one way to main source of drinking water, compared to only 43% in Western 

Equatoria. In Unity State 29% of the population must walk one hour or more one way 

to collect drinking water, compared to 11% of the population in the state with best 

access to drinking water, which is Upper Nile (NBS, 2012/01). 

 The estimated drinking water coverage for rural areas in 2011 was: 55% improved 

facilities, 14% unimproved facilities, and 31% surface water (WHO/UNICEF, 2013). 

 The estimated drinking water coverage for urban areas in 2011 was: 63% improved 

facilities, 16% unimproved facilities, and 21% surface water (WHO/UNICEF, 2013). 

 There are approximately 10,000 water points in the country, of which 30–50% are 

non-functional at any time. This translates to a “de-facto” low coverage rate of about 

40% among the rural population of 7 million people. These figures do not take into 

account water quality impacts due to uncontrolled human excreta disposal and other 

bio-chemical factors. According to the WHO definition of access to improved sources 

of water, which recommends 30 minutes for a round trip to collect water, the level of 

access in rural areas decreases to only 34% (MWRI, 2011/08). 

 

Water-borne diseases and vulnerable groups 

 South Sudan remains host to 98% of the world’s remaining Guinea worm cases, 

despite a reduction in caseload from more than 20,500 in 2006 to below 1,000 in 

2011. The Guinea worm Eradication Programme targets at zero cases by end of 

2013 (UNICEF, 2012). 

 In South Sudan, water collection for households is often carried out by young 

women, and according to the 2010 household survey, nearly 86% of those collecting 

water for households are women aged 15 and older. About 9% are young women 15 

or under. Young men aged 15 and older constitute only 5% of the individuals tasked 

with collecting households’ water (SHHS, 2010). 

 In 2012, 41.7% of primary schools had access to safe drinking water (GOSS, 2013). 

 

Access to sanitation and hygiene 

 Most communities in South Sudan traditionally are used to openly defecating in the 

bushes. In communities that have overcome the traditional hurdle and are willing to 

use latrines, the lack of latrines is blamed on lack of finances. In some parts of the 

States, collapsing formations, and/or rocky grounds hampers construction of pit 

latrines (MWRI, 2011/08). 

 The estimated sanitation coverage for rural areas in 2011 was: 7% improved 

facilities, 2% shared facilities, 10% other unimproved facilities and 81% open 

defecation (WHO/UNICEF, 2013). 

 The estimated sanitation coverage for urban areas in 2011 was: 16% improved 

facilities, 6% shared facilities, 20% other unimproved facilities and 58% open 

defecation (WHO/UNICEF, 2013). 

 In 2009, accessibility to a toilet facility varies much between the states in South 

Sudan from 76% in Western Equatoria to only 4% in Northern Bahr el Ghazal (NBS, 

2012/01): 

 
 

Source: NBS, 12/01 

 

 

Hygiene awareness and vulnerable groups 

 

 The general level of hygiene awareness and of vectors of disease is very low. The 

incidence of waterborne and hygiene-deficiency diseases is widespread (MWRI, 

2011/08). 

 56.5% of primary schools have no access to latrines (GOSS, 2013). 

 

 

Crisis Impact 
 

 Nearly all of the IDPs sites located at UNMISS compounds are over-crowded to the 

limits. Lack of space jeopardizes efforts to prevent disease outbreaks, particularly of 

cholera, which is considered to be "extremely critical" in some of the compound 

outside of Juba (ECHO, 13/12/28). 
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 Continuous fighting, looting and insecurity, limits the number of water tankers 

available for the delivery of safe water in Malakal (Upper Nile) and hampers access 

to latrine construction material in Bor (Jonglei) (UNICEF, 2014/01/22) 

 Access to clean water and sanitation services is a huge problem in the country and a 

large contributor to health conditions. The increasing number of internally displaced 

people adds to the challenge. Water trucking is often the only way to provide potable 

water for the population (ECHO, 2014/01/30) 

 Insecurity in many locations has made water trucking impossible (UNOCHA, 

2014/1/19). 

 The town of Awerial in Lakes State, usually home to up to 10,000 people, is teeming 

with displaced families. There is a serious shortage of clean drinking water and 

latrines, putting people in Awerial at risk of disease outbreaks. The only real source 

of water is the Nile, and the quality of the water is poor. The same water used for 

drinking is what people are using to wash their clothes and bathe as well. There are 

no latrines either (MSF, 14/01/08). 

 

 

Lessons Learned 
 

 Most communities in South Sudan live with extremely low WASH standards and 

limited WASH infrastructure and capacity, and therefore have no cushion to absorb 

displacement from conflict and natural disaster (WASH Cluster, 2011). 

 Concern over the resurgence of widespread acute watery diarrhea across South 

Sudan is rife. Communities living along river banks that use unsafe surface water for 

domestic purposes, and large communities with poor sanitary facilities, are the most 

affected (WASH Cluster, 2012). 

 A hepatitis E outbreak in Maban County (Upper Nile State) could have been avoided 

if adequate water and sanitation facilities had been provided in a timely manner. Key 

constraints were logistics, the lack of equipment, lack of good hydrological surveys, 

and insufficient transition from development to emergency capacities of humanitarian 

actors. There was a lack of urgency which delayed the response (HPN, 2013/05). 

 Absence of hydrological and hydrogeological data and information, broader planning 

data, and analytical planning tools is a major drawback for assessment, planning, 

infrastructure development, and management of water resources. Capacity, in terms 

of staff numbers, skills, and experience is limited, and physical facilities are sub-

professional, at the central, state, and county levels. The shortage of engineers and 

other technical staff will represent a critical development constraint in the future poor 

(WB, 2013/01). 

 In the past, severe water shortages in refugee camps close to the Sudanese border 

have contributed to a rise in mortality and malnutrition rates to alarming levels 

(ICRC, 2012/09/20). 

 Key areas of acute emergency will continue to be in parts of Jonglei, Northern Bahr 

el Ghazal, Unity, Upper Nile and Warrap states (WASH Cluster, 2013). 
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Protection 

 

Priority Concerns 
 

 Civilians in South Sudan are exposed to a range of threats to their safety and human 

rights. Violence between state and non-state armed actors, and between 

communities, continues to pose an immediate threat, which often results in 

displacement and can prevent people from returning to their homes.  

 Violence is further fuelled by the proliferation of small weapons among civilians and 

human right abuses committed during disarmament campaigns. Recruitment of 

children into armed groups has been observed during past conflict. 

 Gender-based violence and the abuse and abduction of displaced women and 

children have been observed. 

 New contamination with landmines and munition threatens communities and 

humanitarian assistance. 

 A large number of children who have been separated from their families are seeking 

refuge in neighbouring countries. 

 Children who have been separated from their families during the conflict, especially 

girls, are vulnerable to abuse and trafficking. 

 IDPs in open locations are vulnerable to attacks and abuse, especially women and 

children. 

 Civilians are at risk of targeted attacks and killings. 

 Incidents of ethnically targeted violence and killing of civilians based on ethnic 

background have been reported. 

 

Key characteristics 

 

Ratification of Human Rights Treaties 

 South Sudan has yet to formally ratify key international human rights treaties. In 

June 2013, the president signed a Refugee Provisional Order containing 

international standards on refugee rights, and in July the country acceded to the 

1949 Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols (HRW, 2013). 

 In the autumn of 2013 South Sudan’s National Legislative Assembly passed bills for 

the ratification of the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child and the U.N. 

Convention against Torture (Enough Project, 2013/12/11). 

 

 

 

 

Displacement 

Returnees 

 The Government of South Sudan has issued procedures on return, reinsertion and 

early reintegration (GOSS, 2011/12/30). 

 Gaps in the current land policy have meant that a lack of demarcation, allocation and 

tenure security have been a significant impediment to return and reintegration 

(IDMC, 13/07/09). 

 Returnees’ choice of final destination is restricted, and large numbers of people have 

been returned to places they may be unfamiliar with after lengthy displacement, 

where they have no social networks and which often lack any real service provision, 

transport or communications infrastructure (IDMC, 2013/07/09). 

 Large numbers of IDPs and returnees are living in vulnerable settings in urban 

areas, but there is little data to indicate the scale of the issue. IDPs and their host 

communities, often a complex mix of economic migrants, immigrants, older IDPs and 

voluntary returnees, are extremely vulnerable (IDMC, 2013/07/09). 

 Many returnees are attracted to urban areas due to the better availability of services, 

creating challenges for local authorities to balance the need to provide land to 

returnees, the rights of local landowners, the high demand for land in urban areas, 

and the need to limit the pull factor to the overstretched services in urban areas 

(OCHA, 12/09/23). 

 Many returnees have neither the training nor the tools to make a living after many 

years in camps and the industrial-based economy of the North although South 

Sudan is rich in agricultural land (CRWRC, 2012/08/02). 

 

Refugees 

 Severe water shortages and insufficient food rations, lack of access to education, 

inadequate protection from the risk of sexual and gender based violence, and the 

presence of armed elements have been reported in South Sudanese refugee camps 

(AI, 2012/06).  

 

Human rights violations 

 Inter-ethnic abductions between some communities in South Sudan, especially in 

Jonglei and Eastern Equatoria states have been reported in 2013. Some abductees 

were subsequently subjected to conditions of domestic servitude, forced animal 

herding, or sex trafficking (US Department of State, 2013/06/19). 

 In 2013, South Sudanese girls, particularly in Upper Nile state, were reportedly 

sometimes abducted by Sudanese slave traders and transported into Sudan, where 

they were subsequently forced into domestic servitude or sold into other forms of 

slavery in Khartoum or other urban centers (US Department of State, 2013/06/19). 

http://www.hrw.org/world-report/2013/country-chapters/south-sudan
http://enoughproject.org/blogs/worlds-youngest-nation-passes-two-un-conventions?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+enoughblog+%28Enough+Said%29
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http://www.refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rwmain?page=printdoc&docid=51c2f38c18
http://www.refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rwmain?page=printdoc&docid=51c2f38c18
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 In 2013, thousands of Dinka women and children and a lesser number of Nuba 

children were abducted and subsequently enslaved by members of the Missiriya and 

Rizeigat ethnic groups during the concluded North-South civil war. Some of those 

enslaved remain in Sudan with their captors (US Department of State, 2013/06/19). 

 Orphans were vulnerable to abduction for exploitation in sex and labour trafficking 

while moving between refugee camps, particularly while crossing the Kenya-South 

Sudan border (US Department of State, 2013/06/19). 

 Children are often abducted during cattle raids. Inter-ethnic clashes over cattle have 

long prevailed in South Sudan as owning many cattle is a sign of wealth. During 

these raids women are raped and children are abducted (IPSNews, 2011/09/22).  

 The three most serious human rights problems in the country were security force 

abuses, including extrajudicial killings, torture, rape, intimidation, and other 

inhumane treatment of civilians; lack of access to justice, including arbitrary arrest, 

prolonged pre-trial detention, and corruption within the justice sector; and conflict-

related abuses, including continuing abuse and displacement of civilians as a result 

of fighting between Sudanese and South Sudanese forces, rebel militia groups 

opposing the government, and rival ethnic communities. Conflict-related abuses 

occurred primarily along the border between Sudan and South Sudan and in the 

states of Upper Nile, Jonglei, Unity, and Warrap (US Department of State, 2013). 

 Approximately one-third of prisoners in South Sudan are on remand, meaning they 

have not been convicted of any crime but are held in prison. An estimated 95% go 

through the criminal justice system without counsel (HRW, 2012/06/21). 

 

Women’s conditions 

 The majority of women in South Sudan suffer from domestic violence and it is widely 

accepted as being a normal part of married life (IRC, 2012/04/20). 

 In a study carried out in five States (Central Equatoria, Lakes, Western Bahr El 

Ghazel, Jonglei and Eastern Equatoria) using purposive sampling with a sample size 

of 1,000, 44% of the women reported to have experienced gender based violence in 

the year preceding the study (UNIFEM, 2009/06). 

 Survivors of GBV in Southern Sudan face many interlocking barriers to justice: 

cultural barriers (the marginalized role of women in their families and a social stigma 

attached to survivors of sexual violence); legal barriers (formal and customary laws, 

discriminator judicial processes, and legal procedures that discriminate against 

women and afford them few legal rights); and systemic barriers (a lack of 

infrastructure, government resources, and personnel). Together, these barriers make 

it very difficult for a survivor of GBV in Southern Sudan to seek and obtain justice 

(Enough Project, 2011/01/24). 

 Women and girls are subjected to other practices that violate human rights law—

such as wife-inheritance and the use of girls to pay debts—and also face the risk of 

domestic violence. They have few rights in marriage; for example, they do not have 

the right to own and inherit property. Domestic disputes are resolved by traditional 

courts that often apply discriminatory customs against women (HRW, 2013). 

 Because of early marriage girls drop out of primary school before the end of the 

eight-year cycle; while around 37% of girls enrol in primary school, only around 7% 

complete the curriculum and only 2% go on to enrol in secondary school (Gurtong, 

2014/01/08). 

 One-third of the 15-19 year old women start childbearing. On average, 26% of the 

women surveyed have had a live birth; 3% have had a live birth before age 15; 

approximately 5 percent expected their first child. 31% of women aged 15-19 have 

begun childbearing. About 28% of women aged 20-24 have had a live birth before 

their 18th birthday (SHHS, 2010). 

 Statistically, pregnancy and childbirth are the greatest threats to women’s (and girls’) 

lives in South Sudan. Maternal mortality rates are among the highest in the world, 

estimated at 2,054 per 100,000 (Small Arms Survey, 2012/01/17). 

 Public awareness and understanding of HIV/AIDS are very limited. Women, in 

particular, are vulnerable because they have little control over both the sex they 

have with their husbands and the sex their husbands have with other women (pre-

marital sex is not common). The common practice of polygamy means that if one 

person in a marital union is infected, the disease is likely to spread to two or three 

others, and to the babies born from the marriage. The use of contraceptives, 

including condoms, is extremely rare in South Sudan (Small Arms Survey, 

2012/01/17). 

 South Sudanese women and girls, particularly those from rural areas or IDPs, are 

vulnerable to forced labour as domestic servants in homes in Yei, Bor, Wau, Torit, 

Nimule, and Juba, and possibly throughout the country; most are believed to be 

working without contracts or government-enforced labor protections (US Department 

of State, 2013/06/19). 

 The payment of cattle as dowry is fundamental in South Sudanese culture. Since 

polygamy is widely practised, the more cattle a man obtains, the more wives he may 

have (Small Arms Survey, 2012/01/16). 

 The increase in bride wealth in the postwar period can be partly attributed to the 

return of former refugees, the influence of wealthier members of the diaspora, and 

the mingling of different ethnic communities with different bride wealth customs and 

rates. Additionally, because of the general lack of livelihood opportunities among 

host communities and returnees, the brideʼs family will generally choose the highest 

bidder, which has an impact on other familiesʼ demands and expectations regarding 

bride wealth (UNHCR, 2011). 
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 With escalating bride-prices in a post-conflict environment, characterized by high 

inflation and limited economic capacity, women are increasingly being seen as a 

source of wealth (SIHA, 2012/12). 

 Customary law does not recognize a woman’s right to land and property ownership. 

The Constitution and Land Act assert that women can own land. However, neither 

customary nor formal institutions enforce women’s land ownership. Widows, single 

mothers and other women without husbands or families are regularly denied 

ownership and control over land and are resettled or charged fees under both formal 

and customary law mechanisms with little to no recourse (NRC, 2012/03). 

 

Child protection 

 Children face a multitude of risks, such as abductions, early marriage, recruitment 

into armed groups, violence, separation from families, and unexploded ordinance. 

Thousands of children are orphans and lack appropriate care. Inadequate education 

and job opportunities fuel youth involvement in conflicts (UNICEF, 2012/02/10). 

 35% of all children aged 10-14 years are in work exclusively while almost 11% of the 

same age group attend school and work at the same time. Only 26% of 10-14 year-

olds attend school unencumbered by the demands of work. A very large residual 

group (28% of 10-14 year-olds) is neither in school nor in employment. It is likely that 

most of this “inactive” group is in fact involved in work activities that are outside the 

System of National Accounts production boundary, and in particular in unpaid 

household chores within their own homes (UCW, 2011/12). 

 Nearly three fourths (72%) of working children are in unremunerated family 

employment and over 60% are in the agriculture sector. Only a very small share of 

children (less than 6%), by contrast, are found in formal sector work that typically fall 

within the domain of labour inspection regimes (UCW, 11/12). 

 The legal minimum age for marriage is 18 years, girls, particularly in rural areas, 

often get married much earlier. Such marriages are usually arranged. The men are 

typically in their early twenties for their first marriages, although marriage of boys in 

their teens is not uncommon, particularly in rural areas (Small Arms Survey, 

12/01/16). 

 Child marriage is widespread, and many women and girls are deprived of the right to 

choose a spouse and do not enter into marriage with their full and free consent. 

Almost half (48.1%) of girls aged 15 to 19 years are currently married, out of which 

17% were married before age 15 (HRW, 2013). 

 Aweil County (Northern Bahr El Ghazal) is experiencing several challenges in 

implementing the girl-child education policy as the girls’ drop-out rate is increasing 

annually in the county. 2013/2014 has been the worst year ever of large numbers of 

schoolgirls dropping out of schools due to early marriages and unintended 

pregnancies happening in primary and secondary schools (Gurtong, 14/01/08). 

 South Sudanese girls, some as young as 10 years old, engage in prostitution within 

the country, including in restaurants, hotels, and brothels, at times induced by or 

under the control of third parties, including corrupt law enforcement officials. The 

majority of these victims are exploited in urban centers such as Juba, Torit, and 

Wau. Child prostitution continued to rise in Juba in 2012/2013, as did the number of 

street children and child labourers, two groups that are highly vulnerable to labour 

and sexual exploitation (US Department of State, 2013/06/19). 

 South Sudan is a destination country for Ugandan, Kenyan, Ethiopian, Eritrean, and 

Congolese (DRC) women and girls subjected to sex trafficking (US Department of 

State,13/06/19). 

 Between January and December 2012, the recruitment and use of 252 boys 

between 14 and 17 years of age by armed groups was verified. Of those boys, 106 

were associated with the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA), 68 with militia 

allied to David Yau Yau, Gabriel Tanginyang and Peter Gadet, 53 with militia allied 

to Hassan Deng in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State and 25 with militia allied to 

General James Kubrin Ngare unknown (UN Security Council, General Assembly, 

2013/05/15). 

 SPLA reportedly used 18 schools for military purposes, 13 of which had been used 

since 2011. By the end of 2012, 15 of the schools had been vacated. The military 

use of the schools reportedly affected more than 13,000 children (UN Security 

Council, General Assembly, 13/05/15). 

 SPLA signed an agreement called an action plan with the UN, which renewed their 

commitment to release all children within their ranks. This new action plan also 

ensures that all militias currently being incorporated into the SPLA are child-free 

(UN, 12/03/12). 

 In 2012, 129 children were abducted in the context of inter-communal conflicts and a 

further 243 were documented missing. While 110 abducted children were recovered 

in Jonglei State in 2012, the whereabouts of the others remain unknown (UN 

Security Council, General Assembly, 2013/05/15). 

 Child-detention and ill-treatments in prison is a problem. There are over 150 children 

in conflict with the law in South Sudan’s prisons. Children are removed from their 

families and from school to await trial for extended periods, and sometimes given 

long sentences for petty offenses such as theft (HRW, 2013). 

 

Landmines and Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) 

 All 10 states of South Sudan are contaminated to varying degrees with mines and 

explosive remnants of war (ERW), with the states of Central Equatoria, Eastern 

Equatoria, Jonglei, and Upper Nile the most affected (The Landmine and Cluster 

Monitor, 2013/11/25). 
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http://www.ucw-project.org/attachment/Labour_market_in_South_Sudan_childlabour_youthemployment20120131_173344.pdf
http://www.ucw-project.org/attachment/Labour_market_in_South_Sudan_childlabour_youthemployment20120131_173344.pdf
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/fileadmin/docs/facts-figures/south-sudan/womens-security/HSBA-threats-in-the-Home.pdf.
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/fileadmin/docs/facts-figures/south-sudan/womens-security/HSBA-threats-in-the-Home.pdf.
http://www.hrw.org/world-report/2013/country-chapters/south-sudan?page=3
http://www.gurtong.net/ECM/Editorial/tabid/124/ID/14457/Default.aspx
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http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/67/845
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 The continued use of munitions by armed actors operating in Jonglei, Unity and 

Upper Nile states has led to new contamination, and loss of lives has imposed an 

additional threat (Mine Action subcluster, 2013). 

 Since 2004, 1,120 sqkm of land have been cleared in South Sudan, 22,842 km of 

roads opened, 2.08 million people received Mine Risk Education, 642 hazardous 

areas are left and 870554 mines and explosive remnants of war have been 

destroyed (UNMAS, 2013/10). 

 Since 2006, nearly 700 people have been killed or injured by mines or other 

remnants of war in South Sudan. But the threat affects many more. Aid 

organizations estimate that in 2013, the work to clear the debris of war will benefit 3 

million people, a quarter of South Sudan’s population (OCHA, 13/07/09). 

 In 2012, the Landmine and Cluster Munition Monitor identified 22 mine/ERW 

casualties in South Sudan. All casualties were civilians. There were no casualties 

among deminers in 2012. One deminer casualty was recorded in 2011. Casualties 

were recorded in four of South Sudan’s 10 states in 2012, down from eight states in 

2011 affected (The Landmine and Cluster Monitor, 13/11/25). 

 The 22 casualties identified in 2012 were a significant decrease compared with the 

206 identified in 2011. The decrease was attributed to the reduced movement of 

displaced populations from the north into South Sudan in 2012 as compared to 

2011, when there was a great deal of people movement. In addition, it was believed 

that not all incidents were reported or identified due to the poor communications 

infrastructure and the movement of populations within the country affected (The 

Landmine and Cluster Monitor, 2013/11/25). 

 As of the end of 2012, 3,464 mine/ERW survivors were identified in South Sudan. In 

2011, the Ministry of Gender, Child and Social Welfare (MGCSW) estimated that 

there were a total of some 50,000 mine/ERW victims, including survivors, their 

families, and the families of people killed (The Landmine and Cluster Monitor, 

2013/11/25). 

 Poor storage and management of serviceable weapons and ammunition belonging 

to the uniformed services causes a high risk to communities through the risk of 

explosion of ammunition storage areas (Mine Action subcluster, 2013/10). 

 

Housing, land and property 

 Conflicts among competing groups over access to and control over land and water 

are common in South Sudan, and the decades of war, prevalence of weapons and 

large numbers of people with combat experience have increased the likelihood of 

disputes turning violent (USAID, 13/05). 

 More than half of South Sudan’s land is estimated to be suitable for agriculture. 

Natural forests and woodlands cover 29% of the total land area. Approximately 20% 

of the country’s land area is forest reserves that receive a special level of protection 

and management (USAID, 13/05). 

 Three laws, namely the Land Act (2009), the Local Government Act (2009) and 

Investment Protection Act (2009), provide a statutory framework for fair and 

transparent administration of land rights in South Sudan. The Land Act regulates 

land tenure and equally recognizes rights to customary, public and private tenure. 

The Local Government Act defines primary responsibilities of local government and 

traditional government authorities in the regulation and management of land, which 

includes charging customary institutions with particular responsibilities for 

administering community land rights. The Investment Promotion Act establishes 

procedures for facilitating access to land for private investment, including by foreign 

investors, in ways that balance the interests of both current right holders and 

investors. Although a framework has been developed, government officials have a 

poor understanding of the laws and lack the capacity to interpret and carry them out 

(USAID, 13/05). 

 

Conflict 

 Eastern Equatoria: The key causes of insecurity are cattle raiding, border issues 

and governance issues. Many communities claimed that settling disputes commonly 

arising from cattle raids has largely become violent, involving disenfranchised youth 

without tribal affiliation. Magwi County, being an agriculturalist community, did not 

identify cattle raiding as an insecurity issue (UNDP, 2012/05). 

 Upper Nile State: Economic and sociocultural influences, land and/or boundaries, 

and arms trading are the key causes of conflict across the state. Cattle raiding stems 

from both the economic need and the desire for prestige. Closely related to this is 

conflict from unclear land demarcation between counties or between a county and its 

neighbouring states. As pastoralists herd their cattle, crossing borders can become 

violent as herders and communities fight over their historical territories, or over 

scarce water and pastureland. Clashes also occur between communities that use 

land for agriculture and those that use land for cattle grazing. Marginalized and 

disenfranchised youth without tribal affiliations are perceived as a threat to the 

security (UNDP, 12/05). 

 Lakes State: Inter- and intra-tribal fighting are considered the main drivers of 

conflict. Disputes arise when land historically belonging to one tribe is declared as 

the territory of another tribe. Unclear border demarcations between counties or 

between a county and a state, further cause tensions since communities equate 

ownership of more land to wealth and social status. Cross-border disputes are also 

caused by competition over water or pasturelands, particularly during the dry season 

when pastoralists move their herds in search of these scarce resources. The 

presence of firearms among civilians is perceived as a threat to security. Youth were 

https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/SouthSudan/South_Sudan_CAP_2014_2016/SOUTH%20SUDAN%20CAP%202014_2016r.pdf
http://unmas.createsend1.com/t/ViewEmail/j/AFFE896FD4286D10/5BB5F59C34A964350F8C96E86323F7F9
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http://usaidlandtenure.net/sites/default/files/country-profiles/full-reports/USAID_Land_Tenure_South_Sudan_Profile.pdf
http://www.ss.undp.org/content/dam/southsudan/library/Documents/CSAC%20Reports/Eastern-%20Equatoria-Consult-May-12.pdf
http://www.ss.undp.org/content/dam/southsudan/library/Documents/CSAC%20Reports/UNDP-SS-UpperNile-consult-12.pdf
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perceived to be heavily involved in clashes. The form of violence in the state has 

changed over time, in that women and children are believed to have become the 

primary targets of violence to displace them from their tribal lands (UNDP, 12/05). 

 Warrap State: The predominant causes of conflict are considered to be Cattle-

raiding, competition over water and land/border disputes; and the presence and 

uncontrolled use of small arms and light weapons (UNDP, 12/05). 

 Unity State: The following key causes of conflict across the state are identified: 

cattle raiding, competition over water and grazing lands, attacks by rebel militia 

groups, border conflicts, attacks and abduction of children by Misseriya, inter- and 

intra-clan fighting, unemployment and food insecurity (UNDP, 12/05). 

 

Other vulnerable groups 

 Disabled people: In 2012 an estimated 50,000 people are physically disabled in 

South Sudan. Many of these people became physically disabled as a result of the 

armed conflict. (ICRC, 12/07/09). 

 Minorities: Ethnic clashes over territorial control, local political leadership and 

economic subsistence are a common phenomenon in all of South Sudan. But the 

recurrence of heavy fighting in Jonglei state opposing different ethnic groups, with its 

high death toll and massive human rights violations, is of serious concern. A number 

of factors have fuelled the violence between the majority ethnic group Dinka and the 

minority ethnic groups Lou Nuer and Murle. These include: competition due to dire 

poverty, the absence of a national development policy, the significant rise in the cost 

of dowries, the vicious cycle of attacks and retaliation and the absence of political 

reaction at the national and local levels (FIDH, 12/07). 

 

Crisis Impact 

 

Refugees 

 The particular vulnerability of refugees from Sudan in South Sudan, in particular in 

Unity and Upper Nile states, is of concern regarding life-saving assistance and the 

provision of basic services (HCT, 2013/12/31). 

 

Children involved in fighting 

 According to UNICEF, there are credible reports that children are participating in the 

conflict in South Sudan. Although unable to confirm precise numbers of children 

involved in the fighting, UNICEF has urged all parties in the ongoing conflict not to 

use or allow children to be used in the fighting, and to immediately release any 

children (UNICEF, 14/01/17). 

 

 

Situation of children 

 Over 300,000 children have been displaced from their homes due to the recent 

conflict in South Sudan (UNICEF South Sudan, 2014/01/28). 

 According to UNICEF, there is a significant increase in the number of separated and 

unaccompanied children reports during the week of 22 January as compared to the 

previous week. In Juba, as of 22 January, 210 separated and unaccompanied 

children have been identified in the UN camps since the start of the violence, the 

number of cases reported increased by 11% during the week of 22 January. A total 

of 87 cases of missing children were documented, an increase by 14% during the 

week of 22 January. In Awerial (Lakes State) 97 unaccompanied children were 

registered, of which 8 have been reunited with their parents. In Malakal (Upper Nile) 

44 unaccompanied and separated children were identified (UNICEF, 2014/01/22). 

 Thousands of children are likely to have been separated from their families as a 

result of the latest violence in South Sudan, with many surviving on their own in very 

remote and hard-to-reach areas, and there is concern about their safety and welfare. 

Many of the children have witnessed their parents being killed and their homes 

looted or destroyed (Save the Children, 2013/12/29). 

 Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) has been monitoring the situation of refugees 

entering Kakuma Camp. 70 - 80% of the refugees received were unaccompanied 

children and those separated from their family members (Kenya Red Cross, 

14/01/14). 

 Thousands of children fleeing fighting in South Sudan are believed to be trapped in 

swampland, unable to afford the boat fare to cross the river Nile to safety. These 

children, many of whom have been separated from their families, have fled the 

heavy fighting around the town of Bor, Jonglei state. They are stuck in a swampy 

area between that town and the banks of the Nile, with no food, water or shelter, 

according to reports from local authorities and others who have fled the area. The 

area remains cut off from aid agencies because of continuing violence (Save the 

Children, 2014/01/13). 

 There are as many as 50% children amongst the displaced population in both 

UNMISS Bases and many appear to be struggling to cope psychologically, some 

having difficulty engaging in daily life, while others getting into fights over very minor 

issues, potentially indicative of stress/anger about the on-going situation (UNICEF, 

2014/01/04). 

 

Gender based violence 

 There are increasing reports of gender-based violence, which must be addressed. 

Survivors of gender-based violence need access to health services and 

psychosocial support (HCT, 2013/12/31). 
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Inter-clan violence 

 Inter-clan clashes that erupted in Rumbek, the capital of Lakes State at remote cattle 

camps in Manyiel and Jahla resulting in 37 deaths, according to South Sudanese 

police. More than 30 people have been admitted to Rumbek hospital with a gunshot 

wounds after the attack that is believed to have been a cattle-raiding-related revenge 

attack carried out by the Kuei against the Rup section of the Dinka ethnic group 

(Sudan Tribune, 14/01/10). 

 

Protection of civilians 

 Physical protection of civilians from the effects of armed conflict is a pressing need 

(UNOCHA, 2014/1/19) 

 Extra-judicial killings of civilians and captured soldiers have occurred in various parts 

of the country, as evidenced by the discovery of large numbers of bodies in Juba, as 

well as the Upper Nile and Jonglei state capitals of Malakal and Bor, respectively. 

Massive displacement and arbitrary detentions of civilians have been observed 

(UNMISS, 2013/12/31). 

 

Ethnically targeted violence 

 There is mounting evidence that troops and armed civilians from South Sudan’s two 

largest communities, the Dinka and Nuer, are carrying out targeted killings of 

civilians based on their ethnic background (AI, 2013/12/20). 

 Mass extrajudicial killings, the targeting of individuals on the basis of their ethnicity 

and arbitrary detentions have been documented. A mass grave was discovered in 

Bentiu, in Unity State, and there are reportedly at least two other mass graves in 

Juba. The UN High Commissioner also expressed serious concern about the safety 

of those who have been arrested and are being held in unknown locations, including 

several hundred civilians who were reportedly arrested during house-to-house 

searches and from various hotels in Juba. Hundreds of members of the South Sudan 

National Police Service were also reportedly ordered to be disarmed and arrested 

from police stations across Juba. (UN, 13/12/24). 

 The UN says at least 20 civilians were killed during an attack on a UN base in South 

Sudan that also left two Indian peacekeepers dead. The attack happened Thursday 

in the town of Akobo. The U.N. Mission in South Sudan says about 2,000 armed 

youth, believed to be ethnic Nuers, surrounded the base and opened fire. The UN 

says they were apparently aiming at members of the Dinka ethnic group who had 

sought refuge at the compound (VOA, 13/12/20). 

 South Sudanese soldiers fired indiscriminately in highly populated areas and 

targeted people for their ethnicity during recent fighting in Juba (HRW, 13/12/19). 

 Witnesses to the violence in South Sudan since December 15, 2013, have described 

how targeted attacks against civilians on an ethnic basis have taken place in both 

government and opposition-controlled areas (HRW, 14/01/16). 

 Between December 27 and January 12, 2014, a Human Rights Watch research 

team in South Sudan interviewed more than 200 victims and witnesses to abuses in 

Juba and Bor. Researchers documented widespread killings of Nuer men by 

members of South Sudanese armed forces in Juba, especially between December 

15 and 19, including a massacre of between 200 and 300 men in the Gudele 

neighborhood on December 16. Researchers also documented the targeting and 

killing of civilians of Dinka ethnicity by opposition forces in other parts of the country 

(HRW, 2014/01/16). 

 

Elderly people 

 The commissioner of Bor County reportedly said that many elderly people were 

found dead when the government troops recaptured the town from rebels on 18 

January (BBC, 2014/01/29). 

 

Lessons Learned 

 

 In 2012 the number of returnees was half of that expected. The reasons may include 

a lack of Government-organized returns, insecurity along the Sudan-South Sudan 

border, closure of most entry points into South Sudan and slow progress on the 

creation of appropriate conditions for sustainable return (e.g. reintegration support 

and land allocation issues), or a natural slowdown in returns. (UNOCHA, 2012). 

 The ability of state authorities to allocate land for new arrivals of returnees, ensure 

access to basic services and take on longer term reintegration needs will be key to 

successful integration (UNOCHA, 2013/11/14). 

 Weaknesses in the formal legal system hamper efforts to strengthen protection. In 

addition to the lack of legal instruments, limited infrastructure and qualified legal staff 

continue to make it difficult to ensure a standard approach to protection in South 

Sudan (Protection Cluster, 2013). 

 Internally displaced children are particularly vulnerable to protection risks, including 

recruitment by armed groups, sexual exploitation and abuse, and physical violence 

(Education Cluster, 2013). 

 Gender issues, in particular violence against women, continue to adversely affect 

vulnerable communities and are a major public health problem. Young women are 

particularly disadvantaged, with a reported increase in cases of sexual and gender-

based violence and early pregnancies (Protection Cluster, 2013). 

 In 2011 the main challenge for protection was the lack of protection actors on the 

ground, particularly in remote or under-developed areas (Protection Cluster, 2011). 
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 A study carried out in July 2012 in Jamam Refugee Camp in Maban County showed 

that the elderly were dying at five times the rate of those aged 5–49 years (Royal 

Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, 2013/08/20). 

 A vulnerability assessment carried out in in Yusuf Batil camp in Upper Nile State 

showed that 4% of refugees were over the age of 60. These people were reported to 

have arrived alone because they couldn't move fast enough and fell behind others 

who were fleeing. Limited mobility, visual and hearing impairments and chronic 

diseases seriously hamper older people's access to basic services in the camp. 

Older people are also often taking care of young dependants, creating a double 

protection risk (Helpage, 2013/01/15). 

  

http://trstmh.oxfordjournals.org/content/107/11/669.full?sid=3a430fc2-e8b0-4b3f-945b-3084f9d2e666
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Shelter  
 

Priority Concerns 
 

 Less than 12% of the estimated IDPs are sheltered with the UN 

 Humanitarian standards of shelter provision inside the camps are not currently 

met due to the limited land available 

 Rebuilding of homes due to extensive destruction caused by the violence.  

 Stocks of NFI are vulnerable to looting 

 

Key characteristics 

 

 In 2008, 83% of the population lived in rural areas, while 17% lived in urban (GoSS, 

2011/08).  

 According to the 2009 Household Survey, 82% of the total population live in Tukus. 

In urban areas 67% live in tukus, compared to 86% in rural areas. Only 1% of the 

total population lives in a one-story house made of brick. In urban areas, 11% live in 

one-story brick houses, compared to only 1% in rural areas (NBS, 2012/01) 

 In 2009, most of the population shared rooms for sleeping. 82% of the 

population lived in houses with 3 or more persons on average sharing a 

room for sleeping, and as many as 38% of the population lived in house 

where 5 or more people shared a room for sleeping (NBS, 2012/01). 

 In 2010, 50% of the population used firewood or grass as primary source of lighting, 

and 27% had no lighting at all. 96% of the population used firewood or charcoal as 

the primary fuel for cooking (SSCCSE, 2011/02/08). 

 Customary law, specific to each ethnic group, has governed the use of land and 

other natural resources for centuries. Formal land laws have had little impact on the 

customary tenure system in South Sudan. However, with the signing of the 

Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA), the GoSS recognized the need for 

legislation, policy and formal institutions to ensure that land rights are equitable for 

all South Sudanese. The Land Act (2009), the Local Government Act (2009) and the 

Investment Protection Act (2009), provide statutory framework for fair and 

transparent administration of land rights (USAID, 2013).  

 The Land Act (2009) explicitly recognizes customary land tenure, whereby tribal 

communities’ rights to their communal land are recognized on equal footing as 

freehold and leasehold rights (NRC, 2012/03). 

 Women’s rights to land have uncertain legal status. Customary law does not 

recognize a woman’s right to land and property ownership. The Constitution and 

Land Act assert that women can own land. However, neither customary nor formal 

institutions enforce women’s land ownership (NRC, 2012/03). 

 Inter-communal violence and clashes between state and non-state armed actors in 

parts of the country has destroyed homes and livelihoods. Annual flooding has also 

affected many areas of the country. Prior to the violence that started on 15 

December, the shelter cluster had estimated that approximately 500,000 would need 

shelter and non-food items in 2014 (Shelter and NFI Cluster, 2013/11/14). 

 A standard NFI kit for South Sudan agreed by the cluster in 2012 includes the 

following range of items: blankets, sleeping mats, plastic sheet, kitchen set, soap, 

bucket, jerry can, kanga, mosquito net (Shelter and NFI Cluster, 2013/11/14). 

 

Crisis impact  
 

 As of 3 February, it is estimated that at least 743,700 people have been internally 

displaced within South Sudan since 15 December and that an estimated 130,400 

people have sought refuge in the neighbouring countries of Uganda, Ethiopia, Kenya 

and Sudan (not including Abyei) (UNOCHA, 2014/02/03). 

 Less than 11% of the estimated number of IDPs are currently sheltered within UN 

bases. It is important that the needs of the populations living outside these bases 

continue to be monitored (UNOCHA, 2014/01/19). 

 As of 30 January approximately 80,100 people were sheltered in eight bases of the 

UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) (UNOCHA, 2014/01/30). 

 Humanitarian standards for shelter provision can currently not be met due to the 

limited secure land inside UN bases and the remote nature of most spontaneous 

settlements. Currently the density of displaced people is ten times below 

humanitarian standards (OCHA, 2014/01/16). 

 There has been extensive destruction of homes and property and there is a need for 

support with reconstruction in places of origin when appropriate (OCHA, 2014/1/16). 

 Various UN stocks of food and other items have been looted or are vulnerable to 

looting in some locations, and air and road access is limited both in terms of security 

and availability of assets (UNOCHA, 2014/01/19). 

 Additional emergency shelter and NFI materials to restock the core pipeline for 

distributions and prepositioning. NFI stocks from the pipeline have already been 

distributed by partners in Jonglei, Central Equatoria and Warrap states (IOM, 

2014/01/11). 
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https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/CAP_2014-2016_South_Sudan.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis%20-%20situation%20update%2016_as%20of%203%20February.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis_Situation%20Report%2012_as%20of%2019%20January.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South_Sudan_crisis_situation_update_15_as_of_30_January.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis_Situation%20Report%2011_as%20of%2016%20January.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis_Situation%20Report%2011_as%20of%2016%20January.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis_Situation%20Report%2012_as%20of%2019%20January.pdf
http://www.iom.int/files/live/sites/iom/files/Country/docs/IOM-South-Sudan-Situation-Report-11-January-2014.pdf
http://www.iom.int/files/live/sites/iom/files/Country/docs/IOM-South-Sudan-Situation-Report-11-January-2014.pdf
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Lessons Learned 

 

 Female-headed households are more vulnerable and highly susceptible to shocks 

because they do not have access to assets and labour. Additionally, while some 

returnees arrive with significant amounts of luggage, others arrive with virtually 

nothing. Returnee and displaced households cannot be sustained without basic 

shelter and essential household items such as water containers and cooking pots 

(Shelter and NFI Cluster, 2011). 

 People displaced fleeing homes due to violence are highly mobile, and therefore 

need only basic shelter solutions and a small set of durable NFI when they are on 

the move (Shelter and NFI cluster, 2013). 

 There is a large group of returnees who are in need of adequate shelter solutions, 

which differ at the various stages of their journey and according to their final 

destination. Emergency shelter will be needed in areas where returnees become 

stranded over extended periods of time. At final destination, many returnees are 

unable to integrate in their communities, arriving in urban or peri-urban areas and 

facing challenges with access to land and basic services. For these groups, 

sustainable shelter solutions, which take into account the local context and 

community dynamics are desperately needed (Shelter and NFI Cluster, 2013/11/14). 

  

https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/CAP_2012_South_Sudan.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/SouthSudan/South_Sudan_CAP_2014_2016/SOUTH%20SUDAN%20CAP%202014_2016r.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/CAP_2014-2016_South_Sudan.pdf
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Education 

 

Priority Concerns 
 

 The emergency education context in South Sudan is complicated by extremely high 

pre-emergency educational needs; a by-product of decades of civil war. 

 South Sudan ranks at the bottom of global education indicators. Only 44 per cent of 

children are enrolled in primary school and only 1.6% attend secondary school. Only 

27% of adults in South Sudan can read and write. Only 2.7% of South Sudan’s 

28,000 primary school teachers have a tertiary qualification. On average, South 

Sudanese schools have a ratio of 198 pupils for every teacher, and the situation is 

significantly worse in emergency-prone areas. 

 Conflict, natural disasters and displacement compound South Sudan’s education 

challenges, causing disruptions in schooling, damaging school infrastructure, and 

exposing children and youth to serious protection risks. Some 255,000 school-aged 

children were affected by emergencies in 2013. 

 Permanent and semi-permanent school buildings have been destroyed during recent 

violent clashes and alternative safe learning spaces, especially for girls, are lacking. 

 School buildings that host IDPs are further contributing towards decreasing the 

already small number of permanent and semi-permanent schools available to 

children. 

 With the new school term starting in February, displaced children and those whose 

school has been occupied by IDPs or destroyed during violent conflict will miss out 

on school education in a country where the school attendance rate is very low 

already. 

 Refugee camps lack safe learning spaces and teachers for all children who have 

sought refuge there. 

 Schools in host communities of IDPs might be overburdened with the additional 

influx of pupils. 

 Children who have been separated from their parents during conflict need to be 

accounted for in education needs. 

 Children who have become refugees in neighbouring countries need to receive 

school education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Characteristics 
 

 In South Sudan, the majority of adults and children have not had the opportunity to 

attend school due to decades of civil war. During that time the development of basic 

services was non-existent and accessing the little infrastructure that did exist was 

difficult (GOSS, 2012). 

 As a result, the Republic of South Sudan (RSS) Ministry of Education (MoGEI) 

constructed a parallel system of formal and alternative education systems. The 

formal education ladder is an 8-4-4 system, that is, 8 years of primary education, 4 

years of secondary education, and 4 years of higher education. The alternative 

education system (AES) consists of 6 different programs, and offers flexible entry 

and exit points for children, youth, and adults. The technical and vocational 

education and training (TVET) prepares students for practical and applicable skills 

that will lead to occupations either in the form of a job or as livelihood. Education 

layers are as follows (GOSS, 2013): 

 

 
 

 In early 2007 the Education Management Information System (EMIS) was 

established. One of its key activities is the administration of the Annual Education 

Census (AEC) (GOSS, 2013). 

 The official primary school entrance age in South Sudan is age 6 (GOSS, 2013). 

 In 2009, the literacy rate of the total population over 15 years old in South Sudan is 

27%. The literacy rate among men is 40% and among women 16% (SSNBS, 2011). 

 53% of the urban adult population is literate in 2009, compared to 22% of the rural 

adult population. 40% of the population between 15-24 is literate. The literacy rate 

for males in this age group is 55% compared to 28% for females (SSNBS, 2011). 

http://www.fhi360.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/2011%20South%20Sudan%20National%20Statistical%20Booklet%20for%20Education_0.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTAFRICA/Resources/257994-1337357494718/Key-Indicators-SS.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTAFRICA/Resources/257994-1337357494718/Key-Indicators-SS.pdf
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 There are more than 1.3 million primary school age children out of school (UNESCO, 

2011/06). 

 Only 37% of the population above the age of 6 has ever attended school. Literacy by 

age group in percent is as follows (SSNBS, 2011): 

 

 
 

 In schools, the language of instruction has shifted from Arabic to English in 2011 

(Reuters, 11/10/28). 

 

 Enrolment 

 Primary school enrolments approximately doubled between 2000 and 2005 from 0.3 

million to 0.7 million, and between 2005 and 2009 from 0.7 million to 1.4 million. The 

primary school gross enrolment rate (GER) increased from an estimated 21 percent 

in 2000 to 72 percent in 2009 based on a mix of sources of information. 

 In 2012 there were 1,365,757 pupils in primary schools, of which 60.8% male and 

39.2% female. This is less than in 2011 and 2010, where the number of pupils were 

1,391,704 and 1,401,874 respectively. Only Central Equatoria, Lakes, Western 

Equatoria, Northern Bar el Ghazal and Western Bahr el Ghazal have seen an 

increase in the number of pupils enrolled from 2010 to 2012 (GOSS, 2013). 

 Across all states, there are more boys than girls enrolled in primary schools. This is 

especially pronounced in Warrap and Lakes, where there are over twice as many 

boys as girls enrolled. In Western Equatoria and Central Equatoria the pupil 

enrolment rates in terms of gender are more balanced with 54.4% male, 44.6% and 

53.3% male, 46.7% female respectively (GOSS, 2013). 

 Spatial distribution of primary net enrolment rate in 2009 is as follow (SSNBS, 2011): 

 

 

 
 

 The Net Enrolment Rate (NER), which shows the proportion of those children of 

school age who are enrolled in school, was in 2012 42% in total. The NER for boys 

was 47.30% and the NER for girls 36.30% (GOSS, 2013). 

 In 2012 the NER per state and gender showed that only in Western Bar el Ghazal, 

the total NER was above 50%. Upper Nile reached almost 50%, whereas in Eastern 

Equatoria it was only 33% (GOSS, 2013). 

 
 

 Warrap, Lakes States (both 27%) and Eastern Equatoria (29.5%) have the lowest 

NER for females. As shown in the graph below, the biggest discrepancy between 

male and female NER can be observed for Warrap, where the male NER is 51.4% 

and the female one only 27% (GOSS, 2013): 

http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/ED/pdf/gmr2011-policy-paper-south-sudan.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/ED/pdf/gmr2011-policy-paper-south-sudan.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTAFRICA/Resources/257994-1337357494718/Key-Indicators-SS.pdf
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/10/28/us-sudan-south-schools-idUSTRE79R3CK20111028
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTAFRICA/Resources/257994-1337357494718/Key-Indicators-SS.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
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 Significant disparities in attendance by age are also reported in 2009 between urban 

and rural setting and depending on the level of income (SSNBS, 2011): 

 

 

 In 2012 there were 394,573 children in Grade 1, but only 181,870 in Grade 4 and 

32,597 in Grade 8 (GOSS, 2013).  

 It is estimated that only around one child in ten finishes primary school, with girls half 

as likely to complete as boys (UNESCO, 11/06). Whereas early marriage is the 

greatest barrier to girls’ education, cattle herding forms the main obstacle for boys to 

completing their education (UN OCHA, 13/11/14). 

 Among the primary school students, 1.3% had special needs, 0.8% were 

demobilised soldiers and 10.3 % were orphans (single or no parent) (GOSS, 2013). 

 In 2012 there were 56,827 secondary school students, of which 70.5% were male 

and 29.5% female (GOSS, 2013). 

 1.5% of these secondary school pupils had special needs, 20.9% were orphans 

(single or no parent) (GOSS, 2013). 

 In 2012 a total number of 1,956 students was enrolled in the nine universities in the 

country. 76.4% of the students were male, 23.6% female (GOSS, 2013). 

 

Educational facilities 

 The number of pre-primary schools increased from 332 in 2010 to 571 in 2012. 

Nearly 61% of the pre-primary schools are operated by non-government entities 

(GOSS, 2013). 

 There was an increase in the number of primary schools in 2012 (3,639) compared 

to 2011 (3,447) and 2010 (3,349), in almost all states, except in Unity where the 

number of primary schools dropped (GOSS, 2013). 

 73.5% of primary schools continue to be government operated; the remaining 

schools are supported by NGOs or managed by private entities (GOSS, 2013). 

 In 2012 there were 18,461 primary school classrooms, of which 6,363 were 

permanent, 4,000 are semi-permanent, 5,888 are in the open-air and 2,210 of others 

(where other includes roof-only, tent, etc.). The pupil-classroom-ratio was 131.8, 

down from 143.2 in 2010 (GOSS, 2013). 

 In 2012 41.7% of primary schools had access to safe drinking water, 56.5% had no 

access to latrines (GOSS, 2013). 

 There was an increase in the number of secondary schools in 2012 (242) compared 

to 2011 (196) and 2010 (168) in all states (GOSS, 2013). 

 In 2012 there were 1,299 secondary school classrooms, 987 of which were 

permanent, 256 semi-permanent, 6 open-air and 50 others. The pupil-classroom-

ratio was 45.7, up from 43.1 in 2010 due to the faster increase in student numbers 

(GOSS, 2013). 

 60.3% of the secondary schools are government-owned; the remaining 39.7% are 

NGO-supported or privately owned, a slight change from 2010 (66.7, 33.3% 

respectively) (GOSS, 2013). 

 There are nine universities in South Sudan, seven of which are in Central Equatoria 

(4 in Juba and 3 in Yei River), and one each in Jonglei and Western Equatoria 

(GOSS, 2013). 

 

 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTAFRICA/Resources/257994-1337357494718/Key-Indicators-SS.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/ED/pdf/gmr2011-policy-paper-south-sudan.pdf
http://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/CAP_2014-2016_South_Sudan.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
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Drop-out rates 

 Average dropout rates in primary schools in South Sudan in the period 2011-2012 by 

grades were 30.2% (P1-2), 17.1% (P2-3) 21.1% (3-4), 32.1% (P4-5), 29.5% (P5-6), 

30.2% (P6-7) and 23.7% (P7-8) (GOSS, 2013). 

 Dropout rates are particularly high in Jonglei and Unity states at upper grades of 

primary schools where they are 55.1% in Jonglei and 49.6% in Unity (GOSS, 2013). 

 At the state level, there does not appear to be much difference between genders in 

terms of dropout rates, although dropout rates for females in Jonglei are notably high 

towards the end of the primary cycle (GOSS, 2013). 

 Education officials have raised alarm over a high rate of drop-out among girls in 

Lakes State even as reports indicate that several schools lack infrastructure and 

students are still studying under trees (Gurtong, 2013/11/12). 

 Girls and boys face different barriers to accessing education and flourishing in 

temporary learning spaces. Whereas early marriage is the greatest barrier to girls’ 

education, cattle herding forms the main obstacle for boys to completing their 

education (Education Cluster 2013).  

 Barriers to boys’ attendance at learning spaces (as percent of responses) is as 

follow (Education Cluster 2013): 

 

 
 Barriers to girls’ attendance at learning spaces (as percent of responses) is as follow 

(Education Cluster 2013): 

 

 
Teacher qualification 

 Fewer than 5% of teachers have the necessary skills to teach in the country's 

schools (VOA, 2013/05/07). 

 In 2012 there was a total of 28,029 primary school teachers, 47.3% of whom are 

trained, 32.1% untrained and 20.6% with unknown qualification (GOSS, 2013). 

 At the secondary level, 57% of the 3,231 secondary school teachers are trained, 

compared to 16.3% who are untrained and 26.7%, that have unknown qualifications. 

10.2% of secondary school teachers were women (GOSS, 2013). 

 More than 7,000 new teachers receive training following the shift from Arabic to 

English (Reuters, 2011/10/28). 

 The pupil teacher ratio in 2012 varied considerably per state. It was highest in 

Jonglei and lowest in Eastern, Central and Western Equatoria (GOSS, 2013): 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://www.gurtong.net/ECM/Editorial/tabid/124/ctl/ArticleView/mid/519/articleId/13728/categoryId/4/Education-Officials-Alarmed-By-Drop-Out-Rate.aspx
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/CAP_2014-2016_South_Sudan.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/CAP_2014-2016_South_Sudan.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/CAP_2014-2016_South_Sudan.pdf
http://www.voanews.com/content/south-sudan-teachers-training/1656666.html
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/10/28/us-sudan-south-schools-idUSTRE79R3CK20111028
http://ed-assist.net/southsudanemis/docs/2012_SSDStatBooklet_Booklet_National_v2_20130515.pdf
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Priority areas for education in emergencies 

 The Education cluster has applied a vulnerability index to estimate which counties 

are likely to require education emergency assistance in October 2013. The index is 

based on weighted emergency data (such as conflict incidents, flooding incidents, 

returnee levels, deaths and displacement data) and education specific data (such as 

gross enrolment rates, gender disparity in enrolment, ratio of pupils to teachers, 

classrooms and text books, and WASH availability) (Education Cluster 2013): 

 

 
 

 About 255,000 school-aged children were affected by emergencies in 2013. In 

October 2013, the Education cluster estimated that up to 310,000 boys and girls 

(including pre-school children), women and men in emergency-affected areas will 

need emergency education services in 2014 (Education Cluster 2013). 

 

 

Crisis Impact 

 

 The current crisis has worsened South Sudan’s already significant education 

challenges. Internally displaced children are particularly vulnerable to protection 

risks, including recruitment by armed groups, sexual exploitation and abuse, and 

physical violence. The disruption to community and family structures caused by 

displacement compounds these risks. These children are also more likely to have 

experienced a recent traumatic event (Response Plan 2013/12). 

 Many children have been separated from their families due to the conflict and are 

vulnerable to abuse and health risks. Many of these children will remain out of 

school when the school year begins (Plan, 2014/01/10). 

 Upper Nile University has announced that the remaining examinations will not be 

done, until the current political situation in the country is normalised (Gurtong, 

2014/01/10). 

 In existing IDP camps additional space is needed for child friendly spaces and for 

education, as the school year is due to begin in February (UNICEF, 2014/01/09). 

 Prolonged conflict in South Sudan could cause massive disruption to the school 

calendar, disrupting efforts to rebuild the country’s education system (Plan, 

2014/01/04). 

 Upper Nile University is closed indefinitely because of the current crisis (Gurtong, 

2013/12/28). 

 Many schools are occupied by armed actors and other groups who will need to 

vacate these in order for the academic year to start in February (UNOCHA, 

2014/1/19). 

 Based on a inter-agency rapid needs assessment on 15 and 16 January in 

Minkamen camp (Lakes states) it is estimated that 90% of 38,802 learners and 95% 

of 512 teachers from Bor are now displaced in the Minkamen camp (UNICEF, 

2014/01/22). 

 

Lessons Learned 
 

 Conflict, natural disasters and displacement compound South Sudan’s education 

challenges, causing disruptions in schooling, damaging school infrastructure, and 

exposing children and youth to serious protection risks (Education Cluster 2013). 

 Internal displacement has strained the scarce resources and overwhelmed the 

coping mechanisms of host communities, who themselves have limited access to 

health care, water and sanitation, and education services (IDMC, 12/06/26). 

 The occupation of schools by displaced people, returnees and armed forces 

seriously impacted access to education for thousands of children in 2012. 33 schools 

were occupied during the year, affecting over 28,200 pupils across nine states. 

School buildings were also attacked during conflict (Education Cluster, 2012). 

 Many returnees arrive to find school conducted in a different language and 

curriculum - and to a lower standard - to that which they left behind in Sudan 

(Education Cluster 2013). 

 Stranded returnees are a particularly vulnerable group, who require similar support 

to internally displaced communities (Education Cluster 2013). 

https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/CAP_2014-2016_South_Sudan.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/CAP_2014-2016_South_Sudan.pdf
http://unocha.org/cap/appeals/response-plan-south-sudan-crisis-january-march-2014
http://www.plan.org.au/News/2014/01/10/South-Sudan-Education-at-threat-as-thousands-flee-fighting.aspx
http://www.gurtong.net/ECM/Editorial/tabid/124/ctl/ArticleView/mid/519/articleId/14495/categoryId/4/University-Examinations-Postponed-Indefinitely.aspx
http://www.gurtong.net/ECM/Editorial/tabid/124/ctl/ArticleView/mid/519/articleId/14495/categoryId/4/University-Examinations-Postponed-Indefinitely.aspx
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20South%20Sudan%20SitRep4%20-%209Jan2014.pdf
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre/press-releases/education-at-threat-in-south-sudan-as-thousands-of-children-flee-fighting/
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre/press-releases/education-at-threat-in-south-sudan-as-thousands-of-children-flee-fighting/
http://www.gurtong.net/ECM/Editorial/tabid/124/ctl/ArticleView/mid/519/articleId/14329/categoryId/4/Upper-Nile-University-Closed-Indefinitely.aspx
http://www.gurtong.net/ECM/Editorial/tabid/124/ctl/ArticleView/mid/519/articleId/14329/categoryId/4/Upper-Nile-University-Closed-Indefinitely.aspx
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis_Situation%20Report%2012_as%20of%2019%20January.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20crisis_Situation%20Report%2012_as%20of%2019%20January.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20South%20Sudan%20SitRep%20%236%20-%2022Jan2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20South%20Sudan%20SitRep%20%236%20-%2022Jan2014.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/CAP_2014-2016_South_Sudan.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/B25C16A58C5BC4A6C1257A2900522F10/$file/South%20Sudan%20-%20June%202012.pdf
http://unocha.org/cap/appeals/consolidated-appeal-south-sudan-2012
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/CAP_2014-2016_South_Sudan.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/CAP_2014-2016_South_Sudan.pdf
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 Host communities, on the other hand, are more likely to have educational structures 

and resources in place. However, these can be strained by the arrival of displaced 

people and returnees. They are also vulnerable to natural disasters, cattle raiding 

and armed hostilities. In host communities, the priority is to alleviate the strain on 

educational infrastructure during an influx of emergency-affected people, provide 

peace education, and strengthen resilience, disaster risk reduction and emergency 

preparedness (Education Cluster 2013). 

 Children affected by emergencies need psycho-social support and emergency 

relevant life skills such as landmine awareness that teachers in South Sudan 

presently lack the capacity to provide (Education Cluster, 2012). 

 There is a critical need for emergency-specific training of hired and volunteer 

teachers and, given the common incidence of gender-based violence within and 

around school, need for training in critical protection principles and psycho-social 

support practices (Education Cluster, 2012).   

 There is also a need to respond to significant gender disparity in access to 

emergency education, as girls are less likely to attend protective temporary learning 

spaces and there are fewer female teachers being trained as part of emergency 

response programming (Education Cluster, 2012).  

 Children with disabilities are rarely accounted for in emergency programming and 

there is very little data presently available relating to this part of the school-aged 

population (Education Cluster, 2012).  

 Emergency teaching and learning materials are needed in schools affected by 

destruction and looting, and for emergency-affected children in temporary learning 

spaces. Occupied schools typically had facilities and furniture damaged and 

teaching and learning materials destroyed or looted (Education Cluster, 2011). 

 

 

https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/CAP_2014-2016_South_Sudan.pdf
http://unocha.org/cap/appeals/consolidated-appeal-south-sudan-2012
http://unocha.org/cap/appeals/consolidated-appeal-south-sudan-2012
http://unocha.org/cap/appeals/consolidated-appeal-south-sudan-2012
http://unocha.org/cap/appeals/consolidated-appeal-south-sudan-2012
http://unocha.org/cap/appeals/consolidated-appeal-south-sudan-2012
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Timeline for 2005 – 2013: 

   



 

55 
 

Timeline for December 2013 – January 2014:  
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Methodology – This desk study presents estimations of scale, severity and 

likely impact of a disaster. It aims to inform decision making for preparedness 

and emergency response and intents to complement and integrate 

assessment-related data from other agencies. Feedback to improve the DNA 

is welcome (dna@acaps.org). ACAPS and MapAction thank agencies and 

NGOs who have shared data and analysis. 

  

Disclaimer – Information provided is provisional as it has not been possible to 

independently verify field reports. As this report covers highly dynamic 

subject, utility of the information may decrease with time.  
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