
 
Facts & Figures 
 

Famine and severe 
food insecurity 
killed 258 000 
people, between 
October 2010 and 
April 2012, 
including 133 000 
children under five   

Number of IDP's: 
1.1 million 

Somali refugees in 
the region: Over 1 
million  

 

Other important 
facts 

Population in need 
of humanitarian 
assistance:  

1 050 000 (FAO) 

215 000 children < 
5 years acutely 
malnourished (down 
from 323 000 in 
01.12) 

ECHO funding:  

2012 - €60.8 
million; 

2013 - €40 million 
has been allocated  
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• Security is a major threat to aid work inside Somalia. Access to 

vulnerable people in many parts of the country is severely constrained. 
Maintaining this access is extremely difficult in such a complex 
environment; 

• The food security outlook has improved but the regions of Somalia worst 
hit by famine in 2011 remain in food security crisis;  

• Malnutrition remains an emergency in many areas, especially South-
Central Somalia. 

 

 
 
Situation in the Country 
 
Somalia remains one of the most challenging environments due to a highly 
volatile security situation and limited humanitarian access. Two decades of 
conflict and worsening cycles of drought and flooding have left millions of 
Somalis extremely vulnerable. 

Humanitarian situation and needs 

Key messages 
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After the devastating drought in 2011, access to food has improved due to better rains, a good 
harvest, low food prices and sustained humanitarian assistance. However, the situation remains 
serious, with almost 14 per cent of the total population (1.05 million people) still in need of 
humanitarian assistance. At the height of the famine and severe food insecurity in 2011, 4 million 
people, or nearly half of the Somali population, were affected. 258 000 people including 133 000 
children under five are estimated to have lost their lives due to famine and food insecurity between 
October 2010 and April 2012. The nutrition situation remains very critical with 215,000 acutely 
malnourished children under five; 45,000 of them are at risk of dying if they do not receive 
treatment. Two-thirds of these children are in the conflict-stricken Southern regions of the country. 
 
Conflict and the threat of forced recruitment into militias has forced civilian populations to flee into 
displacement camps within and outside the country. Currently, 1.1 million people are displaced within 
Somalia while a further 1 million living as refugees in neighboring countries. Longer-term solutions 
are needed for those internally displaced persons (IDPs) who wish to remain and settle permanently 
in their new location. At the same time, the European Commission's Humanitarian Aid and Civil 
Protection department (ECHO) is supporting those who wish to return to their original homes, with 
information allowing them to make the best decision for their family, advice to the authorities on 
legal frameworks to be applied, and assistance for households and communities in coping with this 
return.    
 
Serious abuses have been committed against civilian populations, including widespread reports of 
sexual violence perpetrated by armed actors. The humanitarian community is deeply concerned over 
potential violations of International Humanitarian Law and human rights abuses. The clear distinction 
between humanitarian aid on the one hand, and political and military objectives on the other, 
remains essential to safeguard the impartiality, neutrality and independence of humanitarian 
interventions thus ensuring access to civilians most in need.  
 
Major needs and related problems 
 
Somalia remains one of the most dangerous countries for aid workers. Safeguarding humanitarian 
principles is particularly important to continue to have access to the most needy populations. 
Maintaining this access while preserving the safety and security of humanitarian personnel is 
extremely difficult in such a complex environment.  
 
Areas of south-central Somalia continue to be characterised by lack of access to food and other 
livelihood needs, high mortality, morbidity and malnutrition rates. Poor access to healthcare, limited 
access to safe water and poor hygiene practices also contribute to Somalia’s high rates of 
malnutrition. Global acute malnutrition (GAM) remains at a critical level (GAM 14.3%) particularly in 
Bay, Bakool, Gedo and Hiraan regions. Severe acute malnutrition (SAM) has reduced considerably 
but remains critical (SAM 3%).  
 
Continued assistance is needed to consolidate the progress made so far in allowing the most 
vulnerable people to recover from the drought and to build their resilience to future crises.   
 

 

Funding 
 
ECHO has been supporting projects in Somalia since early 1994. In 2011, the European Commission 
allocated €77 million in humanitarian aid to Somalia and assisted over 2 million people. In 2012, 
€60.8 million were allocated and an initial €40 million given in 2013. Through these funds, the 
Commission will continue to support interventions in the areas of protection, food security, health, 
nutrition, shelter, water and sanitation, hygiene promotion, livelihoods support, and coordination of 
aid. Assistance and protection actions will focus on the most affected regions of central south 
Somalia, where needs are still the greatest. In addition, it will also address vulnerable pockets in 
Puntland and Somaliland.   
 

The European Union's Humanitarian Response 
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The Commission will continue to focus on actions that save lives during emergencies such as 
treatment of malnutrition; emergency preparedness actions including surveillance; and interventions 
that increase the recovery and resilience of the communities most affected by recurrent crises. 
 
The Commission remains dependent on the implementation capacity of its operational partners on 
the ground, their level of access to populations and their ability to operate while reducing risks to 
their staff.  
 

 
Malnutrition 

 
Malnutrition is still a big problem in Somalia with many 
regions registering rates that are above emergency levels. 
In Mogadishu, ECHO's partner Concern has established six 
centres to treat malnutrition as well as give preventive care, 
such as treating school children for worms. With funds from 
ECHO, Concern is also improving access to water, sanitation 
and hygiene practices mainly targeting displaced people in 
Mogadishu. The project is also supporting displaced people 
wishing to return home with a cash grant to buy food, 
shelter material and to restart their livelihoods. This project 
targets close to 210 000 people in Mogadishu, Lower 
Shabelle, Bay and Gedo. 
 
 

Supporting Livelihoods  
Recurrent natural shocks coupled with years of conflict have 
rendered many families in Somalia vulnerable to acute food 
shortages. ECHO, through Save the Children, is helping the 
worst affected families to rebuild their sources of income. 
Poor families have received cash grants during hunger gaps, 
farm inputs such as seeds, or support to restock shrinking 
herds. These activities are aimed at increasing access to 
food for almost 49 000 people drawn from Mataban and 
Beletweyne, Bossasso, and Garowe regions. This project is 
also offering primary healthcare services, water and 
sanitation, and treating acute malnutrition. 
 

 

 
 

Somalia is home to over 1 million internally displaced 
people, many of whom have had to run more than once. 
One of the most critical needs among uprooted people is 
shelter. ECHO is providing over 217 000 people, mainly 
IDPs, vulnerable returnees and destitute local population, 
drawn from across Somalia with decent shelter. Through 
Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC), the most vulnerable 
families in 10 out of 18 regions of Somalia are receiving 
some form of shelter as well as sanitation facilities funded 
by ECHO.  

Examples of humanitarian projects in Somalia 
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Providing Shelter 
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