
Situation Highlights
Globally:

1 521 252
Confirmed cases

Countries of WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region:

92 798
Deaths (CFR: 6.1%) 
213
countries/territories reported cases

88 657
Confirmed cases
4 607
Deaths (CFR:5.1%) 
22
countries/territories reported cases

African Region of WHO:
8 789
Confirmed cases
382
Deaths (CFR:4.3%) 
45
Countries reported cases

Somalia:
1 746
passengers screened at designated points of entry
21
laboratory-confirmed cases

20
suspected cases quarantined/isolated

357
close contacts under follow-up (342 completed 14-day s follow up)

12
events investigated
14
isolation facilities available

500
PPEs to manage first 500 cases distributed

69
laboratory samples shipped for testing

46
ICU beds available

100
Beds in quarantine sites

813
HCW staff trained and ready

816
rumours reported and investigated

1
Death (CFR:4.7%) 

CORONAVIRUS 
DISEASE (COVID-19) 
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Sample collection kits for COVID-19 are regularly shipped to all remote areas of the country
using UNHAS chartered ight. In this picture, WHO �eld o�cer is seen receiving such 
supplies for handing over to the ministry of health of Jubaland.
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During this week, fourteen additional laboratory-con�rmed cases of 
COVID-19 were announced bythe Ministry of Health & Human Services 
(MOH&HS). On 08 April, 2020, the ministry also announced the death of 
one 58 year old male, a Somali citizen, who was tested positive for 
COVID-19 on 07 April 2020. This brings the total number of COVID-19 
cases in Somalia to 21 including 1 associated death (CFR: 4.7%).

So far, six of these twenty-one laboratory-con�rmed cases  were 
travel-associated including two cases reported from Somaliland. These 
cases were reported from 16-24 March 2020. The remaining cases had no 
travel history and were reported from 25 March to 10 April signifying 
human-to-human transmission. Amongst these cases, six are healthcare 
workers.

The median age of all cases reported, so far, is 34 years (Age range-20-66 
years) and except two, all are male. of the cases reported during this 
week, six are linked to one cluster and other four cases are linked to 
another cluster. All the close contacts of these two clusters have been 
quarantined and some of the contacts have been sampled.

A total of 42 suspected cases have been reported and investigated 
countrywide, during this week, including 10 in Somaliland, 5 in Puntland 
and 27 in Mogadishu. Of these, 20 cases, currently are in 
quarantine/isolation facility. The number of contacts identi�ed so far for 
the 21 laboratory-con�rmed cases is 357. A total of 69 samples (including 
repeat samples) have been collected and shipped to Kenya Medical 
Research Institute (KEMRI) laboratory in Nairobi for testing. Some test 
results are pending.
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Epidemic curve of COVID-19 cases in Somalia, 11 Mar-10 Apr, 2020
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Isolation facilities 
identified: 

De Martino Hospital

Kismayo general Hospital

Bayhaw general hospital

Dhusamareeb General Hospital

Galkacyo South Hospital

Aden Abdulle International Airport

Garowe Regional Hospital

Bossaso Regional Hospital

Galkacyo Regional Hospital

Jowhar General Hospital

BeletweyneGeneral Hospital

Hudur General Hospital 

Dobley District Hospital

Buhoodle Hospital

Screening at International 
Points of Entry

Kismayo

Dobley

Dolow

Bossaso Seaport

Region Points of entry Number of travelers screened

Jubaland

Jubaland

Jubaland

Bari

843

278

591

34

Ongoing activities
The Ministry of Health & Human Services of Federal Government of 
Somalia and WHO activated the incident management support team 
(IMST) for COVID -19 response operations when Coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) was declared as a pandemic. The government established 
National Coordination Committee for COVID19 response led by the Prime 
Minister of Federal Government of Somalia. A total ban of passenger 
�ights entering the Somalia (except humanitarian �ight) is in force.

Daily COVID-19 taskforce committee meetings are ongoing in Galmudug, 
Hirshabelle, Jubbaland, Puntland and Somaliland under the chairmanship 
of the respective ministries of health supporting the emergency response 
activities for COVID-19.

Surveillance and laboratory detection

The disease surveillance o�cers across the country are monitoring the 
trend of severe acute respiratory infection situation on a daily basis that is 
reported from all health facilities in all districts through the existing 
surveillance system including the EWARN. The Federal Ministry of Health, 
with the support of WHO, and the ministries of health of FMS have 

Public Health Response Activities Coordination

Midnimo Health Center
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included the case de�nition of suspected case of Coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) into the EWARN as part of roll out of event-based surveillance 
system with the EWARN to generate alerts for investigation and 
reporting.

So far, a total of 242 Rapid Response Teams (RRTs) comprising of 
surveillance o�cers, community healthcare workers and volunteers have 
been mobilized for conducting active surveillance, contact tracing and 
management.

With support from the Italian Development Cooperation, the National 
Public Health Laboratory in Mogadishu has started testing for COVID-19 
and on 9 April, WHO handed over the Real-Time Polymerase Chain 
Reaction (rt-PCR) machine and other essential laboratory supplies. The 
funding support from Italian Development cooperation will also support 
setting up two additional molecular diagnostic laboratories with the 
capacity to test COVID-19 sample in Somaliland and Puntland state. These 
two laboratories are expected to be functional by third week of April. 

Risk communication

Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE) Task Force 
comprising of FMOH (lead), UN Agencies, partners and donors has been 
established. The O�ce of the Prime Minister, Ministry of Information and 
Ministry of Religious A�airs are part of the task force with the overall 
responsibility of coordinating the risk communication activities.

The Ministry of Health & Human Services of Federal Government of 
Somalia has established a hotline number (449) as part of its response for 
COVID-19. Any person can call this number for any assistance. The center 
operates 24/7. This week, 816 rumors were received from this hotline and 
none of which was true. 

The Ministry of Health in Puntland has established a COVID-19 hotline 
number (343) as part of its ongoing response. Any person can call this 
toll-free number to seek help and assistance.

Community awareness programmes through TV and radio shows are 
ongoing and are expected to reach 6 million people throughout the 
country. Vehicles with mounted microphones disseminating messages 
are seen in major cities across the country. Risk communication and 
awareness videos produced in Somali language are being shown in these 
programmes. RCCE message has been set up country-wide on all 
ringtones of local calls freely provided by Hormuud, Telesom and Golis.

Activities at the Points of Entry

Public health screening at points of entry is ongoing. No suspected case 
was recorded during this week from any of the designated points of 
entry. In Jubaland, another land-crossing border- Balad-Xaawo has been 
made operational for screening of cross-border travelers.
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In Galmudug, all entry points are closed while in Somaliland, screening of 
returnee travelers is ongoing. 

Case management

Currently, a 100 bed quarantine facility managed by the Federal Ministry 
of Health and 6 other quarantine sites in Puntland are operational. During 
the coming week, additional isolation facilities (250 bed capacity) 
managed by the international NGOs will be operational in other states. 

Case management protocols to all isolation centers have been distributed 
across the country.  

Supplies for infection prevention and control measures including PPEs for 
healthcare workers continue to be distributed to the Federal Member 
States. 

WHO in collaboration with FMOH has so far trained 813 healthcare 
providers for COVID-19 response.

 Resource mobilization: 

The Ministry of Health & Human Services of FGS launched the national 
preparedness and response plan for COVID-19 on 26 March 2020 with a 
budget of USD 57.76 million for six month period. The FGS committed an 
initial 5 Million USD to the CVOID-19 response outbreak in the country.

To date, WHO has received contributions from the Italian Agency for 
Development Cooperation, ECHO, CERF and the Embassy of Switzerland 
against the WHO’s appeal to support the government-led operations 
response to COVID-19. The contributions have enabled scaling up of 
operational responses to COVID-19 in Somalia, including for, inter alia, 
building and rapidly scaling up laboratory diagnostics and testing 
facilities for COVID-19 in the country.

Discussions are also ongoing with other agencies for funding support.
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somaliawho

Follow us on

@WROSOM

For further information, please contact:

Dr Ahmed Adam
Incident Management Team Leader
Ministry of Health and Human Services
Federal Government of Somalia
Mob: +252612888418
Email: publichealth@moh.gov.so

Dr Abdihamid Ibrahim
Incident Management Support Team Lead
World Health Organization, Somalia
Tel: +252618388884
Email: abdihamidi@who.int

Abdullahi Abdihakim Ismail
IMST Planning and Information Team Lead,
Ministry of Health and Human Services
Federal Government of Somalia
Mob: +252615509990
Email:  monitoring@moh.gov.so

URL: http://www.moh.gov.so/en/;  http://www.emro.who.int/countries/som/index.html

Fouzia Bhatti
Communication Officer
WHO Country Office Mogadishu - Somalia
Tel: +252619235880
Email: banof@who.int

The National Public Health Laboratory in Mogadishu has started functioning and testing for COVID-19 sample this 
week. Two more laboratories, one each in Garowe and Hargeisa, will be operational next week.


