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1. SITUATION	OVERVIEW	
	

At	 4:00	 PM	 PhT,	 Typhoon	 MELOR	
(NONA)	 continues	 to	 accelerate	
westward	 and	 has	 made	 its	 second	
landfall	 over	 the	 shores	 of	 Eastern	
Sorsogon,	 or	over	 the	 town	 of	 Bulusan	
with	 maximum	 sustained	 winds	 of	 195	
kph	near	the	center	and	gustiness	up	to	
230	 kph.1	 It	 is	 now	 moving	 westward	
towards	Burias	Island.2	
	
It	is	forecasted	to	move	West	at	17	kph:	
24	 hour	 (tomorrow	 afternoon),	 in	 the	
vicinity	 of	 Mamburao,	 Occidental	
Mindoro;	 	 48	 hour	 (Wednesday	
afternoon),	 245	 km	 West	 of	 Calapan	
City,	Oriental	Mindoro;	72	hour	(Thursday	afternoon),	360	km	West	of	Coron,	Palawan;	96	hour	(Friday	
afternoon),	 500	 km	 West	 of	 Puerto	 Princesa	 City,	 Palawan	 (Outside	 PAR);	 120	 hour	 (Saturday	
afternoon),	 900	 km	 West	 Southwest	 of	 Puerto	 Princesa	 City,	 Palawan	 (Outside	 PAR).3	
	
Public	 Storm	Warning	 Signal	 (PSWS)	 #3	 is	 raised	 over	 Sorsogon,	Masbate	 including	 Ticao	 and	 Burias	
Islands,	 Albay,	 Camarines	 Sur,	 Camarines	 Norte,	Catanduanes,	 Southern	 Quezon,	 Marinduque	 and	
Romblon.	PSWS	#2	is	raised	over	Batangas,	Rizal,	Laguna,	Cavite,	rest	of	Quezon	including	Polillo	Island,	
Oriental	Mindoro	and	Occidental	Mindoro	including	Lubang	Island.	While	PSWS	#1	is	raised	over	Metro	
Manila,	Bulacan,	Bataan,	Pampanga,	Southern	Zambales,	Southern	Aurora	and	Coron.4	

																																																													
1	Weather	Philippines	Announcement:	4:00	PM	PhT	Monday,	December	14,	2015.		
2	Philippine	Atmospheric	Geophysical	and	Astronomical	Services	Administration	Severe	Weather	Bulletin	#10	
14	December	2015,	5:00	PM	Manila	Time.	
3	Ibid.	
4	Ibid.		
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Typhoon	MELOR	(local	name	NONA)	has	made	 its	 first	 landfall	at	10:50	AM	today	over	 the	Shores	of	
Laoang,	Northern	Samar,	with	maximum	sustained	winds	of	195	kph	near	the	center	and	gustiness	up	
to	230	kph.5		
	

• Key	data	on	affected	populations	
	

	Based	on	National	Disaster	Risk	Reduction	and	Coordinating	Council	(NDRRMC)	data6:	
- A	total	of	161,014	families	have	been	pre-emptively	evacuated	in	the	Provinces	of	Albay,	Sorsogon,	

and	Northern	Samar	
- Classes	 in	 eight	 provinces,	 three	municipalities,	 and	 three	 cities	 in	 Regions	 IV-A,	 V,	 and	VIII	were	

suspended	today	
- Forty	domestic	flights	were	cancelled	and	about	8,000	passengers	were	stranded	in	seaports	
- The	Department	of	Social	Welfare	and	Development	 (DSWD)	has	prepositioned	funds,	 food	packs	

and	non-food	items	in	six	regions		
- LGUs	have	been	advised	to	activate	their	pre-disaster	monitoring	teams	
- The	Department	of	Health	(DOH)	is	on	Code	White	Alert	and	has	prepositioned	logistics	in	regional	

offices.	
	

Updates	from	several	dioceses	give	details	on	the	situation:	
- The	Diocese	of	Catarman	participated	in	the	PDRRMC	meeting	on	Sunday,	December	13,	and	has	

issued	 an	 advisory	 to	 all	 Parish	 Social	 Action	 Centers	 (PSAC)	 and	 parish/Mission	 Centers	 and	
Chaplaincy	to	have	close	coordination	with	the	MDRRMC.	This	is	for	the	dissemination	of	weather	
forecast	and	early	warning,	 identification	of	evacuation	centers	 in	the	parishes,	and	availability	of	
pre-positioned	goods	either	from	DSWD,	PSAC,	or	MDRRMC.	

- Diocesan	EPRT	Team	and	Diocesan	Pastoral	Secretariat	staff	were	 instructed	to	prepare	 for	 relief	
operation	and	 rapid	 assessment.	 PSAC/Basic	 Ecclesial	 Communities	 (BEC)	Chairpersons	were	also	
instructed	 during	 the	 meeting	 last	 Dec	 12,	 2015,	 to	 be	 vigilant	 and	 coordinate	 their	 respective	
parish	priest	for	the	information	and	dissemination	about	the	Typhoon	Nona.	

- The	 coastal	 towns	 of	 Lapinig,	 Mapanas,	 Gamay,	 Palapag,	 Laoang,	 Biri	 and	 other	 costal	
municipalities	are	the	priority	parishes	to	be	prepared.	

- The	 DSAC	 submitted	 a	 situation	 report	 to	 NASSA/Caritas	 Philippines	 and	 Catholic	 Relief	 Services	
(CRS)	for	possible	assistance	to	have	prepositioned	goods	available	in	the	office.	

- Should	a	preventive	power	 shutdown	 in	Samar	and	Leyte	 take	effect	 today,	 a	 standby	generator	
with	diesel	is	available	in	Diocesan	Catholic	Center	where	the	DSAC	operation	Center	is	located.	

- Dioceses	of	Palo,	Calbayog,	and	Borongan	maintain	a	skeletal	staff	at	the	Relief	and	Rehabilitation	
Units	(RRUs)	for	typhoon	monitoring	and	for	possible	deployment	and	response.	

- In	 the	Diocese	 of	 Legazpi,	 around	 54,569	 families	 or	 227,897	 individuals	 are	 now	 in	 evacuation	
centers,	while	in	the	Diocese	of	Sorsogon,	there	was	already	a	report	of	power	outage.	
	

• 	Security/political	situation	
	

So	far,	the	security	and	political	situations	in	the	affected	areas	are	generally	normal.		
	

2. CARITAS	RESPONSE	
	
NASSA/Caritas	Philippines	 is	 currently	 coordinating	with	 the	dioceses	along	 the	Typhoon	Merlo	 track	
for	situation	updates.	
	

																																																													
5	Weather	Philippines	Announcement:	10:50	AM	PhT	Monday,	December	14,	2015.	
6	National	Disaster	Risk	Reduction	and	Management	Council	SitRep	#	3	14	December	2015,	8:00	am.	
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CRS	is	monitoring	the	storm	and	will	deploy	a	staff	to	Northern	Samar	tomorrow	(December	15).	CRS	is	
also	coordinating	with	NASSA/Caritas	Philippines.		
	

3. COORDINATION		
	
Regular	updates	 about	 the	 typhoon	are	being	provided	 through	SMS,	 electronic	mails	 and	 the	 social	
media	sites	of	NASSA/Caritas	Philippines.	As	with	previous	emergencies,	the	national	Caritas	has	been	
in	close	coordination	with	church-run	Radio	Veritas	for	updates	and	information-sharing.	
	

4. MEDIA	AND	COMMUNICATIONS	
	
Regular	updates	 about	 the	 typhoon	are	being	provided	 through	SMS,	 electronic	mails	 and	 the	 social	
media	sites	of	NASSA/Caritas	Philippines.	

	
5. PLEDGES	AND	CONTRIBUTIONS	
	

As	of	 the	moment,	all	dioceses	are	accessing	 funds	 (if	needed)	 through	their	 local	Alay	Kapwa	funds,	
while	NASSA/Caritas	Philippines	maintains	its	readiness	to	respond	to	possible	requests	for	assistance.	
	

6. KEY	CONTACTS	
	
Fr.	Edwin	Gariguez	
NASSA/Caritas	Philippines’	Executive	Secretary	
(0922)	834-8248	
edugariguez@gmail.com	
	
Jaime	de	Dios	
NASSA/Caritas	Philippines’	Humanitarian	Unit	Head	
(63)	922	8740	083						
	jimmy.caritasphils@gmail.com		
	
Jeanie	Curiano	
NASSA/Caritas	Philippines’	Humanitarian	Unit	MEAL	Manager	
(0906)	306-0952	
jeanie.curiano@gmail.com	
	
Jing	Rey	Henderson		
NASSA/Caritas	Philippines’	Communications	Manager	
(0905)	546-9977	
jhenderson.caritasphilippines@gmail.com	
	
Mayee	Abear-Marzan		
NASSA/Caritas	Philippines’	Humanitarian	Unit	Donor	Liaison	Officer	
(+63908)	217-7358	
mayee.abear@gmail.com		
	

	 	 	


