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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners covering the period 3 September – 
6 September 2011. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• Sporadic fighting between the Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People’s Liberation 

Movement-North (SPLM-N) continues to be reported in Blue Nile State  
• At least 50,000 people have fled their homes as a result of the fighting in Blue Nile State. Meanwhile, 

the Government is assisting some people to return to Ed Damazine town. 
• UN agencies and international humanitarian organizations have not been granted permission to 

travel to Sennar State and secure parts of Blue Nile State to assess the situation and assist in 
providing emergency relief. 

 

 
II. Situation Overview 

 
Blue Nile State 
 
Since fighting between the Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) and Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North 
(SPLM-N) forces broke out on 1 September, fighting, including aerial bombardments, has been reported in 
Dindero, Ulu, Kurmuk, Geissan, Menza, Yabus and Um Darafa, as well as in various places in Ed Damazine 
locality during the reporting period. Due to the security situation and movement restrictions, UN agencies and 
their international partners have not been able to assess the full impact of the fighting on the civilian 
population. They have also not been able to independently verify how many people have been forced to flee 
their homes as a result of the fighting.   
 
The situation in Ed Damazine town is reported to be very tense. On 3-4 September, a large movement of 
military equipment and troops was observed from Ed Damazine on the road leading south towards Dindero 
and Kurmuk. The UNMIS liquidation team in Ed Damazine reported sporadic gunfire and shelling from areas 
close to the UNMIS compound (located 14 km out of town along the road going south) throughout the 
reporting period. By 6 September there were still very few people moving around on the streets in Ed 
Damazine town.  
 
The area around Kurmuk is also reported to be tense. National staff from humanitarian organizations who 
are still present in the area report that some of the civilians who fled the town have been returning, but it has 
not been possible to establish if these people are returning to stay in the town or if they are coming back 
solely to pick up some of their belongings, or to stay during the day to protect their property from looting. 
 
Humanitarian assets and staff 
 
Ever since the fighting began, local authorities have denied permission for staff from UN agencies and 
INGOs trying to relocate from Blue Nile State to Khartoum, to move their vehicles north of Singa, the capital 
of Sennar State. Most of the staff eventually travelled through other means to Khartoum, leaving their 
vehicles in Singa. There are currently at least nine INGO vehicles impounded in Singa. Some UN/INGO 
vehicles have also been prevented from leaving Ed Damazine, forcing people who want to leave to use 
public transport. When asked why vehicles are not being allowed to leave the area, local authorities have 
explained that there is no need for panic; that everything is under control and that it is safe for people to 
return to Ed Damazine town.  
 
Following the relocation on 2 September of international staff from Kurmuk to Ethiopia on 4 September, UN 
agencies authorized remaining staff in Damazine who wanted to leave to do so, preferably using public 
transport, because of the restrictions on movement of UN/INGO vehicles. 
 
According to UNDSS, prior to the outbreak of the conflict there were a total of 5 UN international 
humanitarian staff in Blue Nile State (4 in Ed Damazine and one in Kurmuk), and 94 UN national 
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humanitarian staff (55 in Ed Damazine and 39 in Kurmuk). As of 6 September, all international humanitarian 
staff has left, while 19 UN national humanitarian staff remains (16 in Ed Damazine and 3 in Kurmuk).  
 
In the case of the SPLM-N areas, UN agency staff that relocated from Kurmuk to Ethiopia on 2 September 
was prevented by local SPLM-N officials from taking their vehicles with them. The cars had to be parked at 
the border and keys handed over to local authorities. WFP has confirmed that three of its vehicles in Kurmuk 
have been taken.  
 
On 3 September, there was an incident in which SAF soldiers entered the UNICEF compound in Ed 
Damazine and seized some communications, safety, and security equipment, and one INGO had its office 
broken into and looted in Ed Damazine town. However, following strong protests and high level advocacy by 
the UN with national authorities for all humanitarian staff and their offices and warehouses to be protected, 
the authorities deployed extra security around these premises and according to reports there has not been 
any further looting or destruction of UN/INGO stocks or premises in Ed Damazine town.  
 
Population movement  
 
At least 50,000 civilians (and possibly many more) have fled their homes in various parts of Blue Nile State 
as a result of the fighting (see map). The Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) estimates that some 30 – 
40,000 people fled from Ed Damazine into the northern part of Blue Nile State (the main location being 
Sereiwa, which has reportedly received some 5,000 people) or into Sennar State (the main location being 
the state capital Singa, which has reportedly received some 9,000 people). Due to access restrictions, the 
UN has not been able to independently verify these figures.  
 
Other displacement reported by SRCS includes about one thousand people displaced from Ulu and some 
3,000 people moving from the northern part of Geissan locality into Ed Damazine town. 
 
UNHCR reports that some 20,000 people crossed into Ethiopia from Kurmuk, Geissan and Menza. 
 
According to the SRCS, on 5 September, the Government of Sudan started to organize the return of people 
currently displaced in Singa, the capital of Sennar State. Meanwhile, there are reports of people still trying to 
leave Ed Damazine due to the continued volatile security situation. 
 
South Kordofan State 
 
During the reporting period, fighting continued to be reported in the south and south-eastern parts of the 
state. In Kadugli, the situation is reported to be calm. However, there are continued reports of looting of 
humanitarian offices and premises.  
 
There are currently two UN international staff in Kadugli (one from UNICEF and one from UNHCR), and 48 
national staff. 
 
Population Movement 
 
On September 6, the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) informed the UN agencies present in Kadugli of 
the displacement of some 5 – 8,000 people in Talodi and Rashad localities. The UN has not been able to 
independently verify these reports due to access restrictions.  
 
During a meeting in Khartoum with the HAC Commissioner for South Kordofan, the Commissioner reported 
that some 2,000 people have arrived in Kadugli from SPLM-N controlled areas since the conflict began. 
 

III. Humanitarian Response 
 
Blue Nile State 
 
UN agencies and international humanitarian partners have offered their services and have requested 
permission from the Government to travel to Sennar and to secure parts of northern Blue Nile State to 
assess the situation and assist in addressing humanitarian needs, but they have so far been denied access 
to do so.  
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On 5 September, the Government of Sudan announced that the humanitarian response in Blue Nile State 
will be coordinated by state authorities as is being done in South Kordofan, and that any humanitarian 
assistance will be provided through national partners, such as the SRCS.  
 
SRCS reports that it has assisted some 750 households in and around Ed Damazine with non-food items 
and shelter material. SRCS volunteers have also been providing assistance with access to safe water, waste 
management and mobile clinics to people along the road from Ed Damazine to Singa, and in the various 
locations where people have settled in the Singa area. About 500 households in Singa have also received 
some non-food items. 
 
WFP reports that the Zakat Chamber in Sennar State is providing food assistance to some 16,000 people 
seeking shelter in six different locations in and around Singa. The Zakat chamber has voiced their concern 
about their ability to sustain ongoing food distribution for a longer period.  
 
Due to government-imposed restrictions on prepositioning of food stocks in Blue Nile State from July on, only 
a limited quantity of WFP prepositioned food is available in three locations in Blue Nile State: Chali, Kurmuk 
and Damazine. In total 140 MT, sufficient to feed 20,000 people for approximately two weeks. WFP reports 
that it was contacted by SRCS to provide food assistance to displaced people in Sennar and Blue Nile 
States. WFP has made clear that it is ready to assist and is seeking Governments approval to undertake 
assessment and verification exercises in order to respond.  
 
UNICEF has dispatched additional supplies to the Ministry of Health in Blue Nile for operations north of Ed 
Damazine town. Additional drugs had been prepositioned in health facilities in Bau and Kurmuk localities, 
which were areas that were expected to be cut off in case of conflict.  
 
South Kordofan State 
 
Local authorities report that they are in the process of organising assessment missions to Talodi and Rashad 
to identify and address the needs of people recently displaced. 
 
On 6 September, for only the second time since early June, UNICEF was able to move a limited quantity of 
emergency health supplies, vaccines and nutrition supplements to conflict affected areas outside Kadugli – 
this time to Julud in Dilling locality. Previously, supplies had been transported to Kauda in Heiban locality. 
The supplies will ensure continuity of vaccination activities and restore services for malnourished children in 
the area. The supplies were moved with the assistance of UNMIS (in the process of carrying out its 
liquidation work) and will benefit a total of 27,000 children. 
 
 

IV. Contact 
 
New York Geneva 
Rosa Malango: Section Chief a.i. Africa II Section 
Coordination Response Division 
Tel: +1 212 963 2380 E-mail: malango@un.org 

Elisabeth Byrs: Spokesperson and Public 
Information Officer 
Communications and Information Services 
Tel: +41 22 917 2653 Email: byrs@un.org 
 

Aida Mengistu: Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Coordination Response Division 
Tel: +1 212 963 5145 Email: mengistua@un.org  

Stephanie Bunker: Spokesperson and Public 
Information Officer 
Communications and Information Services 
Tel: +1 917 367 5126 E-mail: bunker@un.org  
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