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Summary 

• Clashes have been ongoing in Sebha city between members of the Tebu and Awlad Suleiman 

communities since early February 2018. Efforts to mediate between the two tribes have so far 

proven ineffective. 

• As a result of the clashes in mainly south-eastern neighbourhoods of Sebha city, there have been 

multiple civilian casualties (59 injuries and 13 deaths), including reportedly at least five children 

injured and one child killed.  

• The escalation of violence resulted in the reported displacement of up to 870 households to within 

neighbourhoods in Sebha, as well as to Ubari and Murzuq. The households who have been displaced 

to Al minshiyah (a neighbourhood within Sebha city), are using schools as shelter.  

• The main needs of the displaced population are water, non-food items (NFIs), food, hygiene items, 

clothing and essential medicines and medical supplies. Tents have been highlighted as the most 

prevalent needs for those displaced in Al minshiyah. 
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Situation Overview  

Recurrent escalations of violence between members of the Tebu and Awlad Sulieman communities erupted 

early February 2018 in Sebha city and continue to date. Violence is most likely fueled further by criminal 

motives, such as trafficking. Efforts to mediate between the two tribes have proven ineffective and as a 

result divisions have grown.  

 

Heavy clashes in the city resumed on 1 March. The neighbourhoods that have been mostly affected are 

Tayouri (near Sebha Airport), Al Nasaria, Thanawia, Gardah and Hajara and affect the civilian 

population. Buildings, including homes and schools, have been destroyed as heavy weaponry is being 

used, and as the clashes are taking place in populated residential areas; families who live in or near these 

areas have displaced to Al menshiyah, Sakra, Mahdia neighbourhoods and Ubari and Murzuq.  

 

Also as a result of the heavy clashes, multiple civilian casualties (59 injuries and 13 deaths) have been 

reported. There are also unconfirmed reports of snipers present in Al Nasaria, Thanawia, Gardah and Hajara 

neighbourhoods on top of high buildings.  

Furthermore, the Sebha Medical Centre (SMC – the central hospital of Sebha) was hit four times during 

these clashes. During two of the hits, two women were injured. The hospital has minor damage but continues 

to function. A mosque in the Tayouri neighbourhood was also hit and damaged, but continues to remain 

functioning.  

 

Discussions to resolve the situation are ongoing, including a meeting between the SRSG Ghassan Salame 

and a delegation from the South, including various actors from Sebha, that took place on 12 March in 

Tripoli to explore ways of ending the violence and protecting civilians. 

 

Humanitarian Needs 

It has been reported that due to the heavy fighting at least 59 civilians (including four women and five 

children) have been injured and thirteen civilians (including three females and one child) have been killed 

to date. Furthermore, sources have reported that between 720 – 870 households have been displaced from 

the affected areas with the majority settling in Al menshiyah in Sebha, and mostly in schools. The 

remaining displaced have either moved in with their family and friends in Sakha and Mahdia or to outside 

of Sebha city as far as to Murzuq and Ubari. In addition to this, although numbers have yet to be verified, 

an estimated 950 migrants have been displaced, particularly those who work on farms or other business in 

the areas that have been affected. Several families are also confined to their homes as they do not want to 

move away for fear of not being able to return to their homes. 

 

On 12 March, the Office of Education in Sebha, announced that the beginning of the second semester 

would be postponed for a week and that schools would be closed due to the clashes and also since a 

number of educational institutions are being used as IDP shelters.  

The main needs of the displaced population are water, NFIs (particularly blankets and mattresses), food, 

WASH, clothing and essential medicines and medical supplies. Tents have been highlighted as the most 

prevalent needs for those displaced in Al menshiyah.  There is also a need to provide safe and secure spaces 

for the migrants and refugees living in the city. Furthermore, as access to SMC has become difficult due to 

its proximity to the areas where clashes are taking place, safe passage is needed to allow access to the 

hospital for those who have been caught in the fire and mobile clinics to be located outside the city to deal 

with cases coming from detention centres or elsewhere with a need for urgent medical attention. Also, both 
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SMC and Murzuq hospital are facing shortages in medical supplies with the latter also facing shortages in 

trauma personnel. Murzuq hospital is being used as an alternative by those who cannot reach SMC.  
 

Humanitarian Response 

The humanitarian community is providing assistance to those who have been newly displaced: 

 

• The Ministry of Health (MoH) has sent an emergency mobile team to SMC and WHO has provided 

SMC with one mobile clinic.  

• UNFPA, ICRC and Al Salama NGO and some other NGOs have supported SMC with some 

medical supplies and medication. 

• The MoH has supported in transferring serious cases that cannot reach SMC to Tripoli for 

treatment. 

• The Libyan Red Crescent, who reportedly are one of the few humanitarian actors allowed access to 

all areas, have provided food assistance, hygiene items, NFIs (blankets and mattresses) to IDPs 

taking shelter in schools and have opened a mobile clinic for patients being transferred from the 

central hospital.  

• STACO (Sheikh Tahir Azzawi Charity Organisation) has also supported the displaced families 

with NFIs.  

• OHCHR is closely monitoring the situation. 

 

 

Planned assistance:  

• IOM is planning to distribute NFI and hygiene kits to the displaced families.  

• UNICEF is currently collecting further data on the humanitarian situation  

 

 

 

 

The UN humanitarian community is deeply concerned for the safety and protection of civilians in Sebha. 

The UN humanitarian community calls for an immediate cessation of all hostilities and on all parties to the 

conflict to strictly adhere to their obligations under international humanitarian law and human rights law, 

in particular to protect civilians and civilian infrastructure (such as medical facilities) from the effects of 

violence. The indiscriminate attacks and use of heavy weaponry in populated areas, with or without prior 

warning, is in contravention of international humanitarian law.  

 

Furthermore, IDPs are often more vulnerable than other people because they may have lost (access to) their 

homes, livelihoods, documentation and often face difficulties in accessing basic services. The authorities 

have the primary responsibility to provide protection and humanitarian assistance to IDPs within their 

jurisdiction. If they are unable to do so, they must allow for safe and unimpeded humanitarian access to all 

in need.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact: UNOCHA Libya,  ochalibya2@un.org 
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