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PRESS RELEASE 
SHORT RAINS SEASON OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 2015 

Summary 
 
The 2015 Short Rains (October – December) are likely to be enhanced in most parts 
of the country with varied levels of impacts in the socio-economic sectors. In some 
parts of the rains are expected to continue into early 2016. The distribution is also 
expected to be good both in time and space. While the heavy rains may cause 
disruptions, some sectors may reap maximum benefits from the expected good rains 
depending on their levels of preparedness.  
 
El Niño conditions are currently present in the eastern and central equatorial Pacific 
Ocean (the Niño areas). Rainfall performance of the “Short Rains” (October-
November-December (OND)) 2015 season will be driven by the evolving El Niño 
conditions coupled with the warming of the Sea Surface Temperatures (SSTs) in the 
western Equatorial Indian Ocean adjacent to the East African coastline. Much of the 
country is therefore likely to experience highly enhanced rainfall that is likely to 
cause serious flooding over various flood prone parts of the country. However, there 
are a few regions that are likely to experience just normal rainfall with a tendency to 
above normal.  
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 
The “Short Rains” October to December (OND) season constitutes an important rainfall 
season over Kenya. It is expected that most parts of the country will receive enhanced 
rainfalls during the next rainfall season of October to December 2015. The rains may 
extend into January 2016 in some parts of the country. 
 
It is likely that extreme events related heavy rainfall like floods, land and mudslides might 
occur in areas with increased likelihood of enhanced rainfall. 
 

2. SEASONAL OUTLOOK 
 
The detailed and specific outlook for October-November-December (OND) 2015 is as 
follows: 
The areas likely to receive above-normal rainfall (highly enhanced rainfall) include: the 
Western Counties (Busia, Vihiga, Kakamega, Bungoma, etc.); Nyanza Counties (Kisumu, 
Siaya, Homa Bay, Nyamira, Migori, Kisii, etc.); Counties in southern, central and north 
Rift Valley; (Kericho, Nandi, Bomet, Baringo, Uasin Gishu, Trans Nzoia, Nakuru, Narok, 



Laikipia, Kajiando, Samburu, Elgeyo Marakwet etc.); North Eastern Counties (Mandera, 
Wajir, Garissa,Isiolo etc.); Counties in former Coast Province (Mombasa, Kilifi, Kwale, 
Lamu, Tana River, Taita Taveta), Counties  in Central Kenya (Kiambu, Kirinyaga, Nyeri, 
Murang’a, Nyandarua), Nairobi County, Eastern Kenya Counties (Machakos, Kitui, 
Makueni, Meru, Embu, Tharaka, Isiolo, Marsabit). These areas are shown in dark green 
colour in Figure 1 
  
The areas likely to receive near-normal rainfall with a tendency to above-normal 
(enhanced rainfall) include; (Turkana and northern parts of West Pokot). These areas are 
shown in light green colour in Figure 3 
 

3. ONSET AND CESSATION DATES 
 
• Nyanza and Western Counties (Kisumu, Siaya, Homa Bay, Nyamira, Migori, Kisii,   
Busia, Vihiga, Kakamega, Bungoma etc): In these counties, the onset will not be markedly 
clear as the occasional rains in September are expected to continue into the first week of 
October. The rains are likely to continue into January 2016; 
• Northern Rift Valley Counties: The onset in the Northwestern parts of the country 
(Turkana, West Pokot counties etc.) is expected during the second to third week of October 
while cessation is expected in the third to fourth week of the December; 
• Central, Northern and Northeastern Counties: Central Highlands (Meru, Embu, 
Nyeri, Murang’a, Nanyuki etc); Nairobi area (Dagoretti, Kabete, Eastleigh etc); and 
Northeastern Kenya (Moyale, Mandera, Wajir, Garissa, Marsabit) are expected to 
experience their onsets in the first to second week of October. The rains are likely to extend 
into January 2016 over the central districts while ceasing during the third to fourth week of 
December over the Northeastern districts; 
• Central Rift Valley: The Central Rift Valley areas (Nakuru, Narok, Nyahururu etc) are 
likely to experience the onset during the first to second week of October. The rains are 
likely to extend into January 2016, especially in the Narok and Kajiado areas; 
• Southern and some of the former Coast Province Counties: The southeastern 
lowlands (Voi, Taveta, Makindu, Tana River) are likely to realize the onset during the 
second to third week of October. The cessation is expected during the last week of 
December. Some areas may, however, continue receiving rainfall well into January 2016;  
• The Coastal Strip: Onset over the Coastal strip (Lamu, Malindi, Mombasa, Kilifi, 
Mtwapa Msambweni, Lungalunga, etc) is expected during the first to second week of 
October and cessation during the fourth week of December. (The expected onset and 
Cessation dates are shown in Figures 2a and 2b respectively). 
 
 

4. POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF THE OND 2015 RAINS 
 
In view of the above forecast, many sectors are likely to be impacted either positively or 
negatively. With adequate preparations the country can avoid of the negative impacts while 
taking full advantage of the positive impacts. It is in this respect that KMD wishes to 
highlight below some of the impacts of these expected seasonal rains on the various 
sectors for mitigation measures to be instituted. 
 
Agriculture, Livestock Development and Food Security Sectors 
 

• The above-normal rainfall expected over most agricultural areas of the country and its 
likelihood of having good distribution should be a good motivation for farmers double 
their efforts to reap maximum benefit from these good conditions. However, farmers 
need to be aware of prevalence of diseases due to high moisture levels that may 



cause of post-harvest losses. The onset of the rains may also interfere with the 
harvesting in the counties of the Rift Valley especially Trans Nzoia and Uasin Gishu. 
It is advisable for farmers to work very closely with Agriculture officers for relevant 
advisories in their areas to avoid losses.  

 
• Foliage and pasture in the pastoral areas of Northern and Northeastern Kenya are 

expected to regenerate well as a result of the expected good rains. Pastoralists 
should, therefore, seek advice from the livestock officers optimize on the season and 
avert any loss of their animals due to possible outbreak of Rift Valley Fever (RFV). 
There is need for targeted vaccination of livestock in the high risk RVF areas as per 
the advice of livestock officers. Increased surveillance of RVF (vector and disease) 
especially in northeastern and eastern Kenya 

 
• Food security during the season is expected to improve significantly in the eastern 

and northern parts of Kenya during and after the October-December rainfall season.  
 

Environment, Water and Natural Resources Sectors 
 

• This is a good season to do re-afforestation and plant trees in areas where forests 
and environment has been degraded. There are better chances of these trees 
establishing during this coming season. The water sources will get a boost from 
these good rains but quality will be affected due increased chances of siltation from 
soil erosion. Communities are advised to construct new open water pans/dams and 
de-silt existing ones in good time to maximize on the water runoff. 
 

• Municipalities are encouraged to urgently construct storm drainage systems and open up 
clogged ones to avoid urban flooding in cities and towns from surface runoff triggered by 
heavy rainfall storms. 

 
•  The ministries in charge of these sector are advice to lay down strategies of 

mitigating any negative impacts that will be associated with these heavy rains. 
 
 
Disaster Management Sector 
 

• The implication of above-normal rains during the season is floods and flash floods 
(urban floods), enhanced water levels in the rivers like Athi, Tana, Nyando, Ewaso 
Nyiro, Nzoia and other flood prone areas.  

 
• Problems related to water borne diseases are likely to occur due the expected heavy 

rains. Consequently, close monitoring of the situation and contingency measures are 
necessary in order to adequately cope with the situation. 

 
• During this season, huge thunder clouds will develop and more frequently in the 

western Kenya where near-average to above-average rainfall is expected. These 
clouds generate lightning strikes and will be experienced in counties like Kisii, 
Nyamira, Kisumu, Kakamega, Bungoma and even counties not associated with 
these incidents. Sheltering under trees and walking in open areas during 
thunderstorms is dangerous. Further, when sheltering in a house or building, people 
are advised to avoid being close to windows or doors. 

 
 
 



 
Health Sector 
 

• Waterborne diseases and vectors are expected to increase leading to possible 
upsurge of diseases like malaria, dengue fever, schistosomiasis, typhoid, cholera 
Rift Valley Fever (RFV), and lymphatic filariasis. The Ministry of Health should, 
therefore, be on the lookout for such cases and pre-position relevant medical 
supplies in health facilities to be able to deal with such situations as they are 
expected to increase. Increased awareness to health workers and communities at 
large. 

 
Transport and Public Safety Sector 
 

• The expected enhanced rainfall is likely to lead to muddy and slippery conditions on 
the roads in most parts of the country. This may result in vehicles getting stuck and 
stalling in the muddy sections. Accidents may also occur as vehicles veer suddenly 
due to slippery conditions. Motorists are, therefore, advised to drive carefully in order 
to avoid such accidents that may emanate from the poor road conditions. In areas 
expected to have above-normal rainfall (highly enhanced rainfall), swelling of 
streams may cause water to overflow over bridges that were constructed with limited 
use of data on return periods of intense rainfall events.  
 

• Aircrafts flying to the Western part of the country (Kisumu, Eldoret, etc) are advised 
to be aware of the high convective activities and turbulence over the Kericho-Nandi 
Hills area and avoid flying directly into Cumulo Nimbus (raining) clouds. 
 

• Flash floods may still occur in some parts of Central, eastern, southern and Western 
Counties especially during the rainfall peak months of November and December. 
This may lead to transport problems especially during rush hours and more so in 
areas where the roads become impassable when it rains. Flooded roads may also 
pose danger to motorists and pedestrians. All should, therefore, take utmost care 
during the rainy period. 

 
Energy Sector 
 

• The major river catchment areas for the country’s hydroelectric power generating 
dams are forecast to receive near to above average rainfall. This means that surface 
water run-offs may register average to above average inflows into rivers Sondu 
Miriu, Tana and Athi.  This may lead to increased water levels in dams, and 
increased capacity for hydroelectric power generation in the hydropower dams. 

•  Increased cloudiness during the days in rainy season tend to reduce the number of 
sun shines hours significantly, especially in central Kenya, leading to reduced solar 
radiation reaching solar panels. This reduces the chances of panels to fully charge 
batteries and therefore fewer power hours. Alternative sources of power need to be 
put in place. 

 
N.B:  This forecast should be used in conjunction with the five-day, weekly and monthly 
forecasts including updates issued by this Department.  
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Figure	  1:	  Rainfall	  Outlook	  for	  October-‐December	  2015	  “Short-‐Rains”	  
Season	  showing	  enhanced	  rainfall	  over	  most	  parts	  of	  the	  country	  

	  

	  Figure	  2b:	  Expected	  Cessation	  Dates	  for	  
OND2015	  “Short-‐Rains”	  Seasonal	  Rainfall	  

Figure	  2a:	  Expected	  Onset	  Dates	  for	  OND2015.	  	  


