
“In the last three months, we are patrolling in respective blocks to save our shelters as �re incidents 
are happening. We agreed not to return [to Myanmar] until we get justice... We made a decision 
by holding a mass meeting with elderly persons, murrobi [respected persons], moloi [religious 

leader] and everyone will stay this way until we get repatriated.” (Camp 15, Male KII, ZU04) 

People are reportedly widely consuming news about Myanmar’s coup through formal Burmese 
channels, less formal Rohingya news outlets, and through reporting from relatives within Myanmar. 
The largest commonly shared point was that neither Aung San Suu Kyi’s (ASSK) National League for 
Democracy (NLD) party nor the Myanmar military are trusted by Rohingya people. As people 
recalled, “While the military started the system of discrimination – both NLD and the military are 
the same. Many Rohingya supported Aung San Suu Kyi when she was in house arrest, but she then 
did nothing for us when she came to power. Both are against ethnic groups.” Some people in the 
camps commented that neither side is likely to help the Rohingya and that “Rohingya have to do 
something if they are to get something,” suggesting that participation in political reform is something 
greatly desired by many Rohingya.

Most Rohingya are eager and urgently awaiting repatriation – largely because of the limited livelihood 
and education opportunities that are available for them in Bangladesh. The Coup has renewed calls 
for a full UN peace keeping operation in Rakhine. Rohingya in the camps urgently desire the UN’s 
engagement and support in re-establishing democracy in Myanmar. Many Rohingya desire greater 
representation in new political forums being started in Myanmar. In particular, there is increasing 
interest among Rohingya youth in terms of how they might become involved in the developing 
events in Myanmar. 

However, while there is optimism surrounding the developments and counter-protests in Myanmar, 
Rohingya are also noting that actual, pragmatic solutions to the process will be di�cult to achieve. 
One person noted that “even if citizenship was given as a part of full repatriation, many people have 
lost their land and will have no livelihoods upon return.” The loss or reallocation of Rohingya land to 
other groups in Rakhine since their displacement has been increasingly discussed by Rohingya in the 
camps as a growing problem since it means many families would be returning somewhere else to live 
on someone else’s land. Land and livelihood are key reasons for Rohingya to return and without 
these the prospects and interest in returning under either government is greatly diminished. 

Overall, the sentiment in the camps surrounding these developments is one of “hopeful desperation,” 
the majority of people are looking for a better and more stable future than the temporary 
conditions they are subject to and are either hopeful that the change might be positive, or anxious 
that it might hamper current plans to repatriate. Many people think that the Myanmar military will 
either succeed in quelling the protests and rule for “another 20 years” or fail and be completely 
destroyed. The hope that these events might give way to a new and more democratic Myanmar with 
Rohingya as full citizens seems to be felt alongside the worry and understanding that these views are 
desperately hopeful as the situation in Myanmar continues to deteriorate. 

An increase in tensions with the host community was also raised as a common topic of 
discussion and source of concern by the majority of those consulted in conjunction with these 
beliefs. Those that expressed this concern explain that people in their community are feeling 
increasingly unwelcome and have noticed a change in their relationship with the host community. 

“In the last three months, a massive �re has occurred, and Burma is in a civil dispute. We faced a 
dispute here - a massive �re. Sometimes random squabbles occur between the Rohingya and the 
host community because of misunderstandings. People from the host community said, ‘you can’t do 
this here. You are not going to Bashanchar because you have a good life here.’ They have started 
to cut o� our access to things and we are not allowed to move. We are seeing this in the past three 

months.” (Camp 1W, Female KII, NL02)

“These discussions are important because we are staying in their country. They want to drive us out, 
and they do not wish for us to stay here. The place we are staying now was a jungle before, but 
after our arrival, they have become wealthy. This place has become bene�cial for them. Their shops, 
roads and homes have developed. After they have developed their things, they are trying to drive 
us out now. There were no arguments before, but for the last two-three months, they are trying to 

drive us out.” (Camp 15, Female KII, RK01)

According to those consulted, the increase in �re incidents and crimes committed across the camps 
such as stealing, in conjunction with rising tensions with the host community has led to feelings that 
humanitarians and the government are not doing enough to provide safety to Rohingya in the camps. 
As a result, many community members feel the need to create informal protection mechanisms to 
keep them safe from the increased security and �re risks. 

"As the father can forbid his children, the government of Bangladesh can forbid its public from 
�ghting with us. They even can protect us from the �re attacks which have been going on in 
di�erent parts of the camps. I would be thankful if the government starts protecting us from �re 
attacks and �ghts between us and the landlords. Currently, it is the biggest problem for us.” (Camp 

12,Male KII,HU01) 

When discussing these feelings of insecurity, many compared the increase in �re incidents and 
tension with the host community to their experiences in Myanmar before they escaped the 
genocide. 

“We would like to go back to Myanmar right now. Can they repatriate us there? After repatriation, 
can they ensure peace? We are sad in both Myanmar and Bangladesh. We faced di�culties when 
they burned our houses in Myanmar. Now, we are profoundly sad because our shelters have burned 

here too.” (Camp 20, Female KII, DK03) 

These feelings of being no longer welcome, safe or wanted are reinforced by access restrictions 
caused by the fence construction and restrictions on inter-camp relocations. People are unsure 
behind the motives of these measures, why they are happening and what it means for their future in 
Bangladesh. 

“We are doing what the government tells us. They fenced us in every side. People could not escape 
because of barbed fence... Myanmar fenced us in and we are also fenced here. We also could not 
understand whether we have done misconduct to Allah or the global community. Now we pray as 
a whole block. We are hoping Allah will �x our issue. We keep faith in Allah. What can we do? We 
are not the government. We are just regular people. We are an ethnicity which was expelled by the 
Myanmar government by claiming us as Bengali. We are just nothing. Now, we think that people 
are trying to drive us out through �re and other means…People don’t even know how the �re 
started, why did barbed fence setup, what harm did we commit and why are we in this jail? This is 

our main point." (Camp 8E, Male FGDs, NO05) 

The vast majority of consultations continue to express their desire to return to Myanmar as soon as 
possible. However, the majority then explain that the regular discussions regarding repatriation are 
commonly met with feelings of despair and hopelessness for the future in their community due to 
the military coup in Myanmar. 

The recent February 2021 Military-led coup is being widely discussed in the camps – camp 
contacts reported that, at the time, it was “the only gossip there is” to the extent that people have 
reportedly missed distributions and discussed the issue in mosques from the conclusion of one call 
to prayer to the beginning of the next.

“People worry about military dictatorship because the Myanmar ethnic nationals are not safe there, 
so our repatriation is now very far away." (Camp 1E, Male FGDs, AH04)

"In the last three months, we, community people, from Balukhali camp are talking and thinking 
about going back to our native land and relocating to Basanchar from the camp. And the con�ict 
is going on in Myanmar that's why we think our repatriation has been cancelled. We are feeling 
depressed thinking about this. We don’t know what solution will release us from this.” (Camp 9, 

Male KII, AH05)

Large Fire in Camps 9, 8E, 8W, an increase in 
�re incidents, and fears of �re across all camps
The most frequently discussed topics and concerns that were raised in all consultations regardless of 
demographic group were feelings of insecurity and lack of safety related to �re incidents and a 
deterioration in wider security across the camps. 

“In this month, no one can sleep well including the men because of fear and we can't even eat 
because of fear. If we go there, we hear about �re incidents. If we go to another place, we hear 
about robbery and if we go somewhere else, we hear about sexual abuse. We are worried, how can 

we spend our life in this way!" (Camp 1W, Adult Male FGD, AH02) 

The �re that swept through Camps 8E, 8W and 9 on the 22nd of March directly impacted 
an estimated 48,300 people, left 10,100 household without shelter, and resulted in 11 deaths and 
hundreds injured.1,2 This event has left everyone in the surrounding camps living in fear. All 
consultations, both with those that have been directly impacted by this large �re and those living in 
the una�ected camps, discussed that this sense of fear is due to the increase in �re incidents across 
the camps. Following the large-scale �re on 22nd of March, many smaller �re incidents have been 
recorded across the camps, including those in Teknaf. People have reported being unable to sleep 
due to the increase in incidents – partially out of fear and anxiety, and partially because of 
self-initiated �re prevention measures. The majority of consultations across all camps explained that 
their community in their sub-block have formed informal night watch groups or that they themselves 
have been staying up at night to safeguard their families to watch for �res. Communities have also 
begun cleaning sub-blocks of dry leaves and fodder from drainages and roofs of shelters, removing 
tarpaulin overhangs at night, and wetting roofs of shelters at night. Individual households are also 
reporting that they are creating ‘go bags’ and some are even burying their possessions to protect 
them in the event of a �re. In one block where households have had three �re incidents since the 
Balukhali �re, residents have sold some of their possessions and food rations because they believe 
their shelters will burn and they won’t be able to save their assets. As Ramadan requires lengthy night 
prayers, many people are also worried about how they will conduct regular devotions while 
watching for �res and protecting their community. The fear of �res being lit near their shelters is also 
impacting people’s access to services and assistance as they are too afraid to leave their shelters 
unprotected. 

“We are severely anxious that another �re will break out by the will of Allah. This thought has been 
going through people’s mind and so, people can't sleep. People have to guard the block…. As our 
husbands are not always in the shelter, we, women of the family, discuss how to keep children safe 
and close. We saw videos on mobile phone of people that were burnt down in this massive �re. 
Sister, many grievances have descended onto us. Oh! Allah, we came here with the hope of some 

peace, but we have fallen into a profound sadness.” (Camp 20, Female KII, DK03)

"Currently, eight people from each block guard the blocks at night. Everyone has to guard the blocks 
in case of another incident. How can we keep our fast-during Ramadan when we have to guard 

the blocks?” (Camp 1E, Female Widow KII, AH03)

“People can’t go to markets or outside the camps. No one goes far because they are afraid their 
shelter will be burnt down. If I left my family at home, they would get killed. Or I might randomly be 
beaten on the road...It's said that �res are set on roofs of shelters. So, I say to children, ‘Bring sand 
and �ll containers with water in case �res will happen during the night…’ women guard our 
respective shelters by sitting in front of doors, and men go around to watch." (Camp 1W, Female 

KII, NO03)

In the last 3 months, the SMSD Sector Daily Incident Report compiled by NPM which records the 
impact of small-scale weather-related incidents, including �re, has recorded a drastic increase in the 
amount of �re incidents in comparison to the same period last year. Between the 1st of January and 
31st of March 2020, 26 small-scale �re incidents were reported in comparison to 64 incidents 
reported between 1st of January and 31st of March 2021.   Fire incidents in the last 3 months have 
occurred across 25 out of the 34 camps. The incident monitoring mechanism has also already 
recorded 12 incidents in the �rst 10 days of April 2021.3,4 

Though a few of the �re incidents have been clearly linked to household accidents with cooking 
equipment, many �res have unknown causes and appear to have started on the outside of shelters 
as reported by communities. The majority of those consulted believe that the recent increase in �re 
incidents are the result of arsonists and have been intentionally lit. The majority of Rohingya are 
uncertain as to who has started the �re, but some believe that the host community is responsible 
because they no longer want the Rohingya on their land and want to drive Rohingya from the camps. 
This belief is preventing some people from leaving their shelter to access services and utilise facilities, 
as they do not want to leave their shelter and/or family members unguarded.

We, females, don't need the mosque because we can pray, worship and recite the Holy Quran at 
home. Our husbands are hesitant to go to another mosque. When I wake my husband from bed 
during the call to prayer of Fajar, he seems worried [about �re risk] and tells me that he would pray 

at home. We are discussing what to do.”(Camp 20, Female KII, DK04) 

ROHINGYAR HOBOR: MYANMAR COUP & BALUKHALI FIRES
Edition 1: January to March 2021

Rohingyar Hobor (Rohingya news) is a quarterly trend report with the objective of sharing recent discussions 
and perceptions of the Rohingya refugees residing in camps in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. Rohingyar Hobor 
combines operational data with dedicated qualitative interviews conducted by Rohingya researchers to 
capture Rohingya thoughts on recent events and how are they impacting people’s wellbeing and behaviour. 
This piece is jointly produced by IOM’s Communication with Communities Unit (CwC) and the Needs and 
Population Monitoring Unit (NPM).  

The most discussed topic in the past three months, raised by all consulted, is the increased feelings of 
fear and insecurity in the camps following the large-scale �re on the 22nd March and the drastic 
increase in the number of �res over the past 3 months. Many discussed the di�erent community �re 
prevention and preparedness measures being implemented across the camps to deal with the increase 
in �res – including the start of voluntary night watch committees, removal of �ammable materials 
around shelters, the creation of household ‘go bags’, and the burial or sale of important items.

According to the Site Management and Site Development (SMSD) Sector's daily incident mechanism, 
the number of �re incidents recorded across the camps has doubled when compared to the same 
period in 2020. As many of the causes of the �res are unknown, the majority of those consulted 
believe that the increase in �re incidents are the result of arsonists. Many theories are circulating about 
who is behind them and their motive. Others, based on discussions within their community, believe 
that they are being lit by the host community to encourage them to leave Cox’s Bazar. Those who 
hold this belief explain that their community have referenced a deterioration in relationships and 
increase in tensions between the Rohingya community and host population over the past three 
months.  In many consultations, there is also a perception that not enough is being done to ensure 
their safety and security in the camps, and that the increase in movement restrictions, relocations and 
the construction of the fence have left communities feeling confused and no longer welcome in 
Bangladesh. Though the majority express a continuing desire for repatriation, the recent military coup 
in Myanmar has left many believing that their chances of repatriation have been gravely impacted 
leaving them with limited options. 

Timeline of major events and the number of �re incidents between January-April 2021: 

The below timeline shows major events that occurred between January to April 14th, 2021 which 
have been noted by Rohingya in the camps. The graph also  shows the number of �re incidents 
recorded by the SMSD Sector’s daily incident monitoring mechanisms ran by NPM.

The red line potted on the graph represents the no. of �re incidents recorded per day, and each incident is recorded in the graph as 
1 regardless of scale of the �re.

Methodology: The majority of the information in this report re�ects the overall indicative �ndings 
of 44 consultations (Females: 16 Key Informant Interviews (KII) & 2 Focus Group Discussions 
(FGDs); Males: 13 KII & 13 FGDs) with participants between 21-70 years of age across KBE 
(speci�cally 1E, 1W, 3,4,8E, 9, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20). Consultations were conducted between 29th 
of March to the 3rd April 2021 by 7 female and 6 male Rohingya researchers with support from 
their Bangladeshi IOM CwC colleagues. One female and six male consultations were completed with 
those a�ected by the large-scale �re incident in Balukhali, 9 consultations with male leaders from 
community committees, and the remaining consultations were conducted with informants from 
di�erent age groups across the camps including specialist groups such as 3 consultations with 
widows. The consultations were recorded and transcribed from Rohingya to English with consent of 
those who participated. 

The analysis also includes other information and �ndings gathered by IOM CwC team in the last 3 
months during regular community consultations. Qualitative data is validated through debrie�ngs 
with Rohingya researchers, and the transcriptions of the interviews are coded into NVivo to 
catalogue the data. In addition to the qualitative data, the report also relies on SMSD Sector’s daily 
incident monitoring mechanisms ran by NPM unit to support relevant qualitative �ndings 
(methodology of mechanism is here). 

The �ndings do not represent the opinions of all Rohingya refugees in Cox’s Bazar. Qualitative data 
was unevenly collected by type and location for logistical reasons.
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“In the last three months, we are patrolling in respective blocks to save our shelters as �re incidents 
are happening. We agreed not to return [to Myanmar] until we get justice... We made a decision 
by holding a mass meeting with elderly persons, murrobi [respected persons], moloi [religious 

leader] and everyone will stay this way until we get repatriated.” (Camp 15, Male KII, ZU04) 

People are reportedly widely consuming news about Myanmar’s coup through formal Burmese 
channels, less formal Rohingya news outlets, and through reporting from relatives within Myanmar. 
The largest commonly shared point was that neither Aung San Suu Kyi’s (ASSK) National League for 
Democracy (NLD) party nor the Myanmar military are trusted by Rohingya people. As people 
recalled, “While the military started the system of discrimination – both NLD and the military are 
the same. Many Rohingya supported Aung San Suu Kyi when she was in house arrest, but she then 
did nothing for us when she came to power. Both are against ethnic groups.” Some people in the 
camps commented that neither side is likely to help the Rohingya and that “Rohingya have to do 
something if they are to get something,” suggesting that participation in political reform is something 
greatly desired by many Rohingya.

Most Rohingya are eager and urgently awaiting repatriation – largely because of the limited livelihood 
and education opportunities that are available for them in Bangladesh. The Coup has renewed calls 
for a full UN peace keeping operation in Rakhine. Rohingya in the camps urgently desire the UN’s 
engagement and support in re-establishing democracy in Myanmar. Many Rohingya desire greater 
representation in new political forums being started in Myanmar. In particular, there is increasing 
interest among Rohingya youth in terms of how they might become involved in the developing 
events in Myanmar. 

However, while there is optimism surrounding the developments and counter-protests in Myanmar, 
Rohingya are also noting that actual, pragmatic solutions to the process will be di�cult to achieve. 
One person noted that “even if citizenship was given as a part of full repatriation, many people have 
lost their land and will have no livelihoods upon return.” The loss or reallocation of Rohingya land to 
other groups in Rakhine since their displacement has been increasingly discussed by Rohingya in the 
camps as a growing problem since it means many families would be returning somewhere else to live 
on someone else’s land. Land and livelihood are key reasons for Rohingya to return and without 
these the prospects and interest in returning under either government is greatly diminished. 

Overall, the sentiment in the camps surrounding these developments is one of “hopeful desperation,” 
the majority of people are looking for a better and more stable future than the temporary 
conditions they are subject to and are either hopeful that the change might be positive, or anxious 
that it might hamper current plans to repatriate. Many people think that the Myanmar military will 
either succeed in quelling the protests and rule for “another 20 years” or fail and be completely 
destroyed. The hope that these events might give way to a new and more democratic Myanmar with 
Rohingya as full citizens seems to be felt alongside the worry and understanding that these views are 
desperately hopeful as the situation in Myanmar continues to deteriorate. 

An increase in tensions with the host community was also raised as a common topic of 
discussion and source of concern by the majority of those consulted in conjunction with these 
beliefs. Those that expressed this concern explain that people in their community are feeling 
increasingly unwelcome and have noticed a change in their relationship with the host community. 

“In the last three months, a massive �re has occurred, and Burma is in a civil dispute. We faced a 
dispute here - a massive �re. Sometimes random squabbles occur between the Rohingya and the 
host community because of misunderstandings. People from the host community said, ‘you can’t do 
this here. You are not going to Bashanchar because you have a good life here.’ They have started 
to cut o� our access to things and we are not allowed to move. We are seeing this in the past three 

months.” (Camp 1W, Female KII, NL02)

“These discussions are important because we are staying in their country. They want to drive us out, 
and they do not wish for us to stay here. The place we are staying now was a jungle before, but 
after our arrival, they have become wealthy. This place has become bene�cial for them. Their shops, 
roads and homes have developed. After they have developed their things, they are trying to drive 
us out now. There were no arguments before, but for the last two-three months, they are trying to 

drive us out.” (Camp 15, Female KII, RK01)

According to those consulted, the increase in �re incidents and crimes committed across the camps 
such as stealing, in conjunction with rising tensions with the host community has led to feelings that 
humanitarians and the government are not doing enough to provide safety to Rohingya in the camps. 
As a result, many community members feel the need to create informal protection mechanisms to 
keep them safe from the increased security and �re risks. 

"As the father can forbid his children, the government of Bangladesh can forbid its public from 
�ghting with us. They even can protect us from the �re attacks which have been going on in 
di�erent parts of the camps. I would be thankful if the government starts protecting us from �re 
attacks and �ghts between us and the landlords. Currently, it is the biggest problem for us.” (Camp 

12,Male KII,HU01) 

When discussing these feelings of insecurity, many compared the increase in �re incidents and 
tension with the host community to their experiences in Myanmar before they escaped the 
genocide. 

“We would like to go back to Myanmar right now. Can they repatriate us there? After repatriation, 
can they ensure peace? We are sad in both Myanmar and Bangladesh. We faced di�culties when 
they burned our houses in Myanmar. Now, we are profoundly sad because our shelters have burned 

here too.” (Camp 20, Female KII, DK03) 

These feelings of being no longer welcome, safe or wanted are reinforced by access restrictions 
caused by the fence construction and restrictions on inter-camp relocations. People are unsure 
behind the motives of these measures, why they are happening and what it means for their future in 
Bangladesh. 

“We are doing what the government tells us. They fenced us in every side. People could not escape 
because of barbed fence... Myanmar fenced us in and we are also fenced here. We also could not 
understand whether we have done misconduct to Allah or the global community. Now we pray as 
a whole block. We are hoping Allah will �x our issue. We keep faith in Allah. What can we do? We 
are not the government. We are just regular people. We are an ethnicity which was expelled by the 
Myanmar government by claiming us as Bengali. We are just nothing. Now, we think that people 
are trying to drive us out through �re and other means…People don’t even know how the �re 
started, why did barbed fence setup, what harm did we commit and why are we in this jail? This is 

our main point." (Camp 8E, Male FGDs, NO05) 

The vast majority of consultations continue to express their desire to return to Myanmar as soon as 
possible. However, the majority then explain that the regular discussions regarding repatriation are 
commonly met with feelings of despair and hopelessness for the future in their community due to 
the military coup in Myanmar. 

The recent February 2021 Military-led coup is being widely discussed in the camps – camp 
contacts reported that, at the time, it was “the only gossip there is” to the extent that people have 
reportedly missed distributions and discussed the issue in mosques from the conclusion of one call 
to prayer to the beginning of the next.

“People worry about military dictatorship because the Myanmar ethnic nationals are not safe there, 
so our repatriation is now very far away." (Camp 1E, Male FGDs, AH04)

"In the last three months, we, community people, from Balukhali camp are talking and thinking 
about going back to our native land and relocating to Basanchar from the camp. And the con�ict 
is going on in Myanmar that's why we think our repatriation has been cancelled. We are feeling 
depressed thinking about this. We don’t know what solution will release us from this.” (Camp 9, 

Male KII, AH05)

Rohingyar Hobor: Myanmar Coup & Balukhali Fires

Large Fire in Camps 9, 8E, 8W, an increase in 
�re incidents, and fears of �re across all camps
The most frequently discussed topics and concerns that were raised in all consultations regardless of 
demographic group were feelings of insecurity and lack of safety related to �re incidents and a 
deterioration in wider security across the camps. 

“In this month, no one can sleep well including the men because of fear and we can't even eat 
because of fear. If we go there, we hear about �re incidents. If we go to another place, we hear 
about robbery and if we go somewhere else, we hear about sexual abuse. We are worried, how can 

we spend our life in this way!" (Camp 1W, Adult Male FGD, AH02) 

The �re that swept through Camps 8E, 8W and 9 on the 22nd of March directly impacted 
an estimated 48,300 people, left 10,100 household without shelter, and resulted in 11 deaths and 
hundreds injured.1,2 This event has left everyone in the surrounding camps living in fear. All 
consultations, both with those that have been directly impacted by this large �re and those living in 
the una�ected camps, discussed that this sense of fear is due to the increase in �re incidents across 
the camps. Following the large-scale �re on 22nd of March, many smaller �re incidents have been 
recorded across the camps, including those in Teknaf. People have reported being unable to sleep 
due to the increase in incidents – partially out of fear and anxiety, and partially because of 
self-initiated �re prevention measures. The majority of consultations across all camps explained that 
their community in their sub-block have formed informal night watch groups or that they themselves 
have been staying up at night to safeguard their families to watch for �res. Communities have also 
begun cleaning sub-blocks of dry leaves and fodder from drainages and roofs of shelters, removing 
tarpaulin overhangs at night, and wetting roofs of shelters at night. Individual households are also 
reporting that they are creating ‘go bags’ and some are even burying their possessions to protect 
them in the event of a �re. In one block where households have had three �re incidents since the 
Balukhali �re, residents have sold some of their possessions and food rations because they believe 
their shelters will burn and they won’t be able to save their assets. As Ramadan requires lengthy night 
prayers, many people are also worried about how they will conduct regular devotions while 
watching for �res and protecting their community. The fear of �res being lit near their shelters is also 
impacting people’s access to services and assistance as they are too afraid to leave their shelters 
unprotected. 

“We are severely anxious that another �re will break out by the will of Allah. This thought has been 
going through people’s mind and so, people can't sleep. People have to guard the block…. As our 
husbands are not always in the shelter, we, women of the family, discuss how to keep children safe 
and close. We saw videos on mobile phone of people that were burnt down in this massive �re. 
Sister, many grievances have descended onto us. Oh! Allah, we came here with the hope of some 

peace, but we have fallen into a profound sadness.” (Camp 20, Female KII, DK03)

"Currently, eight people from each block guard the blocks at night. Everyone has to guard the blocks 
in case of another incident. How can we keep our fast-during Ramadan when we have to guard 

the blocks?” (Camp 1E, Female Widow KII, AH03)

“People can’t go to markets or outside the camps. No one goes far because they are afraid their 
shelter will be burnt down. If I left my family at home, they would get killed. Or I might randomly be 
beaten on the road...It's said that �res are set on roofs of shelters. So, I say to children, ‘Bring sand 
and �ll containers with water in case �res will happen during the night…’ women guard our 
respective shelters by sitting in front of doors, and men go around to watch." (Camp 1W, Female 

KII, NO03)

In the last 3 months, the SMSD Sector Daily Incident Report compiled by NPM which records the 
impact of small-scale weather-related incidents, including �re, has recorded a drastic increase in the 
amount of �re incidents in comparison to the same period last year. Between the 1st of January and 
31st of March 2020, 26 small-scale �re incidents were reported in comparison to 64 incidents 
reported between 1st of January and 31st of March 2021.   Fire incidents in the last 3 months have 
occurred across 25 out of the 34 camps. The incident monitoring mechanism has also already 
recorded 12 incidents in the �rst 10 days of April 2021.3,4 

Though a few of the �re incidents have been clearly linked to household accidents with cooking 
equipment, many �res have unknown causes and appear to have started on the outside of shelters 
as reported by communities. The majority of those consulted believe that the recent increase in �re 
incidents are the result of arsonists and have been intentionally lit. The majority of Rohingya are 
uncertain as to who has started the �re, but some believe that the host community is responsible 
because they no longer want the Rohingya on their land and want to drive Rohingya from the camps. 
This belief is preventing some people from leaving their shelter to access services and utilise facilities, 
as they do not want to leave their shelter and/or family members unguarded.

We, females, don't need the mosque because we can pray, worship and recite the Holy Quran at 
home. Our husbands are hesitant to go to another mosque. When I wake my husband from bed 
during the call to prayer of Fajar, he seems worried [about �re risk] and tells me that he would pray 

at home. We are discussing what to do.”(Camp 20, Female KII, DK04) 
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Timeline of major events and the number of �re incidents between January-April 2021: 

The below timeline shows major events that occurred between January to April 14th, 2021 which 
have been noted by Rohingya in the camps. The graph also  shows the number of �re incidents 
recorded by the SMSD Sector’s daily incident monitoring mechanisms ran by NPM.

The red line potted on the graph represents the no. of �re incidents recorded per day, and each incident is recorded in the graph as 
1 regardless of scale of the �re.

Methodology: The majority of the information in this report re�ects the overall indicative �ndings 
of 44 consultations (Females: 16 Key Informant Interviews (KII) & 2 Focus Group Discussions 
(FGDs); Males: 13 KII & 13 FGDs) with participants between 21-70 years of age across KBE 
(speci�cally 1E, 1W, 3,4,8E, 9, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20). Consultations were conducted between 29th 
of March to the 3rd April 2021 by 7 female and 6 male Rohingya researchers with support from 
their Bangladeshi IOM CwC colleagues. One female and six male consultations were completed with 
those a�ected by the large-scale �re incident in Balukhali, 9 consultations with male leaders from 
community committees, and the remaining consultations were conducted with informants from 
di�erent age groups across the camps including specialist groups such as 3 consultations with 
widows. The consultations were recorded and transcribed from Rohingya to English with consent of 
those who participated. 

The analysis also includes other information and �ndings gathered by IOM CwC team in the last 3 
months during regular community consultations. Qualitative data is validated through debrie�ngs 
with Rohingya researchers, and the transcriptions of the interviews are coded into NVivo to 
catalogue the data. In addition to the qualitative data, the report also relies on SMSD Sector’s daily 
incident monitoring mechanisms ran by NPM unit to support relevant qualitative �ndings 
(methodology of mechanism is here). 

The �ndings do not represent the opinions of all Rohingya refugees in Cox’s Bazar. Qualitative data 
was unevenly collected by type and location for logistical reasons.

1 ISCG and IOM, Fire incident, Initial Rapid Joint Needs Assessment Report, 30/03/2021, 
https://fscluster.org/sites/default/�les/documents/�nal_jna_report_300321.pdf

2 ISCG, Joint Humanitarian Response to Fire Incident in Rohingya Refugee Camps, 06/04/2021, 
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/�les/resources/joint_humitarian_response_external_sitrep_2-_�re_incident_-_6_a
pril_2021.pdf

3 SMSD Sector’s Daily Incident Monitoring Mechanism ran by NPM can be found here

4 The large-scale �re on the 22nd was recorded as 1 incident. 

https://fscluster.org/sites/default/files/documents/final_jna_report_300321.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/joint_humitarian_response_external_sitrep_2-_fire_incident_-_6_april_2021.pdf
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=1eec7ad29df742938b6470d77c26575a


“In the last three months, we are patrolling in respective blocks to save our shelters as �re incidents 
are happening. We agreed not to return [to Myanmar] until we get justice... We made a decision 
by holding a mass meeting with elderly persons, murrobi [respected persons], moloi [religious 

leader] and everyone will stay this way until we get repatriated.” (Camp 15, Male KII, ZU04) 

People are reportedly widely consuming news about Myanmar’s coup through formal Burmese 
channels, less formal Rohingya news outlets, and through reporting from relatives within Myanmar. 
The largest commonly shared point was that neither Aung San Suu Kyi’s (ASSK) National League for 
Democracy (NLD) party nor the Myanmar military are trusted by Rohingya people. As people 
recalled, “While the military started the system of discrimination – both NLD and the military are 
the same. Many Rohingya supported Aung San Suu Kyi when she was in house arrest, but she then 
did nothing for us when she came to power. Both are against ethnic groups.” Some people in the 
camps commented that neither side is likely to help the Rohingya and that “Rohingya have to do 
something if they are to get something,” suggesting that participation in political reform is something 
greatly desired by many Rohingya.

Most Rohingya are eager and urgently awaiting repatriation – largely because of the limited livelihood 
and education opportunities that are available for them in Bangladesh. The Coup has renewed calls 
for a full UN peace keeping operation in Rakhine. Rohingya in the camps urgently desire the UN’s 
engagement and support in re-establishing democracy in Myanmar. Many Rohingya desire greater 
representation in new political forums being started in Myanmar. In particular, there is increasing 
interest among Rohingya youth in terms of how they might become involved in the developing 
events in Myanmar. 

However, while there is optimism surrounding the developments and counter-protests in Myanmar, 
Rohingya are also noting that actual, pragmatic solutions to the process will be di�cult to achieve. 
One person noted that “even if citizenship was given as a part of full repatriation, many people have 
lost their land and will have no livelihoods upon return.” The loss or reallocation of Rohingya land to 
other groups in Rakhine since their displacement has been increasingly discussed by Rohingya in the 
camps as a growing problem since it means many families would be returning somewhere else to live 
on someone else’s land. Land and livelihood are key reasons for Rohingya to return and without 
these the prospects and interest in returning under either government is greatly diminished. 

Overall, the sentiment in the camps surrounding these developments is one of “hopeful desperation,” 
the majority of people are looking for a better and more stable future than the temporary 
conditions they are subject to and are either hopeful that the change might be positive, or anxious 
that it might hamper current plans to repatriate. Many people think that the Myanmar military will 
either succeed in quelling the protests and rule for “another 20 years” or fail and be completely 
destroyed. The hope that these events might give way to a new and more democratic Myanmar with 
Rohingya as full citizens seems to be felt alongside the worry and understanding that these views are 
desperately hopeful as the situation in Myanmar continues to deteriorate. 

Rohingyar Hobor: Myanmar Coup & Balukhali Fires

An increase in tensions with the host community was also raised as a common topic of 
discussion and source of concern by the majority of those consulted in conjunction with these 
beliefs. Those that expressed this concern explain that people in their community are feeling 
increasingly unwelcome and have noticed a change in their relationship with the host community. 

“In the last three months, a massive �re has occurred, and Burma is in a civil dispute. We faced a 
dispute here - a massive �re. Sometimes random squabbles occur between the Rohingya and the 
host community because of misunderstandings. People from the host community said, ‘you can’t do 
this here. You are not going to Bashanchar because you have a good life here.’ They have started 
to cut o� our access to things and we are not allowed to move. We are seeing this in the past three 

months.” (Camp 1W, Female KII, NL02)

“These discussions are important because we are staying in their country. They want to drive us out, 
and they do not wish for us to stay here. The place we are staying now was a jungle before, but 
after our arrival, they have become wealthy. This place has become bene�cial for them. Their shops, 
roads and homes have developed. After they have developed their things, they are trying to drive 
us out now. There were no arguments before, but for the last two-three months, they are trying to 

drive us out.” (Camp 15, Female KII, RK01)

According to those consulted, the increase in �re incidents and crimes committed across the camps 
such as stealing, in conjunction with rising tensions with the host community has led to feelings that 
humanitarians and the government are not doing enough to provide safety to Rohingya in the camps. 
As a result, many community members feel the need to create informal protection mechanisms to 
keep them safe from the increased security and �re risks. 

"As the father can forbid his children, the government of Bangladesh can forbid its public from 
�ghting with us. They even can protect us from the �re attacks which have been going on in 
di�erent parts of the camps. I would be thankful if the government starts protecting us from �re 
attacks and �ghts between us and the landlords. Currently, it is the biggest problem for us.” (Camp 

12,Male KII,HU01) 

When discussing these feelings of insecurity, many compared the increase in �re incidents and 
tension with the host community to their experiences in Myanmar before they escaped the 
genocide. 

“We would like to go back to Myanmar right now. Can they repatriate us there? After repatriation, 
can they ensure peace? We are sad in both Myanmar and Bangladesh. We faced di�culties when 
they burned our houses in Myanmar. Now, we are profoundly sad because our shelters have burned 

here too.” (Camp 20, Female KII, DK03) 

These feelings of being no longer welcome, safe or wanted are reinforced by access restrictions 
caused by the fence construction and restrictions on inter-camp relocations. People are unsure 
behind the motives of these measures, why they are happening and what it means for their future in 
Bangladesh. 

“We are doing what the government tells us. They fenced us in every side. People could not escape 
because of barbed fence... Myanmar fenced us in and we are also fenced here. We also could not 
understand whether we have done misconduct to Allah or the global community. Now we pray as 
a whole block. We are hoping Allah will �x our issue. We keep faith in Allah. What can we do? We 
are not the government. We are just regular people. We are an ethnicity which was expelled by the 
Myanmar government by claiming us as Bengali. We are just nothing. Now, we think that people 
are trying to drive us out through �re and other means…People don’t even know how the �re 
started, why did barbed fence setup, what harm did we commit and why are we in this jail? This is 

our main point." (Camp 8E, Male FGDs, NO05) 

The vast majority of consultations continue to express their desire to return to Myanmar as soon as 
possible. However, the majority then explain that the regular discussions regarding repatriation are 
commonly met with feelings of despair and hopelessness for the future in their community due to 
the military coup in Myanmar. 

The recent February 2021 Military-led coup is being widely discussed in the camps – camp 
contacts reported that, at the time, it was “the only gossip there is” to the extent that people have 
reportedly missed distributions and discussed the issue in mosques from the conclusion of one call 
to prayer to the beginning of the next.

“People worry about military dictatorship because the Myanmar ethnic nationals are not safe there, 
so our repatriation is now very far away." (Camp 1E, Male FGDs, AH04)

"In the last three months, we, community people, from Balukhali camp are talking and thinking 
about going back to our native land and relocating to Basanchar from the camp. And the con�ict 
is going on in Myanmar that's why we think our repatriation has been cancelled. We are feeling 
depressed thinking about this. We don’t know what solution will release us from this.” (Camp 9, 

Male KII, AH05)
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Large Fire in Camps 9, 8E, 8W, an increase in 
�re incidents, and fears of �re across all camps
The most frequently discussed topics and concerns that were raised in all consultations regardless of 
demographic group were feelings of insecurity and lack of safety related to �re incidents and a 
deterioration in wider security across the camps. 

“In this month, no one can sleep well including the men because of fear and we can't even eat 
because of fear. If we go there, we hear about �re incidents. If we go to another place, we hear 
about robbery and if we go somewhere else, we hear about sexual abuse. We are worried, how can 

we spend our life in this way!" (Camp 1W, Adult Male FGD, AH02) 

The �re that swept through Camps 8E, 8W and 9 on the 22nd of March directly impacted 
an estimated 48,300 people, left 10,100 household without shelter, and resulted in 11 deaths and 
hundreds injured.1,2 This event has left everyone in the surrounding camps living in fear. All 
consultations, both with those that have been directly impacted by this large �re and those living in 
the una�ected camps, discussed that this sense of fear is due to the increase in �re incidents across 
the camps. Following the large-scale �re on 22nd of March, many smaller �re incidents have been 
recorded across the camps, including those in Teknaf. People have reported being unable to sleep 
due to the increase in incidents – partially out of fear and anxiety, and partially because of 
self-initiated �re prevention measures. The majority of consultations across all camps explained that 
their community in their sub-block have formed informal night watch groups or that they themselves 
have been staying up at night to safeguard their families to watch for �res. Communities have also 
begun cleaning sub-blocks of dry leaves and fodder from drainages and roofs of shelters, removing 
tarpaulin overhangs at night, and wetting roofs of shelters at night. Individual households are also 
reporting that they are creating ‘go bags’ and some are even burying their possessions to protect 
them in the event of a �re. In one block where households have had three �re incidents since the 
Balukhali �re, residents have sold some of their possessions and food rations because they believe 
their shelters will burn and they won’t be able to save their assets. As Ramadan requires lengthy night 
prayers, many people are also worried about how they will conduct regular devotions while 
watching for �res and protecting their community. The fear of �res being lit near their shelters is also 
impacting people’s access to services and assistance as they are too afraid to leave their shelters 
unprotected. 

“We are severely anxious that another �re will break out by the will of Allah. This thought has been 
going through people’s mind and so, people can't sleep. People have to guard the block…. As our 
husbands are not always in the shelter, we, women of the family, discuss how to keep children safe 
and close. We saw videos on mobile phone of people that were burnt down in this massive �re. 
Sister, many grievances have descended onto us. Oh! Allah, we came here with the hope of some 

peace, but we have fallen into a profound sadness.” (Camp 20, Female KII, DK03)

"Currently, eight people from each block guard the blocks at night. Everyone has to guard the blocks 
in case of another incident. How can we keep our fast-during Ramadan when we have to guard 

the blocks?” (Camp 1E, Female Widow KII, AH03)

“People can’t go to markets or outside the camps. No one goes far because they are afraid their 
shelter will be burnt down. If I left my family at home, they would get killed. Or I might randomly be 
beaten on the road...It's said that �res are set on roofs of shelters. So, I say to children, ‘Bring sand 
and �ll containers with water in case �res will happen during the night…’ women guard our 
respective shelters by sitting in front of doors, and men go around to watch." (Camp 1W, Female 

KII, NO03)

In the last 3 months, the SMSD Sector Daily Incident Report compiled by NPM which records the 
impact of small-scale weather-related incidents, including �re, has recorded a drastic increase in the 
amount of �re incidents in comparison to the same period last year. Between the 1st of January and 
31st of March 2020, 26 small-scale �re incidents were reported in comparison to 64 incidents 
reported between 1st of January and 31st of March 2021.   Fire incidents in the last 3 months have 
occurred across 25 out of the 34 camps. The incident monitoring mechanism has also already 
recorded 12 incidents in the �rst 10 days of April 2021.3,4 

Though a few of the �re incidents have been clearly linked to household accidents with cooking 
equipment, many �res have unknown causes and appear to have started on the outside of shelters 
as reported by communities. The majority of those consulted believe that the recent increase in �re 
incidents are the result of arsonists and have been intentionally lit. The majority of Rohingya are 
uncertain as to who has started the �re, but some believe that the host community is responsible 
because they no longer want the Rohingya on their land and want to drive Rohingya from the camps. 
This belief is preventing some people from leaving their shelter to access services and utilise facilities, 
as they do not want to leave their shelter and/or family members unguarded.

We, females, don't need the mosque because we can pray, worship and recite the Holy Quran at 
home. Our husbands are hesitant to go to another mosque. When I wake my husband from bed 
during the call to prayer of Fajar, he seems worried [about �re risk] and tells me that he would pray 

at home. We are discussing what to do.”(Camp 20, Female KII, DK04) 

Timeline of major events and the number of �re incidents between January-April 2021: 

The below timeline shows major events that occurred between January to April 14th, 2021 which 
have been noted by Rohingya in the camps. The graph also  shows the number of �re incidents 
recorded by the SMSD Sector’s daily incident monitoring mechanisms ran by NPM.

The red line potted on the graph represents the no. of �re incidents recorded per day, and each incident is recorded in the graph as 
1 regardless of scale of the �re.

Methodology: The majority of the information in this report re�ects the overall indicative �ndings 
of 44 consultations (Females: 16 Key Informant Interviews (KII) & 2 Focus Group Discussions 
(FGDs); Males: 13 KII & 13 FGDs) with participants between 21-70 years of age across KBE 
(speci�cally 1E, 1W, 3,4,8E, 9, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20). Consultations were conducted between 29th 
of March to the 3rd April 2021 by 7 female and 6 male Rohingya researchers with support from 
their Bangladeshi IOM CwC colleagues. One female and six male consultations were completed with 
those a�ected by the large-scale �re incident in Balukhali, 9 consultations with male leaders from 
community committees, and the remaining consultations were conducted with informants from 
di�erent age groups across the camps including specialist groups such as 3 consultations with 
widows. The consultations were recorded and transcribed from Rohingya to English with consent of 
those who participated. 

The analysis also includes other information and �ndings gathered by IOM CwC team in the last 3 
months during regular community consultations. Qualitative data is validated through debrie�ngs 
with Rohingya researchers, and the transcriptions of the interviews are coded into NVivo to 
catalogue the data. In addition to the qualitative data, the report also relies on SMSD Sector’s daily 
incident monitoring mechanisms ran by NPM unit to support relevant qualitative �ndings 
(methodology of mechanism is here). 

The �ndings do not represent the opinions of all Rohingya refugees in Cox’s Bazar. Qualitative data 
was unevenly collected by type and location for logistical reasons.

SMSD Sector's Daily Incident Mechanism



Rohingyar Hobor: Myanmar Coup & Balukhali Fires

“In the last three months, we are patrolling in respective blocks to save our shelters as �re incidents 
are happening. We agreed not to return [to Myanmar] until we get justice... We made a decision 
by holding a mass meeting with elderly persons, murrobi [respected persons], moloi [religious 

leader] and everyone will stay this way until we get repatriated.” (Camp 15, Male KII, ZU04) 

People are reportedly widely consuming news about Myanmar’s coup through formal Burmese 
channels, less formal Rohingya news outlets, and through reporting from relatives within Myanmar. 
The largest commonly shared point was that neither Aung San Suu Kyi’s (ASSK) National League for 
Democracy (NLD) party nor the Myanmar military are trusted by Rohingya people. As people 
recalled, “While the military started the system of discrimination – both NLD and the military are 
the same. Many Rohingya supported Aung San Suu Kyi when she was in house arrest, but she then 
did nothing for us when she came to power. Both are against ethnic groups.” Some people in the 
camps commented that neither side is likely to help the Rohingya and that “Rohingya have to do 
something if they are to get something,” suggesting that participation in political reform is something 
greatly desired by many Rohingya.

Most Rohingya are eager and urgently awaiting repatriation – largely because of the limited livelihood 
and education opportunities that are available for them in Bangladesh. The Coup has renewed calls 
for a full UN peace keeping operation in Rakhine. Rohingya in the camps urgently desire the UN’s 
engagement and support in re-establishing democracy in Myanmar. Many Rohingya desire greater 
representation in new political forums being started in Myanmar. In particular, there is increasing 
interest among Rohingya youth in terms of how they might become involved in the developing 
events in Myanmar. 

However, while there is optimism surrounding the developments and counter-protests in Myanmar, 
Rohingya are also noting that actual, pragmatic solutions to the process will be di�cult to achieve. 
One person noted that “even if citizenship was given as a part of full repatriation, many people have 
lost their land and will have no livelihoods upon return.” The loss or reallocation of Rohingya land to 
other groups in Rakhine since their displacement has been increasingly discussed by Rohingya in the 
camps as a growing problem since it means many families would be returning somewhere else to live 
on someone else’s land. Land and livelihood are key reasons for Rohingya to return and without 
these the prospects and interest in returning under either government is greatly diminished. 

Overall, the sentiment in the camps surrounding these developments is one of “hopeful desperation,” 
the majority of people are looking for a better and more stable future than the temporary 
conditions they are subject to and are either hopeful that the change might be positive, or anxious 
that it might hamper current plans to repatriate. Many people think that the Myanmar military will 
either succeed in quelling the protests and rule for “another 20 years” or fail and be completely 
destroyed. The hope that these events might give way to a new and more democratic Myanmar with 
Rohingya as full citizens seems to be felt alongside the worry and understanding that these views are 
desperately hopeful as the situation in Myanmar continues to deteriorate. 

An increase in tensions with the host community was also raised as a common topic of 
discussion and source of concern by the majority of those consulted in conjunction with these 
beliefs. Those that expressed this concern explain that people in their community are feeling 
increasingly unwelcome and have noticed a change in their relationship with the host community. 

“In the last three months, a massive �re has occurred, and Burma is in a civil dispute. We faced a 
dispute here - a massive �re. Sometimes random squabbles occur between the Rohingya and the 
host community because of misunderstandings. People from the host community said, ‘you can’t do 
this here. You are not going to Bashanchar because you have a good life here.’ They have started 
to cut o� our access to things and we are not allowed to move. We are seeing this in the past three 

months.” (Camp 1W, Female KII, NL02)

“These discussions are important because we are staying in their country. They want to drive us out, 
and they do not wish for us to stay here. The place we are staying now was a jungle before, but 
after our arrival, they have become wealthy. This place has become bene�cial for them. Their shops, 
roads and homes have developed. After they have developed their things, they are trying to drive 
us out now. There were no arguments before, but for the last two-three months, they are trying to 

drive us out.” (Camp 15, Female KII, RK01)

According to those consulted, the increase in �re incidents and crimes committed across the camps 
such as stealing, in conjunction with rising tensions with the host community has led to feelings that 
humanitarians and the government are not doing enough to provide safety to Rohingya in the camps. 
As a result, many community members feel the need to create informal protection mechanisms to 
keep them safe from the increased security and �re risks. 

"As the father can forbid his children, the government of Bangladesh can forbid its public from 
�ghting with us. They even can protect us from the �re attacks which have been going on in 
di�erent parts of the camps. I would be thankful if the government starts protecting us from �re 
attacks and �ghts between us and the landlords. Currently, it is the biggest problem for us.” (Camp 

12,Male KII,HU01) 

When discussing these feelings of insecurity, many compared the increase in �re incidents and 
tension with the host community to their experiences in Myanmar before they escaped the 
genocide. 

“We would like to go back to Myanmar right now. Can they repatriate us there? After repatriation, 
can they ensure peace? We are sad in both Myanmar and Bangladesh. We faced di�culties when 
they burned our houses in Myanmar. Now, we are profoundly sad because our shelters have burned 

here too.” (Camp 20, Female KII, DK03) 

These feelings of being no longer welcome, safe or wanted are reinforced by access restrictions 
caused by the fence construction and restrictions on inter-camp relocations. People are unsure 
behind the motives of these measures, why they are happening and what it means for their future in 
Bangladesh. 

“We are doing what the government tells us. They fenced us in every side. People could not escape 
because of barbed fence... Myanmar fenced us in and we are also fenced here. We also could not 
understand whether we have done misconduct to Allah or the global community. Now we pray as 
a whole block. We are hoping Allah will �x our issue. We keep faith in Allah. What can we do? We 
are not the government. We are just regular people. We are an ethnicity which was expelled by the 
Myanmar government by claiming us as Bengali. We are just nothing. Now, we think that people 
are trying to drive us out through �re and other means…People don’t even know how the �re 
started, why did barbed fence setup, what harm did we commit and why are we in this jail? This is 

our main point." (Camp 8E, Male FGDs, NO05) 

The vast majority of consultations continue to express their desire to return to Myanmar as soon as 
possible. However, the majority then explain that the regular discussions regarding repatriation are 
commonly met with feelings of despair and hopelessness for the future in their community due to 
the military coup in Myanmar. 

The recent February 2021 Military-led coup is being widely discussed in the camps – camp 
contacts reported that, at the time, it was “the only gossip there is” to the extent that people have 
reportedly missed distributions and discussed the issue in mosques from the conclusion of one call 
to prayer to the beginning of the next.

“People worry about military dictatorship because the Myanmar ethnic nationals are not safe there, 
so our repatriation is now very far away." (Camp 1E, Male FGDs, AH04)

"In the last three months, we, community people, from Balukhali camp are talking and thinking 
about going back to our native land and relocating to Basanchar from the camp. And the con�ict 
is going on in Myanmar that's why we think our repatriation has been cancelled. We are feeling 
depressed thinking about this. We don’t know what solution will release us from this.” (Camp 9, 

Male KII, AH05)

Large Fire in Camps 9, 8E, 8W, an increase in 
�re incidents, and fears of �re across all camps
The most frequently discussed topics and concerns that were raised in all consultations regardless of 
demographic group were feelings of insecurity and lack of safety related to �re incidents and a 
deterioration in wider security across the camps. 

“In this month, no one can sleep well including the men because of fear and we can't even eat 
because of fear. If we go there, we hear about �re incidents. If we go to another place, we hear 
about robbery and if we go somewhere else, we hear about sexual abuse. We are worried, how can 

we spend our life in this way!" (Camp 1W, Adult Male FGD, AH02) 

The �re that swept through Camps 8E, 8W and 9 on the 22nd of March directly impacted 
an estimated 48,300 people, left 10,100 household without shelter, and resulted in 11 deaths and 
hundreds injured.1,2 This event has left everyone in the surrounding camps living in fear. All 
consultations, both with those that have been directly impacted by this large �re and those living in 
the una�ected camps, discussed that this sense of fear is due to the increase in �re incidents across 
the camps. Following the large-scale �re on 22nd of March, many smaller �re incidents have been 
recorded across the camps, including those in Teknaf. People have reported being unable to sleep 
due to the increase in incidents – partially out of fear and anxiety, and partially because of 
self-initiated �re prevention measures. The majority of consultations across all camps explained that 
their community in their sub-block have formed informal night watch groups or that they themselves 
have been staying up at night to safeguard their families to watch for �res. Communities have also 
begun cleaning sub-blocks of dry leaves and fodder from drainages and roofs of shelters, removing 
tarpaulin overhangs at night, and wetting roofs of shelters at night. Individual households are also 
reporting that they are creating ‘go bags’ and some are even burying their possessions to protect 
them in the event of a �re. In one block where households have had three �re incidents since the 
Balukhali �re, residents have sold some of their possessions and food rations because they believe 
their shelters will burn and they won’t be able to save their assets. As Ramadan requires lengthy night 
prayers, many people are also worried about how they will conduct regular devotions while 
watching for �res and protecting their community. The fear of �res being lit near their shelters is also 
impacting people’s access to services and assistance as they are too afraid to leave their shelters 
unprotected. 

“We are severely anxious that another �re will break out by the will of Allah. This thought has been 
going through people’s mind and so, people can't sleep. People have to guard the block…. As our 
husbands are not always in the shelter, we, women of the family, discuss how to keep children safe 
and close. We saw videos on mobile phone of people that were burnt down in this massive �re. 
Sister, many grievances have descended onto us. Oh! Allah, we came here with the hope of some 

peace, but we have fallen into a profound sadness.” (Camp 20, Female KII, DK03)

"Currently, eight people from each block guard the blocks at night. Everyone has to guard the blocks 
in case of another incident. How can we keep our fast-during Ramadan when we have to guard 

the blocks?” (Camp 1E, Female Widow KII, AH03)

“People can’t go to markets or outside the camps. No one goes far because they are afraid their 
shelter will be burnt down. If I left my family at home, they would get killed. Or I might randomly be 
beaten on the road...It's said that �res are set on roofs of shelters. So, I say to children, ‘Bring sand 
and �ll containers with water in case �res will happen during the night…’ women guard our 
respective shelters by sitting in front of doors, and men go around to watch." (Camp 1W, Female 

KII, NO03)

In the last 3 months, the SMSD Sector Daily Incident Report compiled by NPM which records the 
impact of small-scale weather-related incidents, including �re, has recorded a drastic increase in the 
amount of �re incidents in comparison to the same period last year. Between the 1st of January and 
31st of March 2020, 26 small-scale �re incidents were reported in comparison to 64 incidents 
reported between 1st of January and 31st of March 2021.   Fire incidents in the last 3 months have 
occurred across 25 out of the 34 camps. The incident monitoring mechanism has also already 
recorded 12 incidents in the �rst 10 days of April 2021.3,4 

Though a few of the �re incidents have been clearly linked to household accidents with cooking 
equipment, many �res have unknown causes and appear to have started on the outside of shelters 
as reported by communities. The majority of those consulted believe that the recent increase in �re 
incidents are the result of arsonists and have been intentionally lit. The majority of Rohingya are 
uncertain as to who has started the �re, but some believe that the host community is responsible 
because they no longer want the Rohingya on their land and want to drive Rohingya from the camps. 
This belief is preventing some people from leaving their shelter to access services and utilise facilities, 
as they do not want to leave their shelter and/or family members unguarded.

We, females, don't need the mosque because we can pray, worship and recite the Holy Quran at 
home. Our husbands are hesitant to go to another mosque. When I wake my husband from bed 
during the call to prayer of Fajar, he seems worried [about �re risk] and tells me that he would pray 

at home. We are discussing what to do.”(Camp 20, Female KII, DK04) 

Timeline of major events and the number of �re incidents between January-April 2021: 

The below timeline shows major events that occurred between January to April 14th, 2021 which 
have been noted by Rohingya in the camps. The graph also  shows the number of �re incidents 
recorded by the SMSD Sector’s daily incident monitoring mechanisms ran by NPM.

The red line potted on the graph represents the no. of �re incidents recorded per day, and each incident is recorded in the graph as 
1 regardless of scale of the �re.

Methodology: The majority of the information in this report re�ects the overall indicative �ndings 
of 44 consultations (Females: 16 Key Informant Interviews (KII) & 2 Focus Group Discussions 
(FGDs); Males: 13 KII & 13 FGDs) with participants between 21-70 years of age across KBE 
(speci�cally 1E, 1W, 3,4,8E, 9, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20). Consultations were conducted between 29th 
of March to the 3rd April 2021 by 7 female and 6 male Rohingya researchers with support from 
their Bangladeshi IOM CwC colleagues. One female and six male consultations were completed with 
those a�ected by the large-scale �re incident in Balukhali, 9 consultations with male leaders from 
community committees, and the remaining consultations were conducted with informants from 
di�erent age groups across the camps including specialist groups such as 3 consultations with 
widows. The consultations were recorded and transcribed from Rohingya to English with consent of 
those who participated. 

The analysis also includes other information and �ndings gathered by IOM CwC team in the last 3 
months during regular community consultations. Qualitative data is validated through debrie�ngs 
with Rohingya researchers, and the transcriptions of the interviews are coded into NVivo to 
catalogue the data. In addition to the qualitative data, the report also relies on SMSD Sector’s daily 
incident monitoring mechanisms ran by NPM unit to support relevant qualitative �ndings 
(methodology of mechanism is here). 

The �ndings do not represent the opinions of all Rohingya refugees in Cox’s Bazar. Qualitative data 
was unevenly collected by type and location for logistical reasons.




