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SDC Humanitarian Aid (SDC-HA) in Sudan 

With the signature of the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement (CPA) in January 2005, the long lasting civil 
war between Sudan and South Sudan was brought to an 
end. The CPA period finally concluded on 9 July 2011 with 
the independence of South Sudan. 

SDC has been supporting United Nations agencies and 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) working in Sudan 
since 1994. In 2003, the growing humanitarian needs in 
Darfur prompted the SDC to scale up its efforts.  

SDC’s humanitarian programme focuses on emergency aid 
for internally displaced persons and refugees. Central 
concerns are food security, access to drinking water, health 
services and the protection of civilians, with Darfur and 
South Kordofan as the priority regions.  

SDC-HA operates mainly with financial and technical 
contributions to partners such as ICRC, WFP, UNHCR, 
UNICEF, OCHA, and MSF-CH, including secondments of 
experts.  

Switzerland’s humanitarian programme in Sudan is 
coordinated by its representation in Khartoum at the 
Embassy of Switzerland.  
 

Darfur 

Since 2003, the fighting in Darfur (Western Sudan) has left 
over 2.6 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) and 
over 230,000 refugees in neighboring Chad, The armed 
hostilities, the systematic destruction of infrastructure and 
mass expulsions have greatly disrupted living conditions in 
Darfur. 

These growing humanitarian needs in Darfur prompted 
SDC to scale up its efforts as of 2003. Since then, SDC’s 
humanitarian programme focuses mainly on emergency 
and early recovery assistance for internally displaced 
persons and refugees. 

Latest estimates indicate that some 1.7 million people 
currently live in IDP camps in Darfur of which more than 
70,000 were displaced during 2011 due to ongoing fighting. 

However, the world's largest humanitarian operation is 
under massive pressure to reach the affected people. 
Widespread insecurity, including attacks against 
humanitarian workers and assets, and exponential increase 
in banditry has been leading to serious constraints in 
humanitarian access, especially in rebel hold areas of 
Jebel Mara (Central Darfur). 

South Kordofan (Nuba Mountains) and 
clashes between Sudan and South Sudan 

The still ongoing conflict in South Kordofan state (focusing 

on the Nuba Mountain area) between the Sudanese Armed 
Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement – North (SPLM-N) erupted in June 2011 and 
lead to a large displacement of civilians. 

Denial of access to the affected population has been the 
main constraint for humanitarian actors to respond to this 
crisis. 

Due to the easing of these access constraints in 2012, 
limited humanitarian operations continued in government 

held areas. There are growing concerns about the impact 
the conflict is having on civilians, particularly in SPLM-N 
areas where there has been no access since the war 
broke out in June 2010. 

Prior to the start of the conflict in South Kordofan in June 
2011, SDC-HA was supporting Medair in its 
Health/WATSAN programme as well as a Secondment to 
UNICEF based in Kadugli, the state capital. 

In South Kordofan State, an estimated 300,000 people 
remain internally displaced or severely affected by the 
fighting. 

In January 2012, South Sudan, which depends on oil 
sales for 98% of its revenue, shut down all of its oil fields 
in a row over the fees Sudan demands to transit the oil. 
This struggle over the sharing of the oil revenues 
culminated in late march 2012 with clashes between 
Sudan and South Sudan in the oil-rich borderland 
region of Heglig, increasing the risk of a new war 

between the two countries less than a year after the 
independence of South Sudan. 

Response by SDC-HA 

Due to the presence of the SDC office in Khartoum and 
SHA experts on the ground, SDC-HA has been following 
very closely the ongoing conflicts in South Kordofan and 
Darfur. Since June 2011, SDC-HA has been engaging a 
total of approximately CHF 10 million in response to 

these conflicts in Sudan: 

 WFP’s Swiss contribution of the Dry Skimmed Milk to 

WFP’s Blanket Supplementary Feeding Programme 
mix in Darfur amounts to 56% of all commodity costs of 
BSFP. These contributions prevented malnourishment 
of more than 460’000 children under five during the 
lean season (May – September 2011) and amounted to 
CHF 5.1 Mio. 

 An additional financial contribution for WFP’s 
Emergency Operation in Sudan amounting CHF 1.0 

Mio was granted. 

 WFP is also supported with 2 Secondments focusing 

on the effective and efficient implementation its 
operations. 

 Activities of the ICRC in Sudan are supported 
with CHF 1.5 million. 

 Activities of UNHCR in Sudan is supported with 
CHF 1.0 million and a Swiss expert is looking for 
durable solutions with regard to shelter in Darfur. 

 OCHA has been supported with CHF 200’000 for 
its role as humanitarian coordination body. 

 Swiss and local NGOs working for the 
displaced from Darfur and South Kordofan on 
food, watsan, health and shelter have been 
funded with CHF 1.2. 

Further requests for financial contributions to NGOs and 
UN agencies, as well as for additional secondments, are 
studied. 

Further Information 

For Further Information 
Patrik Olsson, Head of Cooperation office - Sudan 
E-mail: patrik.olsson@deza.admin.ch 
Phone: +249 1 83 471 010 / 83 471 115 ext 106 
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Oil infrastructure in Sudan and South Sudan 
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