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SDC Humanitarian Aid (SDC-HA) in South 
Sudan 

With the signature of the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement (CPA) in January 2005, the long lasting civil 
war between Sudan and South Sudan was brought to an 
end. The CPA period finally concluded on 9 July 2011 with 
the independence of South Sudan. 

Since 1994, SDC-HA has been helping to alleviate the 
suffering of civilians affected by the civil war in South 
Sudan. In August 2006, SDC-HA opened an office in Juba, 
the capital of South Sudan which is also representing the 
other Swiss Government actors in Juba upon the 
Authorities of the Government of South Sudan.  

The current Medium Term Programme 2010-12 for Sudan 
(including South Sudan) focuses on food and livelihood 
security, basic services and protection of civilians with an 
indicative budget per year of CHF 14 million (whereas CHF 
6.5 million are allocated to South Sudan).  

SDC-HA is maintaining its office in Juba, in order to 
implement the MTP 2010-12 in South Sudan. Additionally, 
one SDC sub-office was opened in 2011 in Aweil, Northern 
Bar el Gazal, in order to support a new directly 
implemented project in the area of water and sanitation. 

Due to the present phase of political transition, Switzerland 
combines emergency and recovery aid (SDC-HA), 
development assistance (SDC-RC), peace-building 
(Division for Human Security) and support to the Security 
Sector Reform (Federal Department of Defence, Protection 
and Sport). 

As the context in South Sudan remains very fragile and 
South Sudan needs to build up its nation, Switzerland will 
continue supporting the peace and state building process in 
South Sudan and is currently drafting a new Cooperation 
Strategy 2013-16. 

SDC-HA is planning to increase its humanitarian 
programme in South Sudan (from about CHF 6.5 to CHF 9 
mio./year), while focussing on emergency aid as well as on 
early recovery/reconstruction with a focus on Northern Bar 
el Ghazal state. 

Conflict and violence in South Sudan 

Despite celebrating independence on July 9th 2011, South 
Sudan has not been able to sit back and enjoy many peace 
dividends. The country is still confronted today with armed 
conflict and pockets of violence in many parts of its 
territory.  

Important issues which could not be dealt with by the 
independence on 9 July 2011 (mainly border demarcation, 
share of oil revenues) have led to growing tension and 
even open conflict between South Sudan and Sudan with 
serious humanitarian consequences.  

The occupation of the Abyei disputed territory by the SAF 
in May 2011 has caused the displacement of more than 
100’000 people to the South who still have not been able to 
return.  

Since June 2011, the fighting between the SPLA-N and the 
SAF in the two other Transitional Areas of South Kordofan 

and Blue Nile have led to the displacement of another 
100’000 people to Unity and Upper Nile states situated in 
the South.  

Finally, the ongoing dispute over the sharing of the oil 
revenues has led to the shutting of the pipelines by the 
South in January 2012 and to another escalation in the 
diplomatic brinkmanship between both countries, with 
fears of a resumption of an open war between South 
Sudan and Sudan. 

On the internal front, inter-communal conflict has 
plagued many parts of Southern Sudan, in particular the 
State of Jonglei, causing the displacement of tens of 
housands people, hundreds of deaths, and abductions. A 
lot of the fighting is sparked by cattle raids and 
subsequent revenge attacks. Automatic weapons left 
over from the civil war have made bloodshed and death 
common traits of today's raids.  

Finally, sporadic incursions from the LRA in the south-
western part of the country continue to cause havoc, and 
in particular displacements and cases of child abduction. 

Another humanitarian challenge is related to the return 
to South Sudan of the hundreds of thousands of people 
of had sought refuge in the North during the long civil 
war. It is estimated that more than 2.5 million people 
have returned to South Sudan since 2005 (among which 
400’000 since October 2010), and are yet to be fully 
integrated due to a lack of basic services and weak 
infrastructure. 

Response by SDC-HA 

In relation to the different ongoing humanitarian crisis in 
South Sudan, SDC-HA has been contributed since 
June 2011 CHF 6.5 million to support the emergency 
and recovery operations of its following partners: 
• ICRC (CHF 1’500’000) 
• WFP (CHF 900’000) 
• UNCHR (CHF 500’000) 
• OCHA (CHF 300’000) 
• UNICEF (CHF 450’000) 
• ACF-US (CHF 400’000) 
• MEDAIR (CHF 400’000) 
• MSF-CH (CHF 300’000) 

In addition, SDC-HA is supporting technically through 
Swiss experts to the following UN agencies: 
• UNCHR (Refugee Camp Manager in Bentiu) 
• UNICEF (WASH Information Manager) 

Finally, SDC-HA has initiated in Northern Bar el Gazal 
state a 3 years direct implementation WASH programme 
for an amount of CHF 5 mio. Part of this programme 
contributes directly to improving the emergency response 
in the state for thousands of displaced people and 
returnees from the North. 

Should the situation further deteriorate, additional 
requests for financial contributions to NGOs and UN 
agencies, as well as for additional secondments, will be 
studied. 

Further Information 

For Further Information: 
Rainer Baudendistel, Coordinator - South Sudan 
E-mail: rainer.baudendistel@sdc.net 
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