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Post-Nargis emergency
relief in Myanmar
Humanitarian Aid support

The SDC’s Humanitarian Aid Department provided
emergency relief to the survivors of Cyclone Nargis in
Myanmar. The priority needs of the 2.4 million people
directly affected are drinking water, food, emergency
shelter materials, basic medical services and
resumption of essential, daily economic activities
(livelihood).

On-the-spot emergency relief

To date, the FDFA’s Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC) has spent CHF 2.5 million for the
victims of Cyclone Nargis on the following emergency relief
measures:

 The SDC delivered 40 tons of emergency supplies 
(plastic sheeting, tents, cooking utensils) to Yangon.
These supplies were distributed locally to needy
inhabitants by various partner organizations.

 The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP)
received CHF 1 million to purchase food.

 Médecins sans Frontières (Doctors Without Borders)
(MSF) and the Adventist Development and Relief
Agency (ADRA), both long-standing SDC partners in
Myanmar, were given around CHF 100,000 in funding.

 Working with the Swiss Red Cross (SRC), the SDC
delivered sleeping mats, blankets, emergency cooking
sets and water tanks by air freight to Yangon. These
emergency supplies were handed over to the
Myanmar Red Cross for distribution.

 10,000 mosquito nets were purchased in Thailand and
given to the International Organization for Migration
(IOM) for distribution to needy families.

At the UN-ASEAN International Pledging Conference held
on 25 May (see Background information), an additional
CHF 1.5 million was pledged for emergency relief and Early
Recovery (phase following initial emergency relief), one
million of which will be used in the current year. A
coordinator and technical experts are to monitor the
corresponding projects which will be implemented by
partner organizations. Efforts will focus mainly on
supporting individual and shared structures, as well as
livelihood activities.

The United Nations has released CHF 22 million from the
Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) for Myanmar.
Each year, Switzerland contributes CHF 7.5 million to this
Fund.

The devastation to the southern coast of Myanmar caused by the
tropical cyclone.

Background information

On 2 May 2008, Cyclone Nargis followed by a tidal
wave and heavy rainfall in the Irrawaddy Delta
devastated Myanmar’s southern coastal region.
Official figures put the latest death toll at 84,000,
and 50,000 people are still unaccounted for.

Approximately 23,000 km2 of land were affected,
with practically all low-lying areas of the Irrawaddy
Delta (roughly 14,000 km2) being flooded by sea
water. Relief agencies on the ground report the
destruction of most of the houses in these areas.

At the Pledging Conference held in Yangon on 25
May, international organizations and governments
pledged only a fraction of the USD 11 billion for
emergency relief, and above all for reconstruction,
which the Myanmar Government had hoped for.
This was because many of the donors – including
Switzerland – had attached conditions to their
assistance, such as unrestricted access to the
cyclone victims in the Irrawaddy Delta. Though the
USD 187 million in emergency funding requested on
9 May in a flash appeal by the UN and international
NGOs was raised, the revised appeal of 10 July
projects urgent humanitarian requirements totaling
USD 482 million.
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Post Nargis Joint Assessment (PONJA) Report by
the WB, UN and the Government of Myanmar of 21
July 2008
http://yangon.unic.org/images/documents/post-
nargis_joint_assessment_all_pages.pdf


