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Situation Overview 
The humanitarian situation in the Pool Department of the Republic of Congo took a positive turn at the end of 2017 
when a cease-fire agreement was reached between the parties to the conflict.  The population in four of the eight 
districts of the Pool affected by the conflict remain inaccessible but there have been no reports of fighting since late 
2017. The road from Brazzaville to Kinkala, deserted until early January 2018, is now showing signs of life as families 
return to check their homes, start to clear their land and consider return.  Conditions for return for the majority of the 
displaced and population living in enclaved areas remain challenging, however.  The key concern remains security 
as people wait for a clear green light from the authorities that it is safe to go home or to establish basic services or 
access to the fields. 

Meanwhile, the resources needed by IDPs and other affected populations to effectively re-establish themselves after 
almost two years of absence are considerable.  Reports indicate that most houses have been damaged or destroyed, 
and the contents looted.  Fields abandoned for two planting seasons are now overgrown.  Health centres and schools 
have also been damaged and staff have fled along with the local population and local authorities.  Everything needs 
to be re-built and all concerned will require tools, materials and continuing assistance until they are able to get their 
lives back on track. 

Highlights 
 

• The humanitarian needs of populations remaining in 
inaccessible areas are still unknown, but the 
Government and the UN system are preparing to 
conduct an evaluation of humanitarian needs in these 
four districts as soon as security conditions permit. 

 

• The Ministry of Social Affairs, Humanitarian Action and 
Solidarity (MASAH) is in the process of registering 
displaced people from the Pool. The last phase of the 
registration exercise which is being conducted in 
Pointe-Noire and in Kouilou department has been 
funded by UNHCR. The original population of the 8 
affected districts, based on the 2007 Census, is 
approximately 160,000 and, to date, more than 90,000 people have been registered as displaced. However, due 
to the continuous movements of displaced households, obtaining a final number will be challenging. 
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• Following the launch of the Humanitarian Response Plan in July 2017, a total of $ 13,524,093 USD was raised 
(57.7% of the appeal).  In addition to CERF funds, US, China and the EU were the main donors. In a year when 
global humanitarian needs grew significantly, this is considered an excellent response.  

 

• The humanitarian community in the Republic of Congo remains committed also to providing response capacity 
and assistance to populations affected by natural hazards and epidemic outbreaks across the country, as well as 
to refugees. 
 

 
Congo: Number of displaced people per Sous-prefecture 

 

 

SECTORAL RESPONSES AND NEEDS 

 Food Security and nutrition 

Response: 

• Food assistance was provided through WFP to 70,000 displaced people in the Pool and Bouenza departments in 
2017. A total of approximately 600 tons of food and 2.7million USD of cash value for food were distributed.  To 
address high malnutrition rates, WFP and UNICEF have jointly trained more than 230 community workers and 80 
health agents.  Nutritional screening has been carried out on more than 18,000 children under five and 2,300 
pregnant and lactating women and high nutrition food provided to prevent and treat malnutrition in 3,350 women 
and children.  Approximately 21,000 children received Vitamin A supplements from UNICEF and 508 have been 
treated for Severe-Acute Malnutrition and 530 for Moderate-Acute Malnutrition. Mobile clinics are active in some 
villages in the Pool and Bouenza departments to identify and treat children under five identified with SAM.  
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Upcoming needs: 

• In addition to the unknown nutritional needs of the populations that have not yet been assisted due to lack of 
access or security constraints, the food security situation of most currently displaced people is not expected to 
improve as they return to their places of origin and most productive assets have been destroyed. 

 

Protection and Gender 

Response: 

• UNFPA’s awareness campaign against GBV reached more than 11,200 people in the second half of 2017.  A 
new process for the reporting of GBV incidents has been put in place and to date, 110 cases have been identified 
among the displaced population and the survivors are receiving medical and psychological assistance. An 
innovative approach to responding to identified needs among displaced women and girls of reproductive age 
resulted in launching of the “Cash for Dignity” program, a collaboration between WFP and UNFPA. Some 1,100 
displaced women were provided with cash transfers to cover the purchase of vital items including sanitary pads 
and soap. Ten child-friendly spaces have provided support to more than 1,100 displaced children between 2-5 
years old in the Pool and Bouenza departments in the course of 2017. In addition to having the opportunity for 
safe play, children benefit from a cooked meal each day and those with special needs were identified and referred 
to available health services as required. 

Upcoming needs: 

• The demand for safe spaces for young children to begin to recover from the trauma of conflict is anticipated to be 
particularly high in districts not yet accessed by the humanitarian community.  Additional child-friendly spaces will 
be provided in 2018 to address these needs. A critical protection issue that will need to be addressed urgently as 
displaced people begin to return to their villages of origin is the lack of identification papers.  Similarly, the issuance 
of birth certificates to children born in displacement or in conflict-affected areas should be prioritized.  
 

 Health 

Response: 

• In the second half of 2017 WHO trained 145 health agents on the main principles of health and hygiene, as well 
as on early epidemic monitoring systems. To ensure coverage of basic needs, WHO and UNFPA provided 
medicines and medical equipment to health facilities in the Departments of Pool and Bouenza. As part of the 
UNFPA HIV prevention efforts, more than 12,000 people were trained on HIV risks and more than 1,400 women 
received voluntary HIV counseling and testing. UNICEF vaccination campaigns against measles and polio 
reached respectively almost 40,000 and 42,000 children and 40,000 children under 5 were de-wormed. The 
strengthening of routine vaccination practices and the organization of a de-worming campaign are major priorities. 
WHO has distributed 3,650 impregnated mosquito nets, along with treatment sprayers. 
 

Upcoming needs: 

• Disruption of the healthcare system in the Pool department represents a severe obstacle to the implementation 
of health assistance interventions. A shortage of medical supplies and a lack of qualified personnel contribute to 
the deterioration of the health of the affected population.  As the displaced population begins to return to areas of 
origin, the Health Sector’s focus will be on the urgent rehabilitation of district health facilities.  
 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Response: 

• While the installation of water bladders in displacement sites was common in the early emergency response, the 
provision of potable water has been increasingly focused on the rehabilitation of existing water sources in the 
areas of displacement. UNICEF provided 11,700 displaced people with access to clean water in 2017. UNICEF 
and WHO have conducted information campaigns on water and food cleanliness, and hygiene practices. UNICEF 
provided showers and latrines at some reception centers. 
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Upcoming needs: 

• Access to clean water will remain a major concern across all affected areas. UNICEF’s experience in rehabilitating 
existing water sources will need to be scaled-up quickly as people start returning to their homes. 

 

Shelter / NFI 

Response: 

• Approximately 4,000 displaced households received shelter supplies and basic household items from UNHCR 
thanks to the CERF Funding in 2017. Chinese funding to the HRP 2017 has allowed for the acquisition of 
additional shelter materials and NFIs that will be distributed between February and April 2018.  

Upcoming needs: 

• Upon return to their villages, currently displaced families will be in urgent need of shelter and NFI assistance.  
 

 Education 

Response: 

• In the context of HRP 2017 with its focus on life-saving activities, education interventions were not prioritized. A 
high demand for support from the displaced population at the beginning of the current school year was, 
nevertheless, met by the distribution by UNICEF of 6,000 school kits to displaced and host-family children in the 
Pool and Bouenza Departments. 
 

Upcoming needs: 

• Many displaced children and those in conflict-affected areas are currently missing a second school year since the 
beginning of the conflict, an issue of major concern to parents and children alike.  Urgent attention must be given 
to the reconstruction of school buildings, re-training and reintegration of qualified teachers in areas of return, to 
ensure greatly enhanced levels of entry at the beginning of the next school year.  
 

 Early Recovery 

Response: 

• In 2017 the focus was on life-saving assistance and thus minimal attention was given to early recovery.  
Nevertheless, displaced women clearly articulated their need for seeds to help expand and diversify their limited 
food supply. In response to this request FAO provided small-scale assistance to IDPs living with host families in 
the Bouenza department. 
 

Upcoming needs: 

• As people start returning to their homes, early recovery activities will become increasingly important during the 
course of 2018.  Tools and materials for house repair and reconstruction, for clearance of fields and to re-start 
the agricultural cycle, will be a top priority for the majority of displaced people as they return to their villages during 
the course of the year.  

What’s Next: 2018 

The Humanitarian Response Plan for 2018 is currently being finalised: it will cover 12 months and will stress the need 
for launching early recovery activities as soon as displaced populations begin to return to their districts. While 
continuing the delivery of life-saving assistance, in particular for those populations that have not yet been reached, 
the humanitarian response plan will need to support returning IDPs during the course of their reintegration. Two-
years of conflict have destroyed both living and productive assets across all affected areas: early recovery 
interventions will include the rehabilitation of schools and health facilities; rebuilding of houses, roads and bridges; 
and resumption of the agricultural cycle.  
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For further information, please contact: 

Cyprien Balaya, Coordination Advisor, cyprien.balaya@undp.org, Tel: +242-055053964 

Claude-Angella Mabassy, Coordination Advisor, claude.mabassy@undp.org, Tel: +242-5561780 

 

For more information, please visit: https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/congo; www.reliefweb.int; 

http://www.unocha.org 
 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/congo
http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://www.reliefweb.int/

