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COMPLEX EMERGENCY  

 
Forced Displacement:  

An estimated 1,000 people were 
displaced in the Pacific region. In 

southern Córdoba Department, new 
illegal armed groups continue to cause 

small-scale displacements 
 

Pacific Region: In the Pacific region, clashes 
between new illegal armed groups and 
continuing threats against civilians triggered 
mass displacements in Timbiquí (Cauca) 
and Buenaventura (Valle). At least nine 
displacement events have been registered in 
the region in 2011. On 19 April, Acción 
Social reported the displacement of an entire 
village (approximately 720 persons) in rural 
Timbiquí (Cauca), triggered by the arrival of 
alleged members of a new illegal armed 
group in the village that left two civilians 
injured. According to the Office of the 
Ombudsman, about 300 people from other 
villages were displaced shortly after. On 22 

April, Acción Social informed that, after 
receiving humanitarian assistance, the IDPs 
agreed to return to their villages. In spite of 
the verification of security conditions in the 
area by the Colombian Navy and the 
commitment of authorities to accompany the 
communities and monitor the situation, the 
humanitarian community is concerned by 
the persisting threats which the new illegal 
armed group poses towards these 
communities. UNHCR and PAHO are 
monitoring the situation and are advising 
local authorities on the response. 
 
In Valle del Cauca Department, the Office of 
the Ombudsman reported a new 
displacement in Buenaventura – the second 
in the last month. Due to threats by an 
armed group, nearly 250 persons from along 
the Anchicayá River were displaced on 12 
April. IDPs are staying with relatives and 
friends. The Office of the Ombudsman 
conducted a verification mission on 13 April. 
UNHCR and Solidarity International are 
monitoring the situation. As reported in 
previous issues, access constraints are 

KEY DEVELOPMENTS: 

Complex Emergency 
• Forced displacement: An estimated 1,000 people were displaced in the Pacific region. In 

southern Córdoba department, new illegal armed groups continue to cause small-scale 
displacements.  

• Protection of civilians: The Office of the Ombudsman calls for stronger protection measures 
along the Pacific coast and in Cauca department. Through the quarterly report on its Mission to 
Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OEA), the OAS Secretary General considers as a 
major concern the “emergence and growth of some groups operating outside the law” and ”the 
way the civilian population is becoming involved in the violent dynamics imposed by the post-
demobilization groups”.  

Natural Disasters 
• Flooding: Almost 3 million are affected by heavy rains. According to weather forecasts, the La 

Niña Phenomenon will continue until June. 
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hampering the provision of humanitarian 
assistance in rural Buenaventura.  
 
On 20 April, 80 persons were displaced in 
rural Unguía – northern Chocó department, 
on the border with Panamá. According to 
Acción Social, the FARC killed two men and 
threatened the rest of the community in the 
village of Santa María. IDPs are staying in 
two temporary shelters in the urban area. So 
far, the municipality has been providing 
humanitarian assistance as reported by 
Acción Social. 
 
Follow-up to previously reported displacements: 
Following the displacement of some 500 
persons in El Charco municipality (Pacific 
coast of Nariño department, see previous 
issue), Acción Social informed that at least 
three additional mass displacements have 
been registered in the area in the last two 
weeks. UNHCR and PAHO will conduct a 
field mission on 29 April and will provide 
further information on humanitarian needs. 
The situation remains critical in this 
municipality which has been affected by 
protracted displacement and gaps in the 
provision of humanitarian assistance and 
protection.  
 
On 9 March, the local Ombudsman of El 
Charco pointed to the risk of displacement, 
faced by five villages of El Charco which are 
inhabited mainly by indigenous and Afro-
Colombian communities. Reportedly, a 
series of acts of violence by new illegal 
armed groups and the ELN have been 
occurring in the area since 2010, including 
massacres, selective killings, displacements 
and extortion. “At least 300 people are at 
high risk of displacement”, indicated the 
local Ombudsman. Local authorities are 
concerned by ongoing hostilities along the 
Tapaje River, which are hampering 

protection and assistance efforts for rural 
communities in El Charco.  
 
Córdoba department: On 19 April, Acción 
Social reported a new displacement in 
Montelíbano in southern Córdoba 
department. The killing of a man in the rural 
area forced 15 families to flee to the urban 
area of the municipality. Acción Social 
indicated that the killings and displacements 
in the area are due to “the territorial 
disputes among criminal bands linked to 
narco-trafficking.” 

 
Protection of Civilians:   

The Ombudsman’s Office calls for 
stronger protection measures along the 
Pacific coast and in Cauca department. 
The OAS’ Mission to Support the Peace 

Process in Colombia (MAPP/OEA) 
expresses its concern over violence 

caused by new illegal armed groups and 
its impact on the civilian population.   

 
Ombudsman’s Office warns on increasing 
acts of violence in Chocó and Cauca. Two 
risk reports were issued by the Early 
Warning System (SAT for its acronym in 
Spanish) over the last weeks.  In Lloró, 
western Chóco department, the SAT has 
been informed of serious access constraints 
for six Afro-Colombian communities due to 
the presence of nearly 300 members of the 
FARC along the main rivers of the 
department. Also in Lloró, there is a high 
risk of mass displacement in the community 
of Villa Claret due to direct threats by the 
FARC. 
 
The SAT also maintains the alerts for Argelia 
and El Tambo municipalities in central 
Cauca department due to the “persistence of 
threats and vulnerability factors for 
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civilians” related to ongoing hostilities and 
the increased presence of non-state armed 
groups.    
 
Indigenous leader killed in Valle del Cauca: 
On 12 April, a Paéz indigenous leader was 
found dead in Buenaventura, following the 
commemoration of 10 years of the “Naya 
massacre” when nearly 50 people were 
killed and 4,000 more were displaced by 
paramilitaries.  
 
The OAS’ Mission to Support the Peace 
Process in Colombia (MAPP/OEA) has 
issued its quarterly report: The fifteenth 
report, launched on 15 April, gives a reading 
on the advances and challenges of the 
overall aspects of the “peace process” 
between the Government and the United 
Self-defense Forces of Colombia (AUC) and 
later with the Guevarist Revolutionary 
Army (ERG). The report notes that “during 
the period covered by this report … there 
has been observed insecurity in different 
parts of the country, especially in places 
where demobilization of self-defense forces 
occurred." Since the end of the 
demobilization, the OAS Secretary General 
has identified as a major concern the 
“emergence and growth of some groups 
operating outside the law”. While the report 
applauds the recent creation of an inter-
institutional committee to fight these bands , 
it also calls for attention on the situation of 
victims’ and land rights claimants and “the 
recruitment of children and adolescents by 
illegal armed groups and the growing 
participation of these young people in 
criminal activities”.  

Through the report, the OAS 
Secretary General expresses his concern 
“about the way the civilian population is 
becoming involved in the violent dynamics 
imposed by the post-demobilization 

groups” and “that, notwithstanding efforts 
by the national government with respect to 
the adoption and application of protective 
measures, threats, intimidation, and murder 
have been an almost permanent fixture over 
the past six years.” OAS’ recommendations 
to the National Government include, inter 
alia, i) complementing the military approach 
to combating the acts of violence against the 
civilian population; ii) to pay special 
attention to the vulnerable populations 
victimized by post-demobilization groups; 
iii) to protect children and adolescents from 
violence. See full report at: 
http://www.mapp-oea.net 
 
 
 
NATURAL DISASTERS 
 

Almost 3 million affected by heavy 
rains. According to weather forecasts, 

the La Niña Phenomenon will continue 
until June 2011 

 
The Colombian meteorological authority 
(IDEAM) maintained red alerts for most of 
the main rivers and basins in the Andean 
region. During the last two weeks, official 
figures rose to 3 million affected, 410 dead 
and 482 missing persons.  
 
Between January and March 2011, WFP 
conducted a rapid food security assessment 
in eight departments. The results of the 
assessment show an overall deterioration of  
the food security and nutrition situation in 
the areas affected by the floods. In the 
hardest-hit areas (Caribbean and Pacific 
coasts) the number of daily meal rations has 
decreased to 2 (in some cases to 1). In some 
areas the recovery of staple crops might take 
up to one year, increasing the dependence of 
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many families on humanitarian relief and 
other support measures. Around 33% of the 
surveyed households had no income source 
at the time of the survey. A significant 
increase in food prices has also been 
observed. The recovery of roads and bridges 
will take several months, severely affecting 
access to food. 
 
The Ministry of Education reported that 
4,728 children have still not enrolled in 
school this semester and that 17 educative 
institutions are still being used as shelters. 
 
According to the General Comptroller’s 
Office, only four out of 753 infrastructure 
rehabilitation projects funded by “Colombia 
Humanitaria” are under development due 
to delays by implementing partners. 
 
Funds executed by the Government for the 
flood emergency (from April 2010 to 15 
April 2011) increased to $250 million. 
 
For more information on needs and 
humanitarian response to the rainy season 
2010-2011, visit www.colombiassh.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact:  
                                                                                      
OCHA Colombia                                                                                                                                                                       OCHA New York 
María José Torres | Head of Office                                                                                                              Martin Buettner | Desk Officer 
torres8@un.org                                                                                                                                                                          buettnerm@un.org 
                                                                                                                                                                                                        +1-212-96(3-0999) 
María de la Luz Vásquez | Reporting Officer 
vasquezm@un.org 
 P: 57 + 1 6221100      
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