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Highlights: 

 The situation in Libya has further deteriorated over the reporting period.  Fierce fighting 

continues in the eastern city of Ajdabyia where more civilians are fleeing the already 

largely deserted city. Human Rights Watch reports the use of cluster munitions by forces 

loyal to Gadaffi in Misrata.  

 

 The United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency 

Relief Coordinator Valerie Amos reached an agreement to establish UN humanitarian 

presence in Tripoli with the Government of Libya on 17 April. She further called for the 

establishment of a full- fledged cease fire.  

 

 On 20 April a statement by UNICEF Executive Director Anthony Lake on the situation of 

children in the Middle East and North Africa, said that the ongoing conflict in Libya has 

claimed children’s lives and deprived many more of their basic needs.  It further reiterated 

that in Misrata alone, at least 20 children have been killed and countless others 

injured.  Reports of the use of cluster munitions are particularly alarming it said. 

 

 An increasing number of humanitarian actors have established presence in Benghazi.  

UNICEF has established initial presence though the deployment of three international staff 

in Benghazi. As soon as the situation permits, the fully functional UNICEF Libya team 

currently operating from Cairo, will be deployed in Benghazi and later on in Tripoli, and will 

constitute the program management and operational hub for program outreach within 

Libya. 

 

 A ship carrying UNICEF life-saving supplies for an estimated 15,000 to 25,000 persons 

reached the port of Misrata in western Libya on 20 April. The relief items include first aid 

kits, drinking water, water purification tablets, hygiene kits and recreational toys for 

children.  UNICEF is further sending another 4,000 hygiene kits for the benefit of 8,000 

adults to Misrata through a WFF chartered vessel.    

 

 According to IOM/OCHA figures, a total of 550,680 people have fled Libya since the 

beginning of the crisis as of 19 April. 219,880 have fled to Egypt, 257,448 to Tunisia, 

47,479 to Niger, 14,126 to Algeria, 6,219 to Chad, 1,622 to Italy via boat, 1,106 to Malta 

via boat, and 2,800 to Sudan. A total of 141,835 Libyans have fled the war-torn country 

thus far. 

 

 The US$ 310 million Flash Appeal for the Libyan Crisis is currently funded at 41 per cent. 

UNICEF, to date, has received 35 per cent against its US$ 13 million part of the Flash 

Appeal (excluding pledges).  
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             Source of map: The Guardian UK, April 17 2011 

Overview  

 

 The humanitarian situation inside Libya continues to deteriorate. Misrata is being bombed for the 

eight consecutive week, and people continue to flee the city of Ajdabyia.  

 The protection of civilians, particularly children, women, elderly, and people with special needs, 

remains a serious concern, particularly in areas where fighting continues, such as the Nafusa 

mountain region, Misrata and Ajdabyia. IOM estimates that around 4,000 migrants in Misrata are 

without adequate shelter, clean water, food or medical aid since several weeks. 

 Human Rights Watch reports the use of cluster munitions by Gaddafi forces in Misrata. Cluster 

munitions have been outlawed by the majority of the world’s nations under the 2008 Convention 

on Cluster Munitions because of their indiscriminate nature and the harm they cause to civilians.  

 The UN Secretary General, Ban Ki-Moon, during a joint press-conference with the Hungarian 

President Schmitt on April 18, reiterated that Libya, once a ceasefire has been reached, will 

require wide-ranging efforts in peacekeeping, peace building, and reconstruction from the 

international community.  

 The UN Secretary General’s Special Envoy to Libya, Al-Khitab and the UN Under-Secretary-

General for Humanitarian Affairs Valerie Amos visited Tripoli on 17 April. During the visit, an 

agreement on humanitarian access was reached with Libyan authorities. The agreement is 

expected to significantly improve the opportunities for humanitarian agencies to provide life-

saving supplies to those most affected by the conflict. 

 Humanitarian agencies are increasingly evacuating injured persons from Misrata to Benghazi for 

treatment.  

 Landmines and Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) pose a serious threat to children and their 

families in different parts of Libya.  

 According to IOM/OCHA figures, a total of 550,680 people have fled Libya since the beginning of 

the crisis as of 19 April. 219,880 have fled to Egypt, 257,448 to Tunisia, 47,479 to Niger, 14,126 

to Algeria, 6,219 to Chad, 1,622 to Italy via boat, 1,106 to Malta via boat, and 2,800 to Sudan. A 

total of 141,835 Libyans have fled the war-torn country thus far. 

 The current total population at the Salloum border crossing into Egypt, continues to fluctuate and 

is estimated to be 1,782 on 19 April. The number of women and children has fluctuated 
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considerably from a low of 113 children on 13 April to peak of 545 children just two days later on 

15 April. As of 19 April, there are 95 women and 210 children on-site. 

 At the Tunisian a total number of 839 families are staying across all the camps at the borders. 

This number includes families residing at the Shousha camp (577 families, including 577 

children), the UAE camp (34 families, including 84 children) and the IFRC camp (110 families, 

including 175 children). The newly opened Dhibat border camp further south, currently hosts a 

total population of 731 people, including 118 families and 350 children. 

 

Inter-Agency Collaboration, Coordination, Cluster Leadership and Key Partnerships 

 The HCT for Libya continues to operate from Cairo. The full UNICEF Emergency Response Team 

(ERT) working from Cairo is ready for deployment to Libya as soon as the situation permits.  

 The cluster approach activated for the Libya response includes the following sectors: Emergency 

telecommunications, Food Security and livelihoods, Health, Logistics, Protection, Shelter/non-

food items, and WASH.  The UNICEF led UNICEF WASH cluster had its first weekly meeting on 

17 April in Cairo.  

 In Salloum, Egypt, UNICEF together with CRS, ERC and UNHCR continues to support families 

through the provision of food, hygiene kits and other NFIs.   

 With the support of UNICEF and other agencies, WFP undertook a family registration exercise on 

Monday 18 April in Shousha camp at the Tunisian border. 

 In addition to ensuring a coordinated WASH response, UNICEF remains a key player in ensuring 

the protection of women and children in both Tunisia and Egypt cross-border settings, and is 

leading the Child Protection sub-sector group at Shousha camp which now meets every Tuesday. 

The UNICEF-led mental health and psycho-social support coordination group with IOM, continues 

to meet daily after the general coordination meetings.  

 UN Coordination meetings now take place three times weekly on the Tunisian and Egypt border-

crossings; Monday, Wednesdays and Fridays (Tunisia), and Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday 

(Egypt). An inter-agency Protection Group (UNHCR, ECHO and UNICEF) now meet at the 

Salloum border-crossing once a week on Tuesday.  The WASH working group with UNICEF as 

the lead agency continues to meet at the Salloum border crossing on Wednesdays. The food 

sector meets as needed. ECHO and DFID are both maintaining small monitoring teams at 

Salloum. 

 

Humanitarian Needs and UNICEF Response 

Libya 

The situation in Libya continues to be precarious with continued fierce fighting between the rebels and 

pro- Gaddafi forces. The number of internally displaced persons inside Libya is reportedly rising, 

although no exact figures are available. Families are mostly absorbed by host families, leading to an 

increased need for family resources.  Fighting in Libya has, since the beginning of the crisis, caused 

over 550,680 people to flee the country
1
, and an unconfirmed number of civilian causalities. The 

presence of landmines, abandoned munitions and unexploded ordnances inside Libya pose a serious 

                                                           
1
 The International Organisation for Migration (IOM) and United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) figures as of 

19 April. 
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threat to civilians including children
2
. Children’s long enforced confinement indoors – and hence out of 

school – necessitates psychological relief from the conflict.   

 

The civil population in the rebel-held town of Misrata are in dire need of humanitarian assistance.  

Heavy fighting between government troops and opposition forces is ongoing and the number of 

wounded in need of treatment is increasing by the day.  Media report that over 100 missiles have 

been launched daily. Unconfirmed numbers of civilians have been killed or injured.  There have been 

consistent reports of sniper fire hitting children in Misrata. UNICEF, in a news note issued on 11 April, 

called for an immediate end to the siege of Misrata, warning that tens of thousands of children were at 

risk in the conflict-ridden city. Intensified fighting and indiscriminate shelling has led to an increased 

number of children being killed in Misrata, with many others lacking food and safe water, traumatized 

from the atrocities they have witnessed. UNICEF has now verified that children as young as 9 months 

have been killed in Misrata, with at least 21 child deaths and many more injuries, due to shrapnel from 

mortars and tanks, and bullet wounds.   

In Misrata the desalination unit providing water to the urban area is situated in a zone currently 

affected by fighting. This water supply system is not functioning properly (or may be completely 

dysfunctional, to be confirmed) thus many areas in town are not supplied by tap water. People are 

increasingly using water from the shallow aquifer through existing wells and boreholes potentially not 

safe for drinking. Fetching waters from these sources also include a security risk. A thorough needs 

assessment is of critical importance as soon as access permits. 

As soon as the situation permits, the fully functional UNICEF Libya team currently operating from 

Cairo, will be deployed in Benghazi and later on in Tripoli, and will constitute the program 

management and operational hub for program outreach within Libya. 

 

UNICEF response 

A ship carrying UNICEF life-saving supplies for an estimated 15,000 to 25,000 persons reached the 

port of Misrata in western Libya on 20 April. The relief items include first aid kits, drinking water, water 

purification tablets, hygiene kits and recreational toys for children.  UNICEF is further sending another 

4,000 hygiene kits for the benefit of 8,000 adults to Misrata through a WFF chartered vessel.   This is 

in addition to emergency surgical materials, obstetric surgical and midwifery tools, and hygiene kits 

delivered by UNICEF to Misrata two weeks ago. 

The UNICEF partnership with NGOs inside Libya, namely International Medical Corps (IMC), Save 

the Children, ACTED and the Libyan Red Crescent Society is ongoing including the delivery of health 

kits for the benefit of 60,000 persons in Benghazi and hygiene kits covering the needs of another 

15,000 persons are being distributed.  UNICEF is further collaborating with Handicap International 

(HI) in the implementation of an emergency Mine Risk Education project in Libya.  UNICEF and HI will 

provide important information and safety messages to at-risk populations through mass media, 

outreach and printed materials and will also carry out injury surveillance.   

With the continuing fluidity of the situation on the ground, multiple scenarios may emerge in the 

coming days and weeks, possibly inducing significantly distinct pictures in terms of type, scale and 

location of population vulnerability and resulting humanitarian needs both within and outside Libya.  

                                                           
2
 UNICEF is very concerned about the number of Landmines and Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) that pose a great threat 

to children and their families in Libya. There have been reliable reports that Eastern Libya is “littered with massive amounts of 
unexploded ordnance, abandoned and unsecured weapons and munitions, and recently-laid landmines” (HRW 5 April). 
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10-month-old Nadia is held by her mother in a transit camp near the border 

with Libya.  

Human Resources 

The fully functional UNICEF Libya team, operating from Cairo, consists of nine staff, including Team 

Leader, Emergency Coordinator, Chief of Operations, Chief of Communications, Child Protection and 

WASH specialists, Reporting and Fundraising specialist, Security officer, and Admin/Ops specialist. 

The team is likely to extend to ten in the coming week with the expected arrival of an Education and 

ICT specialists. As soon as access to Libya is granted, UNICEF will deploy the team in Benghazi, and 

will constitute the program management and operational hub for program outreach within Libya. If and 

when feasible, such direct presence from UNICEF in Libya will then be extended to Tripoli.  

 

Tunisia 

According to IOM/OCHA figures, a total of 257,448 people have fled to Tunisia as of 19 April. This 

means that more than 17,000 people have crossed in the last week. The camp population across all 

camps on the Tunisian side is estimated at 6,663 as of 18 April.  This number includes individuals 

who reside at the Shousha camp (3,937), the UAE camp (971), the IFRC camp (1,755) and the 

Remada/Dehiba camps (960). The total number of families in all camps at the Tunisian border is 

estimated to 839 as of 18 April, including 954 children and 39 pregnant women. While the caseload 

has significantly decreased in Shousha and Ras Ajdir camps over the past weeks, needs are 

arising in Dehibat and Remada (the second border post between Libya and Tunisia), where an 

increased influx of Libyans has been reported over the past days. The UNHCR and UAE are installing 

camps (UAE in Dehibat and UNHCR in Remada). Families from the Foussa Mountains continue to 

arrive to camps erected at Dehiba and Remada towns, south of Ras Ejdir. Unconfirmed reports 

indicate that the fighting in this area has resulted in increased humanitarian needs.  

 

Child Protection 

UNICEF’s team of psychologists and 

social workers continue registration 

and follow-up of the needs of the 

arriving and departing families at all 

camps, and are currently participating 

in a training course on family 

registration run by WFP. The team 

has also identified a total of seven 

disabled children thus far, and 

referred them to the services 

available in the camps.  

 With UNICEF support, 17 new 

unaccompanied children were 

identified this week, which 

brings the total to 39. The team 

is documenting these cases and finalizing the provisions of care. 12 out of the 39 have thus far 

been reunited with their families.  

 UNICEF is advocating with the Ministry of Women’s’ Affairs to dedicate a legal child protection 

delegate to the camps to detect and advise on issues with legal implications regarding the 

unaccompanied minors.  



[Type text] 

 

6 

 

 

 14 new births have been registered since the beginning of the crisis, including 12 in the Ben 

Guerdane hospital and 2 in the Moroccan hospital. With 

UNICEF support, all 7 boys and 7 girls of various nationalities (Somalia, Sudan, Egypt, Chad, 

Nigeria) have been provided with birth certificates. 

 UNICEF psychosocial team identified a total of 7 disabled children and referred them to the 

services available in the camps.  

 With the support of UNICEF and other agencies, WFP undertook a family registration exercise on 

Monday 18 April in Shousha camp. 

 UNICEF, with UNFPA, is assessing gender-based violence in the camps in response to an 

attempted rape of two unaccompanied minor girls aged 17 and 14 that was prevented by other 

community members in the federation Camp. They have been visited by UNICEF psychologists.  

 The Child Friendly Space at Shousha Camp continues to receive around 35 children on a daily 

basis. 

 

WASH 

UNICEF continues to lead the WASH sector in Tunisia, addressing areas of hygiene promotion, water 

supply, excreta disposal, monitoring and solid waste management. Other partners are the Tunisian 

Ministry of Health (MoH), the Army, Municipality of Ben Guerdane and International NGOs (IFRC, 

IRC, IMC, ICRC, SIF, ACF, SCF, Italian Cooperation. UNICEF is expanding its support to the MoH for 

sanitation activities in Shousha and Ras Jdir camps. The available WASH facilities fully meet the 

needs of the current camp population according to SPHERE standards.  

 The WASH sector priority has shifted to triggering the second phase of response, especially 

given that some communities such as the Somalis and Eritreans are likely to stay in the camp on 

a longer term basis.   

 UNICEF previously reported on the plans to replace emergency latrines by Ventilated Improved 

Pit (VIP) latrines and treating the water from SONED network by reverse osmosis to address the 

relatively high salinity in Shousha. This has now progressed to the design stage.  

 The private company contracted by MoH and UNICEF continues desludging latrines and open 

pits in Shousha and Ras Ajdir.  

 Cleaning and maintenance of UNICEF/MoPH installed sanitary facilities in Shousha and Ras Jdir 

is ongoing. 

 UNICEF in collaboration with MoPH has provided 2 showers, 1 latrine and 200 hygiene kits to 

the youth centre in Dhibat. There are now a total of 3 showers and 4 latrines at the youth center.  

 

Health/Nutrition  

 

The MoH vaccination campaign carried out with UNICEF support continues, and the mobile team 

now visits the Shousha, UAE, and IFRC camps on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday respectively. 

UNICEF has so far supplied the MoH with 600 doses of measles vaccinations. 

 

Supplies 

UNICEF has provided 200 Adults Hygiene Kits to the youth centre in Dhibat and 500 kits to Remada 

Camp. UNICEF has further provided The Remada Camp with 10 portable latrines and 500 Adults 

Hygiene Kits. Ten chemical latrines have been dispatched to Remada camp on 19 April. 
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© UNICEF/2011/ Yosry Aql 

A group of children playing at a UNICEF supported 

child-friendly space in a transit terminal on the 

Egyptian border with Libya.  

 

 

Human Resources 

 

 The current team in Zarzis consists of 6 international staff, including an Emergency Coordinator, 

WASH Coordinator, Communications Specialist, Finance Assistant, Supply and Logistics 

Specialist and a Protection Specialist. There are also 13 national staff, including 12 psychosocial 

workers and 1 driver. The recruitment of International officers in Health and Nutrition, WASH and 

Emergency Coordinator is underway. 

 

Egypt 

According to IOM/OCHA figures, a total of 219,880 people 

have fled to Egypt since the beginning of the crisis in Libya. 

The current total population continues to fluctuate and is 

estimated to be 1,782 on 19 April. The number of women and 

children has fluctuated considerably from a low of 113 

children on 13 April to peak of 545 children just two days later 

on 15 April. As of 19 April, there are 95 women and 210 

children on-site.  

 

IOM reported the repatriation of 400 people today, 20 April. 

People leaving Misrata on IOM shuttle boats to Benghazi 

have also started to arrive in Salloum during this week, and 

around 976 new arrivals are expected in the coming 24-48 

hours.  

 

Shelter remains the key challenge at the Salloum border 

crossing. UNHCR have started to erect three rub halls on-site 

that would have the capacity to accommodate up to 600 

people. 

 

Child protection 

 

Four UNICEF supported animators continue to engage children in early child development and 

recreational activities within the child friendly space as well as outside the departure hall.  A total of 

four social workers, in addition to monitoring the numbers and welfare of all women and children on-

site, continuously ensure that all families’ needs are met, including targeted distribution of food and 

NFIs. There are now also five scouts engaging in recreational activities with the adolescents at the 

camp.  

 UNICEF together with CRS, ERC and UNHCR continues to support families in the Departure Hall, 

the Customs Duty Hall and the trucking station area through the provision of food, hygiene kits 

and other NFIs.   

 UNICEF continues to work with the ICRC to address the situation of unaccompanied minors. 

 

WASH 

 

 The volume of water for sanitation supplied to the site was reduced from 100,000 l/day to 

70,000l/day earlier this week, but will return to 100,000 as of 21 April. The reduction was due to 



[Type text] 

 

8 

 

 

both reduced demand and also in an attempt to reduce the residual volume of water stored in the 

main water tank on-site such that it can be cleaned thoroughly. 

 Two additional mobile latrine blocks have been installed to meet the needs of the people who will 

ultimately be accommodated in the rub halls.  

 UNICEF will put up two additional mobile toilets at the Marsa Matrouh Airport on April 20.  

 The team of 50 on-site cleaners continues to collect and manage trash disposal on the site. 

 

Health/Nutrition 

 

UNICEF continues to ensure emergency assistance to all people in need. One seven year old Syrian 

girl arrived at Salloum on 17 April with shrapnel injuries, sustained 15 days ago in Misrata. She 

suffered a punctured lung and was treated in two different hospitals en route to Salloum. The girl was 

transferred to Aleppo on 18 April for further treatment. 

 

 The IOM clinic in co-ordination with UNICEF and CRS are meeting the needs of two diabetic 

children on-site who are dependent on insulin and two children are suffering from hypertension. 

Their health status is continuously monitored.   

 UNICEF continues to provide regular milk for a number of needy children and pregnant mothers 

and also provides complementary food (CERELAC) to support children over 6 months as 

required. 

 UNICEF continued to participate in the screening of immigrants. Many patients were given 

medical support and some were referred to MoHP specialists. 

 

Supplies 

 

500 UNICEF hygiene kits were received today at Salloum and are stored on-site for distribution to 

new arrival families.  

 

Human Resources 

 

UNICEF maintains the presence of a Team Coordinator, one Health Officer, one WASH specialist and 

one Child Protection specialist on-site in Salloum (plus two vehicles and drivers). The team is 

supported by four ECD animators, four social workers and five male animators (scouts). 

 

 

Funding 

 

The US$ 310 million Flash Appeal for the Libyan Crisis is currently funded at 41 per cent. UNICEF, to 

date has received 35 per cent of its US$ 13 million appeal (excluding pledges).  

 

Media and Communication  

 News note “UNICEF delivers more supplies to embattled Misrata”  is posted on the UNICEF 

Global Website: http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/laj_58341.htm 

 The UNICEF Executive Director issued a statement on 19 April on the situation in the region  

http://www.unicef.org/media/media_58332.html  

http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/laj_58341.htm
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_58332.html
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 A full day Twitter feed on the situation of refugees residing in Tunisia was conducted with the UK 

Natcom on 20 April. The feed was also hosted by the Reuters’ website and translated into Arabic 

for UNICEF Arabic page. 

 A story on fleeing Libyans by boat to Benghazi is posted on the UNICEF global website 

http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/liberia_58326.html  

 One human interest story is posted on UNICEF global website.  

http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/Tunisia_58323.html 

 

 

Date of next Situation Report: 27 April 

For more information, please contact: 

 

Thomas Davin 

Team Leader 

UNICEF Libya 

 

Tel: +962.6.5502.411 

Fax: +962.6.553.88.80 

Email: tdavin@unicef.org 

Maria Luisa Fornara 

Representative 

UNICEF Tunis 

 

Tel: + 216-71-802-700  

Fax: + 216-71-793-001  

E-mail: mlfornara@unicef.org   

Philippe Duamelle 

Representative 

UNICEF Egypt 

 

Tel: + 20 2 2526 5083 – 87 

Tel : + 20 2 2526 4218 

Email : pduamelle@unicef.org 
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