
reportedly threatening to find alternate import 

routes which bypass Tajikistan if the fees are 

not reduced. Many items from the Central 

Asian republics and Russia enter Afghanistan 

via Tajikistan. 

 

Outlook Afghanistan provided a detailed 

analysis of the ongoing budgetary negotiations 

taking place in Afghanistan. After approval by 

the Meshrano Jirga (Upper House of Parlia-

ment), Afghanistan's Lower House of Parlia-

ment, the Wolesi Jirga, rejected the budget 

which had been prepared by the Ministry of 

Finance (MoF). Members of the Wolesi Jirga 

demanded additional spending on develop-

ment projects, particularly agriculture, as well 

as reduced spending on security, before they 

would approve the budget for Afghanistan‟s 

current fiscal year, which began on 21 March 

2011. 

 

Food prices in Kabul have spiked unexpect-

edly over the course of the past week as a re-

sult of the decreasing value of the afghani 

against both the US dollar and Pakistani rupee, 

reports Pajhwok. The decline in value of the 

Afghan currency in Kabul has placed an added 

burden on local Afghan households, who have 

had to pay approximately 5% more for basic 

foodstuffs over the course of the past week. 

 

Finally, in a forward-looking piece, Outlook 

Afghanistan describes the importance of im-

proved water resource management for Af-

ghanistan‟s long-term economic growth and 

food security. The article notes that while wa-

ter is relatively abundant in Afghanistan, it is 

often poorly managed and distributed. Without 

effective management, water scarcity could 

limit economic growth and exacerbate food 

insecurity, particularly if, as some experts 

predict, the country‟s population doubles over 

the course of the next two to three decades. 

V 
isits by trade delegations were fea-

tured in this week‟s news. Most sig-

nificantly, Pajhwok Afghan News 

reports that a 25-person delegation from Tur-

key, headed by the Turkish commerce minis-

ter, arrived in Afghanistan on Saturday to dis-

cuss increased economic cooperation between 

the two countries. According to Tolo News, 

Afghan and Turkish officials did agree to es-

tablish a joint trade council to promote eco-

nomic cooperation between their nations. A 

number of Turkish investors, who participated 

in the delegation, expressed their interest in 

investing in Afghanistan‟s mining sector, ac-

cording to a different Tolo News article. In-

creased trade between Afghanistan and Tur-

key could have major economic benefits for 

both countries. Pajhwok noted that Turkey 

presently buys 6% of Afghanistan‟s exports, 

particularly carpets, precious and semi-

precious stones, handicrafts and dried fruits.  

  

In addition, a 40-person delegation from the 

Italian government visited Afghanistan, re-

ports Pajhwok. The visiting delegates pledged 

to strengthen trade cooperation between Italy 

and Afghanistan. In addition, Afghanistan‟s 

Ministry of Mines (MoM) suggested that Ital-

ian investors may soon visit Afghanistan in 

order to explore possibilities related to mining 

and mining-related infrastructure. 

 

In lieu of developing new trade prospects, 

Afghan traders continue to face barriers. As 

noted last week (see 13 April 2011, CFC Af-

ghanistan Review, Economic Development 

section), Afghanistan is facing trade-related 

tensions with neighbouring Tajikistan. The 

Asia Plus news agency reports that Afghan 

importers are now being charged USD 20 for 

each tonne of cargo travelling on Tajik rail-

ways, a significant increase from the previous 

rate of USD 12.45. Afghan businesspeople are 
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T 
he World Food Programme (WFP) issued an appeal for 

USD 257 million to maintain food assistance for 7.3 

million Afghans in 2011. The WFP, which is a United 

Nations agency, warned that without further funding pro-

grammes would begin to be curtailed by June and suspended 

by August. The WFP indicated that it requires between two 

and three months from the time funds are received to the time 

it is able to distribute food in Afghanistan. In addition to cuts 

in emergency food distributions, the WFP indicated that school 

feeding programmes are also at risk. Without such pro-

grammes, school attendance, particularly for girls, would suf-

fer according to a recent article from the Integrated Regional 

Information Network (IRIN). Kandahar provincial director of 

education, Najibullah Ahmadi, explained that “WFP provides 

cooking oil to school girls and this is a critical incentive” for 

families, particularly those facing food insecurity, to send their 

girls to school. 

 

The need for food assistance will remain elevated from now 

through October 2011, according to the Famine Early Warning 

Systems Network (FEWS NET). Steady precipitation and in-

creasing snow pack levels have eased fears of drought-related 

crop failures, though FEWS NET warns that rising tempera-

tures will trigger spring flooding which could damage crops 

and farmland. According to FEWS NET‟s March 2011 Food 

Security Outlook Update, temperatures will be above average 

during the peak flooding period of March through May. Those 

provinces identified most at risk of flooding include: Baghlan, 

Takhar, Balk, Jowzjan, Sar-e Pul, Samangan, Bamian, Parwan, 

Kandahar, Helmand and Dai Kundi. 

 

In related news, Tolo News reports that recent flooding devas-

tated Kandahar province, where nearly 3,000 homes were de-

stroyed and 30 were people killed. Flash flooding also dam-

aged a bridge in Ghazni province, blocking the Kabul-

Kandahar highway. Meanwhile the Afghanistan Natural Disas-

A 
 majority of the members of Afghanistan‟s Wolesi 

Jirga (Lower House of Parliament) voted to allow 

President Hamid Karzai to re-submit the names of 

acting ministers who had previously been rejected by the Af-

ghan parliament, according to Pajhwok 

Afghan News. The ministries of public 

health, women's affairs, transport and civil 

aviation, communications and information 

technology, higher education, urban de-

velopment and water and energy all con-

tinue to be headed by acting rather than 

permanent ministers. Questions had ear-

lier been raised regarding the legality of re

-considering previously-rejected candi-

dates. 
 

The Meshrano Jirga (Upper House of 

Parliament, or Senate) appeared in several 

news articles as it considered how to re-

spond to President Karzai‟s proposed 

jirga (assembly). The jirga would focus 

upon Afghanistan‟s strategic relationship 

with the United States beyond the 2014 

deadline for the departure of American military personnel, 

according to the Agence France-Presse. Some Afghan senators 

suggested that the proposed jirga was unconstitutional. Others, 

who were cited by Pajhwok, suggested that the Afghan gov-

ernment has the right to use the jirga strictly as a consultative 

mechanism rather than as a tool of policymaking. Ultimately, 

however, the Afghan Senate endorsed the jirga on Sunday, 17 

April, according to Tolo News. 
 

Corruption also received renewed attention this past week. 

America‟s National Public Radio (NPR) cited senior Afghan 

officials who complained that they are unable to bring charges 

against senior Afghan government officials given the political 

and perhaps violent physical response major arrests could gen-

erate. For instance, Deputy Attorney General Rahmatulla 

Nazari noted that one deputy minister in 

the Afghan government had been tried and 

arrested on corruption charges but that he 

could not be taken into custody without “a 

battalion of policemen”. Taking a different 

perspective, other Afghan government 

officials suggested that investigations into 

corruption were often inadequate and 

prosecutions were frequently based more 

on politics than evidence. In an article in 

Tolo News, senior officials in Afghani-

stan‟s Attorney General‟s Office (AGO) 

indicated that the government‟s High Of-

fice of Oversight and Anti-corruption 

(HOOAC) conducted “poor investigative 

work”. The AGO has indicated that it has 

had to close four of the 30 cases referred 

by the HOOAC because they were insuffi-

ciently supported with evidence and therefore the AGO could 

proceed no further. 
 

Finally, the new NATO Senior Civilian Representative (SCR) 

in Afghanistan, Simon Gass, emphasised that NATO was com-

mitted to Afghan government ownership, according to 

Pajhwok. The SCR‟s spokesperson highlighted that the Alli-

ance‟s political strategy was oriented around ensuring that 

Afghanistan is both “independent” and “sovereign” as well as 

a key NATO partner. 
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“One deputy minister in the  

Afghan government had been tried 

and arrested on corruption charges 

but he could not be taken into  

custody without a battalion of  

policemen”. 

Rahmatulla Nazari, 

Deputy Attorney General 
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D 
uring the course of the last week, several investment 

and funding agreements between Afghanistan and 

third party countries have been reached and, subse-

quently, announced. The agreements aim at developing several 

large infrastructure projects. Paolo Romani, the Italian Minis-

ter of Economic Development, announced Italy‟s commitment 

to invest USD 85 million for the expansion of the Herat air-

port, reports Tolo News. Additionally, the minister promised 

further funding for the construction of a new ring road in Herat 

province. Likewise, according to Bakhtar News Agency, the 

French Government has committed to donate EUR 9.5 million 

to the Ministry of Water and Energy for a power extension 

project in Kapisa province. The project will be implemented 

by a local private company and is expected to provide electric-

ity to different areas of Kapisa. Similarly, the Ministry of Wa-

ter and Energy signed a USD 3 million agreement with the 

United Kingdom in order to fund a technical study of the Hel-

mand River as well as capacity building for water resources 

management. Later in the week, a Turkish delegation arrived 

in Kabul to study potential investments in mining and power 

generation projects (see the Economic Development section).        
 

The four mobile phone companies fined by the Afghanistan 

Telecommunication Regulatory Board (ATRA) since 2007 

will have to effectuate payment, as the decision has been offi-

cially ratified, reports Pajhwok Afghan News. The fines, a con-

sequence of the provision of poor services and the issuance of 

unregistered SIM cards, may amount to AFG 51 million (USD 

1.1 million) and the suspension of the licenses. In line with this 

decision, the Ministry of Telecommunication and Information 

Technology has asserted that they have the authority neither to 

revoke contracts nor to pressure mobile phone companies to 

resume operations in insecure areas. The declaration comes in 

the wake of the recent partial cessation of services in Helmand 

province by mobile phones companies due to the precarious 

security situation. According to the head of the ATRA, Khair 

Mohammad Faizai, the mobile phone companies can contrac-

tually stop their operations under „tense situations‟, thus gov-

ernment hands are tied in forcing them to resume the service. 

This news came to light during a week when the 15 million 

cell phone users benchmark was announced alongside an 85% 

territorial coverage rate, reports Pajhwok Afghan News.             
 

Finally, construction workers continue to be  targets for the 

insurgency. On Tuesday, 12 April, Tolo News reported that 

five construction workers had been killed in the Lal Poor dis-

trict of Nangarhar province. The workers were passing by the 

Fateh Meena area when a roadside mine exploded. In related 

news, unidentified gunmen abducted 12 Iranian engineers in 

the Farah province on Sunday, 11 April. The engineers were 

working on the construction of an Iranian-funded road that will 

connect Iran and Afghanistan.  
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release of a report by Transparency International entitled Pre-

venting Corruption in Humanitarian Operations. Corruption 

as defined by Transparency International is “abuse of entrusted 

power for private gain [...] which includes non-financial forms 

such as the diversion of humanitarian assistance to benefit a 

non-target group”. The report was developed as a guide for aid 

workers in identifying and preventing corruption and how to 

minimize risks to organizations.  
 

The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitar-

ian Affairs (OCHA) also released a study entitled To Stay and 

Deliver. The report presents a number of best practices for aid 

agencies working in complex, insecure environments. The 

OCHA study emphasises the need to observe core humanitar-

ian principles – namely, humanity, neutrality, impartiality and 

independence – while building relationships with local com-

munities in order to maintain assistance to populations even 

during conflict and disasters. More than 180 attacks have oc-

curred against aid workers in Afghanistan since 2005, with the 

national staff taking the majority of the security risks, accord-

ing to CNN.   

ter Management Authority (ANDMA) issued a flood warning 

to residents of Takhar province living near the Amu River. The 

head of ANDMA in Takhar province explained to Pajhwok 

Afghan News that nearly 1,000 homes are in danger, with wa-

ter levels expected to rise throughout the summer. An esti-

mated USD 10.5 million would be required to shore up the 

river banks. 
 

Several significant humanitarian publications were release this 

past week including the 2011 edition of the Sphere Handbook. 

The Sphere Handbook was first published in 1998 and pro-

vides a set of core principles and minimum standards for the 

provision of humanitarian assistance. The guidelines are peri-

odically updated, with the 2011 version ushering in a com-

pletely revised Humanitarian Charter and re-configured mini-

mum standards for water and sanitation, food, shelter and 

healthcare. According to the UN Under-Secretary-General for 

Humanitarian Affairs, Valerie Amos, “[i]f we champion the 

rights of those in need, then our work needs to be able to with-

stand close scrutiny”. 
 

Coinciding with the launch of the Sphere Handbook was the 

Rule of  Law                                        Kathleen Hughes  ►  kathleen.hughes@cimicweb.org                                        

M 
edia headlines this week focused on discussions 

about the opening of a Taliban office in Turkey 

which is intended to help facilitate reconciliation 

talks. According to the Associated Press, the Turkish Foreign 

Minister, Ahmed Davutoglu, spoke with Burhanuddin Rabbani 

last month about hosting a Taliban office. Davutoglu ex-

plained, “if there is such a demand, Turkey will help with full 

capacity”. Some Afghan officials believed Turkey was already 
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making plans to open such an office, but the article did not 

confirm these allegations. The existence of a Taliban office in 

Turkey may help facilitate reconciliation talks, however, 

United Nations Resolution 1267 would need to be amended 

because it imposes a travel ban on former Taliban leaders and 

people associated with the insurgency. The AP article further 

found that all parties involved in potential reconciliation talks 

between the Taliban and the Afghan government agree that 

Pakistani involvement is critical to any success. Later in the 

week, Reuters cited a Pakistani official, on the condition of 

anonymity, saying “as Pakistan, we have no reservations for 

such an office to be opened”. However, publicly officials did 

not confirm or deny their support for such a development.       
 

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia is also demonstrating their support 

for reconciliation talks between the Taliban and the Afghan 

government. Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL) re-

ports that Saudi Arabia is hosting a major conference on Af-

ghanistan that is expected to attract members of the Taliban. 

Although there is no expectation that high-level Taliban lead-

ers will attend, sources say Taliban „sympathizers‟ and 

„associates‟ are likely to participate. Maulawi Attaullah Ludin, 

the deputy chair of the Afghan High Peace Council (HPC), 

says the dates are not yet confirmed, but preliminary discus-

sions are underway to ensure there will be talks on “how to 

conduct and proceed [with a] peace dialogue with the Tali-

ban”. Other expected guests include religious scholars from 

the Islamic world and representatives from the Organization of 

the Islamic Conference (OIC).  
 

In other news, the chief prosecutor general of Herat province, 

Maria Bashir, was featured in a BBC story this week.  Last 

month, Michelle Obama and Hillary Clinton presided over a 

ceremony where Bashir was honoured as one of the US State 

Department‟s International Women of Courage. Bashir has 

struggled throughout her career to remain active in her fight 

for justice against corruption and abuse. Since her appointment 

as prosecutor general of Herat province in 2006, Bashir has 

received regular death threats and as a result, currently travels 

in an armoured car with up to six bodyguards. Despite the dan-

gers to herself and her family, Bashir is committed to working 

towards a brighter future for Afghanistan as she says “if I say I 

have family problems and another woman says she has family 

problems, what will be the future of Afghanistan...we have to 

take these risks”. Bashir hopes that the international recogni-

tion she received this year will inspire Afghan women to con-

tinue with their struggle for justice. 

Security                                        Kathleen Hughes  ►  kathleen.hughes@cimicweb.org 

T 
hroughout the course of the previous week, the Taliban 

claimed responsibility for several attacks on Afghan 

security forces. BBC reported that at least three Afghan 

policemen were killed when suicide bombers attacked a police 

training centre in Paktiya province. According to local police 

four men with explosives tried to enter the police training com-

pound and were challenged by security forces. Nonetheless, 

the first attacker detonated his device, killing three policemen 

and wounding three others who were guarding the gate. The 

initial explosion was followed by a fire fight killing one of the 

assailants while the other two allegedly escaped. Meanwhile, 

in Kabul, a truck filled with explosives blew up outside of the 

district governor‟s office, injuring several policemen.  The 

third incident in this series of attacks took place in Kandahar, 
where a suspected militant wearing an explosive belt attempted 

to enter a local police station, injuring three locals.   
 

The day following the attempt on the police station, insurgents 

carried out a successful attack in Kandahar, killing the top po-

lice official in the province. A suicide bomber, dressed in a 

police uniform, infiltrated a heavily fortified police headquar-

ters on Friday, 15 April.  The attacker waited for the police 

chief, General Khan Mohammad Mujahid, to walk to his car 

before detonating his explosive device, killing the police chief 

and two other police officers.  The death of Khan Mohammad 

Mujahid is reportedly a „hard blow‟ for Afghanistan‟s fledg-

ling security forces, according to the Associated Press.  As 

reported, Mujahid “was perceived as one of Afghanistan‟s 

most capable and experienced security chiefs”.  Mujahid had 

survived at least three other previous assassination attempts. 

The Taliban also conducted attacks against Afghan security 

forces in Laghman province.  Voice of America reports that on 

16 April, a suicide bomber, dressed in an Afghan army uni-

form, detonated explosives outside a military base.  This inci-

dent resulted in the death of at least five NATO service mem-

bers and four Afghan Army soldiers with an additional eight 

people wounded. A Taliban spokesman claims the bomber was 

a sleeper agent who had been in the army for over a month. 

These recent attacks have reinvigorated concerns over insur-

gent infiltration into Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF). 

Additionally, control of the distribution of ANSF uniforms is 

cause for concern among security officials. Currently, uni-

forms are readily available in markets throughout Afghanistan 

allowing for an easily obtainable disguise.  
 

Lastly, the Associated Press reported that an Afghan National 

Army (ANA) soldier opened fire inside the Ministry of De-

fence (MoD) compound in Kabul on 17 April. General 

Mohammad Zahir Azimi, MoD spokesman, said the attacker 

began shooting at other soldiers inside the ministry building, 

resulting in two deaths and several injuries. The assailant was 

ultimately killed during the shootout. The Taliban claim the 

attacker was an army officer who had been in the service for at 

least three years and was stationed at the Defence Ministry. 

The attacker allegedly planned the attack to coincide with a 

visit from the French Defence Minister. French officials clari-

fied that the Defence Minister, Gerard Longuet, was not in the 

ministry at the time of the incident.   
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T 
he Afghan Ministry of Public Health (MoPH), the 

World Health Organization (WHO) and the US Agency 

for International Development (USAID) launched a 

new financial tracking tool called the „Afghan National Health 

Accounts‟. This new instrument will be utilized to collate fi-

nancial data in the health sector to better support decisions by 

health officials as well as promote improved monitoring and 

evaluation of the health care system. Acting Minister of Public 

Health, Suraya Dalil explained “this first National Health Ac-

counts represents a major step forward in the development of a 

complete picture of health expenditures in Afghanistan and 

helps us develop sound health care policies 

that would decrease the financial burden of 

healthcare on families”. Reuters reports 

that Afghanistan expends 10 percent of its 

GDP - or roughly USD 1 billion - annually 

for health care, though, for many Afghans, 

the additional personal costs of care is of-

ten a barrier to access. The tool was also 

identified as a measure to address corrup-

tion concerns and to streamline financial 

expenditures. 

 

In the wake of violent protests that oc-

curred as a result of the Quran burning (06 

April 2011 CFC Afghanistan Review, Se-

curity section), a meeting was held by the 

United Nations Special Representative of 

the Secretary-General in Afghanistan, Staffan de Mistura, and 

the Chariman of the Ulema Council of Afghanistan, Maulavi 

Qiyamuddin Kashaaf and the Minister of Haj and Religious 

Affairs, Dr. Mohammad Yossof Niazi. UNAMA renewed its 

commitment to maintain communication with religious leaders 

and scholars emphasising the need to respect Afghans 

“sovereignty, culture, tradition and religion”. Meanwhile, Min-

ister Niazi and Mr. Kashaaf decried the attacks carried out 

against UNAMA staff. In related news, Christian Science 

Monitor reports that Afghan religious leaders are speaking out 

against recent violence in Kandahar. A shura (meeting) was 

held at Kandahar University to speak to the community about 

protesting in an „Islamic manner‟ with emphasis on maintain-

ing public order and consulting with religious leaders before 

taking any action. Kandahar provincial governor, Tooryali 

Wesa, further noted that “demonstrations and protests are 

pretty young in the country, especially here in Kandahar. [...] 

so people have to be educated about that”. 

 

Afghan children living in Torkham, the border area between 

Afghanistan and Pakistan, are being forced 

to work on the streets according to new 

research conducted by Terre des hommes. 

Terre des hommes partnered with the Con-

sortium for Child Rights to survey 753 

children in Torkham. The children reported 

engaging in various work including trans-

port, day labour, scavenging for scrap ma-

terials and begging - earning anywhere 

between 100 and 150 rupees a day (USD 

1.20 and 2). Additionally, the survey 

showed that if children were working for 

family members, they received no compen-

sation. The majority of children do not 

attend school with only 14% of those sur-

veyed enrolled and some of them using 

their earnings to pay for their school fees. 

The organisation found that poverty was forcing many parents 

and relatives to send children to work in spite of the dangers 

that exist from working on the street. 

 

Pajhwok Afghan News reports that violence against journalists 

continues in Afghanistan with more than 58 incidents recorded 

during the past year. The organisation Media Watch urged 

Afghan government officials to take action to protect journal-

ists. 
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“This first National Health Ac-

counts represents a major step for-

ward in the development of a com-

plete picture of health expenditures 

in Afghanistan ”. 

Dr. Suraya Dalil, 

Acting Minister of Public Health 
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